
Vegetation Water Rehabilitation Boardwalk Bird Hides Visitor CentreBuffer trees
35,000 trees been re-planted, 

healing the land from toxic 
chemicals and conservation of the 
unique salt flats and coastal sand 

dunes.

The boardwalks over the 
wetlands and the outdoor 

seating benches were made 
from recycled plastic.

They allow for observing the  
birds in their Natural local habitat. 

The observation hides are built 
from recycled wood. 

For research, education and 
observation.

Densified trees in the site 
periphery that buffers noise, 
strong winds and polluted air.

Revived native planting 
species that provides 

many nesting and shelter 
opportunities for the birds 

and insects.

Restored lagoons are 
naturally irrigated via an 

underground aquifer system. 
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SITE CONDITIONS

BIRD LOCATIONS

KEY DRIVERS

Wasit Nature Reserve was originally a waste-water and 
rubbish dump. The rehabilitation process of the damaged 
eco-system started in 2005, 40,000m2 of rubbish 
removed, 35,000 trees been re-planted, healing the land 
from toxic chemicals and conservation of the unique salt 
flats and coastal sand dunes.

After years of efforts to bring the non-migratory birds back 
to the site, WNR is now home to 350 species of birds, a 
landing zone for 33,000 migrate birds, and a breathing lung 
to Sharjah city.

A wetland visitor center was established on site to 
continue protecting the natural environment, educate 
people on the richness of the wetland ecosystem and 
provides information about the birds that frequent the 
area and other wetlands areas of the emirate. The facility 
became heaven for bird watchers and researchers. 
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INTERVENTIONSBIRD TYPES

Wetlands & Flyways
Birds from Eastern Europe and 
Western Asia have two favorite 
flyways (Map). The Gulf coast of 
UAE is the first place migrating 
birds encounter on their winter 
route south. 

Wetlands & Coast Line
Wetlands along the coastal edge 
play a vital role in protecting against 
violent storms and high winds. 
They prevent sand erosion and 
reduce sea currents. 

Wetlands & Freshwater
Wetlands increase the natural 
flow of aquifers & underground 
water channels. Locational 
aspect of Sharjah plays an 
important role in restoring the 
hydrological system from Hajar 
Mountains on the East towards 
the Gulf on West.
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 Visitor centre and Wetland Boardwalk and Bird hides Aerial view Wasit Nature Reserve View of  Lagoons

Wasit Wetland Centre

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

Architects X-Architects
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Client Environment and Protected 
Areas Authority

Commission 2012
Design 2012 – 2012
Construction 2014 – 2015
Occupancy 2015

Site 200,000 m2

Ground Floor 2,534 m2

Total Floor 2,534 m2

Costs USD 7,623,612

Programme Part of a much larger project 
to clean up and rehabilitate 
this ancient chain of wetlands 
along the Gulf coast, 
the Wetland Centre aims to 
provide information and 
education about this unique 
environment and to 
encourage its preservation. 
The architecture of the centre 
uses the existing topography 
of the site to minimise 
the structure’s visual impact. 
Upon arrival, visitors are led 
underground along a pathway 
into a linear gallery with 
a transparent wall that allows 
them to view the birds of 
the wetland in their natural 
habitat. The centre also 
contains documentation and 
displays about the wetlands, 
and a cafeteria and shop.

Building Type Cultural Facilities
2019 Award Cycle 5066.UAE



CONCEPT DIAGRAM

To tilt the service block 
against the existing 
topography, providing 
a north oriented wall 
for the ibis birds

To maximise the view 
between birds cages 
and gallery path

To maximise the view 
to the natural area 
from the cafe.
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WETLAND VISITOR CENTRE

The architecture blends with the surroundings and uses the 
existing topography to minimize the visual impact on the 
natural scenery. On arrival a pathway leads them underground 
into a linear Gallery. A fully transparent wall allows the visitors 
to experience the birds’ in their natural environment and 
become part of it.

 Viewing Gallery Lagoons and Visitor Centre  Aerial view of Aviaries  Aviary   Viewing Gallery   View of Lagoons from Cafe  Viewing Gallery
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