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Introduction 
 
This report provides a preliminary inventory of heritage sites in the Wakhan and the Pamirs in the 
north-eastern province of Badakhshan in Afghanistan. Building on available documentation and 
information on the area, the sites listed in the following pages were visited during August and 
October 2007. The focus is on tangible heritage sites, from man-made landscapes to historic 
residential, communal and funerary structures, deemed most significant in terms of their intrinsic 
value to the history of the region and its population. It is not intended to provide a comprehensive 
account of all such sites, and the geographic scope is limited to the area between Ishkashim and 
Sarhad-e-Broghill, and the Little Pamir up to Bozai Gumbaz. This excludes Lake Chaqmatin and 
Mulk ‘Ali in the east of the Little Pamir, and the south eastern area along the Wakhjir River and the 
Bai Qara.  
 
The preparation of the inventory forms part of a wider documentation initiative by the Aga Khan Trust 
for Culture, taking in heritage sites in the Northern Areas of Pakistan, including areas inhabited by 
Wakhi communities who share ethnic, linguistic and cultural roots with the inhabitants of the Wakhan 
corridor of Afghanistan.    
 
Acknowledgements 
The field work was facilitated by AKF staff assigned to Badakhshan and the Wakhan, where Akhtar 
Iqbal and Hakim Sahib in Faizabad, Dr. Shams, Mehboob Aziz and his team in Ishkashim provided  
logistical and other support, as well as excellent advice and encouragement. Commander Abdul 
Wahid Khan, chief of border security in Badakhshan, Mahamud Wali, president of the CDC in 
Khandud, Said Shah Ismail in Qala-e-Panja and the Kyrgyz headman Haji Osman at Kashch Goz 
also provided invaluable support.   
 
Brief History of the Wakhan and Pamirs 
 
Based on stylistic evidence from the many petroglyphs in the area, the Wakhan corridor and the 
Pamirs have been settled or crossed by humans since the Lower Palaeolithic era, around 100,000 
years ago. Research in the Upper Amu Darya region confirms some form of habitation from this era, 
and there is evidence that the ‘Silk Road’, that linked the trading centers of western China with the 
Mediterranean and Europe, existed for some 1,700 years between 329 BC and 1400 AD. Chinese 
accounts mention the Wakhan region as early as the 7th century, when both the Tang and Tibetan 
rulers tried to benefit from this 8,000 km trade route that linked Yarkand and Merv via Bactria, 
passing through the Little Pamir and the Wakhan corridor. 
 
One of the earliest known accounts of the Pamirs is by a Chinese pilgrim Hsüan Tsang, who traveled 
for 17 years to India via Afghanistan, returning to China in 644 AD. Passing through Badakhshan and 
the Pamirs (the Po-mi-lo) he describes the Pamirs as ‘six thousand li from east to west , and a 
hundred li from south to north. It is situated between two snowy mountains. The cold is glacial, and 
the wind furious. Snow falls even in spring and summer, day and night the wind rages. Grain and fruit 
cannot grow there, and trees are few and far between. In the middle of the valley is a large lake, 
situated in the centre of the world on a plateau of prodigious height.’ (From Shahrani, quoted in 
Sykes 1933). 
 
Perhaps the best-known European traveler to have used this route was the Venetian trader Marco 
Polo in 1271. Mirza Muhammad Haidar passed through the Wakhan from India in 1545, while the 
Jesuit, Benedict de Goës makes reference to it on his way to China from India in the early 17th 
century. From the early 19th century, accounts of both Russian and British explorers exist. 
Lieutenant John Wood of the British Indian Navy surveyed the region in 1837, followed by a 
mission by Sir  Douglas Forsyth to Yarkand in 1874, when the first systematic geographic 
exploration took place. Among others who passed through at this time were Younghusband and 
the Swede, Sven Hedin. Further mapping was made by Lord Curzon during 1894, as part of his 
detailed study of the geography and politics of Upper Wakhan and Pamir. From the north, 
Russian expeditions also provided accounts at this time of the geography of the area, and of 
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particular note is the work of Yanov during 1891 on the zone between Broghil and Bozai Gumbaz.  
The political and military rivalry in the region during the late 19th century between the Russian 
Tsarist and British Empires ultimately led to the dissolution of the Wakhan as a local principality in 
1895, with the meeting between the Russian General Shveikovsky and the British General Gerard on 
the banks of Zor Kul (Lake Victoria). This defined new borders for the region between Russian, 
Afghanistan, China and British India, effectively creating a buffer zone between the dominant 
empires in the region. Although absent from the negotiations, China seems to have raised few 
objections. The Amir of Afghanistan, Abdur Rahman Khan, understandably objected to the 
geographical ‘gift’ that he was handed at a particularly turbulent time in his reign. He astutely 
remarked at the time that he had his share of problems with the Afghan population, without wishing 
to be held responsible for the Kirghiz bandits who inhabited the Wakhan and the Pamir. The signing 
of the Anglo-Russian Pamir Treaty ushered in a new era of exploration in the region, with the work of 
Olufsen in the late 1890’s and Stein in the early 20th century in the western Chinese provinces.  
 
The Russian revolution in 1917 caused several thousand Kyrgyz pastoral nomads to settle in the 
Great and Little Pamirs. To the east, similar migrations were restricted by the closure of the frontier 
with Afghanistan after Mao Zedong’s revolution in China in 1949. Following the 1978 coup d’etat in 
Afghanistan and subsequent invasion by Soviet troops, the Kyrgyz communities who had setteled in 
the Pamirs moved yet again to Pakistan, from where some found their way to eastern Turkey, where 
they resettled in the early 1980’s. From 1978 to 2001, travel to the Wakhan and Pamirs was 
precluded by sporadic conflict in Afghanistan. Since 2002, researchers and the more intrepid tourists 
have been able again to access the area. While the majority travel from Afghanistan, access is also 
possible from Tajikistan across the Panj and Pamir rivers, or the south through the western reaches 
of the Hindu Kush in Pakistan. The short eastern frontier with China remains strictly controlled and 
although crossings exist at the Wakhjir Pass (at 4927m) and the Kotal-e-Tegermansu Pass (at 
4872m), both are effectively closed. 
 
Additional reading on the Wakhan can be found in original accounts of Wood, (1872), Olufsen, 
(1904), Elphinstone (1815), Dunmore (1893) and Curzon (1898), or in later histories by Ewans 
(2002), Shahrani (2002), Hopkirk (1986, 2001) and Dupree (1973).  
 
 
Geography and Ethnic Groups 
 
The Geography of the Wakhan 
 
The province of Badakhshan lies in the north-east of the country and is bordered to the north by the 
Pamir range of Tajikistan and to the south by the Hindu Kush range in Pakistan. Wakhan district 
occupies a narrow finger of land running some 360 kilometers east from Ishkashim, towards the 
Chinese frontier. Although administratively defined as a single district of Wakhan, the Afghan Pamirs 
are usually referred to as a separate geographic entity. The Big or Great Pamir (Pamir Kalan or 
Pamir-e-Buzurg) range extends some 60 kilometers in the north east, rising to heights above 3500 
metres, while the central  peak of Koh-e-Pamir rises to 6320 metres. The Little or Small Pamir (Pamir 
Khurd or Pamir-e-Kochak) extends 100 kilometers from Sarhad-e-Broghil in the west, on average 
around 10 kilometers wide and rising up to  5290 metres at the Dilisang Pass on the frontier with 
Pakistan. Four passes above 3,800 metres cross this part of the Little Pamir into Pakistan. The 
highest peak in Wakhan is Koh-e-Noshaq at 7492 metres, and is effectively part of the Hindu Kush 
range to the south. 
 
The  Wakhan Corridor, which is deeply incised as a result of the action of the Panj river, is in parts 
divided into upper and lower sections along the south side of the Panj and the Wakhan Rivers. The 
Lower Wakhan comprises an area along the course of the Panj between Ishkashim and Qala-e-
Panja. The Upper Wakhan, on the other hand, comprises the area beyond Goz Khon (where the 
Panj turns north east into the Great Pamir) along the Wakhan River to Sarhad-e-Broghil, which is the 
most easterly village before the Little Pamir range. Both the upper and lower parts are between 2-3 
kilometers wide (although much narrower in parts of the Upper Wakhan), and are primarily settled by 
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Wakhi communities which in 2003 comprised some 67 settlements ranging in size from 3 to 138 
households (Fitzherbert).  
The area is dominated by the convergence of the Pamir, Hindu Kush and Karakoram ranges to form 
the ‘Pamir Knot’, a relatively young mountain system dating from the Tertiary Period (65 million-1.8 
million years ago). The collision of the mountain ranges creates the 3 most significant Asian 
watersheds, the Tarim Basin, the Oxus (Amu Darya) and the Indus channel. The high open valleys 
between these ranges form the Afghan Pamir or Bam-e-Dunya, “roof of the world”. The word Pamir  
in fact describes these high, flat valleys rather than the mountains themselves.  
 
The geographic zoning of most of the Wakhan is semi-arid / continental. Agriculture, which centres 
on the cultivation of barley (kaljow), wheat, lentils and horse beans is only possible through irrigation 
from mineral-rich melt water from seasonal snowfalls or glaciers. This is directed through networks of 
raised mud channels with small stone dams or locks to control and direct water flow. With an evarge 
altitude of some 3500 metres, the area characterized by peaty soils, alpine meadow (which forms the 
prime pasturage) and salt fields and glacial lakes at higher altitudes. Permanent snow covers most 
areas over 5000 metres.  
 
As in other highland areas, there is a significant diurnal and seasonal temperature variation. Springs 
and summers are short, with daytime temperatures rising to 40C in some cases. Winter in the 
Wakhan lasts from November to May, with daytime temperatures of 15C and nighttime down to –2 to 
–30C. The valleys experience extreme winds in summer and autumn, often resulting in prolonged 
sand-storms. Winter temperatures in the Pamirs can be as low as –50C between late September to 
late June, but summer temperatures rise to 20-30C. 
 
More detail on the ecology, topography and biodiversity of the region can be found in Mock (2005), 
Shahrani (2002), Dupree (1973) and Fitzherbert (2003). 
 
 
The Kyrgyz and the Wakhi 
 
Two distinct ethnic groups currently inhabit the Wakhan; the semi-nomadic Kyrgyz pastoralists in the 
Pamirs, and the Wakhi who are settled in the valleys.  
 
The Wakhi (often grouped with Shighni and Ishkashimi) live on both sides of the Panj and Wakhan 
as far east as Sarhad-e-Broghil. Approximately 10,000 people live in Afghanistan, with an estimated  
40,000 Wakhis living in the 3 neighbouring countries. Although there is little information on how long 
Wakhi communities have been resident in the area, it is known to have been occupied at least since 
the time of Zoroaster in the 9th-10th century BCE. Believed to be descended from Iranian stock from 
the Turkistan region, Wakhis speak Wakhi  or  Khikwor, an Indo-Iranian dialect that is also spoken 
widely in north-eastern Pakistan. Most communities are sedentary pastoralists who cultivate a limited 
range of hardy crops, which they supplement through herding livestock (sheep, goats, yak and cattle) 
which graze on the rich upper pastures, at altitudes of up to 4500 metres, during the summers.. 
 
The Kyrgyz people, who currently number around 1,400 people, are thought to have Uralic or Mongol 
origins. Their language derives from the north west Turkic linguistic group. First mentioned in the 2nd 
century AD as Kien-ku  in the Chinese Annals, the Kyrgyz people at that time were settled north of 
the Altai mountains. Most Kyrgyz settlements in the Pamirs are at altitudes of 4000 - 4500 metres, 
where they live either in yurts (Kherga in Dari or Ooee in Turkic) or stone and mud brick dwellings 
(tom) at higher altitudes. Families move seasonally according to grazing needs and the seasons. 
Kyrgyz families mostly keep sheep, goats, yaks and Bactrian camels, and trade with Wakhi 
communities to meet other needs. Historically, the Kyrgyz migrated on a seasonal basis to the 
Afghan Pamirs from Central Asia but, after the 1917 Bolshevik revolution, several thousand settled in 
the Pamirs. Some 1,300 are reported to have left for Pakistan after the 1978 coup in Afghanistan, 
and finally resettled in 1982 in the Van region of eastern Turkey.  
 
For further information on the Kyrgyz and Wakhi communities in the Pamirs, consult The Kirghiz and 
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Wakhi of Afghanistan, Adaptation to Closed Frontiers and War (1979/2002) by M.N. Shahrani. 
 
Archaeology & Architecture in the Wakhan 
 
There has been little research on the Wakhan since the 1970’s, and much of the material on the 
archaeology and architecture of the region is from 19th and early 20th century sources. A useful 
recent reference is the Gazetteer of Archaeological Sites (Ball and Gardin, 1982) which identifies 20 
sites in the Wakhan. Other sources are Wood (1872), Stein (1921), Olufsen (1904) and Knobloch 
(2002)..  
 
The fact that the Wakhan has been a crossing-point of myriad cultures and peoples is borne out in its 
built heritage, which ranges from mid-Palaeolithic rock platforms to late Sassanian/Buddhist stupas 
from 7th century to the mud-brick fort at Qala-e-Panja and burial complex at Bozai Gumbaz to the 
stone and mud fort at Qaz-e-Deh and the dry-stone slate cairn close to Borak in the Little Pamir. With 
very few standing examples of prehistoric or Buddhist monuments, only archaeological excavations 
are likely to reveal the true variety of the building tradition in the area. While this document may 
contribute to an understanding of the built heritage of the Wakhan, readers are also referred for an 
exploration of the rock art to Hauptmann (2005); for an overview of the wider traditional architecture 
of Afghanistan to Szabo and Barfield (1991) and Knobloch (2002). Anthropological perspectives on 
life and settlement in the area can be found in Dupree (1972), Kussmal (1965), Senarclens de Grany 
(1972) and Shahrani (2002).  
 
As in similar remote areas, most built structures in the Wakhan rely primarily on readily-available 
construction materials. Burial sites, dwellings, corals for livestock and boundary walls are 
predominantly built from stone of varying sizes and coursing, laid dry or with mud mortar. The walls 
of contemporary homes and burial structures are commonly rendered with earth plaster inside and 
out, with regional variations depending on the geology and availability of suitable stone and earth. 
The use of stone in Ishkashim, at the western end of the Wakhan, illustrates the diverse use to which 
stone is put, with some 6 types of construction identified. In an area where rounded stones and 
boulders (from 0.10 x 0.04m to 1.00 x 0.50m) abound, they are used in the walls of most homes and 
perimeter enclosures, as well as irrigation structures. Use of massive boulders can also be seen in 
surviving parts of the historic ‘Kafir Qala’ in the north of the settlement. Further west up the valley, 
large rough-hewn granite blocks are used in the walling of homes, along with slate where available.  
 
 
Flat Roof and Massive Stone Wall Construction 
 
The most common technique for the construction of walls is stone, laid dry or in mud mortar to a 
thickness of up to 1.10 metres, providing the thermal mass required for occupants of buildings to 
cope with the harsh climate. External walls are usually of rubble or hewn stone, mainly laid 
uncoursed, although examples of herring bone coursing are seen. In the case of dwellings, interior 
and occasionally exteriors of homes are plastered with earth/straw mix to protect from wind and rain. 
Timber or stone quoins are used in the corners of some structures, with short lengths of horizontal 
timber built into walls where additional strength is required. In areas where timber is scarce, openings 
are small, obviating the need for lintels or enabling available slate to be used. By contrast, larger 
openings are observed in some homes in areas where timber is more plentiful. The roof is most 
commonly constructed on timber (mainly poplar) poles spanning between the stone structure, with 
smaller timber rafters laid cross-wide. In cases where posts are needed to support the roof, walnut or 
mulberry wood is used. Over the rafters a layer of brush (often tamarisk) is commonly laid before a 
layers of  reeds over which a layer of mud is laid to falls. As in other areas with heavy snowfalls, 
traditional roofs of this type require regular clearance of snow and maintenance. 
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Top & above: Details of flat-roof and massive stone wall construction as found in the Wakhan (after 
Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. 1991). Massive stone dwelling in Sarhad-e-Broghil.  
 
The form of many Wakhi dwellings in the corridor follows a similar pattern to that seen in the 
Northern Areas in Pakistan, which is a single-storey homestead (khana) with no external windows, 
surrounded by a series of courtyards or outer enclosures, housing stables and stores. The massive 
stone surrounding walls, that are usually plastered, provide thermal insulation in the central living 
area, which is the focus for domestic life of the occupants, usually an extended family of between 15 
and 25. Usually built in the centre of the family's land, these homesteads vary in size but are almost 
identical in the layout of spaces, with a central communal area accessed through subsidiary rooms or 
corridors so as to retain warmth during the winter and ensure that the all-important hearth fire 
remains alight. The central space is rectangular, with raised earth platforms on all sides, between 30 
and  90 cm above the main floor level. The highest platform is usually opposite the entrance, and is 
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where the hearth, used almost exclusively by the women, is built. A typical layout of the Wakhi khana 
is illustrated below: (see Olufsen, O. 1904 and Shahrani, M. 1979, 2002 for further details). 
 
Below: typical layout of a Wakhi house in Khandud, arranged around a central space (pagah) that 
includes a raised cooking area and spaces for sleeping/working. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of these homesteads in Khandud were visited during the fieldwork, when owners claimed 
that they were several hundred years old. Apart from the distinctive layout of spaces, all such homes 
had a single skylight (riczn in Wakhi) in the roof over the cooking area in the central communal 
space. This is constructed of 5 square frames of timber, diminishing size, set on top of each other at 
45°, to form a coffer that allows light to penetrate the space while permitting smoke to rise from the 
hearth. This detail can also be seen in newly-built homes or extensions to older dwellings. A similar 
detail was recorded in Pashai homes in Nuristan (Sazbo & Barfield 1991, Wutt 1981). 

 
Above & left: Examples of skylights (riczn  in Wakhi) from 
Tshehel Kand (left), and Sarhad-e-Broghil (right). 
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Yurts 
 
In addition to permanent dwellings, Kyrgyz families in the Wakhan inhabit yurts, which represent the 
smallest independent ’herding’ unit in their pastoral nomadic society, known as the oey. Yurts are an 
ingenious response to a need for mobility in an extreme climate, with two main types prevalent in 
Afghanistan; the Firozkohi or conical-roofed structure most commonly seen north of the Hari Rud in 
the Sufak area, and a domical form (Kherga in Dari or  Ooee in Turkic) used throughout northern 
Afghanistan by Turkmen and Uzbek semi-nomadic pastoralists and semi-sedentary farmers, and by 
the Kyrgyz in the Pamirs.  Of this latter dome-type yurt, both double (with a lower and wider profile) 
or single-tier lattices were seen in use in the Little Pamir during the course of this research. While the 
form of the dome varies, all yurts comprise three basic elements, the wall, roof structure and a roof 
covering.  
 
1. Yurt walls:  
 
Walls are constructed of a lattice framework (kerege or qoshqanat in Uzbek and tarem in Turkmen) 
attached to a doorframe to form a cylindrical shape. Most commonly, eight double lattices in two 
layers of four or one tier of four lattices are used. Each lattice has two layers, with leather straps used 
to join these, while enabling the structure to flex under pressure. The lattice is attached to a series of 
wooden poles driven into the ground and tensioned by means of woven woolen bands that run 
around the cylinder and help to resisting lateral thrust from the roof struts and wind. The doorframe 
(eshik or darwaza) is up to a metre wide and 1.50 metres high, with grooves on the outward edge to 
house the lattice framework. Wooden doors seem to be rare, with reed-reinforced felt more usually 
used to cover the main opening, as was the case at Kashch Goz. In the Pamirs, doors are orientated  
south away from the prevailing wind. 
 
 
2. Roof system: 
 
The roof is made up of 40 to 60 radial struts (uq), depending on the size of the yurt, and a roof ring 
(tunuk). Bent willow poles are tapered to slot into holes in the roof ring and attached at their base to 
the V shape of the lattice framework. The wooden roof ring is strengthened by the insertion of up to 
two timber spokes to help resist the inward thrust of the roof struts.  
 
Below: Details of the roof construction of a typical domical yurt as used throughout the Pamirs. 
(Diagram after Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. 1991. Photo taken in Kashch Goz). 
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3. Roof covering. 
 
The covering of the yurt comprises a heavy felt covering (kiz or namad) laid over the radial struts and 
over the outer lattice that make up the walls, to which it is secured by woolen straps. In winter, this 
covering is extended to reach or overlap with the ground, with a reed mat (chegh) secured on the 
outside face to protect it. In summer, the felt covering is sometimes rolled up and the reed matting 
left in place, to allow ventilation into the yurt while preserving the privacy of the occupants. Both the  
chegh the door may be decorated with appliqué designs that relate to the owner’s family or clan. 
 
 
With very limited space within a yurt, a similar internal layout seems to be used most dwellings, with 
an area to the left of the entrance used as a cooking/storage area, defined by a fabric screen that 
may bear coloured decoration. Facing the entrance to the yurt are the stacked storage chests 
(originally wooden but increasingly embossed metal trunks) that contain the family possessions. 
These chests have the added purpose of providing further stability to the yurt and protection from the 
elements in winter. Bedclothes and linen is kept on top of these trunks, in addition to rugs that seem 
to be a sign of status and wealth.. The cooking hearth is located in the middle of the internal space of 
the yurt, underneath the tunuk, where an iron tripod or a cast-iron stove is used. Saddles, boots, 
bags, winter coats and firearms are kept to the right of the entrance of the yurt, usually hung from the 
lattice. Most family activity takes place by day around the fire, around which the family sleeps, feet 
towards the fire, at night. 
 
Methodology: Documentation Format & Description 
 
Given that the recording, assessment and representation of key data on the built environment was 
the prime objective of this project, a significant amount of time and energy went into determining the 
process of collection and classification. In order to determine the optimal process and format, a 
number of other inventories of cultural heritage in the region were referred to. Among these were: 
Landmark Monuments Inventory, Northern Areas Pakistan (AKCSP, 2006), Architectural Heritage 
Ladakh (INTACH, 2003); Delhi, The Built Heritage: A Listing (INTACH: Delhi 1999).  
Based on this, a number of ideas were incorporated, as were specific data fields required by AKCSP, 
including GIS references. Further, it was also decided that the form used for field surveys should 
resemble as far as possible the inventory that makes up the final report. The final inventory listing 
provides 21 data fields which can explained as follows:  
 
Province (welayat):   Badakhshan prov. is # 14 in the Afghan CSO classification
   
District (woluswali):   The 2 districts covered under this report are Ishkashim and 
     Wakhan, whose CSO numbers  are 1418 and 1419 respect
     tively. While the Pamirs are usually described as Great and 
     Little, both officially fall within Wakhan administrative district. 
 
Valley:     Primary river valley (Panj, Wakhan or Aksu) in which the  
     site is located, for GIS and data base purposes.  
     
Sub-Valley:    Nearest sub-valley to the site (if known). 
 
Settlement / Area:   Village name, or area for sites located away from major  
     settlements (i.e in Little Pamir). 
 
AKF ID number:    Aga Khan Foundation data-base recognition number 
 
Orientation:    Direction in which the building or monument is, or  
     appears to be, facing. This could be significant for burial  
     sites or religious structures - built or otherwise. 
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GIS Reference:    Providing height, northing and easting data to accurately 
     locate the entries and for data-base referencing. 3 readings 
     were taken, although satellite coverage was not always pos
     sible, due to the terrain. 
 
Main Form type:   Classification of a site or monument on the basis of its  
     perceived or identified function. Principal form types used 
     are: residential, religious, commemorative, defensive, ad 
     ministrative and natural site. 
 
Function / Sub-type:   A sub-division within the main form type. eg; Dwelling,  
     Mosque, Fort, Mazar, Petroglyph, etc. 
 
Age / Date:    Date, where this is can be determined for a specific site,  
     through oral or documentary sources. Where not available, 
     a range is provided i.e. 10,000BC, 15th—18th century. 
 
Usage:     Present function of the site - even where abandoned or 
      ruined, with a statement of its original purpose, where  
     known.  
 
Access:     Description of the location of the monument in its immediate 
     environment and accessibility. 
 
Ownership:    Definition, where possible, of whether a site is currently in 
     private ownership or communally-owned, or the property of 
     local or central government.  
 
Image File:    Number for the retrieval of a single or group of images  
     relating to the inventory entry. 
 
Historical / Social /    Individual significance or ‘value’ of a site or monument  
Religious Significance:   on the basis of which it has been included in the heritage 
inventory. 
 
Physical / Architectural Description: Size, design, lay out and out and materials used in the  
     construction of a site or monument where such details  
     can be observed in the field or obtained from 
      documentary sources. 
 
Specific Architectural Details:  Particular architectural (or other) features of a monument 
     that are significant for their design, style, age, constructional 
     detail or can convey an insight into past usage. 
 
Condition Description:   The current state of the site on the basis of a brief visual 
     survey. 
 
Current and Potential Threats:  Factors responsible the present state of the site or 
     monument and an indication as to those factors (including 
     new ones) that might also effect condition and levels of  
     preservation in the future. 
 
References:    Lists any pertinent sources referred to in the inventory entry 
     or are of specific relevance to the site in question.  
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In undertaking the field work, it was decided to work from west to east up the Wakhan Corridor to 
Sarhad-e-Broghil, with a one-week trip into the Little Pamir. Sites visited were initially chosen on the 
basis of the 20 locations in the Wakhan listed in Ball and Gardin’s 1982 Gazetteer, with additional 
information from accounts by Olufsen (1904), Stein (1901), Wood (1872), Grazl, (1975) and other 
sources (see bibliography). In addition to these documented sites, others that seemed to be of 
cultural significance that were encountered in the field, sometimes as a result of conversations en 
route, were visited and, where, appropriate, included in this inventory. 
 
 
Summary and Conclusions 
 
Variety and Range of the Monuments 
 
Whilst the time available for and extent of the fieldwork in the Wakhan was limited, a significant 
number of heritage sites of considerable variety were found to survive, in different states of repair. 
This inventory contains basic information on 96 sites, ranging from the mud-brick domed tomb of Rus 
Malik at Khandud to recent agricultural-related construction around Sarhad-e-Broghil. They range in 
time span from Upper Palaeolithic (c.15-10,000 BC) at petroglyphic sites at Issik-Tal to 20th century 
structures such as a royal hunting lodge in Ishkashim.  
 
The bulk of the entries in the inventory are for petroglyphs and inscriptions (25) , followed by domed 
grave structures (9). This bears out the significance of burial customs and religious/social 
commemoration from the prehistoric times to the present day. In the case of petroglyphs, individual 
sites in both the Wakhan and Little Pamir were found to have several examples on single or multiple 
boulders—with more than 30 in the case of Yuzuk. While some of the petroglyphs in the inventory 
include those  previously published, including those by Olufsen in the late 19th century, a number of 
potentially ‘new’ examples that were found in less well-known locations have been added. More 
systematic research on petroglyphs in the region is currently being undertaken by the Laboratory of 
Geo-Archaeology, Ministry of Education and Sciences in Kazakhstan and by the International 
Institute for Central Asian Studies in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.  
 
While a number of dwellings were recorded during the course of the fieldwork, these represent only a  
very small sample of the many residences that exist in small settlements through the region. Those 
recorded in this inventory represent a cross-section of historic and contemporary homes, which share 
an enduring tradition of form and construction techniques. 
 
Below: Petroglyphs and burial tombs, the two site types most frequently occurring in the survey. 
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Table 1: A Summary of Monument Sub-types Recorded in the 2007 Wakhan Inventory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Condition, Survival and Public Attitudes. 
 
A range of possible threats face the architectural and archaeological heritage of the Wakhan. This is 
borne out by the fact that a number of important monuments that had been recorded in the late 19th 
century, along with several seen in the 1970’s, could not be found during the course of this fieldwork, 
despite the use of accurate maps and 4-figure grid references.  
 
In this harsh environment, natural decay is perhaps the most widespread threat to cultural heritage 
sites. Wind and heavy snowfall can cause serious erosion of stone structures which, unless regularly 
maintained, are vulnerable to permanent damage. Penetration of water from roofs causes damage to 
internal plaster or woodwork. Many of the mud-brick structures that were recorded by earlier travelers 
seems to have disintegrated as a result of erosion due to snow and wind, while others seem to have 
fallen into terminal disrepair due to lack of maintenance or as a result of looting. In some cases, fine 
architectural details (such as the squinches and painted plasterwork in the tombs at Khandud) have 
been all but lost due to lack of adequate protection.  
 
On the other hand, petroglyphs and more recent Persian inscriptions have on the whole survived 
well, due in part to the fact that they are cut into hard granite, and also due to their inaccessibility. 
Fortunately, virtually no recent graffiti was observed, although some Palaeolithic examples seem to 
have had text added in the 14th-19th centuries. Only one petroglyph (057) was found to have modest 
‘modern’ additions to the inscription, but this did not obliterate the earlier text entirely. 
 
The region also lies within a zone of high seismic activity, with the last major event in the Hindu Kush 
region taking place in 2005, measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale. Even minor earth tremors can 
damage unstable historic structures 
 
An important secondary threat to historic sites is looting - either for the purposes of searching for 
archaeological material or for re-use of stone of other elements in new structures, For example, the 
mud-brick superstructure of the stupas at Bad-e-Asya south of Khandud (survey No. 036) and at 
Tupkhana (survey No. 043 dating from late Sassanian/ 7th century), between Khandud and Yuzuk, 
seem to have disintegrated before their stone platforms were dismantled for re-use in new 
construction nearby. While cultivation of land up the Khandud-Lunko valley had begun to encroach 

Monument sub-type No. Monument sub-type     No. 

Petroglyphs/Inscriptions 25 Hisar / Kala (small)      3 

Gumbaz  9 Historic Landscapes      3 

Kyrgyz Buildings 8 Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlements      3 

Village Houses 7 Intangible Heritage      3 

Mazars 6 Other Commemorative Monuments      3 

Hisar / Kala (large) 6 Buddhist / Sasanian Platforms      2 

Sacred Natural Sites 5 Mosques      2 

Cemeteries 5 Cave Houses      2 

Other Historic Buildings 4 Total     96 
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on the site of Bad-e-Asya some time ago, the apparent loss of the Tupkhana stupa is significant, as it 
was recorded to be standing as recently as 1972 (Mouchet & Blanc) and was covered in rare painted 
geometric shards. The original site of  Tupkhana was found near Yuzuk during the course of this 
fieldwork, when scattered mud brick was recorded in the approximate vicinity.  
 
Other examples of substantial monuments that may not have survived include the converted vihara, 
Karwanbalasi (survey No. 059) which was documented by Aurel Stein in 1901 and the slate fort of  
‘Saihpush Kafir’ at Zengi Bar on the Wakhan River, which was recorded by both Olufsen in 1904 and 
Wood in 1872. Although the recorded sites were visited, no signs whatsoever could be found of 
either structure—hopefully due to a lack of accurate geographic information.  
 
In a context where no major external initiative has been taken to either safeguard or conserve the 
surviving cultural heritage, or even raise awareness about its importance, it is little surprise that the 
attitudes of local inhabitants in the Wakhan range between indifference to a certain pride, depending 
on the site in question. As experience with the conservation of the natural environment has shown, 
local understanding of the value of cultural heritage will be vital to ensuring that further sites do not 
fall into disrepair or are not willfully damaged.  
 
Accessibility & Location 
 
The bulk of the time during the field research was taken up in locating and accessing sites to be 
assessed for the inventory. In many cases, such as the petroglyphs at Issik-Tal, Yuzuk and Broghil, 
Kansir fort, the Kyrgyz mazar in the Langar valley and gumbaz between Ishkashim and Sarhad, heir 
remote location seems to have protected the sites from human damage. This fact needs to be taken 
into account in efforts to facilitate access by tourists to these sites, either through physical measures 
on site or dissemination of information.  
 
There were few obstacles to access to sites encountered during the course of the field work in the 
Wakhan, where the legal ownership is rarely known or an issue. As for dwellings or certain private 
burial sites, access was possible by prior arrangement, usually in the company of a village elder. It 
was also possible to access monuments situated on private agricultural or other land with the 
appropriate introductions and an explanation of the purpose of the research. 
 
Attitudes to Heritage and Looting  
 
In general, the presence of an expatriate doing fieldwork was welcomed by village representatives 
and ‘head men’, as it was by members of the general public encountered en route. Many of the 
inhabitants seemed rightly proud of their cultural heritage, and saw the preservation of this and the 
surrounding natural environment as worthwhile. Knowledge and understanding of the history of the 
area, however, and its built heritage was rudimentary at best, with ‘local historians’ having little more 
than a very general knowledge of sites. This can be illustrated by the case of the large village of 
Khandud, purportedly a Buddhist centre in the 7th century, where now every structure is described 
by the inhabitants as ‘Buddhist’.  
 
Little evidence was found during the course of the fieldwork of communities maintaining sites, even in 
the case of recent burial monuments that may belong to relatives. In fact, little respect seems to be 
shown even for important older grave sites or burial monuments, with two large domed tombs in the 
centre of Khandud and a smaller tomb in the Ismaili mosque complex currently being used for the 
disposal of rubbish.  
 
In certain cases, looting of historic sites has clearly taken place, perhaps by people in search of 
objects of some monetary value. The abandoned settlement and cemetery near Kashkandyow (030) 
had been systematically looted, with graves dug up and human bones strewn over the site. Graves 
had also been dug up in Rus Malik and its associated smaller tomb in Khandud (041, 042), the 
Siahpush Kafir’s Kala’s at Ishkashim and Qaz-e-Deh (006, 072) and at the ‘Silk Route’ trading / 
customs building between Ishkashim and Ftur. These examples suggest that looting is random and 
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intermittent, with certain sites targeted on the basis of guesswork as to the likely contents of an 
‘ancient’ monument. As has been the case elsewhere in Afghanistan, it is likely that illegal 
excavations will, if anything, increase over time, as unscrupulous dealers search out objects of value 
from remote sites. During the course of the fieldwork, an account was heard of an artifact 
accidentally excavated during the course of building work in a small settlements in western Wakhan, 
removed to the village mazar, from where it was promptly stolen and reportedly taken out of the 
country and sold. It seems vital that the intrinsic value of cultural objects is part of village education, 
so that the new generation of villagers may themselves provide better protection to historic sites of 
which they are aware. 
 
Risks from human damage  
 
While many of the inhabited buildings  recorded during the course of the fieldwork were not of 
considerable age or architectural merit, certain buildings in Qal-e-Panja and Khandud face the risk of 
alterations by their occupants. In a context where the practice of renewal and addition is 
commonplace for property-owners, there is no control on such activities. In the case of Ptukh (063) 
repairs to an historic structure have been undertaken carefully, using local materials and 
incorporating interpretations of historic forms and details. This is less successful, however, in the 
addition of a modern extension to a mud brick property in the Langar Valley (053). With greater 
mobility in and out of the Wakhan, pressure to transform traditional buildings will doubtless increase, 
and proper measures should be in place to encourage where possible owners to retain traditional 
features.  
 
Vandalism is also likely to pose and increasing problem in relation to historic sites, as access of 
tourists is encouraged.  
 
Other regional ‘development’ issues that could have an impact on the cultural and natural  
landscape in the Wakhan include the a proposal to build a small short runway at Qaz-e-Deh to 
facilitate tourism within the region, and an extension of the main Kunduz-Taloqan road beyond 
Faizabad to Ishkashim and on through the Wakhan corridor to China. Both would have a 
questionable impact on the natural and historic environment, eve if they could bring considerable 
economic benefits to the  population of the region. 
 
Recommendations  
 
The Wakhan and the Pamirs represent an environmentally diverse part of the Badakhshan province 
exhibiting a rich cultural heritage. This heritage is finite and much of it may disappear or degrade in 
the ensuing years if appropriate action is not taken by local communities, with support from 
committed specialists from outside of the area. It seems vital that awareness be raised in the region 
of the   intrinsic value of these resources, of the role that appropriate development may play in 
safeguarding them, and also of the threats that exist. A number of recommendations are set out 
below in order to promote further discussion as to how this unique region of Afghanistan may be 
safeguarded for future generations of Afghans. 
 
Further Documentation: 
Whilst representing a useful resource for scholars, this inventory only examines a small proportion of 
sites in the Wakhan. A more comprehensive inventory is needed, together with more detailed 
documentation and research work on key sites, to advance the understanding of the history of the 
region. In order to achieve this, more fieldwork is required in the east and south-east of the Little 
Pamir, in the Great Pamir and among the settlements dotted between Ishkashim and Sarhad-e-
Broghil. It may also be appropriate (in terms of the geography and history of the Wakhan and Pamirs) 
to extend the scope of research across the Panj river to encompass Wakhi settlements in Tajikistan. 
Historically, explorers and geographers followed the route into the Wakhan on what is now the Tajik 
side of the river, where a number of important sites not included in this inventory are located.  
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Conservation: 
 
In addition to more detailed documentation of monuments or areas that are deemed to be at risk, a 
process of pilot stabilization or conservation could be envisaged in some cases. This will need to be 
carefully balanced with any ongoing development initiatives in the area, and the priorities that might 
emerge from consultations with local communities. In addition, the sheer logistical challenges of 
working in this environment will need to be considered and risks assessed. Initially, it would seem to 
be economically and logistically advisable to embark on only one such pilot conservation project.  
 
The choice of any such site will also require careful consideration. Based on an assessment of the 
material gathered to date, a summary of sites that may potentially benefit from additional 
documentation and pilot conservation work are as follows; 
 
Survey No: 023. Bozai Gumbaz (multiple tombs) 
 
Although not surveyed, the 14 remaining structures at Bozai Gumbaz are some of the most 
interesting structures recorded during the fieldwork. Mentioned by every well known explorer and 
geographer that has passed through the region from the 7th century to date, the complex is a fine 
example of the multiple monument form, which is situated in a remote site in the Little Pamir. The 
complex requires fairly urgent attention for both documentation and protection/conservation. 
 
Survey No: 034. Kansir (Ka Ka / Sirigh Chaupan) 
 
An historically-significant Tang Dynasty fort with elements of the outer wall and other defensive 
features surviving. Although a very important site, conservation work may be precluded by its remote 
location on a spur overlooking the Broghil Stream at a height of 4000m. The site would, however, 
benefit from more detailed documentation, following that undertaken in 1901. 
 
Survey No: 041. Rus Malik Tomb. 
 
A substantial tomb of unknown age and origin with an adjoining ruined tomb. Both are accessible, 
located in the centre of Khandud, between Ishkashim and Broghil. These tombs may represent an 
opportunity for a relatively small-scale conservation or documentation exercise.  
 
Survey No: 042. Ismaili Mosque Tomb 
A much smaller version of tombs in 041 above, this is also located in Khandud and currently used as 
a wall for the Ismaili jamatkhana. A feasible option for pilot conservation. 
 
Survey No: 066 / 067. Qala-e-Panja Forts (x2) 
 
Two substantial forts survive in Qala-e-Panja, an almost completely ruined stone built structure 
adjacent to the Panj and a larger mud brick turreted fort in the centre of the village. Both buildings 
would be suitable for  further survey work although elements of the mud brick fort might be 
particularly appropriate for conservation, notably the large external turrets. Qala-e-Panja is a very 
accessible village situated approximately half way to Sarhad-e-Broghil from Ishkashim with a guest 
house / camp site. The Ministry of Culture and Information are currently in process of building a small 
‘tourist’  
information centre in the village. 
 
Survey No: 072. Kar Kar,  (Qaz-e-Deh slate fort) 
 
A slate constructed fort on the western outskirts of Qaz-e-Deh. This impressive fort of an  
unusual construction has surviving external walls and some internal features although collapse has 
made this layout difficult to discern. Certainly worthy of further detailed recording as no known  
surveys currently exist of this site. The site is half an hours walk from the road across a slate ‘scree’ 
slope and is partially hidden from the view of passers by. Due to its rather unusual location  



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
17 

conservation work would probably have to be well justified and documentation, as with Kansir, may 
present a more workable and realistic suggestion. 
 
Some of these sites, whilst significant, would not be practical to rebuild or conserve in the short term 
due to either their advanced state of ruin and / or their problematic locations, but would certainly 
benefit from a further phase of more detailed documentation. A number of smaller Kyrgyz temporary 
dwellings and single gumbaz also exist that would benefit from immediate assistance, but may prove 
either too small a project or problematic in terms of ownership issues and local politics. It must also 
be borne in mind what the ultimate benefit of rebuilding or conserving any of these monuments 
should be for the local Afghan population. 
 
It is hoped that at the very least the information provided in this inventory in addition to any 
subsequent heritage documentation may feed in to one or a number of publications that may be of 
benefit to the local and regional Afghan population, tourists and heritage professionals nationally and 
internationally. This may be in the form of a small ‘guidebook’ of heritage sites to be used by trekkers 
or even perhaps booklets for children. If small scale conservation work is undertaken then such 
documentation may also be usable in the production of information panels at key sites between 
Ishkashim and Broghil, emphasizing the significance (whether social, religious or architectural) of 
specific monuments, villages and their place within the ubiquitous ‘Silk Road’, a term that is 
undoubtedly the most common reason for potential tourists having either read or known about the 
Afghan side of the Hindu Kush. 
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Survey No. Province & No. District & No. Village / Area Site Name Sub-form 
1 Badakhshan 14 Ishkashim 1418 Ishkashim Bala Hisar Fort 
2       Ishkashim Cave Houses Caves 
3       Darwand Waterfall Petroglyphs 
4       Ishkashim Gumbaz Gumbaz 
5       Prehistoric Goat Cult Folklore 
6       Siahpush Kafir's Fort Fort 
7        'Silk Route' Customs Post Commercial Bldg. 
8       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
9       Zahir Shah Hunting Lodge Dwelling 

10 Badakhshan 14 Wakhan 1419 Aqbelis Pass Aqbelis Petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
11       Wakhi Settlement Yurts 
12     Baba Tangi Baba Tangi Mountain Sacred site 
13       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
14     Barnaz Kyrgyz Settlement Yurts 
15       Kyrgyz (winter?) settlement Dwelling 
16     Borak Boraz Gumbaz  Gumbaz 
17       Kyrgyz Building Dwelling 
18       Kyrgyz Building Dwelling 
19       Kyrygz Building  / Mazar Dwelling 
20       Borak Petroglyphs (Wild Yak Hunting) Petroglyphs 
21       Borak Petroglyphs (Inscriptions) Petroglyphs 
22       Borak Petroglyph / Sacred site Petroglyphs 
23     Bozai Gumbaz Bozai Gumbaz Gumbaz 
24     Daliz Pass Daliz Petroglyphs Gumbaz 
25     Ftur Ftur cemetery Cemetery 
26     Goz Khon Hisar Cemetery (small mazar) Cemetery 
27       Goz Khon Mazar  Mazar 
28       Siahpush Hisar Fort 
29     Issik Issik Tal Petroglyphs 
30     Kashkandyow Kashkandyow Deserted Settlement Dwelling 
31     Kashch Goz Kashch Goz Gumbaz Gumbaz 
32       Kashch Goz Kyrgyz  Settlement Yurts 
33       Kashch Goz Petroglyph Petroglyphs 
34     Kar Kar Kansi  / Sirigh Chaupan Fort 
35     Khandud Bad-e-Asya Petroglyphs 
36       Bad-e-Asya (Stone Platform) Stupa? 
37       Cave Houses Caves 
38       Gumbaz & Cemetery Gumbaz 
39       Ishmaili Mosque Mosque 
40       Khandud Petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
41       Rus Malik Tomb (large) Tomb 
42       Khandud Tomb (small) Tomb 
43       Tupkhana Stupa 
44       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
45       Wakhi Shrine (?) Mazar 
46     Langarkish Zingi Bar Fort 
47     Langar Valley Kyrgyz Mazar & Cemetery Mazar 
48       Kyrgyz Cemetery (upper) Cemetery 
49       Kyrgyz seasonal single buildings Dwelling 
50       Kyrgyz seasonal building Dwelling 
51       Kyrgyz seasonal building Dwelling 
52       Langarkish petroglyphs / cultivation Petroglyphs 
53       Langar Valley Mud Brick House Dwelling 
54       Langar Petroglyphs 1 Petroglyphs 
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Survey No. Province & No. District & No. Village / Area Site Name Sub-form 
55 Badakhshan 14 Wakhan 1419   Langar Petroglyphs 2 Petroglyphs 
56       Langar Petroglyphs 3 Petroglyphs 
57       Sandstone Inscriptions Petroglyphs 
58     Mirza Murad Pass Karwan-Balasi Memorial 
59       Mirza Murad Gumbaz Gumbaz 
60     Ptukh Ptukh Gumbaz Gumbaz 
61     Ptukh Ptukh Tal Petroglyphs 
62       Traditional Landscapes Field Systems 
63       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
64     Pygish Pygish Natural Mazars Mazar / Sacred site 
65     Qale-e-Panja Dargah-e- Qala-e-Panja Petroglyphs 
66       Hisar (mudbrick & stone) Fort 
67       Hisar (slate) Fort 
68       Historic House Dwelling 
69       Wakhi Mazar (horns) Mazar 
70     Qaz-e-Deh Qaz-e-Deh-Gumbaz Gumbaz 
71       Kar Kar Fort 
72       Mosque (former) Mosque 
73       Natural Mazar (Boulder) Mazar / Sacred site 
74     Qul-e-Chaqmatin Mulk 'Ali Petroglyphs 
75     Sang-e-Navishta Petroglyph (Ab-e-Badjins) Petroglyphs 
76       Sang-e-Navishta petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
77       Slate 'cairn' Memorial 
78       Wakhi Settlement / yurts Yurts 
79     Sarhad-e-Broghil Cemeteries Cemetery 
80       Fortified Khana Fort / Dwelling 
81       Broghil Gumbaz Gumbaz 
82       Mazar (natural site) Mazar 
83       Pamir Music Festival  Festival 
84       Broghil Petroglyphs 1 Petroglyphs 
85       Broghil Petroglyphs 2 Petroglyphs 
86       Silk Route  Ancient Pathways 
87       Traditional Landscapes Field Systems 
88       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
89     Shkhaur Laksh Petroglyphs 
90     Sust-e-Bala Sust-e-Bala Petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
91     Tergen Gorum Rahmen Gul Petroglyphs 
92     Tshehel Kand Tshehel Kand Gumbaz Gumbaz 
93       Tshehel Kand Petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
94       Vernacular Architecture Dwelling 
95     Yuzuk Yuzuk Petroglyphs Petroglyphs 
96       Traditional Landscapes Field Systems 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District:  Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: Northwest-south east, south side of Panj River north of Ishkashim 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2687m                         2686m                        2684m 
36’43.286’                   36’43.072’                   36’43.29’ 
071’35.818’                 071’35.819’                 071’35.820’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Multi-period. Hellenistic, Kushan, Islamic (Pre-Mongol), Timurid. 

Usage: (past/current). Former extensive military camp guarding access along the  
Wakhan valley where Ishkashim River joins the Panj. Currently in 
a ruined state, used as a local viewing point across to Tajikistan. 
 

 . 

  

Bala Hisar (Kala Tepe) 

 Bala Hisar. Survey No: 001 

     Survey No: 001 
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Ownership: 
 

Unknown (local government?). Not protected 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Represents one of the largest hisar in the 
Wakhan Corridor albeit surviving in a somewhat eroded form. The 
fort is significant not only in terms of its size and obvious social 
and military  importance in the past (used over an extensive pe-
riod of time by numerous cultures), but also architecturally in 
terms of the nature of its form in the study of such defensive 
monuments within the country and the region. Although originat-
ing much earlier, its layout is not unlike elements of the famous 
Bala Hisar in Kabul. The site was examined to some depth in the 
1950-60’s by German archaeologist, by the Japanese in the 
1960’s and more recently Gardin et al in the late 1970’s. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

An extensive site covering a total area of 340m x 340m with an 
inner citadel (observable only as low wall marks) of 150m x 100m. 
The remnants of the defensive outer wall are clear on the north 
east and east sides constructed of massive stone work rendered 
with mud. A defended entrance is also observable at this point. 
Remains of the walls and 36+ turrets arranged in a zig-zag pat-
tern survive only to a height of c. 0.30m, and can be partially ob-
served on the south east, southern and eastern side of  the fort. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Difficult to discern in its current condition but the survival of 4  
turrets on the eastern side of the site and the defended north  
entrance adjacent to the Panj River are of considerable interest. 
The remains of a possible central ‘tower’ of some importance 
(6.60m x 7.90m x 2.20m) of a paxa (?) and rubble build survives 
on the uppermost part of the Hisar ‘mound’. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Generally in a poor state of repairs with many of the turrets and 
mud brick structures only surviving as shallow impressions or at 
foundation level. The remains of a substantial stone built structure 
partially survive on the crest of the hill on which the fort is built, as 
do at 4-5 stone and mud brick turrets on the protected north / 
north east side, in addition to a number of massive stone walls. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion primarily though wind acting upon 
exposed mud brick structures and the mortar within extant stone 
structures. Although a well know local landmark overlooking the 
river to Ishkashim  in Tajikistan it is not overused by the public. 
Long term issues may also relate to an increase of the number of 
tourists visiting the site, damage by unregulated research and 
inappropriate restoration or alteration of the site by the local  
authorities. Illegal excavation on parts of the site also appear to 
be an increasing issue, as at many other sites throughout the 
region. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). Ball, W & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Access from the south via north side of Ishkashim village on the 
south bank of River Panj. Also via steep climb on east  
side and former defended entrance to the north-east. Near  
vertical drop on west and north sides to valley and river below. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East facing up Panj River valley 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2594m                        2592m                         2591m 
36’43.240’                   36’43.241’                   36’43.241’ 
071’36.160’                 071’36.160’                 071’36.159’ 

Main Form Type: Industrial 

Function / Sub-Type: Mines (clay extraction for construction) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th—19th century (possibly earlier) 

Usage: (past/current). Clay mine. Possibly used as ‘dwellings in 19th century. Currently 
empty. 

 . 

  

Cave Houses 

 Cave Houses. Survey No: 002 

     Survey No: 002 
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Ownership: Private. Local landowner? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The ‘cave’ houses were first described by Olufsen (1904) as  
being occupied by locals during the 19th century and earlier. 
However, on close inspection these caves appear to be small pits 
excavated to extract clay from very obvious horizontal seams, 
employed locally in the traditional construction of buildings.  
Although they may have been used subsequently by herdsmen 
as temporary dwellings, they are unlike the cave houses Olufsen 
observed in the cliffs north of the Panj at sites such as Vrang  
(Varang) in what is now Tajikistan. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 

Approximately 30+ small ‘caves’ roughly hewn into the prominent  
sandstone? ridge running north east of Ishkashim near the Bala 
Hisar. The caves vary in size from 0.50m-3m wide to 2-3m deep. 
None are greater than 1.5-2.0m in height. They appear to have 
been excavated from a clay rich seam approximately a quarter of 
the way up the ridge. Internally some crude tool marks are still 
visible. No signs of use as dwellings could be seen, such as clay 
or timber extensions to the entrances or small mud brick walls, 
(after Szarbo & Barfield, 1991). However, the upper (larger) caves 
were not accessible on this visit for practical reasons. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None. Unlike examples on the north side of the Panj River these 
caves have a primarily industrial heritage with no distinguishing 
architectural features. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Currently in reasonable condition with the only noticeable wear 
being through natural processes and occasional usage by  
animals. Their relative inaccessibility is also a factor in the state of 
their condition and survival. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Predominantly through exposure to the elements on what is quite 
an exposed site. The seam that has been excavated is inherently 
weaker than surrounding deposits and suffers from natural  
processes of erosion more readily. Very few people 
Attempt to reach the caves as a result of their precarious position. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). Wood, J. (1872). 

Access: 
 
 

Via the top over ridge from the Bala Hisar. Most readily accessi-
ble from valley floor directly to the east of the site (near road to 
Ftur). Steep climb and only lower ‘caves’ within easy reach. 
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26 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Darwan 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim (Darwan) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Adjacent to waterfall 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Commemorative / Religious? 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Currently a site of archaeological interest (academic and 
public) 

 . 

  

Darwan Waterfall Petroglyphs 

 Darwan Waterfall Petroglyphs. Survey No: 003 

     Survey No: 003 
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27 Darwan Waterfall Petroglyphs. Survey No: 003 

Ownership: 
 

Unprotected. Public. 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route marker down the Panj 
Valley, or also as an artistic representation of one of  the more 
common (or revered?) animals present in the area that formed an 
intrinsic part of everyday life of Palaeolithic communities, in terms 
of both food and other usable by-products.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 

Several depictions of a number of ibex on granite boulders near 
the waterfall. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None apparent. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Fair to good with the images still relatively clear. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. The patina into which the 
ibex images are scored is relatively thin and appears to flake off 
fairly readily although has survived so far. Potential for some 
damage in the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific 
researchers and the seasonal local population also visiting the 
waterfall. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982) 

Access: 
 
 

In immediate vicinity of waterfall on numerous rocks. On main 
road from Ishkashim to Noshak. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Entrance east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2610m                         2611m                        2610m 
36’43.237’                   36’43.237’                   35’43.237’ 
071’34.788’                 071’34.788’                 071’34.788’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Multiple burial tomb 

Age / Date: (max./min.)  18th century or earlier? (reused). 

Usage: (past/current). Private burial site / mazar 

 . 

  

Gumbaz 

 Gumbaz. Survey No: 004 

      Survey No:004 
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29 Gumbaz. Survey No: 004 

Ownership: Private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An individual gumbaz of unknown original date currently being 
used by the adjacent landowners. Housing at least one  
generation of relatives in two single graves internally. Orientated 
eastwards (as opposed to the more common south orientation 
observed at other sites), and has numerous flag poles flying the 
brightly coloured material that is associated with many Wakhi  
mazars and places of worship throughout the region. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Constructed primarily with mud brick and employing small –
medium sized boulders both in the foundations and to form two 
‘platforms’ (1.60 x 2.00 x 0.60m) acting as a corridor to the  
entrance to the building. A very rough plaster cover parts of the 
structure. Overall size of the structure was 6.00m x 6.80m with a 
maximum height of 3.45m. A carved timber door (0.80 x 1.30m) is 
set into a deliberately recessed and plastered  doorway. Despite 
the internal squinches there are no current signs of the building 
having been roofed either flat or in another form? 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

The gumbaz has interesting decorative squinches in at least 3 of 
the corners of the structure, one cut out in the north west corner 
to allow flag poles to be planted. Exhibits the partial survival of 
thin mud-brick ‘towers’ at all 4 external corners. There is a niche 
for the arrangement of ibex  / Marco Polo sheep horns set over 
the entrance of the front elevation and on the wall above. The 
door to the gumbaz has a relatively finely carved centre piece. 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Generally poor with some internal collapse. The four external 
’columns’ have all but disappeared and the right hand side of the 
front elevation has suffered extensively from erosion and collapse 
No recent major repairs apparent and upkeep only partial 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily though natural processes such as wind erosion and 
general long term degradation of the mud brick structure.  
Although apparently in use, the gumbaz appears to be only  
minimally attended to, despite in theory (according to enquiries) 
belonging to the land owner living almost adjacent to the tomb. 

  

Access: 
 
 

On private farmland. Halfway up short track (on the left) to private 
houses, northern end of the main road running north east through 
Ishkashim village. North bank  of River Ishkashim 
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30 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on individual house location, no specific orientation 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
 

Main Form Type: Religious / Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Integral decorative element of traditional house construction 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Neolithic (c.8000-2000Bc) to the present (in various forms) 

Usage: (past/current). Prehistoric religious / social use of ibex and goat horns (burial 
practice and religious belief systems). Currently widely used as  
decorative feature as a positive ‘talisman’ for house entrances. 

 . 

  

Prehistoric ‘Goat Cult’ 

 Prehistoric ‘Goat Cult’. Survey No: 005 

     Survey No: 005 
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31 Prehistoric ‘Goat Cult’. Survey No: 005 

Ownership: Private ownership predominantly 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Used extensively throughout the region both in religious and  
residential contexts and perhaps partly identifiable as a latter day 
continuation of an ancient ‘Goat Cult’ ritually used in burials from 
the Neolithic at such sites as Darra-i-Kur (excavated by Dupree et 
al in the 1970’s). The placing of horns above the primary  
entrances to residential dwellings is often described by the  
occupiers as simply part of local custom or folklore, but is likely to 
distantly allude to the very ancient regional cult as referred to 
above. In Pre-Islamic Afghanistan certain belief systems of rural 
societies identified with the natural independence and prowess of 
ibex and Marco Polo sheep. The placing of such horns on burials 
being undertaken in the belief that the strength, agility and other 
desirable attributes of the animal would be passed on to the body 
of the deceased. Subconsciously or otherwise perhaps this is also 
the belief of individuals placing horns above their houses in mod-
ern day Wakhan, primarily as a talisman of good fortune and 
health? 

 Predominantly ibex and occasionally Marco Polo sheep  horns set 
in the mud brick frame above entrances to houses and  
courtyards, in niches above doorways and also on roof top above 
houses. Also set into small niches to the side of doorways. 
 Usually one pair set standing upright. Occasionally painted (white 
and green observed). Seen in newly built and older (18-19th  
century buildings). Employed extensively at some gumbaz and 
most mazars that were observed both throughout settlements in 
the  Wakhan and also throughout the Little Pamir 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Use of animal horns as a focal point for the entrance to a house /
outer courtyards 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

Varying dependent on age of the specific building but generally 
kept in good condition relative to the rest of the property. If the 
mud brick has failed into which the horns have been set they are 
often simply laid on the top of the wall crossing each other 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 

Natural erosion over time, change in nature or emphasis of ex-
pressing  personal beliefs? Change in traditional architectural 
fashion? 

References: Dupree, L. (1973). Sidky, M. (1990). 

Access: 
 
 

Many located over the doorways of outer courtyards and  
gateways / rooftops throughout Ishkashim and elsewhere in the 
Wakhan. Close inspection usually only through private invitation 
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32 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Facing west / north west across River Ishkashim 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2609m                         2610m                        2606m 
36’43.021’                   36’43.260’                   36’43.264’ 
071’35.021’                 071’35.019’                 071’35.019’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fortified settlement (small) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 14th (?) -19th century 

Usage: (past/current). Former small fort on east bank of River Ishkashim. Now in a  
completely ruinous state. Partially mined for clay / conglomerate. 

 . 

  

Siahpush Kafir’s Kala 

 Siahpush Kafir’s Kala. Survey No: 006 

      Survey No 006 
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33 Siahpush Kafir’s Kala. Survey No: 006 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Possibly local Ismaili community, new mosque  
recently built at the eastern end of the site that has  possibly used 
boulders from the site in its construction. 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Described by Olufsen (1904) and surveyed during 1898-99 the 
fort’s construction is attributed to the Siahpush Kafirs (black-robed 
non-believers or infidels), the generic term used for the population 
in this part of the region in Pre-Islamic periods. Little is currently 
known concerning the reasoning behind its original construction,  
Although its excellent elevated, defensive position on an east 
west ridge on the right bank of the River Ishkashim is very appar-
ent. This location would give control over any river (and road?) 
traffic entering or leaving Ishkashim via this route, that ultimately 
flows into the Panj a kilometer further north. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 

Little remains to be see, although further material appears to have 
been added to the naturally high ridge to increase its overall 
height above the river valley to the west. At the far west end the 
remains of a wall or revetment of some form can be seen 
constructed from the local rounded boulders and dry-bonded. 
Other such remains can be seen if observing the site from the 
south. On the top of the site a number of wall foundations / 
rooms? Can be partially made out employing a similar construc-
tion technique, but any distinct layout or form of the fort is very 
hard to discern. The site is approximately 20-30m wide by 100m. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None apparent. 

Condition Description: Very poor state of repair with little primary material remaining over 
the whole site. Few foundations (?) present only and any potential 
walls only surviving to 1-2 courses maximum. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 

Natural process of erosion and collapse on an elevated and  
exposed site. Site being mined for clay (?)in various areas at the 
eastern end and the wall / building material has been robbed out 
for use elsewhere. Little local knowledge of the sites presence. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904).  

Access: 
 
 

From east bank of Ishkashim River, at the north end of the  
village. Either via steep climb on the former western flank or via 
open farmland on higher ground to the east of the fort 
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34 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Aligned north-south on south side of Panj River. Entrance to east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2539m                         2539m                        2539m 
36’42.820’                   36’42.821’                   36’42.821’ 
071’36.475’                 071’36.475’                 071’36.475’ 

Main Form Type: Commercial / Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Toll / trading post (according to local guides, not corroborated) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown. Possibly 13th-15th century 

Usage: (past/current). Semi-fortified building on part of the lower ‘Silk Road’ to collect 
tolls and act a s a focal / resting point for passing traders.  
Currently in a ruined state on grazing land. 

 . 

  

‘Silk Road’ Customs Post 

 ‘Silk Road’ Customs Post. Survey No: 007 

     Survey No: 007 
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35 ‘Silk Road’ Customs Post. Survey No: 007 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Currently on private farmland? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Date unknown but ‘local historians’ describe the site as a customs 
post or resting/trading point on the historical ‘Silk Route’ heading 
east towards the Pamirs. The ‘Silk Route’ spans such a wide geo-
graphical and chronological context that further investigation 
would be required to tie down its exact origin and purpose. The 
location is however significant in terms of its proximity to current 
and historical roads east and west from Ishkashim. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Solely of mud brick construction with three surviving external 
walls to a height of 1.2-1.80m with a maximum thickness of 
1.70m. Several internal divisions survive although ascertaining 
the internal layout is also problematic. The upstanding remains 
cover an area approximately 8.20 x 16.20m and the low degraded  
foundations of further buildings can be partially observed in the 
ground both to the eat and extensively to the south, effectively 
trebling the potential size of the original complex. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 

Very poor state of repair with little of complex surviving, although 
many shape and area covered can still be discerned in the  
appropriate light. Mud brick generally failing on all elevations. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes in a very exposed site on the upper section of 
the river valley south of the Panj, particularly from wind erosion. 
Further problems associated with partial cultivation of the immedi-
ate area by local landowners, although the plane at this point is 
not currently irrigated or farmed intensively. Past (and present) 
problems associated with the obvious illegal excavation (looting?) 
of the site characterized by half a dozen randomly dug pits 
(internally and externally), up to 1m wide and 0.5m deep.  

References: -  

Access: 
 
 

Immediately east of Ishkashim. Located on open plane north of 
road to Ftur and Panj River to the north. Easy access from all di-
rections, several paths running adjacent to site 
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36 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Residential                           

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling                         

Age / Date: (max./min.) 19th—21stcentury 

Usage: (past/current). Domestic housing  / agricultural processing 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 008 

     Survey No: 008 
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37 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 008 

Ownership:  
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of traditional and still widely used buildings  
techniques in the Wakhan , specifically in Ishkashim and the 
western settlements. The construction technique makes the most 
of the wide variety of boulders readily available to build both walls 
and domestic buildings 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A four roomed (?) building (2 properties) constructed using  
medium to large sized boulders characteristic of the geology and 
landscape of the area. Approximately 16 courses of boulder  
decreasing in size (0.15mx0.35m– 0.05mx0.15m) from founda-
tions to roof level. Clear ‘herring bone’ coursing used for the lower 
half of the constriction and bonded with local clay / pebble  
conglomerate. Traditional flat roof of mud with roughly hewn  
supporting timber cross-beams internally and roughly cut door / 
door frames.  

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Substantial boulders (common locally) set in courses in ‘Herring 
Bone’ fashion. This material and form (often dry bonded) is  
employed extensively throughout the village in wall / boundary 
construction. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasonable (normal?) condition as the property is currently occu-
pied and appears to be relatively well attended to. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats apart from natural wear and tear and general 
problems associated with the need for general upkeep of the roof. 
This property located at the south eastern edge of the Bala Hisar 
adjacent to several paths to the fort, so there is a small potential 
for future ‘tourist’ intrusion. 

References: Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. (1991). Shahrani, M. (2002). 

Access: 
 
 

Easy access with permission or external observation in   
appropriate circumstance 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Ishkashim 1418 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ishkashim 

Settlement / Area: Ishkashim village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2662m                         2664m                        2663m 
36’42.296’                   36’42.296’                   36’42.295’ 
071’34.414’                 071’34.415’                 071’34.415’ 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Temporary / seasonal dwelling 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 20th century (1940-60’s?) 

Usage: (past/current). Former Royal hunting lodge of the Shah. Currently AKF guest 
house used by staff and consultants working in the region. 

 . 

  

Zahir Shah Hunting Lodge 

 Zahir Shah Hunting Lodge. Survey No: 009 

     Survey No: 009 
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39 Zahir Shah Hunting Lodge. Survey No: 009 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership. Leased by the Aga Khan Foundation. 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The lodge was originally built for Zahir Shah (who reigned from 
1933 –1973) during the 1950’s, often used on his trips to this part 
of Badakhshan and before moving on further into the Pamirs.  
Another  larger lodge (with swimming pool?) was constructed in 
the Great Pamir although this was not visited during the course of 
this project and its current condition is unknown.  The building in 
 Ishkashim is currently leased by the Aga Khan Foundation. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A square (8.0 x 7.5m) timber constructed building set upon a 
stone platform 0.50m high, accessed by concrete steps to the 
north (main entrance) and the south via a small Gul Khana. Outer 
construction is of overlapping timber slats weather protected and 
the roof is currently of corrugates (steel?) construction. 
Internally little remains of the earlier arrangement as the former 
reception rooms have now all been converted into small study 
bedrooms. No presence of early fittings. Gul Khana still predomi-
nantly used as a ‘sun room’. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Octagonal window detail high on the east elevation and decora-
tive frame to a number of window s on the east and north eleva-
tions. General construction of the Gul Khana on the south side. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Currently in a good state of repairs, recently renovated and 
generally well attended to. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats to the condition of the building itself. Only 
perceivable threat may be if the building changes ownership or 
the current agreement is changed to allow other parties to use the 
building for other purposes. As with many buildings and  
monuments in the country and region as a whole there is no or 
little formal protection, and that which is in place is usually  
arbitrary or voluntary. 

  

Access: 
 
 

Easy access at south end of bazaar street in Ishkashim located 
on the north side of the road. Access for AKF staff or for inter-
ested public by arrangement in advance. 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
40 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Aksu 

Sub-valley: Aqbelis 

Settlement / Area: Aqbelis Pass 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Various. Predominantly south, south-east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
4259m                        4257m                         4259m 
37’06.838’                   37’06.836’                   37’06.837’ 
073’48.582’                 073’48.584’                 073’48.584’ 

Main Form Type: Commemorative / Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphic inscriptions (2 boulders) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown. 17th century or later? 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Currently a site of archaeological interest (academic and 
public) 

 . 

  

Aqbelis Pass Petroglyphs 

 Aqbelis Pass Petroglyphs. Survey No: 010 

     Survey No: 010 
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41 Aqbelis Pass Petroglyphs. Survey No: 010 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown / public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A number of such inscriptions exist all the way throughout the 
Wakhan and the Pamirs, either on there own or sometimes in 
conjunction with far earlier (predominantly Palaeolithic) images 
carved on the same or adjacent rocks. The text is likely to relate 
to past visits to this particular spot commemorating  group or  
Individual traveler’s movements. It may represent a dedication or 
blessing to fellow travelers or relate to the route taken through 
this particular area (either downstream to the Wakhan or up-
stream to the Unween-e-Sar pass. The text is likely to be Persian 
although the exact date is as yet unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Inscriptions carved into the surface of two boulders (metamorphic 
rock?) the larger of the two being approximately 2.0 x 1.0 x1.5m 
in size exhibiting at least 12 lines of text that may relate to 4+  
separate messages or statements (these are currently  
un-translated). The three boulders are all within 30m of one an-
other. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Fair to good with only small sections of the text appear to have 
been eroded completely. Generally the text is till bright and easy 
to read. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. The patina into which the 
inscriptions are scored is relatively thin and appears to flake off 
fairly readily, although has survived so far. Potential for some 
damage in the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific 
researchers and the seasonal local population whom also may 
not be aware of the importance of preserving such historic 
 features, and the relatively fragile nature of the surface. 

References: Agresti, H. (1970). 

Access: 
 
 

Easy access at far west end of Aqbelis pass, at northern end of 
Wakhi (?) seasonal settlement. On east bank of river running 
north to Unween-e-Sar Pass. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: ? 

Settlement / Area: Aqbelis Pass (lower) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
4258m                         4257m                        4257m 
37’06.838’                   37’06.839’                   38’06.838’ 
073’48.583’                 073’48.584’                 073’48.584’ 

Main Form Type: Residential  

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 20th century 

Usage: (past/current). In use as a temporary settlement for Wakhi herdsmen 

  

  

Wakhi Settlement 

 Wakhi Settlement. Survey No: 011 

     Survey No: 011 
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43 Wakhi Settlement. Survey No: 011 

Ownership: Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The domical yurt is the traditional moveable home in northern 
Afghanistan and the Pamirs among semi-nomadic pastoralists 
and semi-sedentary farmers, used primarily by Turkmen, Uzbeks 
and Kyrgyz and in this instance by some of the Wakhi community 
in the Pamirs during the summer. The yurt is extremely strong 
and durable and used seasonally at varying altitudes depending 
on weather conditions and livestock grazing considerations. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The settlement comprised two yurts, one substantial single storey 
stone building and a further small stone building (a kitchen?). The 
buildings were of simple construction of boulders, partly dry 
bonded, with a traditional mud brick roof. The yurts were both of 
traditional construction with three major elements (wal and roof 
systems and felt covering). They measured approximately 4.0-
5.0m in diameter with a maximum height of 3.5 -4.0m ( smaller 
than other examples throughout the country). This example was 
sparsely furnished and obviously little used even outside of the 
winter months. Little extra internal wall insulation/decoration was 
present, with one main carpet covering most of the floor. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Internal design of the yurt in terms of its characteristic single-tier 
lattice framework (kereg / qoshqanat) and roof struts ((uq). 

Condition Description: 
 

Yurts in good condition with the felt and other covering materials 
well attended too. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The locations of the settlements are primarily dictated by sea-
sonal movements and the requirements of the particular group 
and their specific needs. Threats to the movement and location of 
such temporary settlements are probably slim, but might relate to 
long term tourism intrusion or issues relating to general land 
rights and access, a common problem throughout the country. 
The yurts themselves are prone to wear and tear through use and  
movement, but solely as a result of the level of care taken by the  
individual owner. 

References: Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. (1991) 

Access: Seasonal settlement at the far western end of the Aqbelis Pass, 
south of the approach to Uween-e-Sar Pass 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Baba Tangi 

Settlement / Area: Baba Tangi 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: n/a (north face observed from Baba Tangi to Broghil road 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                   Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Natural site (religious) 

Function / Sub-Type: Natural site revered as ‘sacred’ to elements of local population 

Age / Date: (max./min.) n/a 

Usage: (past/current). Natural site providing religious, cultural and economic benefits to 
local and visiting population 

 . 

  

Baba Tangi Mountain 

 Baba Tangi Mountain. Survey No: 012 

     Survey No: 012 
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45 Baba Tangi Mountain. Survey No: 012 

Ownership: 
 

Government. No particular legislation for the protection of the 
natural environment currently in place. 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

As with many significant mountain peaks in the Hindu Kush and in 
other mountain ranges across Central Asia Baba Tangi is not only  
of natural significance to the population of the valley, but also of 
particular ‘religious’ significance too. This applies specifically to 
the villages that lie in the shadow of the mountain and have a 
clear view of its symmetrical peak, (as does the village of Babi 
Tangi itself), along with other settlements in the vicinity. The point 
on the road directly opposite the village high up on the main east-
west track is also a focal point for locals and tourists alike,  
offering an uninterrupted view of this locally revered mountain. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 

Babi Tangi mountain (peak at 6516m) forming part of the northern 
range of the Hindu Kush mountain chain. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

n/a 

Condition Description: n/a 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The natural environment within the Wakhan does not yet benefit 
from any formal protection as has been suggested by the IUCN, 
although currently two nominal National Parks have been defines 
at the east of the Little Pamir and the north east area of the Great 
Pamir. As with similar mountainous regions there is a long term 
potential threat from aspects of ‘adventure tourism’ if not  
managed appropriately, particularly on know climbing destinations 
such as Baba Tangi. NGO’s working on potential future tourism in 
the Wakhan are however trying to adhere to proposals and guide-
lines as set out by the IUCN in 2004 for protecting and managing 
natural and ‘sacred’ landscapes effectively and sympathetically. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007), Hamilton, L. (2004). 

Access: 
 
 

Access from the north via valley to the south of Baba Tangi  
Village. Possible to reach lower slopes by foot. Professional  
levels of mountaineering skill required to reach upper slopes 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Baba Tangi 

Settlement / Area: Baba Tangi 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Various. Predominantly south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing)                                           
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwellings (permanent) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th—20th century? (discounts possible Prehistoric passing  
occupation) 

Usage: (past/current). In use. Small village on the south bank of the River Panj 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 013 

     Survey No: 013 
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47 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 013 

Ownership: 
 

Homes in private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of traditional and wide spread buildings techniques  
in the Wakhan , specifically in the western settlements. The 
construction uses locally available materials, employed in a 
suitable manner appropriate to the pervading environment  
conditions. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A minimum 8 (?) room structure using medium to large sized 
boulders characteristic of the geology and landscape of the area.  
The construction uses irregularly coursed boulders in decreasing 
size bonded with mud / clay and partially rendered with mud. At 
least two outbuildings exhibit more regular coursing with small 
material, more evenly laid. Traditional flat roof of mud with roughly 
hewn supporting timber cross-beams internally and roughly cut 
door / door frames.  

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Substantial boulders used in the lower levels of wall construction, 
some as large as 1.20m x 0.50m in size. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The property as a whole appears to be in relatively good condition 
compared to other homes throughout the village and the region 
as a whole. Several ‘extensions’ on the southern side to the older 
section of the property and new mud laid on several of the roofs. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats apart from natural wear and tear and general 
problems associated with the need for general upkeep of the roof 
and the integrity of the render and the mud brick on a regular 
basis. 

References: Dupree, L. (1973) 

Access: 
 
 

To individual buildings by prior arrangement with local villagers or 
headman. Village situated on south bank of the River Panj at the 
foot of the valley leading to the mountain Koh-e-Baba Tangi 
(6516m) 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area: Barnaz 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Yurts north facing, stone structures south and east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential  

Function / Sub-Type: Dwellings, fixed and moveable (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th—21st century 

Usage: (past/current). In use as seasonal Kyrgyz settlement for yak and goat herdsmen 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Settlement 

 Kyrgyz Settlement. Survey No: 014 

     Survey No: 014 
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49 Kyrgyz Settlement. Survey No: 014 

Ownership: Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The domical yurt is the traditional moveable home in northern 
Afghanistan and the Pamirs among semi-nomadic pastoralists 
and semi-sedentary farmers, used primarily by Turkmen, Uzbeks 
Kyrgyz and some of the Wakhi community in the Pamirs. Used 
seasonally at varying altitudes depending on weather conditions 
and grazing considerations. This small settlement consisted of 2 
yurts and one complex of stone constructed buildings / corals. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The yurts at Barnaz were noticeably larger than those after the 
Aqbelis Pass with a diameter of 6m+, rougher in design and 
 construction with a less fine internal lattice framework and only 
minimal floor covering, mostly bare earth. The felt / hide covering 
was patchy with the single roof layer overlapping the lower. The 
fixed complex was built of the local dark grey slate / metamorphic 
rock providing accommodation for several families in 4+ rooms 
and two corrals for goats and yak. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Internal design of the yurt in terms of its characteristic double-tier 
lattice framework (kerege, qoshqanat, tarem) work in the lower 
structure. Roof ring design (tunuk), large in this example. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The yurt examined in detail (and slept in) was in fair condition but 
had not been used for sometime and little attention had been paid 
to the upkeep of the felt and  roof covering with numerous 
 substantial tears and gaps (some partly through poor erection). 
The stone buildings were also in a neglected state, a general 
characteristic of many of the seasonally structures in the region. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The locations of the settlement are primarily dictated by seasonal 
movements and the requirements of the particular group and their 
specific needs. Threats to the movement and location of such 
temporary settlements are rare, but might relate to long term tour-
ism intrusion or issues relating to general land rights and access, 
a common problem throughout the country. The yurts themselves 
are prone to wear and tear through use and movement, but solely 
as a result of the level of care taken by the individual owner. 

References: Szabo, S. & Barfield, T. (1999). Shahrani, M. (2002). 

Access: 
 
 

East access June-late September. Located at the far west end of 
the Uween-e-Sar Pass (4887m) and north end of Ab-e-Badjins 
River on the west bank. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area: Barnaz 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential  

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th –21st century 

Usage: (past/current). In use as seasonal settlement for yak and goat herdsmen 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Winter Buildings 

 Kyrgyz Winter Buildings. Survey No: 015 

     Survey No: 015 
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51 Kyrgyz Winter Buildings. Survey No: 015 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A typical example of roughly constructed seasonal slate dwell-
ings / corals present throughout much of the higher levels of the 
Pamirs, only seasonally used in warmer periods for grazing live-
stock and temporary accommodation. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Part coral and part communal accommodation approximately 25m 
x 10m externally constructed of randomly coursed slate of varying 
sizes (0.10m x 0.25m—0.20m x 0.40m) predominantly dry 
bonded. Partially mud roofed over the accommodation but  
generally open for livestock and dung storage. Maximum height 
approximately 3.5m. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Relatively poor condition with many parts of the external walls 
requiring repair. Generally giving the impression of an infrequently 
used building compared to other examples in the area. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

None apparent part from long term natural processes of erosion 
and collapse as a result of the pervading environmental condi-
tions. General lack of maintenance (many such buildings eventu-
ally fall completely into disrepair or collapse as families and com-
munity groups change location or build elsewhere). 

References: Shahrani, M. (2002). 

Access: 
 
 

East access June-late September. Located at the far west end of 
the Uween-e-Sar Pass (4887m) and north end of Ab-e-Badjins 
River on the west bank. South of main Barnaz settlement 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Appear south facing? 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing)                                          
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Religious? 

Function / Sub-Type: Burial tomb 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown 

Usage: (past/current). Possible used as secluded burial tomb / mazar. Currently unused 
and semi-ruined 

 . 

  

Gumbaz 

 Gumbaz. Survey No: 016 

     Survey No: 016 
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53 Gumbaz. Survey No: 016 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. (private local?) 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of what appears to be a square gumbaz located in an 
unusually inaccessible position on the river bank, (it could not be 
confirmed by closer inspection exactly what this structures use 
was). However, its orientation and general form suggest a single 
or multiple burial tomb of a form seen throughout the Wakhan, 
deliberately situated in a position with a spectacular view across 
the river valley. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Square in form with no roof and mud brick walls (very degraded)  
surviving to a maximum height of 3.5m (?) on the east / south-
east side. Appears to have been built upon a man made mound 
to increase the elevation but not centered on this feature (far 
lower walls on the west side compared to the east). 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None observable  

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Very poor condition with apparent degradation of the mud brick 
on both sides, notably in the middle sections of the elevations, 
observed and on the top of the wall. If it is a gumbaz it has also 
lost all of the upper decoration (slate arranged on edge or mud 
brick ‘triangular’ decoration), as seen on better examples. Partial 
collapse of the north west corner. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes effecting the mud brick in what is a very ex-
posed position on a spur in a valley that suffers from high winds 
during the latter part of the day. Possible further damage by over 
inquisitive people including potentially tourists from outside of the 
region. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Situated on one of the south facing spurs between Borak and 
Sarhad-e-Broghil, 100m south of mountain path on the north bank 
of the Wakhan River. Difficult to access close up due to slope 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: South facing? 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 
-                                   -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen.  
Presently unoccupied 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Building 

 Kyrgyz Building. Survey No: 017 

     Survey No: 017 
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55 Kyrgyz Building. Survey No: 017 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of a traditional Kyrgyz seasonal dwelling observed in 
a variety of forms and building materials throughout the Little and 
Great Pamirs. Significant in terms of how it exemplifies the 
adaptability of the Kyrgyz community in the Pamirs as a whole 
and their semi-nomadic lifestyle. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

This particular example measure approximately 4m x 8m and built 
to a height of nearly 4m. Locally available boulders and rocks 
were used in its construction decreasing in size from 0.70m x 
0.30m at foundation level to smaller more irregularly shaped 
rocks at roof height of  0.10m x 0.20m. The boulders and rocks 
were only partially bonded with mud and partly dry. There was no 
roof present on this example and the entrance was on the east 
side. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Although unoccupied at the time of passing the structure looked 
sound and in relatively good condition with no immediate signs of 
collapse or failure of any part of the fabric, even though roughly 
built and unevenly coursed. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes effecting the mud brick in what is a very ex-
posed position on a spur in a valley that suffers from high winds 
during the latter part of the day. Possible further damage by over 
inquisitive people including potentially tourists from outside of the 
region using the building as temporary over night shelters. 

References: Shahrani, M. (2002) 

Access:  
 
 

Located on north bank of Wakhan between Daliz Pass and Borak 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
56 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley / Area: Borak 

Settlement: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   -    
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   -                             

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th—21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen.  
Presently unoccupied 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Building 

 Kyrgyz Building. Survey No: 018 

     Survey No: 018 
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57 Kyrgyz Building. Survey No: 018 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of a traditional Kyrgyz seasonal dwelling observed in 
a variety of forms and building materials throughout the Little and 
Great Pamirs. Significant in terms of how it exemplifies the 
adaptability of the Kyrgyz community in the Pamirs as a whole 
and their semi-nomadic lifestyle.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

This example measure approximately 4.5m x 9.5m and built to a 
height of nearly 4m. Locally available boulders and rocks were 
used in its construction decreasing in size from 0.85m x 0.30m at 
foundation level to smaller more irregularly shaped rocks at roof 
height of  0.10m x 0.20m. No regular coursing apparent and 
bonding with mid / clay. Two windows on the east elevation 
(0.15m x 0.30m) and the an entrance with a roughly hewn timber 
frame. Traditional mud flat roof. Lower courses far more substan-
tial than upper. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Unoccupied at the time of passing. The building looked recently 
used and its rough construction appeared to be holding up to the 
elements  in this exposed location o the north bank of the  
Wakhan River. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes effecting the mud brick in what is a very ex-
posed position on a spur in a valley that suffers from high winds 
during the latter part of the day. Possible further damage by over 
inquisitive people including potentially tourists from outside of the 
region using the building as temporary over night shelters. 

References: Dupree, L. (1973). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on north bank of Wakhan between Daliz Pass and 
Borak / Langar 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East, south-east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Residential / Religious? 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen.  
Presently unoccupied. Small mazar located on the left side of 
east elevation. Possibly fallen out of use? 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Building & Mazar 

 Kyrgyz Building & Mazar. Survey No: 019 

     Survey No: 019 
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59 Kyrgyz Building & Mazar. Survey No: 019 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of a traditional Kyrgyz seasonal dwelling observed in 
a variety of forms and building materials throughout the Little and 
Great Pamirs. Significant in terms of how it exemplifies the 
adaptability of the Kyrgyz community in the Pamirs as a whole 
and their semi-nomadic lifestyle.  
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

This particular example measure approximately 4m x 8m and built 
to a height of nearly 4m. Locally available boulders and rocks 
were used in its construction and appeared uniformly large. The 
boulders and rocks were predominantly bonded with mud.. There 
was no roof present on this example and the entrance was on the 
east side. A small niche for ritual usage had been inserted into 
the south end of the east elevation during construction or at a 
subsequent date. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Presence of the small mazar (several small ibex/ goat horns) 
placed in a niche in the east elevation near the south east corner. 

Condition Description: 
 
 

The structure, although basically sound, looked unused and their 
appeared to be a degree of collapse surrounding the door on the 
east elevation, that had then been rebuilt. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes effecting the mud brick in what is a very ex-
posed position on a spur in a valley that suffers from high winds 
during the latter part of the day. Possible further damage by over 
inquisitive people including potentially tourists from outside of the 
region using the building as temporary over night shelters. 

References: Dupree, L. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on north bank of Wakhan between Borak and Langar 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing (away from current path) 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Commemorative / Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs (Yak hunting) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (stylistically) 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Previously unrecorded (?) site of significant 
archaeological and historical interest (both academic and public) 

 . 

  

Borak Petroglyphs 

 Borak Petroglyphs. Survey No:020 

     Survey No: 020 
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61 Borak Petroglyphs. Survey No:020 

Ownership: Unknown. Local government? Unprotected 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in terms of insight the images give into past hunting 
practices as part of the cultural fabric of the region in the past, 
and it religious (?) significance as an act of commemoration The 
date has yet to be confirmed for this particular example, the sub-
ject material of which is unusual (mentioned by Shahrani, 2002). 
The scene appears to depict wild yaks being hunted which died 
out in the region in the early 19th century, the current herds all 
being domesticated. Wild yaks still exist in parts of China and 
Tibet. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Substantial boulder approximately 1.7m x 0.80m x 1.40m  
depicting a hunting scene of 3 yak and 3 hunters (two on horse-
back) moving right to left. Possibly other images present but not 
clear (?) with a number of vertical and diagonal lines to the right 
of the scene. Images detailed in comparison with many other e 
examples observed. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Rare example of petroglyphs depicting wild yak hunting from 
horseback as opposed to ibex on foot, which is far more common. 
Level of artistic detail is also unusual (more recent?).  

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

The images are relatively clear (depending on the light / time of 
day) and although shallowly carved have survived well. The pat-
ina of the boulder seems solid and not (yet) prone to flaking or 
detachment. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The hard metamorphic rock only allows feint carvings to be made 
and these are prone to fading over time through natural proc-
esses of erosion, notably through the harsh winds in the valley 
and associated scouring effects. Potential threats from  
mishandling/ studying of the petroglyphs by locals or indeed 
 researchers / tourists. Potential for vandalism in terms of more 
recent graffiti adjacent to or cutting across the existing images, 
although this particular example is well hidden from the casual 
passer by. 

References: Shahrani, M. (2002). Grancy, R. (1978). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the north bank of the Wakhan River, slightly south of 
the mountain path. Images not visible from the path. Just after 
Borak and Zingi Bar site, before the start of  the Langar valley 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South, south-east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphic inscriptions & Petroglyphs (under) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown.17th-21st century script? Ibex Palaeolithic? 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
cultures. Currently unused 

 . 

  

Borak Petroglyphs  

 Borak Petroglyphs. Survey No.021 

     Survey No: 021 
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63 Borak Petroglyphs. Survey No.021 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government? Unprotected 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A number of such inscriptions exist all the way throughout the 
Wakhan and the Pamirs, sometimes on there own or sometimes 
in conjunction with far earlier Palaeolithic images. In this case the 
text overlies ibex images. The text is likely to relate to past visits 
to this particular spot commemorating the movement of groups or 
individuals, or a dedication of some other form. The text is likely 
to be Persian although the exact date is as yet unknown. It is of 
note that the inscription has been deliberately carved over the 
petroglyphic images. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Medium sized boulder that exhibits at least 2+ simple  
representations of ibex carved into the outer surface of the rock. 
These are relatively faded and small and have been subsequently 
carved over with 4 lines of text (Persian?) of a more recent date. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Fair to good the text still very bright and clear. The underlying 
simplistic ibex representations are faded but still visible, a 
testament to the durability of the rock if the are Palaeolithic in 
date. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. The patina into which the 
inscriptions are scored appears to very stable. Potential for some 
damage in the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific 
researchers and the seasonal local population whom also may 
not be aware of the importance of preserving such historic fea-
tures, and the relatively fragile nature of the surface. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the north bank of the Wakhan River, slightly south of 
the mountain path. Images not visible from the path. Just after 
Borak and Zingi Bar site, before the start of  the Langar valley 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Borak 

Settlement / Area: Borak 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Petroglyph on south side of boulder, site orientated south east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3482m                         3483m                        3483m 
37’00.188’                   37’00.188’                   37’00.189’ 
073’40.381’                 073’40.381’                 073’40.381’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: ‘Sacred’ natural site / Petroglyph 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of historic and  
present local / regional cultures and belief systems 

 . 

  

Sacred Natural Site & Petroglyph 

 Sacred Natural Site & Petroglyph. No: 022 

     Survey No: 022 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
65 Sacred Natural Site & Petroglyph. No: 022 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government? Unprotected 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The site represents a combination of a Palaeolithic inscription on 
a significantly large boulder that has been subsequently used as 
a possible ‘natural’ sacred site or religious focal point. Rock have 
been added, probably recently but perhaps renewed over time 
also, to the top of the boulder to form a small cairn and the loca-
tion as a whole  appear to try and imitate / frame the very promi-
nent mountain peak to the south / south-east across the river. 
Such focusing on prominent natural features or attempting to rep-
resent them in a smaller form is prevalent through many other 
cultures in mountainous regions throughout the world, notable in 
South America as well as other parts of Central Asia. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The depiction of a single simple representation of an ibex carved 
onto the southern facing side of a large boulder approximately 
2.5m x 1.2m x 1.3m. The boulder also has a noticeable pile of 
smaller irregular rocks arranged on its uppermost surface. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Single (?) ibex carving. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The depiction of the ibex is very feint and would be easy to miss if 
it where not for the other aspects of the site in terms of its location 
and natural religious significance. The boulder has been split in 
two by extensive freeze-thaw action. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. The patina into which the 
inscriptions are scored is relatively thin and appears to flake off 
fairly readily although has survived so far. Potential for some 
damage in the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific 
researchers and the seasonal local population whom also may 
not be aware of the importance of preserving such historic fea-
tures, and the relatively fragile nature of the surface. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the north bank of the Wakhan River, slightly south of 
the mountain path before Borak stream and Zingi Bar site. 
 Located to ‘frame’ mountain to the south-east 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Aksu 

Sub-valley: Bozai Gumbaz 

Settlement / Area: Bozai Gumbaz 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: All tombs south, south-east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3911m                         3908m                        3911m 
37’08.411’                   37’08.407’                   37’08.407’ 
074’00.597’                 074’00.594’                 074’00.594’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Burial tombs / ‘Sacred’ natural site 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown 

Usage: (past/current). Extensive site of unique burial / commemorative tombs. Currently 
unused / ruinous 

  

  

Bozai Gumbaz (Buzai Gumbad) 

 Bozai Gumbaz. Survey No: 023 

     Survey No: 023 
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67 Bozai Gumbaz. Survey No: 023 

 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government? Unprotected site 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An unusual and unique example of a collection of mud brick burial 
tombs of at  least 4 differing types set amongst an extensive 
graveyard (and deserted settlement?). The name Bozai Gumbaz 
can be translated as ‘Domes of the Elders’ , although little is  
currently known of the date or history of these fascinating  
structures, more surprising in that they have been visited or  
commented on by nearly all passing through this valley from the 
19th century onwards (Wood, Stein etc), but never in detail. They 
represent one of the more intriguing and significant architectural 
and archaeological sites in the region deserving further study, 
investigation and needing fairly immediate conservation. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Originally a site of 25+ (estimate) upstanding burial tombs 
(gumbaz) exhibiting a variety of forms and styles , some not  
repeated elsewhere in the Province. A total of 14 survive  
upstanding with the remains of many others also visible in 
amongst the more common oval, pebble outlined graves. All of 
mud brick construction with varying degrees of rendering / plas-
tering. Foundations are either of simple mud brick or of boulder  
construction. Sizes vary but most structures have a plan size of 4-
6m sq. and a height from 2.5m (no roof) to 5m (conical roofed). 
All of the structures are orientated towards the southeast down 
the Wakhjir River framed by mountains either side peaking at 
5152m and 5789m. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

The conical forms of some of the tombs are fascinating in terms 
of both their structure and social significance as to what they 
might represent. Numerous other details such as the little  
surviving ‘columns’ present on the corners of some of the  
upstanding tombs. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Variable condition throughout the site with some examples  
surviving as nothing more than foundation rubble whilst others are 
in more or less their original form ,(minus any plaster covering or 
rendering that may have been present). Some foundations are 
well preserved whilst others have failed completely. Roof survival 
is high on the conical tombs with only a few extensively damaged. 
 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing collapse  likely as a result of the very exposed location, 
notable the extreme winds and winter weather on un-attended to 
mud brick. Potentially tourist threat at some point in the future 
although it is a remote location. Some evidence for looting (?) 
although this is not as extensive as elsewhere in the Wakhan. 
Rumours of part of a mine field (?) still un-cleared, not  
substantiated. 

References: Shahrani, M. (2002). Olufsen, O. (1904). Stein, A. (1921). Wood, 
J, (1872). Curzon, G.(1896). 

Access: 
 
 

Easy access north east of Kashch Goz on level route to 
Chaqmaqtin Kul. Situated on north bank of  River Wakhan where 
it meets the River Wakhjir (flowing south-east to Chinese border).  
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68 Bozai Gumbaz. Survey No: 023 

Above & Facing Page: A selection of views of the mud brick built burial tomb complex at Bozai 
Gombaz, (‘Domes of the Elders’). Only 14 currently survive, all in a very poor state of repair. 
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69 Bozai Gumbaz. Survey No: 023 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Daliz 

Settlement / Area: Daliz Pass 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Possible route markers?  

 . 

  

Daliz Pass Petroglyphs 

 Daliz Pass Petroglyphs. Survey No: 024 

     Survey No: 024 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
71 Daliz Pass Petroglyphs. Survey No: 024 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route marker for the Daliz 
Pass, delineating potential hunting grounds for past communities 
in the region. Alternatively it may simply be  perceived as an  
artistic representation of the more common animals present in the 
area that formed an intrinsic part of everyday life of Palaeolithic 
communities. An exceptional example in terms if its obvious 
position on what appears to have been a well used route over an  
extensive period of time. Represents one of the largest number of  
images on one rock seen throughout the Wakhan on this project. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Multiple faded representations of ibex (and perhaps Marco Polo 
sheep?) with exaggerated horns on a boulder approximately 
1.60m x 0.60m x 0.50m. The number carved exceeds 50 and 
ranges from very simple forms to more artistically stylistic ones 
covering 3 sides of this boulder. There are no other boulders of 
this size in the immediate vicinity. Rock surface highly polished. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Multiple images of a number of different animals? 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The images although faded  are relatively clear and easy to 
 observe (depending on light and the time of day). The boulder 
surface appears polished and worn but this does not seem to 
have adversely effected the survival of the petroglyphs. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. Potential for some damage in 
the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific research-
ers and the local population whom also may not be aware of the 
importance of preserving such historic features. The boulder is 
also on the main route over the Daliz Pass so is far more accessi-
ble than other examples throughout the Pamirs. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Located on the flat summit of the Daliz Pass due east of Sarhad-e
-Broghil. To the left of the primary path going over the pass, just 
after the second rise. Highest point of pass 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Ftur 

Settlement / Area: Ftur village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South side of Panj River. North, north-east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz  

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown (17th-19th century?) 

Usage: (past/current). Single or multiple burial tomb historically. Site still in use? 

 . 

  

Ftur Cemetery 

 Ftur Cemetery. Survey No: 025 

     Survey No: 025 
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73 Ftur Cemetery. Survey No: 025 

Ownership: 
 

Individual private ownership, local community 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Represents a variation / development (?) in the form of burial 
monuments throughout the Wakhan (most are of low construction 
with no roofs). Few examples with roofs were seen (Bozai  
Gumbaz aside). Part of a small complex of gumbaz that have 
been used over an extensive of period of time by the local  
community forming a significant focal point for commemorative 
worship located deliberately in an elevate position above the  
village. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Close inspection not possible but the form of the monument ap-
pears to be square (5-6m sq.?) and constructed of  evenly 
coursed small to medium sized boulders as opposed to mud 
brick. The structure has been rendered but this has partial failed. 
The tomb has a domed roof that appears to be of relatively new 
(mud brick?) construction. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Close inspection not possible but the nature of the roof would 
warrant further investigation 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The rendering had appeared to have failed completely on the 
north and west sides of the structure but in general appeared to 
be in a far better state of repairs than other examples within the 
small complex. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

From natural processes of erosion, once again wind in particular, 
on what represents a very exposed site on the ridge directly 
above the village. Lack of attention and upkeep perhaps the 
major contributing factor to the survival of this and similar  
monuments throughout the region. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Located south of the road running west to east through Ftur 
 village. High up on the first ridge to the south of the village.  
Moderate but short climb to reach 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Goz Khon 

Settlement / Area: Goz Khon (Gaz Khan) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Burials north-south. Small mazar orientated west, south-west 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2930m                        2931m                         2930m 
37’00.970’                   37’00.970’                   37’00.970’ 
072’41.777’                 072’41.776’                 072’41.777’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Burial site and mazar 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Historic / modern burial site. Currently used as burial site for vil-
lage and site of small shrine (mazar). Main mazar in the village 

 . 

  

Hisar Cemetery & Mazar 

 Hisar Cemetery & Mazar. Survey No: 026 

     Survey No: 026 
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75 Hisar Cemetery & Mazar. Survey No: 026 

Ownership: 
 

Private individuals / local community 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of a traditional community graveyard used over an 
extended period, established in proximity to a significant archaeo-
logical site within the region. It is not known whether the grave-
yard predates the Hisar or was established afterwards but their 
juxtaposition is interesting in this prominent location overlooking 
the Wakhan River. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A grouping a north-south orientated simple earth graves approxi-
mately 1m x 2.6m x 0.2m bordered either by small upright rocks 
or pebbles with varying degrees of accuracy and care. Some  
examples have anything between 1 and 4 rocks (occasionally 
painted) arranged either in a pile or as a line down the middle. 
The small mazar is represented by a collection of ibex horns,  
coloured cloth and small rocks positioned on a surviving part of 
the Hisar defensive walls. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Variable with some graves having been constructed in the 20th 
century and others from an earlier period, ( part of the graveyard 
relatively new and some parts historic) It was not possible to as-
certain whether this cemetery, adjacent to the Hisar on a ridge, is 
still regularly  used by the villagers in Ghoz Khon. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

From natural processes of erosion, once again wind in particular, 
on what represents a very exposed site on the ridge directly 
above the village. Lack of attention and upkeep perhaps the 
major contributing factor to the survival of this and similar  
monuments throughout the region. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the north / north eastern sides of the Siahpush Fort on 
the foothills of the ridge (north east of Goz Khon village). Access 
following stream up from village past larger natural mazar site 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Goz Khon 

Settlement/ Area: Goz Khon village (Gaz Khan) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Entrances to the south and south-west 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2850m                         2851m                        2852m 
37’00.019’                   37’00.020’                   37’00.019’ 
072’41.530’                 072’41.530’                 072’41.530’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar / ‘Sacred’ natural site 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Religious site of worship both historically (perhaps as far back as 
the Prehistoric), and currently in regular use. 

 . 

  

Goz Khon Mazar (Gaz Khan) 

 Goz Khon Mazar. Survey No: 027 

     Survey No: 027 
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77 Goz Khon Mazar. Survey No: 027 

Ownership: 
 

Local community? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A prime example of a Wakhi mazar that uses a prominent natural 
site as its location. Mazars such as this are used widely through 
out the Wakhan and the Pamirs possibly having their origins in 
much earlier (Neolithic?) belief systems. Sites often being reused 
over the centuries as places of worship, commemoration and 
community gathering points. This example exhibits all the prime  
features of a mazar using a specific natural location as a focal 
point for the Wakhi community. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The site is centered around a significant (single) tree surrounded 
by a low wall two course rubble wall 0.70m high. There are en-
trances on the south and south eats sides and the whole 
 enclosure is approximately 6m in diameter. Two large boulders 
are situated within the enclosure and the one to the east acts as 
the focal point on which stones, ibex horns and coloured cloth has 
been set.. A small rock with associated horns and cloth has also 
been erected immediately adjacent to the southern entrance to 
the mazar. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Use of natural features (two large boulders and the tree) to form 
the ‘sacred’ nature of the mazar through inclusion of the natural 
environment. 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Generally well kept and in use, paths kept clear and condition of 
the surrounding wall, although roughly constructed, is good. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Currently from natural processes of erosion. Potentially from ne-
glect or interaction / interference form people outside of the com-
munity with a lack of understanding of the sites social and reli-
gious importance. It occupies a relatively secluded location on the 
outskirts of the village but is adjacent to the route anyone visiting 
the Hisar on the spur above is likely to take. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007) 

Access: 
 
 

Located half way between Goz Khon village climbing slope to the 
north east, before climb to Hisar, south side of stream. Easy  
access (1km) from centre of village 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Goz Khon 

Settlement / Area: Goz Khon (Gaz Khan) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North bank of the Wakhan River, facing south , south-west 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2931m                        2932m                         2932m 
37’00.971’                   37’00.971’                   37’00.971’ 
072’41.778’                072’41.778’                  072’41.778’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fortified settlement / military encampment 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th—19th century 

Usage: (past/current). Used as a defensive vantage point overlooking the confluence of 
the Wakhan, Panj and Pamir Rivers. Currently part cemetery 

 . 

  

Siahpush Kafir’s Hisar 

 Siahpush Kafir’s Hisar. Survey No: 028 

     Survey No: 028 
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79 Siahpush Kafir’s Hisar. Survey No: 028 

Ownership: Unknown. Local government? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A previously unrecorded site (although describe by Ball in 1972 in 
the Gazetteer), occupying a prominent defensive position in the 
Wakhan Valley, able to potentially control movement east  - west 
along the Wakhan and also possibly along the Panj to the north 
east. He exact date of its construction is as yet unknown but is 
said to have been constructed and used by the local Siahpush 
Kafirs, although this would give a wide date range for its possible 
use. It is not know when the fort finally fell into disuse , possibly 
the late 18thc. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 

Constructed of a selection of boulders from massive to small 
bonded with mud with several elevation still retaining their mud 
render also. The external defensive walls survive in addition a 
small 5m sq building on the southern side of the site with  
associated walls running east and west. Internally, in the region of 
19+ rooms / corridors can be observed, less discernable towards 
the north of the site. The overall dimensions of the fort are  
approximately 30m x 25m. The building has commanding views 
eat and west from it elevated position. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Some good examples present of the “herring bone’ coursing of 
stone work on several of the elevations, notably on the east side. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

In an advanced state of ruin with only one upstanding ‘building’  
present at the extreme south of the site. External 
 defensive walls can be observed surviving to a maximum height 
of 3.5m on three sides of the fort and to a lesser height on the  
northern side. Internally the site is a mass of ruined walls and 
rooms that can be partially discerned, again only surviving to a 
few courses high.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Current threats  only related to natural processes of erosion and 
possibly from robbing of the stone for building locally. The site 
appears to be relatively undisturbed and in a remote location, not 
attracting much attention. Possible future effects of tourism a 
potential problem. Little evidence for looting at this particular site. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Access 1km from village centre up rise following stream to the 
north east. Situated half way up hill on small plateau with views 
east, south and west. North east of (above) main mazar in village 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Issik 

Settlement / Area: Issik / Ptukh 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3402.79                       3407.36                      3407.99                                                   
37’00.451’                   37’00.448’                   37’00.448’ 
073’21.062’                 073’21.061’                 073’21.061’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (10,000BC)? 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Currently a site of significant archaeological interest 
(academic and public) 

 . 

  

Issik Tal 

 IssikTal. Survey No: 029 

     Survey No: 029 
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81 Issik Tal. Survey No: 029 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government. Unprotected? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route markers for the plateau 
area and potential hunting grounds for past communities in the 
region or simply as an artistic representation of the more common 
animals present in the area that formed an intrinsic part of every-
day life of Palaeolithic communities. A fine example with  
considerable details and variety, recorded in detail (including  
simple photogrammetery) in the 1970’s by Grazl and the Austrian 
team. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Multiple images of ibex (and Marco Polo sheep?) on 20-30+ rocks 
on a plateau adjacent  to the valley running north from the village. 
Wide variation in style, size and quality of the images. Sizes from 
5cm x 10cm to 1m x 0.35m. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Range of images represented and quality of the carvings over a 
considerable area and multiple locations. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Petroglyphs are generally clear and easy to observe / pick out 
amongst the rocks. Some of the images have partially eroded 
where the patina of the rock has broken off or is crumbling. The 
presence of lichen growth on a number of the rocks is also having 
an adverse effect. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. Potential for some damage in 
the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific research-
ers and the local population whom also may not be aware of the 
importance of preserving such historic features. The site is 
relatively remote so is protected to some extent from heavy use. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). Gratzl, K. (1974). 

Access: 
 
 

North/ north east of village on slopes above. Situated amongst 
several small plateaus with valley to the north. Crossed by  
numerous feint historical and modern herds men's tracks 
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82 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Kashkandyow 

Settlement / Area: Kashkandyow deserted village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Gumbaz north facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2774m                        2781m                         2785m 
36’51.607’                  36’51.637’                    36’51.635’ 
072’08.678’                072’08.679’                  072’08.679’ 

Main Form Type: Residential / Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwellings / Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown (18th-20th century?) 

Usage: (past/current). Deserted former burial ground and settlement 

 . 

  

Kashkandyow Settlement & Cemetery 

 Kashkandyow Settlement & Cemetery. Survey No: 030 

     Survey No: 030 
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83 Kashkandyow Settlement & Cemetery. Survey 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Example of a deserted  Wakhi cemetery (and settlement), the 
size and presence of settlements in the Wakhan valley being  
subject to considerable change in recent years and on a seasonal 
basis. The exact size of this cemetery and settlement is unknown 
at this time, as is the reason for its demise.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Remains of a 4.0 x 4.0m Wakhi burial tomb (roofless) constructed 
of irregularly coursed rocks, bonded with mud / clay and then 
rendered with a mixture of the same light brown clay rich material. 
Walls survive to a maximum height of 1.5m which were probably 
close to the original height of the structure. Internally was a tradi-
tional earth grave with a up righted rock surround and decoration 
on the top. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Very poor condition with the remains of the settlement further 
south up the valley (Urgunt-e-bala) only partially visible. On the 
lower slopes the extensive cemetery, consisting of only several 
gumbaz but many single earth graves, were also in a state of 
collapse with failure of external walls and render. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The site is subject to the same processes of natural erosion  
common throughout the valley but this was a particularly exposed 
location. The site and notably the cemetery, specifically the  
gumbaz investigated and the earth graves surrounding it, had 
been extensively looted in a random manner with the remains of 
human bones also displaced across the site. It is unlikely that 
such a site would reveal items of any monetary value. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Located south of the River Panj and approximately 50m south of 
main track to Khandud. Burial site close to the road with evidence 
for former settlement further south up the Urgunt-e– Bala Valley 
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84 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Kashch Goz 

Settlement / Area: Kashch Goz 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North bank of Wakhan River. Entrance east, north-east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious? 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown 

Usage: (past/current). Former single burial tomb. Currently unused and in a semi-
ruinous state 

 . 

  

Kashch Goz Gumbaz 

 Kaschch Goz Gumbaz. Survey No: 031 

     Survey No: 031 
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85 Kaschch Goz Gumbaz. Survey No: 031 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A fine example of a particular style of conical roofed gumbaz also 
observed in the Mirza Murad pass and in a slightly different form 
at Bozai Gumbaz. Used either as a single or double burial  
monument they are usually only constructed for ‘high status’ 
members of the local community and are often located in  
prominent or elevated natural settings. The specific history of this 
gumbaz and its occupants are as yet unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A stone and mud brick circular structure approximately 6m in  
diameter and 4.5 x 5.0 m in height. The lower structure to a height 
of 1.10m built of mud bonded irregular rocks with a stone lip 
above. The roof is constructed entirely of mud brick in a conical 
form with a flattened top, brick size 16cm x 6cm. Two ‘windows’ 
have been left on opposing sides 0.20m x 0.20m. The doorway is 
low (1.20m) with a roughly hewn timber lintel and substantial slate 
jambs. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Form and construction of the roof with interesting surviving 
internal detail of the construction technique employed. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Relativel good condition with all walls intact and the fragile mud 
brick roof also in piece. Mortar appeared in good order and  
although the gumbaz did not appear to be in current use it has not 
fallen into disrepair. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

From natural processes of erosion, once again wind in particular, 
If the gumbaz is completely out of use then a lack or repairing and 
renewal of the mud brick will expedite its structural demise. The 
gumbaz is located immediately adjacent to the route to Bozai 
Gumbaz  so may be prone to vandalism in the future, uninten-
tional or otherwise by visitors to the region and  / or locals  
unaware of its significance. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

On the north bank of the Wakhan River and south side of north-
west south-east tributary, prior to reaching Bozai Gumbaz from 
Kashch Goz. Situated on level area adjacent to the stream 
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86 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Aqbelis 

Settlement / Area: Kashch Goz 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: Multiple orientations 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3944m                        3941m                         3939m 
37’07.724’                   37’07.724’                   37’07.723’ 
073’58.899’                 073’58.899’                 073’58.899’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphic inscriptions 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Possible route markers?  

 . 

  

Kashch Goz Petroglyphs 

 Kashch Goz Petroglyphs. Survey No: 032 

     Survey No 032 
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87 Kashch Goz Petroglyphs. Survey No: 032 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route markers for the track 
towards Bozai Gumbaz and Lake Chaqmaqtin or potential hunting 
grounds for past communities in the region . The ibex images 
could also be seen as simply an artistic representation of the 
more common animals present in the area that formed an intrinsic 
part of everyday life of Palaeolithic communities. The two sets of 
hand prints  / script appear considerably later although there 
meaning and significance in the context of the petroglyphs are 
unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A large boulder  approximately 3m x 2 x 1m with inscriptions 
(probably Persian?) and petroglyphs carved into the surface. At 
least five examples of simple ibex / goat forms can be seen with 
possibly two other phases of carving present, a later partial carv-
ing of a hand with 3 fingers and a more recent complete hand 
carving with two lines of text inside. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Interesting phasing and combination of both script and images. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The ibex images are slightly faded and some have suffered some 
damage as a result of both lichen growth and with the patina of 
the rock falling away, notably on the lower sections of the boulder. 
The more recent hand carvings are in a better state of survival 
and still very clear. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally, although the 
position on the banks of a northern tributary to the Wakhan is 
quite protected,. Current and potential threats also from interested 
passers by on trekking routes or local herdsmen  / travelers un-
aware of the cultural significance of such sites, and of the fragility 
of the outer surface of such sturdy looking boulders. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located between Kashch Goz and Bozai Gumbaz on the north 
bank of  River Wakhan. Scatter of boulders to the left of the main 
‘path’ just before tributary running into the Wakhan. Near 031. 
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88 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan? 

Sub-valley: Aqbelis 

Settlement / Area: Kashch Goz 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: Yurt entrances facing north-east, east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Residential  

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (seasonal) and livestock processing point 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 19th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonally used by large Kyrgyz community with yak / goat 
herds. Home of Kyrgyz headman Haji Osman. Currently in use 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlement 

 Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlement. Survey No: 033 

     Survey No: 033 
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89 Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlement. Survey No: 033 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The domical yurt is the traditional moveable home in northern 
Afghanistan and the Pamirs among semi-nomadic pastoralists 
and semi-sedentary farmers, used primarily by Turkmen, Uzbeks 
and Kyrgyz .The Kashch Goz settlement is one of the larger in the 
Little Pamir with 6 yurts (all of the double-tier lattice framework?), 
and numerous stone built corals present during the summer and 
autumn months. It is also the seasonal settlement of the Kyrgyz 
head man for the Little Pamir. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The settlement comprised 6 yurts, several stone built corals and 
one small (5m x 10m) mud brick building for guests / visitors. The 
yurts were all of traditional construction employing 8 double lat-
tices in 2 tiers of four, one above the other. The roof system con-
sists of 40—60 struts (uq) and a roof ring (tunuk) made from bent 
willow, tied into each V shape created at the top of the lattice 
framework, Externally covered with heavy felt mats (kiz). Inter-
nally personal possessions and traveling boxes / carpets were 
very specifically arranged. Internal diameter approx.5.00m. A 
separate area within the yurt was screened off for food prepara-
tion and storage. Flooring a mixture of carpets for ‘social’  / sleep-
ing area and bare mud at the entrance / cooking spaces, smoke 
escaping overhead through the uncovered tunuk. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Excellent examples of traditional Kyrgyz double-tier lattice frame-
work, decoration and heavy felts doors decorated in Kyrgyz styles 
and patterns. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Yurts generally in good condition with the felt and other covering 
materials on the sides and roof well attended too and mostly 
double layered, in addition to other forms of internal insulation.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The locations of the settlement are primarily dictated by seasonal 
movements and the requirements of the particular group and their 
specific needs. Threats to the movement and location of such 
temporary settlements are probably slim, but might relate to long 
term tourism intrusion or issues relating to general land rights and 
access, a common problem throughout the country. The yurts 
themselves are prone to wear and tear through use and  
movement, but solely as a result of the level of care taken by the  
individual owner. 

References: Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. (1991) Shahrani, M. (2002), Dupree, L. 
(1973) 

Access: 
 
 

Situated on a linear plateau at the base of the valley leading up to 
Aqbelis Pass. North of the Wakhan River on the route between 
Mirza Murad Pass and Bozai Gumbaz heading north east 
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90 Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlement. Survey No: 033 

Above: The four stages of 
construction of a domical 
single-tier yurt as observed 
at the settlement of Kashch 
Goz in the Little Pamir. 
(after Szabo & Barfield,1999). 
 
Far right: Detail of a reed 
backed felt decorated with a 
traditional Kyrgyz design. 
 
Right: Detail of internal 
struts (uq) attached to the 
lattice framework and the 
supporting roof ring (tunuk), 
inside a Kashch Goz yurt. 
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91 Kyrgyz Seasonal Settlement. Survey No: 033 

Top: Domical yurt, Kashch Goz. Above Left: Multi-coloured screen hiding the kitchen area with the 
cooker in front. Above Right: Detail of roof struts with stacked family rugs and trunks below. 
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92 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Darwaza 

Settlement / Area: Kar Kar  

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: West bank of Broghil stream. North and east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
                                                                         
 

Main Form Type: Defensive / Military 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 8th century (Tang Chinese dynasty) 

Usage: (past/current). Fort guarding the approach to Kar Kar / Purtwurs on the south 
bank of the Wakhan River, west bank of Broghil stream. Ruined. 

 . 

  

Kansir Fort (Sirigh Chaupan) 

 Kansir Fort. Survey No: 034 

     Survey No: 034 
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93 Kansir Fort. Survey No: 034 

Ownership: Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 

Remains of a Tang Dynasty fort in an elevated defensive position 
overlooking the Broghil stream and the Wakhan River. A  good 
example in that it shows how the cultures and the landownership 
in the region have fluctuated considerably over the years and how 
the Wakhan comes to have such a varied cultural heritage as a 
result of the differing fortunes of varying countries and ethnic 
groups in Central Asia. Also significant in terms of tracking the 
architectural development of Chinese defensive structures and 
outposts throughout the region, similar to those observed 
throughout the Tarim Basin. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The fort consist of a wall stretching some for some 130m with 
three bastions facing eastwards protecting the only side that is 
not almost a shear face. Reports from the early 20th century sug-
gest that there are no structures within the walls but this is  
contested by the visit of a TV crew to the area in September 
2007. Construction is of mud-brick, brushwood and stone. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

None apparent.  Rumours (to be confirmed) of the survival of 
Buddhist (?) painted plasterwork within the fort. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

With the exception of the outer western wall (which can still be 
observed from a considerable distance), there are reported to be 
no surviving internal structures at the fort. It was not possible to 
reach this site due to its location and time considerations during 
the course of this initial investigation. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primary current threats to the integrity of the site include natural 
erosion processes in what is an exposed position on a spur high 
on the route to the Broghil Pass. The presence of no formal pro-
tective legislation for such sites will also increasingly become an 
issue with any rise in tourism within the region, as will looting if 
the importance of the site is widely known. The fort is nominally 
protected by its relatively inaccessible location. 

References: Stein, A. (1904, 1928). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the crest of a spur on the west bank of the Broghil 
stream running south to Broghil Pass (to Pakistan). Located at 
highest point on spur with vertical cliffs on two sides 

(Images above and right with kind permission of David Adams Films © 2007) 
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94 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: - 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Commemorative / Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic (15-10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used to commemorate social or religious aspects of past 
culture. Possible route markers? Currently unused 

 . 

  

Bad-e-Asya Petroglyphs 

 Bad-e-Asya Petroglyphs: Survey No: 035 

     Survey No: 035 
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95 Bad-e-Asya Petroglyphs: Survey No: 035 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in past use as either a route markers for the track 
marking routes up or across the Khnadud-Lunko Valley or 
marking potential hunting grounds in the region . The ibex  
images could also be seen as simply an artistic representation of 
the more common animals present in the area that formed an 
intrinsic part of everyday life of Palaeolithic communities.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Several briefly described  petroglyphs depicting scenes of ibex 
hunting on a number of boulders throughout the upper section of 
the approach to the Khandud-Lunko Valley. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The petroglyphs were not located on this visit, despite three sepa-
rate trips to the grid references previously recorded, so no  
indication of current condition can be given at this stage. A new 
set of petroglyphs were discovered to the east of Khandud,  
directly above the village (see survey entry 040). 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion, notably through the harsh winds in 
the valley and associated scouring effects. Potential threats from 
mishandling/ studying of the petroglyphs by locals or indeed re-
searchers / tourists. Potential for vandalism by culturally 
insensitive visitors and locals approaching the climb to Kho-e-Shir 
or Kho-e-Maghreb, although these examples are difficult to locate 
and hence probably well protected. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982).Mouchet, J. & Blanc, J. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

South of Khandud part way up the Khandud-Lunko Valley to-
wards Lunkoe-e-Dosare (6902m).Not located on this trip 
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96 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing? 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious? 

Function / Sub-Type: Shrine / place of worship? 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Kushan (1st—3rd century BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Some form of religious / social context historically? Site not ac-
cessible during this visit 

 . 

  

Bad-e-Asya Stone Platform 

 Bad-e-Asya Stone Platform. Survey No: 036 

     Survey No: 036 
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97 Bad-e-Asya Stone Platform. Survey No: 036 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Not surviving? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of  a 1st—3rd century stone platform characteristic of 
Kushan architecture throughout the region, and Afghanistan as a 
whole. Briefly described Mouchet et Blanc. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Site not located on this project despite 3 visits to the appropriate 
area with specific grid references, and cross checked on 
numerous occasions. A brief description of the site is provided in 
Mouchet et Blanc (1972). 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

As stated above the stone platform and mud brick walls were not 
located despite the covering of a wide area allowing for consider-
able errors of margin with the provided grid references. It was 
noted that the valley has been further cultivated at a higher level 
since the original description was made in 1972 and it is possible 
(although not certain) that the stone platform has been destroyed 
and reused for local buildings / walls and that the scant remains 
of mud brick walls have completely degraded sin the last 35 
years. The proposed location of the platform is presently in the 
centre of an extensively farmed area, ploughed and used for 
growing wheat. It would not be unusual to discover that the local 
land owner had not realized the significance of this structure, if 
indeed it has been removed in this way. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

n/a 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). Mouchet, J. & Blanc, J. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

South of Khandud part way up the Khandud-Lunko Valley to-
wards Lunkoe-e-Dosare (6902m).Not located on this trip 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
98 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: All east facing across Khandud valley 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3078m                         3067m                        3071m 
36’56.149’                   36’56.146’                   36’56.148’ 
072’19.739’                 072’19.743’                 072’19.743’ 

Main Form Type: Residential? / Industrial 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling? / Clay extraction pits 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Small mines for clay / chalk used locally as a building material. In 
the 19th century thought to be used as small ‘houses’ 

 . 

  

Cave Houses / Mining 

 Cave Houses / Mining. Survey No: 037 

     Survey No: 037 
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99 Cave Houses / Mining. Survey No: 037 

Ownership: 
 

Public? Although access to the cliffs is via private land 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The ‘cave’ houses have been described by Olufsen (1904) as  
being occupied during the 19th century and earlier. Close inspec-
tion of these caves show that they appear to be small pits exca-
vated to extract clay from very obvious horizontal seams, em-
ployed locally in the traditional construction of buildings.  
At least two may have been used subsequently by herdsmen as 
temporary dwellings, they are unlike the cave houses Olufsen  
observed in the cliffs north of the Panj in what is now Tajikistan. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Approximately 20+ small ‘caves’ roughly hewn into the west side 
of the valley south of Khandud. The caves vary in size from 
0.80m-4m wide to 1m -3m deep. None are greater than 1.5m in 
height. They have been excavated from a clay rich seam at the 
base of the cliff, lying at the top of the scree slope above an  
irrigation channel. Some internal tool marks visible and at least 
two have partial mud brick walls across their entrances. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None. Unlike examples on the north side of the Panj River these 
caves have a primarily industrial heritage with no distinguishing 
architectural features. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently in reasonable condition with the only noticeable wear 
being through natural processes and occasional usage by  
Animals and perhaps herdsmen?. Their relative inaccessibility is 
also a factor in the state of their condition and survival with only a 
couple of the lower caves accessible without ropes or ladders. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Predominantly through exposure to the elements on what is quite 
an exposed site. The seam that has been excavated is inherently 
weaker than surrounding deposits and suffers from natural  
processes of erosion more readily. Currently very few people 
access this site due to the nature of its location. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). 

Access: 
 
 

Located half way up cliffs on the west side of the Khandud-Lunko 
Valley, south of Khandud (0.5km). Visible from afar, only lower 
‘caves’ easily accessible situated 10m above irrigation channels 
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100 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Two main sites. Valley site south facing, village site north facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2826m                        2830m                         2829m 
36’56.920’                   36’56.921’                   36’56.921’ 
072’18.889’                 072’18.888’                 072’18.889’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Individual gumbaz’ and communal cemetery 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-21st century? 

Usage: (past/current). Single and multiple burial tombs historically. Partially still in use 

 . 

  

Gumbaz & Cemetery 

 Gumbaz & Cemetery. Survey No: 038 

     Survey No: 038 
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101 Gumbaz & Cemetery. Survey No: 038 

Ownership: 
 

Mostly in private ownership, main sites public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Representation of a variation / development (?) in burial  
monuments throughout the Wakhan. This is a fine example of a 
well constructed low, roofless gumbaz employed as a single or 
double burial tomb, probably for ‘high status’ members from the 
Khandud community or from the immediate region. The gumbaz 
is situated in a group of 4 (?) facing south and is one of two major 
burial sites in the vicinity. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A mud brick structure approximately 4.5m square with a height of 
1.5m and a step to the front. The top of the walls are decorated 
(see below) and the entrance is built of a light timber framework 
with three carved uprights. Internally were two earth graves with 
the traditional pebble / rock surround. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Detailed decoration on the top of the walls of the gumbaz showing 
a repetitive triangular form, occasionally constructed in slate 
rather than mud brick elsewhere in the Wakhan. The ‘gate’ to the 
gumbaz also exhibits several carved posts on its uppermost part. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The fabric of the gumbaz is in good condition and appears to be 
well kept and regularly repaired when appropriate. The timber 
framework serving as a ‘gate’ is also well preserved and showed 
no signs of damage or excessive wear and tear. This is not the 
case for the vast majority of graves generally or other ‘high status’ 
gumbaz in Khandud. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion  are likely to be the main immediate 
threat to the condition and survival of the monuments in the short 
term. Lack of attention and upkeep and formal protection would 
also be a major potential contributing factor to future degradation 
of this and similar structures. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). 

Access: 
 
 

Two main sites. One located in the centre of the village due east 
of the Rus Malik tomb and south west of AKF campsite. Second 
larger cemetery / gumbaz on southern outskirts of the village at 
the start of the Khandud-Lunko Valley. Both easily accessible 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: Entrance east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2834m                         2831m                         835m 
36’56.923’                   35’56.924’                   36’56.924’ 
072’19.023’                 072’19.024’                 072’19.024’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Social 

Function / Sub-Type: Mosque / community meeting place 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown. (re-uses elements of Buddhist architecture internally 
and externally) 

Usage: (past/current). Place of worship for the Wakhi (Ismaili) community past and  
present 

 . 

  

Ismaili Mosque 

 Ismaili Mosque. Survey No: 039 

     Survey No: 039 
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103 Ismaili Mosque. Survey No: 039 

Ownership: Community owned? (Ismaili) 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The mosque an important religious focal point for the Ismaili  
community in Khandud and has been used over a number of 
years for worship and commemoration in a variety of forms. It 
also retains  a number of architectural elements reused from  
Buddhist (?) structures no longer surviving in the settlement. 
(Khandud was a noted centre for Buddhism in the 7th century, as 
referred to by Huien Tsang). The presence of another ruined 
tomb and a Wakhi mazar within the complex is also of interest in 
terms of the interaction of different religions (or variations of), 
within the same religious complex. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The mosque is approximately 6.40 x 9.80 built of mud brick  
construction and rendered walls . There is veranda to the east 
and south sides 2.00m wide, as is common in such designs and 
one internal room with two pillars supporting the roof (not 6 stone  
columns as described in Gardin & Ball, 1978). The flat roof is of a 
traditional mud construction. The mosques sits within a courtyard 
bounded by massive boulder walls, with part of the wall to the 
southern side being formed by the partial survival of a semi-
ruined tomb. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Externally nine carved uprights (5 potentially of Buddhist origin )
are used as roof supports on the veranda, intricately carved at the 
top. Inside the mosque are two wooden columns, square in 
 section, resting on sculpted lotus leaf bases in the Buddhist style. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

The mosque is in a good state of repair with only minor problems 
associated with the failure of some rendering on the external 
complex walls and the semi collapse of the north east corner of 
an internal wall bordering another property to the north. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No major threats could be observed to what I currently a well 
looked after and used community building. Very low key potential 
future threats might come in the form of an increase in number of  
visitors to Khandud and the region in general, wanting to visit this 
site and the associated buildings within the mosque courtyard. 

References: Stein, A. (1904). Mouchet, J. & Blanc, J. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

Located in the centre of the village adjacent to the AKF guest 
house. Readily access to the outer courtyard on most days with 
restricted access internally to the mosque 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South and east facing adjacent herders track 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2920m                         2919m                        2918m 
36’56.973’                   36’56.974’                   36’56.974’ 
072’19.277’                 072’19.277’                 072’19.277’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs  

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic? 

Usage: (past/current). Multiple images used to commemorate social or religious aspects 
of past culture. Possible route markers? Previously unrecorded? 

 . 

  

Khandud Petroglyphs 

 Khandud Petroglyphs. Survey No.040 

     Survey No: 040 
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105 Khandud Petroglyphs. Survey No.040 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route marker on the ridge be-
tween Yuzuk and Khandud (on which many petroglyphs can be 
observed) or also as an artistic representation of one of  the more 
common (or revered?) animals present in the area that formed an 
intrinsic part of everyday life of Palaeolithic communities, in terms 
of both food and other usable by-products.  
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A substantial boulder (3.0 x 2.0 x 1.5m approx.) immediately to 
the east and above Khandud. Multiple representations of ibex in a 
variety of sizes with 3  large examples on the south face of the 
boulder and 40+ smaller examples on the south and east faces. 
All the images have extended  / stylized horns. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Density and number of the images / layers represented on the 
boulder. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The ibex images are slightly faded and some have suffered some 
damage as a result of both lichen growth and with the patina of 
the rock flaking off. The fact that the images have been  
superimposed over each other over the course of many years has 
left some still quite clear whilst others are barely visible. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally, although the 
position on the banks of a northern tributary to the Wakhan is 
quite protected,. Current and potential threats also from interested 
passers by on trekking routes or local herdsmen  / travelers  
unaware of the cultural significance of such sites, and of the fra-
gility of the outer surface of such sturdy looking boulders. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Located on the lower slopes of the foothills immediately to the 
east of Khandud rising from the village itself. Adjacent to  
herdsmen's tracks running at this level to Yuzuk to the east. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2824m                        2828m                         2828m 
36’56.920’                   36’56.921’                   36’56.921’ 
072’18.887’                 072’18.887’                 072’18.887’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Multiple burial tomb (x2?) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown? 

Usage: (past/current). Burial tomb. Currently in poor state of repair and used as pubic 
toilet / dumping ground for rubbish. Small mazar inserted on north 
elevation possibly in use? 

 . 

  

Rus Malik Tomb 

 Rus Malik Tomb. Survey No: 041 

     Survey No: 041 
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107 Rus Malik Tomb. Survey No: 041 

Access: 
 

Located in the centre of the village approximately 50m south of 
the main ‘road’ through Khandud. Visible from the road 

Ownership: Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Khandud was a centre for Buddhism in the 7th century although 
few structures survive from this time. The two tombs in the centre 
of the village are locally attributed to this period although this has 
yet to be proven. These upstanding remains do however 
 represent two of the more intriguing and prominent structures in 
the Wakhan Corridor and are worthy of study and protection. 
Their religious significance and the likely social status of their oc-
cupants are of importance in understanding further the history 
and cultural heritage of Khandud, and how they interact (or don’t) 
with the current belief systems prevalent in the area (small Wakhi 
mazar has been inserted into the external north east corner of the 
better preserved tomb). 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

At least one (possibly two?) substantial tombs of unknown age 
and origin (locally attributed as Buddhist structures but unlikely on 
the basis of their survival as solely mud brick constructed build-
ings). The main tomb is square in form (6m x 5.5m ) with a maxi-
mum surviving wall height of 3.5m and a dome of similar height. 
The entrance is to the south north with windows built into the east 
and south elevations. The whole structure is built using a clay rich 
mud brick and timber ,(the mud possibly coming from the  
excavated seams observable in the cliffs further south up the 
 Khandud– Lunko Valley). The mud used for the dome has a rela-
tively large number of rounded rock inclusions within it that can 
clearly seen as the mud erodes out around it. The structure adja-
cent (to the west) of the main tomb only has 3 partial elevations 
remaining (to a height of 4.5m) and appears to have had the 
same form as the Rus Malik tomb 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

A number of surviving architectural details are of particular  
interest including the internal construction of the domed roof over 
the main tomb and the quality of the squinches surviving in the  
primary burial area. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor level of preservation both in the domed tomb and in the 
adjacent structure. Considerable wall collapse of buildings to the 
south and west of the main tomb and a complete loss of any origi-
nal plaster work. The rendering has failed generally and the upper 
most section of the dome is on the verge of collapse. Internally 
some looting has taken place and other structural disturbance 
both recently and in the past appears to have occurred.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural ongoing processes of erosion are perhaps the biggest 
current and future threat to this fragile structure, much of which is 
on the verge of collapse. Most at risk is the domed roof which 
requires immediate attention if it is to survive. The general neglect 
and misuse of the building is also an ongoing issue, used as both 
a public toilet and a dumping ground for waste, despite occupying 
such a prominent position in the centre of the village. This also 
show little inherent local respect for the burials that survive within 
the tomb. Mismanagement  of the site  the future may become an 
issue as might be issues relating to access to the site if tourism to 
the region does increase in the near future. 
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108 Rus Malik Tomb. Survey No: 041 

Top: View north of the ruined tombs at Khandud. Above left: Internal detail of the north west 
squinch inside the Rus Malik tomb. Above right: Detail of the once covered entrance to the tomb. 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
109 Rus Malik Tomb. Survey No: 041 

Top and above: View of the Rus Malik tomb looking south west. Above left and right: Internal and 
external details. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing currently, earlier primary entrance east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2834m                         2831m                        2835m 
36’56.923’                   36’56.924’                   36’56.924’ 
072’19.023’                 072’19.024’                 072’19.024’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Burial tomb 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown. 17th—19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Multiple burial tomb. Currently used for rubbish dumping and 
partly as a mazar within the mosque complex as a whole 

 . 

  

Tomb 

 Tomb. Survey No: 042 

     Survey No: 042 
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111 Tomb. Survey No: 042 

Ownership: 
 

Local community? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A tomb of currently unknown date and origin that sits within the 
Ismaili mosque complex in the centre of Khandud village, also 
forming part of the southern wall of the complex. Significant not 
only in terms of its form but also its religious relationship in the 
same social space as the mosque and its partial external reuse 
as a base for a small Wakhi mazar. Locally attested to be of Bud-
dhist origin (?) but this appears to be unlikely stylistically and in 
terms of its level of survival as a simple mud brick structure. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Square in form approximately 5m x 7m max. with a domed roof, 
ritual niche internally in the west elevation and squinches  
Surviving in each corner to support the dome. In an earlier (first?) 
form there appeared to be entrance in the east elevation only with 
subsequent holes knocked in the south elevation ( then blocked 
up) and currently in the north elevation (open). Completely built of 
rendered mud brick and some evidence for white / coloured 
 plasterwork 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Interesting squinches in the corners and a reasonably well  
surviving shrine / niche to the west. Hand inscriptions (panj tan?) 
in the north east corner of the tomb. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Very poor state of repair with 60-70% of the domed roof missing, 
general internal collapse and evidence for looting and the robbing 
out of plasterwork of any significance? Internal graves damaged 
and evidence for looting. Main internal chamber and niche to the 
west used as toilets and dumping grounds for rubbish. Extra 
‘doors’ not through load baring walls. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing natural processes of erosion and complete lack of atten-
tion or repair in recent years that looks set to continue. Potential 
threat from visitors in the future (if the site is repaired) and from 
locals whom may be unaware of its historical and cultural 
importance. 
. 

References: Stein, M.A. (1904). Mouchet, J. & Blanc, J. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

Located inside Ismaili mosque complex in the centre of the  
Village. South side of inner courtyard, original entrance to the 
east, hole now knocked through north elevation 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud / Yuzuk 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2963m                         2962m                        2963m 
36’57.117’                   36’57.116’                   36’57.116’ 
072’19.876’                 072’19.876’                 072’19.877’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / social 

Function / Sub-Type: Stupa? 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Multi-period. Late Sasanian—Buddhist? 

Usage: (past/current). Religious use for prayer / meeting? Assumed destroyed in the last 
35 years, no definitive remains now visible at location 

 . 

  

Tupkhana 

 Tupkhana. Survey No: 043 

     Survey No: 043 
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113 Tupkhana. Survey No: 043 

Ownership: Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

 Last visited (and described) in 1972 (Mouchet et Blanc) the site 
at Tupkhana was an example of a possible Buddhist stupa dating 
from the late 7th century (Sasanian?). It represented a further 
example of the considerable numbers of cultures that originated 
in or passed through Afghanistan and the Wakhan over preceding 
centuries, in particular the central Wakhan’s role as a centre for 
Buddhism in the 7th century. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 

A double stone platform situated on a hill half way between 
 Khandud and the smaller settlement of Yuzuk 4km to the east. 
The platform is reputed to have had a square mud brick structure 
on top which may of represented the remains of a Buddhist stupa. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Described in 1972 as having painted geometric sherds covering 
the external structure, 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

During the course of the project in which the platform/stupa was 
meant to be located was visited several times using accurate grid  
references as provided. No signs of an upstanding structure were 
observed within 1km of the supposed site. However, the scant 
remains of a possible (?) former mud brick structure were located 
on a ridge above the two villages (as seen in the image to the 
left). Although impossible to tell for certain, this may represent the 
collapsed remains of the monument described in the 1970’s, now 
collapsed and robbed of its stone. This ‘site’ also showed positive 
signs of excavation / looting which may also attest to its former 
location at this point. 
 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 

n/a 

References: Ball and Gardin, (1982). Mouchet, J. and Blanc, J. (1972). 

Access: 
 
 

(former site?) on the lower ridge between Yuzuk and Khandud 
approximately 2km east of Khandud. Steep climb from either  
Yuzuk or Khandud 

Left: A rough sketch of the double stone platform and mud 
brick structure observed by Mouchet and Blanc between 
Yuzuk and Khandud in the 1970’s. A possible location for 
this structure was identified during the production of the 
2007 inventory, although scant remains of the structure 
could be identified. 
 
(Image from Archaeological Gazetteer of Afghanistan . Ball & 
Gardin, 1982). 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on property location. No pattern 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (fixed) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Residential accommodation for local population including  
 courtyards and outbuildings for seasonal crop processing 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 044 

     Survey No: 044 
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115 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 044 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of the vernacular architecture within the settlement 
that employs local materials and traditional skills in there  
construction. Within Khandud traditional buildings exist of a 
 variety of ages from those constructed in the last year to those 
said to be 150 years of age or older. The styles and materials 
have changed little over the last century and internal features 
such as the 5 (panj) elements incorporated into the hexagonal 
roof structure / light opening  over the main social rooms of  
properties still exists and is included in new homes too.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The building is square in form and consists, like many similar 
 examples within the village and the region, of one range of  
accommodation situated at one end of a substantial courtyard. 
The overall size of the complex is approximately 50m x 30m with 
several smaller internal buildings for livestock / cereal processing 
to one side. The roofs at both ends of the building are partially 
used for the drying of crops from the fields. The overall  
construction is of a mixture of mud brick and paxa, with walls to a 
height of approximately 3.5m. It was not possible to view the 
property internally on this visit. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

None apparent externally 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

Currently in good condition with little signs of failure of the mud 
brick or paxa and with mud the external mud render surviving 
well. Parts of the property have either been built recently or con-
siderable care is taken in its general continuous upkeep and re-
pair. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 

No real or potential threats to the building but as with all such 
properties their survival depends to a large degree on the owners 
upkeep of the property. 

References: Szabo, A. and Barfield, T. (1991). 

Access: 
 
 

Throughout village with permission of private owners and / or in 
company of village headman 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Khandud village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2834m                         2831m                        2835m 
36’56.923’                   36’56.924’                   36’56.924’ 
072’19.023’                 072’19.024’                 072’19.024’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Religious focal point for elements of the local community 
(including Wakhi / Ismaili’s?). Currently in occasional use 

 . 

  

Wakhi Mazar 

 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 045 

     Survey No: 045 
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117 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 045 

Ownership: 
 

Wakhi (Ismaili community?) 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The presence of this small Wakhi mazar (shrine) within the Ismaili 
mosque complex at Khandud is a fine example of the survival and 
blending of religions (and multiple use), of sites of religious  
worship and commemoration throughout the region. Such small i 
mazars appear elsewhere in the Wakhan and the Pamirs, often in 
prominent natural locations deemed as sacred, or in conjunction 
with monuments from other religious belief systems. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The particular focal point of this small mazar is collection of ibex 
and Marco Polo sheep horns placed on the north west corner of 
the ruined tomb, also forming part of the overall mosque complex. 
Pebbles and stones of varying sizes form small cairns amongst 
the horns, whilst half a dozen or more poles with the 
characteristic brightly coloured material were secured within these 
cairns. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

As with the Ismaili mosque building the mazar appeared to be 
well tended and regularly repositioned / rebuilt by the local  
community when necessary. The flags and some of the horns 
appeared to have been recently replaced. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious current threat apart from day to day wear and tear. 
Potential minor threats either from visitors / tourists at the mosque 
complex of if the decision is ever made to undertake any degree 
of restoration work on the tomb on which it currently sits. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). Fitzherbert, A. (2003). 

Access: 
 
 

Set on the surviving north west corner of the tomb within the  
Ismaili mosque complex, external to the tomb itself. 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
118 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langarkish 

Settlement / Area: Langarkish 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3482m                         3483m                        3482m 
37’00.188’                   37’00.188’                   37’00.189’ 
073’40.381’                 073’40.381’                 073’40.381’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 14th—19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Military encampment / settlement guarding access along this 
stretch of the Wakhan Valley between Langar and Broghil 

 . 

  

Zingi Bar (Zengi Bar) 

 Zingi Bar. Survey No: 046 

     Survey No: 046 
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119 Zingi Bar. Survey No: 046 

Ownership: Unknown. Local government? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 

An imposing fort only previously recorded in detail  by Olufsen 
(1904) and also visited but not closely observed 30 years earlier 
by Wood (1872).and one of only several surviving such structures 
throughout the Wakhan (on both the Afghan and Tajik sides of the 
rivers). Little is known of its origins or former occupants without 
further excavation or survey, although its ownership (as with 
many forts throughout the area) has been accredited to the Siah-
push Kafirs. This type of construction using slate is also not com-
mon and along with Qaz-e-Deh fort is of considerable value to 
architects as well as architectural and military historians. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Detailed extensively by Olufsen (1904).Located on a bluff above 
the River Wakhan in a commanding position and entirely  
constructed with slate. Olufsen’s survey describes walls up to 
7.00m and 1.00 wide with loopholes throughout. Access to the 
fort is by a ramp to the south-east that leads to a large gateway 
constructed of roughly hewn granite where as elsewhere the  
preferred building material is slate (as at Qaz-e-Deh). An internal 
underground tunnel was also said to exist from the ramparts to a 
water channel in the north east. All the roofs that were still in 
place throughout the building were vaulted or flat. The photo left 
show the likely location plus as an inset Olufsen’s survey from the 
late 19th century. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

On the basis of Olufsen’s notes and Wood’s comments  
architectural details of note (if surviving), are two plastered guard-
rooms with arched ceilings and a further substantial inner building 
also plastered. Three vaulted cisterns were also recorded. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

On this project it was not possible to locate the fort even with 
relatively accurate 4 figure grid references. Whilst an accurate 
assessment of its current condition cannot be given it is likely that 
it would be in a similar state to Kar Kar fort at Qaz-e-Deh. Kar Kar 
is located in a similarly exposed position and built of the same  
materials.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing erosion from natural processes in an exposed position 
high above the Wakhan River. Potentially future damage from 
increase in local or international visitors / researchers, the slate 
construction being relatively fragile as a dry bonded structure. 
The remote location of the fort may partially aid it in its immediate 
survival. 

References: Olufsen, O (1904). Wood, J. (1972). Ball & Gardin (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Problematic. Located on the north bank of the Wakhan Just after 
Borak but before start of the Langar Valley. Constructed on a high 
bluff above the river (not located on this visit). The image to the 
left shows the general location of Zingi Bar according to known 
grid references. provided by a previous desk top survey (based 
on historical sources only). 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement/ Area: Langar valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly north-east and east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3643m                        3646m                         3643m  
37’01.718’                   37’01.718’                   37’01.718’ 
073’47.391’                 073’47.391’                 073’47.391’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar and Gumbaz / cemetery 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century? 

Usage: (past/current). Significant site of worship (Kyrgyz / Wakhi?)  and burial cemetery. 
Appears intermittently in use. 

  

  

Kyrgyz Mazar & Cemetery 

 Kyrgyz Mazar & Cemetery. Survey No: 047 

     Survey No: 047 
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121 Kyrgyz Mazar & Cemetery. Survey No: 047 

Ownership: Private? Kyrgyz seasonal population 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 

A prime example of a Kyrgyz mazar utilizing  a prominent 
natural location. Mazars such as this are used widely through out 
the Wakhan and the Pamirs and have their origins possibly in 
much earlier (Prehistoric?) belief systems, sites often reused over 
the centuries as places of worship, commemoration and commu-
nity gathering points. This example exhibits all the prime  features 
of a mazar using a specific and spectacular natural location as a 
focal point on this ridge above the Wakhan River. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 

An extensive Kyrgyz cemetery and commemorative site on the 
north bank of the Wakhan River, partly in a valley of a small tribu-
tary and partly on a number of prominent ridges running down to 
it. The closest ridge to the river rises steeply and is scattered with 
30+ earth graves and is topped by a semi-ruined slate structure of 
unknown usage and a prominent mazar adjacent. The mazar con-
sists of 20-30 pairs of ibex and Marco Polo sheep horns set into a 
mud brick platform, interspersed with rocks, small cairns of  
pebbles and nine flag poles flying brightly coloured cloth. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Prominent use of ibex and Marco Polo sheep horns as the focal 
point for this extensive ritual landscape. 

Condition Description: Variable with a number of collapsed gumbaz on the lower slopes. 
Earth  graves on the ridge (on which the man mazar is based) are 
partly covered with soil and some are damaged. Evidence for 
looting or re-opening of subterranean graves. The rock building to 
the north of the mazar has almost completely collapsed. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion in an exposed river valley site with 
extreme seasonal variations in weather. Interference from pass-
ers by (deliberate or accidental vandalism  / trophy collecting), 
whether they be semi-nomadic herdsmen or tourists trekking in 
the region / scientific researchers. The site is remote and this may 
afford the shrine and associated grave some form of protection. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on ridge and lower ground at west end of Langar Valley 
directly on the north bank of the Wakhan River. Mazar and slate 
building on single ridge south of main mountain path 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: East and south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3786m                         3789m                        3792m 
37’02.057’                   37’02.060’                   37’02.060’ 
073’47.519’                 073’47.523’                 073’47.524’ 

Main Form Type: Religious  

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Single and multiple burial tombs of ‘high status’ individuals, and 
associated cemetery. Probably (seasonally) in use. 

  

  

Kyrgyz (Upper) Cemetery 

 Kyrgyz (Upper) Cemetery. Survey No: 048 

     Survey No: 048 
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123 Kyrgyz (Upper) Cemetery. Survey No: 048 

Ownership: 
 

Private? Kyrgyz seasonal population 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A further example of a Kyrgyz cemetery / gumbaz site set in a 
prominent natural site. Such gumbaz are seen throughout the 
Pamirs and have their origins possibly in much earlier 
(Prehistoric?) belief systems, sites often being reused over the 
centuries as places of worship, commemoration and community 
gathering points. These gumbaz form part of a smaller cemetery 
above the larger one described in 048. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A selection of 5 gumbaz set in a small earth grave cemetery lo-
cated high above the site at 048 adjacent to the Wakhan River. 
Relatively low structures (1.5m high) and approximately 4m 
square built of randomly coursed slate heavily mortared with mud 
and capped with the slate triangular decoration. No roofs or 
doors, entry via a small ‘window’ in the east elevations 0.40m x 
0.20m.  

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Slate decoration on the tops of the walls and the use of  a small 
entrance ‘window’ orientated east wards. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Several very poor with major collapse of several elevations. Very 
exposed position but the substantial construction appears to have 
worn well. It did not appear ( as a large seasonal settlement) that 
the cemetery and gumbaz  were regularly attended to or repaired. 
No sign of looting / illegal excavation as was noticed in the lower 
site. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion in an exposed river valley site with 
extreme seasonal variations in weather. Interference from pass-
ers by (deliberate or accidental vandalism  / trophy collecting), 
whether they be semi-nomadic herdsmen or tourists trekking in 
the region / scientific researchers. The site is remote and this may 
afford the shrine and associated grave some form of protection, 
although is also visible from some considerable distance and 
close to the main track to Kashch Goz. 

References: Grancy, R. (1978). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on ridge at west end of Langar Valley directly on the 
north bank of the Wakhan River. Just south of path and on a rise 
overlooking mazar and cemetery below as recorded in 047 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: - 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3775m                         3778m                         3779m 
37’02.058’                   37’02.062.                   37’02.063’ 
073’47.525’                 073’47.527’                  073’47.527’ 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen.  
Presently unoccupied 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings  

 Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings. Survey No: 049 

     Survey No: 049 
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125 Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings. Survey No: 049 

Ownership: Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A fine example of the differing types of Kyrgyz (and Wakhi)  stone 
buildings constructed throughout the Pamirs as seasonal  
dwellings and corals for livestock. These two circular structures 
differing from the normal rectangular or square forms seen in the 
immediate area. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Two circular structures approximately 5m in diameter with a (low) 
maximum height of 3.5m (?) . Constructed of medium sized 
(0.30x 0.10 x 0.05m) rocks of a metamorphic origin irregularly 
coursed and partially bonded with mud although not entirely. The 
building to the south is probably a small livestock coral with no 
roof or sings of internal use. The north building is roofed in the 
traditional style with mud over a timber lattice / framework and a 
central supporting pole. The entrance to the south (1m high) is 
open and the low lintel is constructed using a large slate slab. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Observation of internal space reveals the simple yet practical na-
ture of the layout in a confined space with cooking, sleeping, toilet 
and social areas. The single post design of the roof support if also 
of note in terms of its effectiveness and simplicity. The structure  
of the dwelling is simple and designed to keep out the worst of the 
harsh and variable weather. 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Seasonally used so the condition of these two buildings was not 
ideal, but good in the circumstances and considering the haste 
and roughness of the build. Some partial failure of the roof  
structure in the right hand of the two buildings. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Threats both current and potential  really only relate to the degree 
of maintenance that is or isn’t undertaken at such buildings ( this 
example appeared to have been used recently). Many of these 
buildings are often left to decay naturally as the Kyrgyz move ar-
eas or sites for a variety of reasons. There is also a minor issue of 
such dwellings, often near the main tracks, being used as tempo-
rary night shelters by groups of travelers or tourists, which 
 perhaps isn’t a major issue if people passing through the region 
are aware of local customs and appropriate protocol.  

  

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route along the Langar Valley from  
Langar to Kashch Goz. Located to the immediate east of 048 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan  

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Multiple 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen and 
associated livestock processing. Presently unoccupied 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings 

 Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings. Survey No: 050 

     Survey No: 050 
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127 Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings. Survey No: 050 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A further example in the Langar Valley of the differing types of 
Kyrgyz (and Wakhi)  seasonal dwellings that make the most of 
locally available materials. This particular  example, although out 
of use, shows another form on the general theme of rock and 
mud brick construction. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A low mud brick and rock structure approximately 7m x 4m. Con-
sist of a foundation / lower wall level of roughly coursed irregular 
shaped rocks to a height of approximately 1m that incorporates 
the entrance (with a roughly hewn timber lintel) on the southern 
side. The roof tapers slightly to a further height of 3m and is solely 
of mud brick construction with a flat timber and mud roof. The 
external courtyard / coral walls are all of massive block construc-
tion poorly bonded with mud. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

The low  profile of the structure and the small size of any 
 Entrances are indicative and of specific interest in terms of the 
extreme weather the communities have to endure in the region, 
even in more clement seasons. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The building appears to be out of use rather than solely in  
seasonal use with the fabric of the walls, roof and foundation all in 
a state of collapse. External boundary walls have also collapsed 
and have not been recently renewed. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Threats both current and potential  really only relate to the degree 
of maintenance that is or isn’t undertaken at such buildings ( this 
example appeared to have been used recently). Many of these 
buildings are often left to decay naturally as the Kyrgyz move ar-
eas or sites for a variety of reasons. There is also a minor issue of 
such dwellings, often near the main tracks, being used as tempo-
rary night shelters by groups of travelers or tourists, which per-
haps isn’t a major issue if people passing through the region are 
aware of local customs and appropriate protocol.  

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route along the Langar Valley from  
Langar to Kashch Goz.  
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Multiple 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   -  
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 19th-21st century? 

Usage: (past/current). Seasonal accommodation for Kyrgyz yak / goat herdsmen and 
associated livestock processing. Presently unoccupied 

 . 

  

Kyrgyz Seasonal Building 

 Kyrgyz Seasonal Building. Survey No: 051 

     Survey No: 051 
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129 Kyrgyz Seasonal Building. Survey No: 051 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of one of the differing types of Kyrgyz stone buildings 
constructed throughout the Little Pamir in winter camping 
grounds, now more frequently used by wealthy Kyrgyz as 
opposed to yurts, or in addition to.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A substantial seasonal dwelling built from clay bonded rounded 
boulders and irregular rocks of varying sizes, unevenly coursed. 
The external and internal walls have been partially rendered, 
more so on the southern section. Several small windows on all 
elevation with stone lintels. Internally divided into 3 spaces 
(sleeping, cooking and toilet) with an additional locked store-
room? Outside a substantial six course sub-circular stone coral 
had been constructed for livestock control and for winter fuel (yak 
dung) storage, for which it was being used. Currently unoccupied. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Reasonable condition baring in mind the seasonal nature of its 
occupation. Several temporary repairs to the externals walls most 
exposed to the prevailing winds. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Threats both current and potential  really only relate to the degree 
of maintenance that is or isn’t undertaken at such buildings ( this 
example appeared to have been used recently). Many of these 
buildings are often left to decay naturally as the Kyrgyz move ar-
eas or sites for a variety of reasons. There is also a minor issue of 
such dwellings, often near the main tracks, being used as tempo-
rary night shelters by groups of travelers or tourists, which per-
haps isn’t a major issue if people passing through the region are 
aware of local customs and appropriate protocol 

References: - 

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route running west to east along the 
Langar Valley from Langar to Kashch Goz.  
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan  

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Multiple 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative / Agricultural 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs & ancient cultivation 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Epi-Palaeolithic (10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities 

 . 

  

Langarkish Petroglyphs 

 Langarkish Petroglyphs. Survey No: 052 

     Survey No: 052 
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131 Langarkish Petroglyphs. Survey No: 052 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant as either route markers on the to or from Kashch Goz / 
Bozai Gumbaz., as an artistic impression of ibex that were hunted 
or and / revered ? By past Palaeolithic communities or perhaps 
serving a different commemorative purpose as part of a specific 
past belief system. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Three substantial granite boulders displaying petroglyphs of ibex, 
hand impressions and human (?) figures. It was also reported 
(Stein, 1921, Olufsen, 1904) that traces for ancient cultivation of 
the land could also be observed. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

As this set of petroglyphs (and the associated traces for ancient 
cultivation) were not located on this trip it is not possible to give 
an accurate account of their current condition, assuming they 
have survived since last seen in1978. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

n/a 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located near the end of the Langarkish Valley where a small 
tributary flows south into the Wakhan River. Not located on this 
trip. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3886m                         3889m                        3884m 
37’04.191’                   37’04.188’                   37’04.188’ 
073’53.226’                 073’53.227’                 073’53.228’ 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed (seasonal) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 16th—21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Earlier use uncertain? (mud brick construction with evidence for 
‘arched’ windows on north and south elevations?). Currently in 
seasonal use and presently unoccupied (locked) 

 . 

  

Mud Brick Building 

 Mud Brick Building. Survey No. 053 

     Survey No: 053 
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133 Mud Brick Building. Survey No. 053 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Private? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Forms part of a small seasonal (?) Kyrgyz settlement at the end 
of the Langar Valley but significant in terms of its structure and its 
mud brick build. History and original purpose unknown but various 
features allude to a different past use in what is a remote location. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Mud brick built structure (13m x 6m) with massive stone  
foundations and a relatively large brick size used in its  
construction (20cm x 8cm). The building has a flat roof and a 
 traditional open space/ timber framework over the central spot for 
fire smoke to escape. On the south and east. Elevations 3 arched 
mud brick window (?) appear to have been blocked up. Wooden 
door to entrance on the north elevation, On the eastern elevation 
a new extension has been built (in the last season?) which  
appears to be of paxa construction in a dark grey mud? 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

The three semi-ruined and now blocked up arched (?) windows 
on the north and south elevations of the  building. Not an 
 architectural style characteristic of the region in general. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Variable condition with exposure of the stone foundations on the 
west and east elevations. Partial collapse of upper mud brick  
levels on the south elevation and the render has disappeared 
completely from the lower half of the west elevation. Former 
 windows on south and north elevations crumbling even though 
they have been blocked up. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General natural processes of erosion in a relatively exposed area 
at the far east end of the Langar Valley. Upkeep required to stop 
the mud brick  eroding further, unlike the stone or slate mostly 
used in the region for construction, it takes considerable  
maintenance to preserve the integrity of its fabric. 

References: Szabo, A. & Barfield, T. (1991). 

Access: 
 
 

Easy to access north of main Langar Valley to Kashch Goz route 
(east end of valley). Located at base of foothills on the north side 
of the valley amongst several Kyrgyz stone dwellings 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing  

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3838m                         3836m                        3836m 
37’02.565’                   37’02.565’                   37’02. 565’ 
073’50.289’                 073’50.289’                 073’50.288’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphic Inscription (one stone) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown. (translation?) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing religious belief systems or as 
one form of marker for property / routes 

 . 

  

Langar Valley Petroglyphs 

 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 054 

     Survey No: 054 
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135 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 054 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Many inscriptions exist throughout the Wakhan and the Pamirs, 
sometimes on there own or sometimes in conjunction with far ear-
lier (predominantly Palaeolithic) images carved on the same or 
adjacent rocks. The text is likely to relate to past visits to this par-
ticular spot commemorating the groups or movements of individu-
als, and be dedication in a variety of forms or relate to the route 
taken through this particular area through the Langar 
Valley. The text is likely to be Persian although the exact date and 
meaning is as yet unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

One line of script (Persian) on a small granite boulder 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Script bright and clear and carved on a relatively stable face of 
the boulder. Some lichen growth and associated flaking off of the 
rocks outer surface can be seen on other faces. Over time this 
will eventually happen on all of the exposed faces. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily through natural processes of erosion, patina flaking and 
accidental or deliberate damage . The boulder sits close to the 
relatively ‘busy’ Langar Valley track but is one among numerous 
other examples. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route running through the Langar Valley 
between Langar and  Kashch Goz. Numerous scattered rocks 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3828m                         3827m                        3827m 
37’02.557’                   37’02.569’                   37’02.569’ 
073’50.355’                 073’50.354’                 073’50.355’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs / inscriptions (2nd) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic? 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities 

 . 

  

Langar Valley Petroglyphs 

 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 055 

     Survey No: 055 
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137 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 055 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A further example of an inscribed rock that exist throughout the 
Wakhan and the Pamirs, sometimes on there own or sometimes 
in conjunction with far earlier petroglyphs carved on to the same 
or adjacent rocks. . The text is likely to be Persian although the 
exact date is as yet unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

In the region of 7-10 lines of script carved onto a single boulder 
near the Langar Valley track. The script may contain 2 or 3 sepa-
rate messages from differing groups or people. The date of the 
inscriptions could be relatively recent. None of the texts have 
been cut deeply into the rock. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The script is bright and clear although this may be because it is 
relatively recent.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily through natural processes of erosion, patina flaking and 
accidental or deliberate damage. The texts are not deeply cut and 
so are more likely to be susceptible to damage and erosion. The 
boulder sits close to the relatively ‘busy’ Langar Valley track but is 
one among numerous other examples. 

References: Grancy, R. (1978). 

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route running through the Langar Valley 
between Langar and  Kashch Goz. Numerous scattered rocks 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South and east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3848m                         3847m                        3847m 
37’02.585’                   37’02.586’                   37’02.586’ 
073’50.418’                 073’50.419’                 073’50.419’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs / Inscriptions 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities 

 . 

  

Langar Valley Petroglyphs 

 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 056 

     Survey No: 056 
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139 Langar Valley Petroglyphs. Survey No: 056 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Many inscriptions exist throughout the Wakhan and the Pamirs, 
sometimes on there own or sometimes in conjunction with far ear-
lier (predominantly Palaeolithic) images carved on the same or 
adjacent rocks. The text is likely to relate to past visits to this par-
ticular spot commemorating the individuals or groups movements. 
Adjacent to this example was a small boulder with two 
petroglyphs of ibex, again usually depicted for commemorative or 
social reasons relating to belief systems or past significant social 
activities. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Two adjacent boulders with inscriptions and petroglyphs carved 
into their surfaces. One example with 12(?) lines of text, historic 
and modern perhaps? The second has two ibex cut into it and 
unusually these have been ‘filled’ in rather than drawn as ‘stick’ 
figures, perhaps indicative of their relative image. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Style of the ibex cut into the second boulder. Unusual  
representation compared to most examples seen throughout the 
Wakhan , (with the exception of one example at Issik). 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripts fairly bright and clear. The ibex are carved onto a rela-
tively stable face of the granite boulder, although the patina of the 
boulder with the script cut into it is flaking off at an advanced rate 
(some sections of text already having been lost). Some lichen 
growth and associated flaking off of the rocks outer surface can 
be seen on other faces. Over time this will eventually happen on 
all of the exposed faces. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily through natural processes of erosion, patina flaking and 
accidental or deliberate damage. The texts are not deeply cut and 
so are more likely to be susceptible to damage and erosion. The 
ibex are cut into a more stable / harder form of granite and are 
likely to resist erosion more readily. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route running through the Langar Valley 
between Langar and  Kashch Goz. Numerous scattered rocks 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Langar 

Settlement / Area: Langar Valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation:  South, south-west facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphic inscriptions 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown? 19th—21st century? 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing religious belief systems or as 
one form of marker for property / routes 

 . 

  

Sandstone Inscriptions 

 Sandstone Inscriptions. Survey No: 057 

     Survey No: 057 
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141 Sandstone Inscriptions. Survey No: 057 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Possibly of significance dependent on the age of the graffiti and 
the messages contained within. May relate either to the specific  
journeys of individuals (for multiple reasons) or to specific procla-
mations of a religious or other nature. The facts that so many 
messages exist in such a remote location is in itself fascinating. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

At least 8 differing messages or proclamations carved into the 
relatively soft face of a prominent block of sandstone. The scripts 
overlap each other and appear to be mostly from different 
phases / periods. Some script is shallow whilst others are very 
deeply cut. Script size varies in height between 5cm-12cm ap-
proximately. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Styles  of script 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Variable, some very clear and likely to be recently carved. Some 
underlying text (apparently smaller in size), quite feint and eroding 
out? 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily through wind and the general action of the elements on 
this soft stone (sandstone?). Further graffiti may obliterate earlier 
works but if the texts are all relatively modern then further 
‘additions’ will add further to what may be an interesting collection 
of contemporary social comments in an unusual location. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Ready access from main route running through the Langar Valley 
between Langar and  Kashch Goz. Numerous scattered rocks 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Mirza Murad 

Settlement / Area: Mirza Murad Pass 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South, south-east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Possible converted Vihara? 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown? 

Usage: (past/current). Place of religious worship / commemoration. Current use un-
known as structure not located / surviving? 

 . 

  

Karwan-balasi 

 Karwan-balasi. Survey No: 058 

     Survey No: 058 

(1894)                   (1970’s) 
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143 Karwan-balasi. Survey No: 058 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown?  

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Thought to have been a commemorative monument or with some 
similar religious function ( not necessarily containing a grave). 
Perhaps a converted vihara and it has been mooted that the 
structure was similar to those found throughout the Hunza Valley. 
If surviving, it would be significant in providing further examples of 
the rich  and varied cultural and religious heritage the Wakhan 
and Pamirs possess as a result of years of influx of different 
ethnic groups with differing belief systems. Stein (1901) states 
that it is believed to have been built by a merchant as a monu-
ment to his son whom died nearby. The name Karwan-balasi in 
Kyrgyz means the son or the child of a caravan man.  
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

In 1901 the monument was described by Stein as a well pre-
served small domed structure constructed of evenly coursed 
stones and set in a mud mortar. The monument had three 
 distinctive builds / layer and a corbelled dome. The structure was 
relatively small with an approximate diameter of 4m and a height 
of 5-6m. Pictured left are Stein’s photo  from 1901 and a photo of 
the same monument take in the 1970’s (?) by J. Grossart. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Corbelled dome of interest and the nature of the overall 3-layered 
structure.  

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The monument was not located on this project even though  
accurate grid references were used and a relatively large sur-
rounding area was searched (circ 1km). It is assumed therefore 
that this monument no longer exists and has been robbed out 
completely of its useful stone, or has simply collapsed over time. 
The last recorded visit was in 1970’s (?) and the monument was 
in a poor state of repair at that time. 
 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

If the monument has survived then there are still ongoing issue of  
erosion through natural processes and deliberate or accidental 
vandalism by tourists or locals passing by.  

References: Shahrani, M.N. (1979, 2002). Stein, A. (1921) 

Access: 
 
 

Just ass the Mirza Murad Pass on the route to Kashch Goz and 
Bozai Gumbaz. Not located in this trip so access difficult to  
Ascertain (possibly destroyed?) 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Mirza Murad 

Settlement / Area: Mirza Murad Pass 

AKF ID No: -  

Orientation: East facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th—20th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Single burial tomb? Now a temporary shelter?  

  

  

Mirza Murad Gumbaz 

 Mirza Murad Gumbaz. Survey No: 059 

     Survey No: 059 
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145 Mirza Murad Gumbaz. Survey No: 059 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown? Private? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A further example of a particular style of conical roofed gumbaz 
(also see on the way to and at Bozai Gumbaz) Used either as a 
single or double burial monument they are usually only con-
structed for ‘high status’ members of the local community, often 
located in prominent or elevated natural settings. The specific 
history of this particular structure and its exact usage are as yet 
unknown. Possibly now used as a temporary shelter? 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A stone and mud brick circular structure approximately 5.5m -6m 
in diameter and 4.5 in height. The lower structure to a height of 
1.10m built of mud bonded irregular rocks, very irregularly 
coursed. The roof is constructed entirely of mud brick in a conical 
form with a flattened top, brick size 16cm x 6cm. . The doorway is 
low (1.20m) with a roughly hewn timber lintel and the remains of a 
stone built ‘porch’. One ‘window’ survives to the west and the re-
mains of another to the west. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Internal  structure of roof and external flattened conical shape of 
the mud brick roof both of architectural interest. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

In poor condition compared to the example viewed on the way to 
Bozai Gumbaz (062).  Some of the mortar has failed and the 
stone ‘porch’ has collapsed. The most significant damage relates 
to the fragile mud brick roof that has collapsed loosing 30-4-% of 
its structure. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

From natural processes of erosion, once again wind in particular, 
at the end of the wide pass in the Langar Valley. The gumbaz is 
located immediately adjacent to the Langar-Kashch Goz track so 
may be prone to vandalism, unintentional or otherwise by visitors 
to the region and  / or locals unaware of its significance. Deliber-
ate damage to the monument was witnessed during the trip past. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Easily accessible as located on the north side of the primary track 
to Kashch Goz and Bozai Gumbaz further north east. Visible from 
a distance from the west 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ptukh 

Settlement / Area: Ptukh village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz  

Age / Date: (max./min.) 19th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Multiple burial tomb for ‘higher status’ individuals or  
family members. Partially in use, part collapsed (2 internal  
burials?) 

 . 

  

Ptukh Gumbaz 

 Ptukh Gumbaz. Survey No: 060 

     Survey No: 060 
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147 Ptukh Gumbaz. Survey No: 060 

Ownership: 
 

Private? Local community 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Representation of a further  variation in style and construction of 
burial monuments throughout the Wakhan.  This gumbaz takes 
the form of two small mud brick houses each containing a double 
earth burial that housing members of the local community of sig-
nificant social status. The location chosen to site the structures is 
also of note, occupying an elevated position above the village on 
one of the highest ridges of the foothills to the north 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A stone built double ‘house’ monument containing two double 
earth graves internally. The left hand (west) side of the structure 
although appearing separate, is accessed through the east space 
of the building. The walls are constructed using randomly coursed 
rocks of an average size 0.20 x 0.10 x 0.06m and bonded with a 
clay rich mud. The walls are rendered with the same material 
there is some evidence for the render having been ‘whitewashed’. 
The buildings are of a flat  roof construction in the traditional style, 
built of mud brick and timber. The ‘door’ is located in the east ele-
vation and two framed windows are set into the front of the 
 monument, with partial survival of timber frames. The overall  
dimension of the building was  12.0m x 6.0m with a maximum 
height of 2.80m. The right hand section had a ‘window’ to the 
south approximately 1.20 x 0.60m whilst the left hand structure 
had a similar sized window divided down the middle into two 
‘panes’, with two smaller 0.30 x 0.20m openings either side. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Detailed timber lattice work (although roughly cut) forming the 
window in the right hand of the two ‘house’ monuments. The lat-
tice work was arranged so as to form 3 rows of 8 small panes. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The fabric of the two gumbaz is in poor condition with rendering 
failing on the sides and rear to reveal the stonework structure. 
The roof has collapsed on the left hand example damaging the 
internal grave and part of the burial adjacent. The roof and gen-
eral fabric of the right hand example are also on the verge of  
collapse. 
 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion  are likely to be the main immediate 
threat to the condition and survival of the monuments in the short 
term. Lack of attention and upkeep also appear to be a major cur-
rent and future problem for this particular site, which stylistically is 
a good example of the ‘house’ form of burial monument. 

References: -  

Access: 
 
 

Relatively easy access as Gumbaz has commanding view over 
the village from foothills to the north. Approachable via a selection 
of steep tracks 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ptukh 

Settlement / Area: Ptukh village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North of village, south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs (multiple images) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities 

 . 

  

Ptukh Tal 

 Ptukh Tal. Survey No: 061 

     Survey No: 061 
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149 Ptukh Tal. Survey No: 061 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in their past use as either a route markers for hunting 
grounds or as an artistic representation of the more common  
animals present in the area that played a vital part of everyday life 
of Palaeolithic communities. The image left shows the Gumbaz 
061 and its surrounding earthen graveyard with its commanding 
views over the village. The petroglyphs appear on rock outcrops 
below, and further to the west, of this location in similar elevated 
spots above the Wakhan valley. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Multiple images of ibex (and Marco Polo sheep?) and figures 
engaged in hunting carved on the rock faces directly north of the 
village. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Petroglyphs not located on this visit so the current condition is 
unknown, but will depend on their level of exposure to the ele-
ments, rock type and proximity to the settlement and any regularly 
used tracks or paths. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. Potential for some damage in 
the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific research-
ers and the local population whom also may not be aware of the 
importance of preserving such historic features. Site is in theory 
close to the village? 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). Grazl, K. (1974). 

Access: 
 
 

Access via numerous paths to the north of the village.  
Petroglyphs located on multiple rock outcrops above Ptukh 
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150 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ptukh 

Settlement / Area: Ptukh 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: - 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Natural landscape 

Function / Sub-Type: Agricultural / Commercial Resource 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Prehistoric-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Landscape employed for crop cultivation and processing, grazing, 
water management and irrigation, construction 

 . 

  

Ptukh Traditional Landscapes 

 Ptukh Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 062 

     Survey No: 062 
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151 Ptukh Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 062 

Ownership: 
 

Private and public 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The nature and the pattern of the farmed landscape around Ptukh  
and throughout many of the villages in the Wakhan are not only 
an important visual characteristic of the region and its present 
culture, but also in an historical context. Although such patterns of 
land use and irrigation have probably only been in use since the 
18th (?) century they are none the less significant, the importance 
of the landscapes in which people carry out their daily lives often 
being ignored or forgotten. Such agricultural or socio-economic 
landscapes are just as much a part of the regions heritage as are 
historic religious or ritual landscapes and also represent a finite 
resource from which much can be learned, and as a result need 
to be protected where possible and appropriate. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A patchwork of irregular shaped small fields currently under 
plough for wheat and barley production. Cover most of the  
landscape in and around the villages of the Wakhan. Occasionally  
sub-rectangular / ovoid in shape with the field pattern often  
radiating out from specific dwellings. Interspersed by an  
innovative system of irrigation making the most of the elevation of 
the foothills and the source of mineral rich fresh water from the 
mountains, controlled and distributed by a series of small dykes 
and dams in between individual fields. The local Wakhi name for 
land under cultivation is keshkgah. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently in seasonal use and in good condition, at the time of 
visiting the region most of the crops were being harvested 
(September 2007). 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No major current threats exist in the immediate area. Long term 
concerns may include change in land ownership or management 
of the land which may effect its ultimate usage in terms of specific 
crop growth and consequently field pattern / irrigation systems. 
Increased development in the region as a result of tourist influx or 
increase in wealth may result in more land being given over to 
residential / commercial development (unlikely in the short term 
though). Long term climatic changes on run off levels from  
glaciers and mountain slopes feeding the irrigation system.  

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Most land easily accessible with appropriate permission / guide. 
Nature of the landscape patterns means they are often easier 
viewed from an elevated position 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ptukh 

Settlement / Area: Ptukh village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on building location. Predominantly south, south-west 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential (Industrial?) 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, agricultural processing 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Residential homes for local population built using traditional  
techniques and materials. Also used for processing of crops and 
for retaining livestock 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 063 

     Survey No: 063 
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153 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 063 

Ownership: 
 

Private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of traditional and wide spread buildings techniques in 
the Wakhan , specifically in the west. The construction uses  
locally available materials, employed in a suitable manner  
appropriate to the pervading environment conditions. It was not 
possible on this occasion to gain access to the property and view 
the internal arrangement of the communal areas. These often 
follow a very specific pattern both for practical and historical rea-
sons, as observed by Olufsen (1904) and Shahrani (1979, 2002). 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A large complex of courtyard, residential dwelling and outbuild-
ings all constructed of boulders and irregular shaped stoned 
bonded and rendered with mud (some elevations left un-
rendered). The number of residential / communal spaces could 
not be accurately defines but at least 6 outer buildings for cereal / 
livestock could be observed and at least two secluded inner  
Courtyards. All roofs flat and constructed with mud and timber 
cross beams. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

General size and form of the complex. Mud brick built ‘square ‘ 
entrance visible on the north side of the property. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The property as a whole appears to be in reasonable condition 
although roughly constructed and unrefined in the execution of 
simple local building techniques. Evidence for some partial col-
lapse of an outer wall on the northern side of the complex. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats apart from natural wear and tear and general 
problems associated with the need for general upkeep of the roof 
and the integrity of the render and the mud brick on a regular 
basis. 

References: Dupree, L. (1972). Shahrani, M. (2002). 

Access: 
 
 

Usually through invitation to individual homes or through prior 
arrangement with owners / village headman. External distant  
observation possible when appropriate 
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154 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Pygish 

Settlement / Area: Pygish village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Located at east and west end of villages 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: ‘Sacred’ natural site / mazar 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Religious site of worship and supplication. Used historically and 
still actively used by the community 

 . 

  

Pygish Natural Mazars (Pigish) 

 Pygish Natural Mazars. Survey No: 064 

     Survey No: 064 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
155 Pygish Natural Mazars. Survey No: 064 

Ownership: 
 

Public. Village community 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Two examples of Wakhi mazars using the natural environment as 
their focal points. Mazars such as this are used widely through 
out the Wakhan and the Pamirs and have their origins possibly in 
much earlier (Prehistoric?) belief systems. Sites are often reused 
over the centuries as places of worship, commemoration and 
community gathering points. The Pygish examples use two 
wooded areas situated in otherwise relatively barren landscape. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The mazars are represented by two small areas of copse (wood) 
located at the east and western extremes of the village. These 
appear to be ‘historic’ tress not unlike ancient woodland as often 
seen in parts of Europe. Although there is a relatively clearly  
defined ‘centre’ to these natural shrines, there was no current 
evidence of the ritual placing of ibex horns, cloth or small stones 
prevalent elsewhere. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Non apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

At the western mazar visited although the outer parts of the 
copse areas are used for general activities as well as worship 
there appeared to be no extensive damage to the sites in any 
shape or form. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Currently from natural processes of erosion on the tress.  
Potentially from neglect or interaction / interference form people 
outside of the community with a lack of understanding of the sites 
social and religious importance. Possible damage, deliberately or 
otherwise, to the trees themselves. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). 

Access: 
 
 

Access to both sites from the village. One ‘natural’ mazar (small 
copse) located at the entrance and exit to the village 
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156 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qala-e-Panja 

Settlement / Area: Qala-e-Panja valley 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs / Associated rock enclosure? 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic (15,000-10,000 BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing religious belief systems or as 
one form of marker for property / routes. Use of enclosure un-
known 

 . 

  

Dargah-e Qala-e-Panja 

 Darga-e Qala-e-Panja. Survey No: 065 

     Survey No: 065 
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157 Darga-e Qala-e-Panja. Survey No: 065 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Either a route marker in the valley from Khandud up to Koh-e-Shir 
or simply an artistic representation of one of  the more common 
activities in the area that formed an intrinsic and essential part of 
everyday life of Palaeolithic communities, in terms of both food 
provision and the collection of other usable by-products (skins, 
bone, fat etc).  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

An extensive number of granite boulders covered in petroglyphs 
that that depict hunting scenes (ibex and hunter). In the near  
vicinity there is also an enclosure ( perhaps of a contemporary 
date to the petroglyphs?) and scatters of pottery have been  
reported in the past. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The petroglyphic site is located some 5.5km south up the  
Khandud-Lunko Valley and on this project it was not possible to 
locate the petroglyphs and therefore give an accurate description, 
of their current condition. Of most significance would be the  
quality of the granite and the nature of the rocks patina. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally, although the 
location is remote and would only be passed by local herdsmen, 
serious mountain climbers or researchers specifically visiting the 
site. 

References: Agresti, H. (1970). 

Access: 
 
 

Located approximately 5.5km south of Qala-e-Panja up the main 
valley. Not located on this visit 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
158 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qala-e-Panja 

Settlement / Area: Qala-e-Panja 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South side of Panj River, south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown? 

Usage: (past/current). Previously guarding access along the south side of the Panj River 
east of the confluence between the Panj and Wakhan. Currently 
used by the local army / border guards for storage? purposes 

 . 

  

Hisar (Mud brick) 

 Hisar. Survey No: 066 

     Survey No: 066 
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159 Hisar. Survey No: 066 

Ownership: 
 

Local government, border security currently in residence. 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A substantial mud brick fort located on the south bank of the river 
Panj in a commanding position for controlling traffic along the ‘Silk 
Route’ and local tracks both east and west. Although in poor  
condition it represents a good example of a multi-turreted fort  
Architecturally, and significant in relation to the past military and 
political maneuvering in the Wakhan Corridor as a whole. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Entirely built of mud brick with external dimensions of 120m 
(approx) by 60m. Maximum wall heights to approximately 6.5m. 
Entrance ( timber but not closely inspected) on the southern  
elevation with four substantial turrets, (external to the defensive 
wall) measuring 7-8m in diameter. Numerous internal mud brick 
constructed buildings that were inaccessible on this trip. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Fine examples of large, tapered mud brick turrets (even in a state 
of collapse). 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Internal inspection was not possible during this visit as a result of 
the forts present occupation by the border security forces / army. 
Externally the mud brick is in a variable state with render failing 
on some parts of the walls and substantial episodes of collapse 
on several of the external turrets, specifically the north east and 
north west examples. Northern wall has been repaired on  
numerous occasions as evident by readily visible external  
phasing. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily from lack of appropriate upkeep in the short and long 
and the use to which the complex as a whole is ultimately put. It is 
not known whether the fort will remain in use by the military /  
police or will revert to local or private ownership at some stage 
soon. 

References: Wood, J. (1872), Olufsen, O. (1904). Curzon, G. (1898). 

Access: 
 
 

Visible on the north side of the road through the village, directly 
north of checkpoint. Currently in use by the army and access 
 prohibited. Observation from a distance only 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qala-e-Panja 

Settlement / Area: Qala-e-Panja 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South bank of Panj River, primary orientation east and south 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2816m                         2816m                        2816m 
37’00.466’                   37’00.470’                   37’00.470’ 
072’34.671’                 072’34.671’                 072’34.670’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort / military settlement 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Used as a defensive position guarding traffic on the Panj  
immediately to the north and via route running through the village 
1km to the south. Currently ruined, associated mazar in use (069) 

 . 

  

Hisar (Slate & Stone) 

 Hisar. Survey No: 067 

     Survey No: 067 
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161 Hisar. Survey No: 067 

Ownership: 
 

Public / local private landowners? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A significant ruined fortress attributed to the Siahpush Kafirs 
(Black-robed infidels), first described in any detail by Olufsen in 
1904.The structure represents one of a number of imposing  
defensive structures  sited along the course of the Panj and the  
Wakhan Rivers (on both sides), few of which are surviving. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Situated on a small rise adjacent to the Panj the site extends to 
approximately 150m x 60m and rises to a height of 20m?  
Construction was predominantly of irregular granite blocks  
rendered with mud to provide thick, defensive walls.  Few up-
standing  structures remain  but include part of a tower on the 
highest point of the site, several buildings on the south side and 
walls to the north and east. A protected water channel to the river 
also can be observed on the east side of the ruins. Internally it is 
now difficult to pick out any accurate layout of the former fortress. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 

Nature of the massive (1m wide) construction of a number of the 
outer walls and the protected water channel, designed to obtain 
water from the river without needing to leave the fortress. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

Predominantly a ruined site with a few surviving elements such as 
the main ’tower’ and its lower base and sections of the outer 
walls. Collapse is common and ongoing. The construction of a 
government building (?) at the west end of the site in the last 20 
years has also destroyed a large area of the fortress. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Continuing natural processes of erosion on a very exposed site in 
the river valley, robbing of stone by locals for building construction 
and evidence for looting at the site. Inappropriate conservation or 
renovation could also be a future problem for the site as may be 
any substantial increase in the number of visitors, if not managed 
properly. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). Curzon, G. (1898). 

Access: 
 
 

Located immediately on the south bank of the Panj River all round 
views. Easy access from the south across valley floor, partially 
though private land. Short climb up scree / rubble slope to the 
remains of upper enclosure 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qal-e-Panja 

Settlement / Area: Qala-e-Panja village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Multiple, primarily north 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  -  

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling, fixed 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-19th century 

Usage: (past/current). Historically and currently a private home 

 . 

  

Historic Buildings 

 Historic Buildings. Survey No: 068 

     Survey No: 068 
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163 Historic Buildings. Survey No: 068 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A good example of a well preserved 18th century? House in the 
village of slightly higher standard of construction with greater use 
of timber and architecturally more sophisticated. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Approximately 30m x 30m in terms of its overall size  and also 
built around a traditional courtyard form. Construction entirely of 
rendered mud brick with wall heights to 4.5m at first floor level. 
On the east and south sides a second floor also exists. Timber 
door and window frames and a traditional flat roof construction 
again of mud brick. Internal inspection of the communal rooms 
and the inner second courtyard was not possible. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Some fine detail on a number of the window frames in the first 
courtyard and on the door as seen in larger, more affluent historic 
buildings throughout the region. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Good condition generally, some cosmetic minor repair work re-
quired within the first courtyard on the render which is ageing. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No current or potential threats observed apart from the necessity 
of general maintenance of the property. The building is privately 
owned at the moment so in theory is being taken care of. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the right hand side (south) of the road near the en-
trance to the village coming from Ishkashim. Permission of owner 
required 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qala-e-Panja 

Settlement / Area: Qala-e-Panja village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South. South east  

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2810m                         2818m                        2821m 
37’00.484’                   37’00.480’                   37’00.480 
072’34.669’                 072’34.676’                 072’34.676’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar / shrine 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 19th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Local site of worship for Wakhi population with references to 
Neolithic ‘goat cult’ 

 . 

  

Wakhi Mazar 

 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 069 

     Survey No: 069 
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165 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 069 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. On private land? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A good example of a variation of a Wakhi mazar or shrine found  
in a natural setting (framing the mountains to the north and with a 
fine vista east down the river). The sites acts as both a focal point 
for Wakhi religious worship and commemoration potentially  
drawing on elements from much earlier forms (prehistoric or ani-
mistic / nature ),worship. An extensive ‘creation myth’ exists in 
terms of the explanation of the formation of the site. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A simple ‘T’-shaped stone structure approximately 1.80m high 
with a maximum size of 5.60 x 2.85m. Construction is of regularly 
coursed rubble and roughly squared rock mud bonded and 
rendered with a fine light grey, clay rich mud. The render may 
have been painted / ’whitewashed’ at some point. A collection of 
small pebbles, rocks and ibex horns have been arranged on the 
upper surface and orientated towards the mountain range to the 
north across the Panj ( Tajikistan). The artificial ridge on which 
the structure sits drops off steeply to the south east. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The stone and mud render platform on which the mazar is set is 
in a poor state of repair and has collapse almost completely on its 
north west side. Part of the ‘T’ shape structure has also collapsed 
on the east / south-east side. Considerable rebuilding is required 
to reinstate the original form of the shrine platform. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No current threats noticeable apart from ongoing process of  
collapse through exposure to the elements and poor or little up-
keep by the local community. Some evidence for looting in the 
vicinity. The shrine is on an exposed and visible site and may  
attract too much attention from future tourists and/ or locals. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). Sidky, M.H. (1990). 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the same bank as 067 on the south side of the Panj. 
Situated within the ruined inner walls of the stone constructed 
Hisar on its north east side 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qaz-e-Deh  

Settlement / Area: Qaz-e-Deh (Kazideh) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly south, several orientated eastward 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Single and multiple upstanding burial tombs for ‘higher status’ 
individuals from the village. Some in use, some in a state of  
disrepair 

 . 

  

Gumbaz 

 Gumbaz. Survey No: 070 

     Survey No: 070 
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167 Gumbaz. Survey No: 070 

Ownership: 
 

Private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Representation of a variation / development (?) in burial  
monuments throughout the region. This is a good example of a 
well constructed low, roofless gumbaz employed as a single or 
double burial tomb, probably for ‘high status’ villagers from 
 Qaz-e-Deh. The gumbaz is situated in a group of 3 orientated 
south with a further 5 located further east into the village. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A mud brick structure approximately 5m square with a height of 
1.6m . The top of the walls are decorated (see below). Entrance 
opening to the south but with no door of any form. Internally there 
was one earth grave with the traditional pebble / rock surround. 
Evidence for graffiti (probably 19th or 20th century) on the south 
side of the east elevation. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Mud brick ‘triangular’ decoration on top of the surrounding wall of 
the gumbaz, added to the wall in the last phases of constriction or 
at a later date. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The fabric of the gumbaz is in good condition and appears to be 
well kept and regularly repaired when appropriate. . This is  
generally not the case for the vast majority of graves generally or 
other ‘high status’ gumbaz throughout the Wakhan, this being an 
exception to the rule. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion  are likely to be the main immediate 
threat to the condition and survival of the monuments in the short 
term. Lack of attention and upkeep and formal protection would 
also be a major potential contributing factor to future degradation 
of this and similar structures. 

  

Access: 
 
 

Numerous examples at both ends of the village on the left hand 
side of the main track running east-west. Groups of 3-4. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qaz-e-Deh 

Settlement / Area: Qaz-e-Deh (Kazideh) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South bank of Panj, north facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2758m                         2754m                        2751m 
36’39.678’                   36’39.678’                   36’39.679’ 
071’43.335’                 071’43.334’                 071’43.334’ 

Main Form Type: Defensive / Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Fort (fortified settlement) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 16th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Defensive fort overlooking the Panj valley and River in all 
Directions. Last occupied in the 19th century? Currently ruined 

 . 

  

Kar Kar (Ka Ka) 

 Kar Kar. Survey No: 071 

     Survey No: 071 
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169 Kar Kar. Survey No: 071 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Local government? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An imposing fort previously unrecorded in detail and one of few of 
this form still surviving in the Wakhan and Pamirs. Although the 
history of the fort is unclear it is believed to have been  
constructed by a local Shah in the Pre-Islamic period for his 
daughter to use as a safe haven during turbulent times, in a very 
defendable position. The Shah (unpopular in the region for past 
misdemeanors), residing in a similar fort across the Panj in what 
is today Tajikistan. This type of construction using slate is also not 
common and the partial survival of Qaz-e-Deh fort is of great 
value to architects as well as historians. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A substantial slate constructed fort located on the lower foothills 
to the west and south of Qaz-e-Deh with clear views up and down 
the Panj River valley. External size measures 35m x 37m with 
external walls surviving to a maximum height of 5.5m. Four  
circular turrets survive in each corner (6m x 5m) as do the inner 
ramparts and in the region of 20+ internal rooms / spaces of  
unknown usage. Several small windows exist (0.20m x 0.25m) on 
the south elevation and only one (1.2m wide) entrance exists on 
the south elevation. The whole structure is built entirely of evenly 
coursed slate slabs retrieved from the immediate surroundings 
and expertly employed. Slate slabs measure 0.30mx 0.15m x 
0.05m as an average. All dry bonded. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Design of the ‘circular’ guard post (?) within the fort and stepped 
defensive nature of the entrance on the north side. The skill em-
ployed in using the massive slate blocks to form smooth circular 
towers at the corners of the fort. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

In a semi-ruinous state and subject to ongoing collapse. Although 
the  form of the fort is still easily visible much of the internal  
layout is unclear despite some walls standing to a height of 
1.2m+. The east and south side in particular have partially  
Collapsed. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing erosion from natural processes in an exposed position 
high above the south bank of the Panj. Current evidence for 
illegal excavation inside the fort. Potentially future damage from 
increase in local or international visitors / researchers, the slate 
construction being relatively fragile as a dry bonded structure. 

References: - 

Access: 
 
 

Located at the top of the first rise at the base of the mountains to 
the south of Qaz-e-Deh, at the western approach to village. Hard 
climb over extensive slate outcrops to reach the fort 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qaz-e-Deh 

Settlement / Area: Qaz-e-Deh (Kazideh) village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2607m                         2622m                        2620m 
36’40.237’                   36’40.238’                   36’40.234’ 
071’45.997’                 071’45.996’                 071’45.993’ 

Main Form Type: Commercial (formerly religious) 

Function / Sub-Type: Guest House 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-19th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Former mosque fallen into a poor state of repair. Recently  
renovated by AKF and now serves as a guest house for ‘tourists’ 

 . 

  

Mosque 

 Mosque. Survey No: 072 

     Survey No: 072 
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171 Mosque. Survey No: 072 

Ownership: 
 

Local government / community supported by AKF 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example of a former mosque in the village of Qaz-e-Deh that 
has been extensively damaged in the past and recently partially 
rebuilt. Although currently used as a guest house the renovation 
has been largely sympathetic where possible and has retained or 
reused as many architectural elements as possible. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The overall structure measures approximately 8m x 16m with a 
raised veranda on the north and east sides, raised approximately 
0.60m off of the ground on a stone built plinth. The main building 
is of a flat roofed mud construction and is concrete built with 4 
internal rooms. A total of 10 posts support the roof overhang on 
the veranda, 6 of these having survived from the former mosque 
and 4 being new replicas.  

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Detailed carving on the surviving external timber posts at their 
base and top. Timber from the mosque now reused as a wall 
plate on the north elevation has a number of finely drawn  
symmetrical patterns (in what appears to be ink or dye?) etched 
into it. Meaning and history of these symbols is currently  
unknown. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

As a result of extensive renovation works within the last year 
(90% of the main building was rebuilt) the former mosque 
is currently in a good state of repairs and is well managed by the 
local community. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 

Natural processes pf erosion and day to day wear / usage. No 
real threats currently or foreseeable as the building and grounds 
are well kept and managed. 

  

Access: 
 
 

Centre of village  on the left hand side of the main ‘road’ 50m 
down a small track that also leads to the AKF campsite 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Qaz-e-Deh 

Settlement / Area: Qaz-e-Deh (Kazideh) village 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Possibly towards mountains to the north, north east 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2616m                         2614m                         614m 
36’40.229’                   36’40.233’                   36’40.233’ 
071’46.005’                 071’46.017’                 071’46.019’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar / Sacred ‘natural’ shrine 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Local Wakhi community site of worship possibly reusing an earlier 
Prehistoric (?) site. 

 . 

  

Natural Wakhi Mazar 

 Natural Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 073 

     Survey No: 073 
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173 Natural Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 073 

Ownership: 
 

Public, local Wakhi community 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A fine example of a Wakhi mazar or shrine set in a natural setting 
(framing the mountains to the north across the Panj?), located 
20m to the east of the former mosque (now an AKF guest house). 
The massive boulder acts as both a focal point for Wakhi religious 
worship and commemoration potentially drawing on elements 
from much earlier forms (prehistoric or animistic / 
natural )worship. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A massive boulder (3.5m x 1.5m x 1.6m) located in the grounds of 
the former mosque in Qaz-e-Deh, elongated in shape and orien-
tated east-west. The flat upper surface has been covered with 
small pebbles and other stones, scraps of coloured cloth, several 
pieces of veined quartz stood upright (as often seen on the corner 
of gumbaz) and at least 4 pairs of ibex horn. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

A mazar well maintained by the local community and appears to 
be regularly attended to. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No current threats noticeable. Potential minor threats to the  
integrity of the shrine due to its location in what has now become 
the grounds of a ‘tourist’ guest house and the close proximity to 
the camp site grounds, (inquisitive tourists or visitors tampering 
with the shrine, in particular the ibex horns). 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). 

Access: 
 
 

Located in the same plot of land as the former mosque at 073. 
Approximately 20m to the east, access via the guest house 
grounds 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
174 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Aksu 

Sub-valley: Mulk ‘Ali 

Settlement / Area: Mulk ‘Ali 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: - 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities 
and hunting 

 . 

  

Mulk ‘Ali 

 Mulk ‘Ali. Survey No: 074 

     Survey No: 074 
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175 Mulk ‘Ali. Survey No: 074 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown? Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route marker in the valley 
from Chaqmaqtin through to Kotal-e-Tegermansu Pass, or simply 
as an artistic representation of one of  the more common (or 
 revered?) animals present in the area that formed an intrinsic 
part of everyday life of Palaeolithic communities, in terms of both 
food and other usable by-products.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A granite boulder of unknown size with petroglyphs of ibex. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

On this particular project it was not possible to visit the site in 
person and hence provide an accurate account of the current 
condition of the petroglyphs. The site is locate some 4-5 days 
walk from the settlement at Sarhad-e-Broghil. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally. Current and 
potential threats from passers by on trekking routes or local 
herdsmen  / travelers unaware of the cultural significance of such 
sites, and the likely  fragility of the outer surface of such sturdy 
looking boulders. The site is relatively remote and to some degree 
protected by default as a result. 

References: Ball, W. & Gardin, J. (1982). 

Access: 
 
 

Located at the north east end of the Little Pamir approximately 
6km north east of Chaqmaqtin Kul where the track from Langar / 
Bozai Gumbaz crosses a small tributary on the north bank of the 
Aksu 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area Sang-e-Navishta 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing predominantly 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3641m                         3635m                        3636m 
37’01.026’                   37’01.026’                   37’01.026’ 
073’35.863’                 073’35.862’                 073’35.863’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic ?(15-10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities. No 
known current use aside from occasional tourist attraction 

 . 

  

Sang-e-Navishta (Ab-e-Badjins) 

 Sang-e-Navishta. Survey No: 075 

     Survey No: 075 
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177 Sang-e-Navishta. Survey No: 075 

Ownership: Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route marker in the valley  
between Sang-e-Navishta and Borak, or also as an artistic repre-
sentation of the animals present in the area that played an 
 essential part of everyday life in Palaeolithic communities, 
providing both food and other essential by-products for survival. 
The ibex images may also be important in terms of a specific 
‘animalistic’ belief system that is still in part used in elements of 
worship and religious practice in the Wakhan and the Pamirs  
today. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A large granite boulder (1.5m x 1.5x 1m approx.) south of the ma-
jor petroglyphic site at Sang-e-Navishta further north. Multiple 
representations of ibex and a few human figures in a variety of 
sizes on all visible faces of the boulder. Multiple layers of 
 drawings indicating its use over an extensive period of time (by 
different communities). Representations mostly in ‘stick’ form al-
though some ibex are represented as having ‘solid’ bodies. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Density and number of the images / layers represented on the 
boulder is of specific interest. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The ibex images are slightly faded and some have suffered some 
damage as a result of both lichen growth and with the patina of 
the rock flaking off. The fact that the images have been  
superimposed over each other over the course of many years has 
left some quite clear whilst others are barely visible. Observation 
greatly dependent on the nature and direction of the daylight. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally. Current and 
potential threats from interested passers by on trekking routes 
(this is a main route south in the Little Pamir), or local herdsmen  / 
travelers unaware of the cultural significance of such sites, and of 
the fragility of the outer surface of such sturdy looking boulders, 
(accidental or deliberate vandalism). 

References: - 

Access: 
 
 

Located at the lower reaches of the Ab-e-Badjins Valley after 
passing through Sang-e-Navishta (the settlement). Situated on 
the right hand side of the mountain path, easily visible. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area: Sang-e-Navishta 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly south sides, not exclusively 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
4077m                         4085m                        4085m 
37’04.840’                   37’04.841’                   37’04.841’ 
073’38.063’                 073’38.062’                 073’38.062’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs / Inscriptions 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic  - 19th/20th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities. No 
known current use aside from occasional tourist attraction 

 . 

  

Sang-e-Navishta (Multiple Petroglyphs) 

 Sang-e-Navishta. Survey No: 076 

     Survey No: 076 
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179 Sang-e-Navishta. Survey No: 076 

Ownership: Public?  

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

One of the most important archaeological sites in the Little Pamir 
and the Wakhan as whole. The inscriptions and petroglyphs are 
significant in terms of their numbers, location and their  
interpretation as either commemorative monuments from the 
recent or more distant past. The petroglyphs if studied as part of a 
large data set can provide insights into Palaeolithic culture,  
hunting practices and perhaps even belief systems. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

An extensive site covering approximately 0.5sq. Kilometers 
located down valley from the Kyrgyz settlement at Barnaz. 
Multiple inscriptions and petroglyphs present on 20+ granite  
boulders of varying sizes (0.40m x 0.60m—1.5m x 0.50m). A total 
of 14 of the boulders were examined. The inscriptions range from 
single line examples to those with 15+ lines that appear to have 
been used over a period of time. The petroglyphs also show  
either single or multiple ibex images in a number of styles (stick 
figure and solid), with the occasional figurative representation. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

The extent of the site in terms of the number of petroglyphs and  
inscriptions present in a relatively small geographical area and 
the variety of figures and styles present. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Both inscriptions and petroglyphs vary in condition with some 
having survived well remaining relatively bright and clear, whilst 
others have faded dependent on their relative age and the degree 
of overlapping of images. General problems associated with 
 lichen growth on the boulders and also the flaking off of the  
patina on a number of examples, partially or wholly destroying the  
images. Human damage appears to be absent despite the  
proximity of the seasonal Sang-e-Navishta settlement. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Ongoing processes of natural erosion through exposure to the 
immediate environment and the elements generally. Current and 
potential threats from seasonal visitors. Future major threats may 
relate to the increase in number of people visiting the site solely 
as a result renewed tourism to the region. Inappropriate manage-
ment of such an important archaeological site might also be a 
future issue. 

  

Access: 
 
 

Located approximately halfway down the Ab-e-Badjins Valley be-
tween the settlement at Barnaz and Borak (on the Wakhan). Easy 
access to multiple rock outcrops and erratics on the path south 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area: Sang-e-Navishta 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: East bank of north-south river 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3984m                         3986m                        3987m 
37’03.300’                   37’03.300’                   37’03.299’ 
073’36.761’                 073’36.757’                 073’36.755’ 

Main Form Type: ? 

Function / Sub-Type: ? 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Unknown? 

Usage: (past/current). Route marker / focal point? 

 . 

  

Slate Cairn 

 Slate Cairn. Survey No: 077 

     Survey No: 077 
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181 Slate Cairn. Survey No: 077 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown?  

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Exact nature and purpose unknown but appears to act as a  
geographical route / landscape marker on the east side of the 
valley (several other similar such markers were also observed in 
the distance). Possibility that it is also used to mark out other  
distinctive features in the landscape. Age unknown. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A ‘cairn’ built entirely from large slabs of dark slate (average size 
0.30 x 0.10 x 0.04m) erected to a height of 2.00m with  
dimensions of 0.40 x 0.45m ,with four irregular shaped lumps of 
orange veined quartz set on the uppermost surface. All the  slate 
had been carefully selected or roughly broken to fit and are was 
evenly coursed as best possible. The whole structure rests on a 
 prominent pile of slate  / granite situated on the high east side of 
the Ab-e-Badjins valley leading down to Borak, commanding far 
reaching views up and down the valley. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Appeared in good condition with no signs of collapse or other 
damage. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural process of erosion on the slate and the exposed nature of 
the location (would strong winds down the valley topple the  
structure?). Intervention by locals or visitors unaware of the 
importance of such sites in the landscapes as a whole, ie; either 
deliberate or accidental vandalism. 

References: - 

Access: 
 
 

Located between Wakhi settlement at Sang-e-Navishta and 
 Borak on the Wakhan River. Right hand side of the mountain 
path if heading south, visible from 0.5km and easily accessible 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Ab-e-Badjins 

Settlement / Area: Sang-e-Navishta 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North, north-east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
4084m                        4085m                        4086m 
37’03.301’                   37’03.302’                   37’03.301’ 
073’36.761’                 073’36.757’                 073’36.755’ 

Main Form Type: Residential 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (permanent and seasonal?) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Wakhi settlement seasonally used for goat / yak herding and as-
sociated processing of skins / milk etc. 

 . 

  

Wakhi Settlement 

 Wakhi Settlement. Survey No: 078 

     Survey No: 078 
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183 Wakhi Settlement. Survey No: 078 

Ownership: Private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The yurt is the traditional moveable home of most of the Kyrgyz 
and some of the Wakhi community in the Pamirs, used seasonally 
at varying altitudes depending on weather conditions and live-
stock grazing considerations. This settlement was being used by 
a group of Wakhi goat herders at the time of our visit. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The settlement comprised three yurts and a number of stone built 
corals/seasonal dwellings. The yurts were of traditional 
construction with a lattice framework lower section and  
overlapping roof struts with a smoke hole, approximately 4-5m in 
diameter (smaller than examples at Kashch Goz). The outer  
coverings were made of heavy brown felt and cloth overlapping at 
roof level. The doors were constructed of heavy felt with a light 
wicker framework behind to give a degree of stability. Internally 
these examples were simply furnished with several carpets on the 
floor and minimal covering of the walls, unlike the ostentatious 
nature of those at Kashch Goz. Although the yurts appeared to be 
hastily constructed, on closer inspection seemed to be sturdy. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Constructional details of interest, as with the others yurts visited 
in the Little Pamir, include the lattice work of the lower structure 
and the overall design of the roof. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Yurts in good condition with the felt and other covering materials 
well attended too. No real signs of adverse wear and tear. The 
settlement site as a whole appeared well ordered with the fixed 
stone dwellings also in a (relatively) good state of repair. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The locations of the settlements are primarily dictated by  
seasonal movements and the requirements of the particular group 
and their specific needs. Threats to the movement and location of 
such temporary settlements are probably slim, but might relate in 
the long term to the excessive intrusion of tourists or issues 
 relating to general land rights and access, a common problem 
throughout the country. Physically the yurts themselves are prone 
to wear and tear through use and movement, but solely as a  
result of the level of care taken by the individual owner and the 
severity of the prevalent climatic conditions. 

  

Access: 
 
 

Located in the Ab-e-Badjins Valley heading south from the  
temporary settlement at Barnaz (south of the Unween-e-Sar 
Pass). Site of Sang-e-Navishta multiple petroglyphs. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North-south aligned. South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3344m                         3340m                        3342m 
37’00.551’                   37’00.549’                   37’00.549’ 
073’26.356’                 073’26.356’                 073’26.356’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Burial mounds / graves 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-20th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Communal historical burial grounds showing the different forms of 
grave mound used in the past and currently. Many abandoned 

 . 

  

Broghil Cemetery (Sarhad-e-Broghil, Sarhad-e-Wakhan) 

 Broghil Cemetery. Survey No: 079 

     Survey No: 079 
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185  Broghil Cemetery. Survey No: 079 

Ownership: Private individuals and local community 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The gumbaz and cemeteries throughout the Wakhan are  
Significant not only in terms of expressing current belief systems 
and the nature of social status within the community , but also as 
often including elements of past or other religions. They are also 
an expression of the significance, to the people of the Wakhan 
and the Pamirs, of the natural environment and their interaction 
with it, specifically the mountains and specific places of natural 
beauty. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

In Sarhad-e-Broghil at least 3 major cemeteries exist and a 
 number of gumbaz both with the cemeteries and also in isolated 
positions. This example sits above the village on its northern side 
on a small rise before the foothills proper start. Comprises in the 
region of 40+ single and double earth graves, oval in shape small  
up righted stone surrounds and occasional stones laid on the up-
per surfaces in addition to more spectacular gumbaz as shown in 
the image. This example exhibiting a white plastered mud brick 
skin with a timber door and the local slate triangular decoration on 
top of the external walls. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

All the graves are orientate north south as is the solitary gumbaz. 
External decoration and plastering of the gumbaz also of interest. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

Very variable with some earthen graves recently attended to and 
many other only just visible, having eroded away over time or 
gradually having been covered by colluvium from the upper 
slopes. The gumbaz appeared to be suffering from a degree of 
neglect too in terms of general maintenance of its fabric. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion  are likely to be the main immediate 
threat to the condition and survival of the monuments in the short 
term. Lack of attention and upkeep and issues of formal protec-
tion would also be a major potential contributing factor to future 
degradation of the cemetery and historic gumbaz, on the basis of 
such areas being easily defined as ‘modern’  and historic. 

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). 

Access: 
 
 

Three main sites and several individual gumbaz all located on the 
foot hills of the mountains immediately north of the settlement. 
Reasonably easy access via worn paths / herdsman's routes. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3346m                         3343m                        3342m    
37’00.718’                   37’00.717’                   37’00.717’ 
073’25.914’                 073’25.914’                 073.25.914’ 

Main Form Type: Residential / Defensive 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (former Kafir Kala / Kala-e-Mataq) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Reputed to be former (small) fortified dwelling with some evi-
dence to the north west. Currently working farmhouse 

 . 

  

Fortified Khana (Kafir Kala, Kale-e-Mataq) 

 Fortified Khana. Survey No: 080 

     Survey No: 080 
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187 Fortified Khana. Survey No: 080 

Ownership: Privately owned 

Image File \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Whilst the residential dwelling is fascinating in terms of its  
traditional construction and layout (Shahrani, 2002), it is the ruins 
bordering the north and north west sides of the property that are  
In theory significant. Local historians state that this property was 
once a semi-fortified ‘kala’ (kala-e-Mataq) during the pre-Islamic 
period (reign of Mir Jafar Shah) in the 17th  / 18th century, used 
by one of the local ‘headmen’. Although it was not possible on this 
visit to obtain any reliable information to back these claims up, the 
site and the property are none the less interesting. The complex 
of residential buildings and ruined ‘kala’ are also situated some 
50m south of the extensive petroglyph site on the outcrops above 
Broghil village. 
 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Situated on a level area at the base of the foothills raised above 
Broghil  to the north. The ruin consists of a selection of collapsed 
walls, undeterminable internal structures and the outer shell of a 
‘tower’ slightly tapering towards the top. The total area covered by 
eh structure would have been in the region of 40m  x 45m. All the 
structures are of a massive boulder and rock construction as is 
prevalent throughout the immediate area. Although irregular in 
shape they are evenly coursed, bonded with mud and rendered 
with the same clay rich material. The tapering ‘tower’ measures 
6.20m sq. (approx.) at its base with a maximum height of 5.50m. 
 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

The massive construction of the tower element on the north west 
corner of the complex is of interest, even though little survives, 
particularly internally. 
 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst the more recent residential element of the complex is in 
good condition the west and north east sections said to represent 
part of the historic ‘kala’ are in a semi-ruinous state. The northern 
walls have completely collapsed whilst the tower only exists exter-
nally on three sides with all the internal spaces having gone. Part 
of the ‘kala’ probably survives in the west elevation of the used 
property. 
 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

The ‘kala’ element of the complex is likely to collapse within the 
next few years if not attended to, the surviving material being  
reused in new building works. The structure could also be 
incorporated into the existing domestic dwelling also with 
associated problems, however this would be preferable to it  
collapsing completely. 

References: -  

Access: 
 
 

North side of Sarhad-e-Broghil before rise to foothills beyond and 
Petroglyphs as described in 086.Situated on small plateau on 
which gumbaz 082 also sits immediately to the west 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghill 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North east (towards mountains?) unusual orientation 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3333m                         3335m                        3337m 
37’00.713’                   37’00.712’                   37’00.712’ 
073’25.859’                 073’25.860’                 073’25.860’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-20th century 

Usage: (past/current). Upstanding mud brick burial tomb for ‘high status’ individuals or 
family groups. Example appears to be used / tended still. 

 . 

  

Gumbaz 

 Gumbaz. Survey No: 081 

     Survey No: 081 
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189 Gumbaz. Survey No: 081 

Ownership: Private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Representation of a variation in the gumbaz monuments  
throughout the Wakhan. This is a good example of a well  
constructed low, roofless gumbaz with a double internal earth 
grave, probably for senior members of  the Broghil community or 
from the immediate region. The location of these types of monu-
ments are as important as their construction in terms of an ex-
pression of specific belief systems that quite often in the Wakhan 
reflect back to include elements pre-Islamic times and religions. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The gumbaz is situated in a small cemetery of plain earth graves 
and is orientated north east towards the mountain range north of 
Broghil and the newly discovered petroglyphs there. The gumbaz 
is 6m x 5m with a maximum height of 1.60m with four raised 
‘pillars’ in each corner, capped with quartz blocks. The entrance is 
open and the building is completely constructed from mud bonded 
irregularly coursed rocks, rendered again with the pale brown 
mud. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Interesting architectural details include the triangular decoration 
on the top of the walls of the gumbaz that have been constructed 
using 2 small slate slabs resting against one another. In other 
examples of gumbaz throughout the region this decoration is  
usually built from mud added to the top of the wall  and this is an 
interesting local variation. Surviving corner posts in mud are also 
fairly rare and these examples have been capped with pieces of 
quartz (as seen on some mazars and the slate ‘cairns’). 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Relatively good condition with no major collapse or damage. The 
timber lintel supporting a very thin layer of mud ‘pieces’ is on the 
verge of giving way. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 

Primarily though natural processes such as wind erosion and 
general long term degradation of the mud brick structure if not 
regularly repaired. This is a relatively remote site used regularly 
by the local community, and as a result should remain protected.  

References: Olufsen, O. (1904). 

Access: 
 
 

North side of the centre of Broghil village on top of small plateau, 
immediately west of 081 fortified khana 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing towards Wakhan River 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3304m                        3303m                         3302m  
37’00.066’                   37’00.067’                   37’00.068’ 
073’26.914’                 073’26.914’                 073’00.014’ 

Main Form Type: Religious 

Function / Sub-Type: Mazar / Sacred natural site 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 16th-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Local Wakhi community shrine / place of worship and  
contemplation situated with views south to Hindu Kush range 

 . 

  

Wakhi Mazar 

 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 082 

     Survey No: 082 



Wakhan & Pamir Heritage Inventory, Afghanistan - 2007                                     

 

 

 

  
191 Wakhi Mazar. Survey No: 082 

Ownership: 
 

Public? Local Broghil community 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

A prime example of a Wakhi mazar that uses a prominent natural 
site as its location. Mazars such as this are used widely through 
out the Wakhan and the Pamirs and have their origins possibly in 
much earlier (Prehistoric?) belief systems, sites often being     
reused over the centuries as places of worship, commemoration 
and community gathering points. This example exhibits all the 
prime  features of a mazar using a specific natural location as a 
focal point, in this case the view south across the Wakhan flood 
plane to Kansir and beyond. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A rectangular structure 4.5m x 3.5m and 0.50m high constructed 
of 5 layers of unevenly coursed dry bonded rocks. The entrance 
is 1m wide and set in the south elevation. At the centre point of 
the structure is a large collection of rocks, pebbles and ibex / 
Marco Polo sheep horns piled to a height of 1.5m interspersed 
with flag poles carrying a number of brightly coloured cloths. 
A small number of low earth graves surround the mazar. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

Extensive number of horns used in the construction of the centre 
point of the mazar. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

Generally well kept and in use, paths kept clear and condition of 
the surrounding wall, although roughly constructed, is reasonable. 
Coloured cloth flying looking a little worn and the earth graveyard 
outside of the mazar structure was slightly overgrown. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 

Currently from natural processes of erosion. Potentially from  
neglect or interaction / interference form people outside of the 
community with a lack of understanding of the sites social and  
religious importance. Issues of upkeep and general maintenance. 

References: Aitpaeva, G. (2007). Sidky, M.H. (1990). 

Access: 
 
 

Located at the east end of the village  south of the track that leads 
to Daliz Pass, north of the drop down to the flood plane of the 
Wakhan River 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil / Tshehel-Kand 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: n/a 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Cultural Festival (intangible heritage) 

Function / Sub-Type: Display of examples of traditional (regional) music and sports 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 2007 (1st festival) 

Usage: (past/current). To promote and encourage appropriate cultural and heritage 
tourism in the Wakhan and the Pamirs. Stimulate local business 

 . 

  

Pamir Festival of Traditional Music & Sport 

 Pamir Festival. Survey No: 083 

     Survey No: 083 
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193 Pamir Festival. Survey No: 083 

Ownership: 
 

Instigated by Aga Khan Foundation (Tourism) and local 
communities. Indirectly funded by N.M.F.F. 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

September 2007 saw the first Pamir Festival take place between 
Tshehel Kand and Sarhad. The festival specifically looks to 
celebrate a number of the positive traditional cultural  
characteristics of the region (see below) through the participation 
of both locals and hopefully in the future national and international 
tourists. Similar such events as in Ulan Batur have also proved 
very successful It looks to help try and kick start tourism again to 
the region after 30 years or so of absence whilst also bringing the  
Communities of the Wakhan closer together, and also providing 
another opportunity for local commercial enterprise on a small 
scale. Attended in 2007 by approximately 500 people. 

Event Description: 
 
 
 

In 2007 the festival included the exhibition of a number of  
traditional local and regional sports including Buzkashi ( image to 
the left) and Polo, traditional music, song and dance (from the 
Wakhan and parts of the Tajik Pamir) in addition to a number of 
plays and ceremonies of local origin, some satires on modern 
politics and some folk stories. Local produce and ‘craftwork’ were 
nominally represented but ideally would be further use if the  
festival runs in subsequent years. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

n/a 

Condition Description: n/a 

Current & Future Issues: 
 
 

Primarily concerned with whether the festival will run in future 
years, what form this might take and whom will support it  
financially. Whether the festival, will attract enough interest baring 
in mind its location both within Afghanistan and regionally in terms 
of access and outside perceptions of security (although the area 
is comparatively safe and easy to move within).  

References: Elisseeff, V. (2000). Mock, J. (2005). 

Access: 
 
 

Held on fields between villages of Tshehel Kand and Sarhad-e-
Broghil, above flood plane of Wakhan River 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghill 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South, south-east facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3342m                         3344m                        3339m 
37’00.738’                   37’00.737’                   37’00.737’ 
073’25.902’                 073’25.902’                 073’25.902’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyph (single boulder) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities such as hunting  

 . 

  

Petroglyphs 

 Petroglyphs. Survey No. 084 

     Survey No: 084 
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195 Petroglyphs. Survey No. 084 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in its past use as either a route marker along the foot-
hills above Sarhad, or marking potential hunting grounds for past  
communities in the region. Alternatively it may be seen as an  
artistic representation of the more common animals present in the 
area that formed an essential part of everyday life of  
Palaeolithic communities. Located only 100m south west of the 
extensive number of examples located further above Broghil.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 

A single outcrop ( probably an erratic) of granite with two faded 
images of ibex right facing with stylized horns. Boulder  
approximately 1m x 0.80m x 0.15m. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

None apparent 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 

The two images are very faded (there were possibly more  
originally), but still visible in the right light. The rock surface is 
badly eroded on all sides except this one (south side). 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Lichen 
growth and patina detachment are current and ongoing issues. 
The boulder is in a secluded position on the north side of the  
village and would not be subject to vast numbers of visitors or 
passers by. 

  

Access: 
 
 

North side of the centre of Broghil village on top of small plateau, 
single boulder located between fortified khana 081 and gumbaz 
082 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Sarhad-e-Broghill 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3376m                         3375m                        3374m  
37’00.732’                   37’00.733’                   37’00.734’ 
073’26.242’                 073’26.242’                 073’26.243’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs (multiple, 20+) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic? (C. 10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities. Previously unrecorded / mentioned? 

 . 

  

Petroglyphs 

 Petroglyphs. Survey No: 085 

     Survey No: 085 
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197 Petroglyphs. Survey No: 085 

Ownership: Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant as either a route markers along the foothills above 
Sarhad, marking potential hunting grounds for past  communities 
in the region. Alternatively it may be seen as an artistic  
representation commemorating the animals present and social 
activities in the area that formed an essential part of everyday life 
of Palaeolithic communities, Ibex providing both food and other  
usable by-products such as skins, bone and fat . 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

In the region of 20+ examples of petroglyphs on an area of out-
cropping slate a kilometer to the north from the centre of Broghil. 
Numerous images of single and multiple groups of ibex, several 
figures and a couple of indistinguishable forms.  One hunting 
scene is of note as being a fascinating representation of  
prehistoric hunting life (see image left). The images are stylized to 
varying degrees and probably carved over long periods.  

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 

Carving effectively on slate can be problematic and considerable 
skill is apparent in some of the petroglyphs. The images have to 
be chiseled away in small notches to create them. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Relatively good with little sign of outside disturbance. At the time 
writing it is believed that this is the first time the petroglyphs have 
been observed in any detail. As alluded to above carving images 
on slate is difficult and most of the images are only lightly cut into 
the surface. Observation of the petroglyphs also greatly depends 
on the time of day and the type of light. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Slate is 
difficult to carve on and easy to break having a very loose shear 
plane. The site is extensive but fairly inaccessible unless you are 
specifically looking for it, which may afford it some degree of pro-
tection. However it does begin just above an irrigation channel 
used by the farmers some 100m further down at the base of the 
foothills. 

References:  -  

Access: 
 
 

Located on multiple outcropping slate on foothills directly to the 
north of Broghil. Accessed by following irrigation channel above 
fortified khana 081 north and then proceeding up scree slope 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan, Panj, Pamir, Aksu 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil (whole of Wakhan and Pamirs) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly running east—west 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: ‘Cultural’ road 

Function / Sub-Type: Linear tracks and roads making up international ‘trade’ route 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 329BC—1400AD (Historic Use) 

Usage: (past/current). Historically a trade, in part, route between Eastern and Western 
societies. Currently still used by herdsmen (eg; Kyrgyz) and as a 
tourism pull 

 . 

  

‘Silk Route’ Intercultural Road of Dialogue 

 Silk Route. Survey No: 086 

     Survey No: 086 
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199  Silk Route. Survey No: 086 

Access: 
 
 

Easily accessible throughout the Wakhan Corridor which forms 
much of the main route in the area. Less so through the Pamirs 
either following route of the Wakhan and Aksu east or the Pamir 
north east 

Ownership: Public 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The ‘Silk Route’. (or seidenstrassen, a term first coined in 1877by 
the noted German geographer Ferdinand von Richtofen) acted as 
a trade and cultural link between predominantly china and the 
West for some 1600 years before finally collapsing with the break 
up of the Mongol Empire in the late 14th century, that for many  
years had kept the routes open. The use of the Silk Route over 
the centuries facilitated and sustained the interaction between 
vastly different peoples and continents, and today provide a leg-
acy of history and geography of what has been termed 
‘intercultural dialogue’. This rich tangible and intangible heritage is 
significant in not providing opportunities for cultural tourism 
throughout the Wakhan and the Pamirs but also in stimulating 
and enriching interaction between neighbouring countries and 
north eastern Afghanistan. The promotion of such dialogue can 
only be positive in increasing regional and international  
awareness of the shared and differing cultural heritage along the 
route,  and through effective cooperation contribute both to long 
term and sustainable human and economic development. 

Physical  
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Numerous ‘Silk Routes’ existed across Central Asia connecting 
Europe and the Mediterranean with the Asian continent in  
particular historic Chang’an (modern Xi’an) in China. Routes 
extended over 8000km both on land and sea. As the route  
extends west from northern China it splits into a north and south 
route to avoid the Tibetan Plateau, the northern route further 
splits into 3 and one of these routes passes through the Pamirs 
from Yarkand onto Merv via Bactria. The current road from  
Ishkashim east to Abgerch / Ghoz Khon sits on this main route 
whilst the track from Ghoz Khon onto Sarhad-e-Broghil and into 
the Little Pamir represents another alternative lesser used route 
to western China. The route through the Wakhan and the Pamirs 
is characterized by a mixture of rough track, partly levelled road, 
river crossings, rickety bridges and mountain tracks and passes 
only negotiable with care either on foot or by horse and yak. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

As has been observed throughout this preliminary study of the 
historic environment of this section of the ‘Silk Route’, conditions 
on buildings, monuments, paths and tracks vary considerably 
along its length. This depends on a many varied number of  
environmental and man-mad factors. Although it is important that 
the condition of specific areas, sites and monuments are  
monitored and looked after, it is essential to bare in mind these 
are part of the greater landscape that form part of the historical 
and culturally significant path through the region. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 

-  

References: Elisseeff, V. (2000). Hamilton, L. (2004). 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement/ Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: n/a 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Natural Landscape 

Function / Sub-Type: Agricultural, Commercial and Cultural Resource 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Prehistoric-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Landscape employed for crop cultivation and processing, grazing, 
water management and irrigation, construction 

 . 

  

Traditional Landscapes 

 Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 087 

     Survey No: 087 
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201 Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 087 

Ownership: 
 

Public and private 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The nature and the pattern of the managed landscape in Sarhad  
and throughout many of the villages in the Wakhan is not only  an 
important visual characteristic of the region and the culture, but 
also historically so. Although such patterns of land use and irriga-
tion have probably only been in use since the 18th century they 
are none the less significant, the cultural importance of the land-
scapes in which people carry out their daily lives often being ig-
nored or forgotten. A very significant part of the agricultural and 
social history of the Wakhan. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A patchwork of irregular shaped small fields currently under 
plough for wheat and barley production. Cover most of the  
landscape in and around the villages of the Wakhan. Occasionally  
sub-rectangular / ovoid in shape with the field pattern often  
radiating out from specific dwellings. Interspersed by an  
innovative system of irrigation making the most of the elevation of 
the foothills and the source of fresh water from the mountains, 
controlled and distributed by a series of small dykes and dams in 
between individual fields. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently in seasonal use and in good condition, at the time of 
visiting the region most of the crops were being harvested, al-
though some were still under plough / out of rotation (September 
2007). 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No major current threats exist in the immediate area. Long term 
concerns may include change in land ownership or management 
of the land which may effect its ultimate usage in terms of specific 
crop growth and consequently field pattern / irrigation systems. 
Increased development in the region as a result of tourist influx or 
increase in wealth may result in more land being given over to 
residential / commercial development (unlikely in the short term 
though). Long term climatic changes may effect type of crops that 
can be grown and hence land use patterns, or the degree of snow 
and glacial melt running into the valleys (potential mineral loss 
and / or flooding). 

References: Dupree, L. (1973). 

Access: 
 
 

Most land easily accessible with appropriate permission / guide. 
Nature of the landscape patterns means they are often easier 
viewed from an elevated position 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Broghil 

Settlement / Area: Sarhad-e-Broghil 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on location of building 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential (Agricultural?) 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (fixed) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century (perhaps older?) 

Usage: (past/current). Private residences mostly built employing local materials and  
using traditional techniques. Also used for crop processing /  
livestock management 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 088 

     Survey No: 088 
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203 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 088 

Ownership: Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example in Sarhad-e-Broghil of traditional and wide spread 
buildings techniques in the Wakhan specifically in the west. The 
construction uses locally available materials, employed in a suit-
able manner appropriate to the pervading environment conditions. 
It was not possible on this occasion to gain access to the property 
and view the internal arrangement of the communal areas. These 
often follow a very specific pattern both for practical and historical 
reasons, as observed by Shahrani (2002). 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

An extensive complex of multiple homes (?) and courtyards or-
ganically expanding as the families needs require. Construction of 
9+ social spaces and 3 courtyards. All single storey constructed 
of  locally obtained rounded pebbles and boulders (0.60m x 
0.20m-0.12m x 0.05m), unevenly (but not randomly) coursed and 
partially bonded with mud. Rendering of the outer walls was spo-
radic and many phases of rebuild and alteration of walls, windows 
and doorways could be observed. Window frames and doors of 
roughly cut timber and flat roof mud and timber lattice  
construction. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

The flexibility of the local materials in quickly altering or building 
structures as required. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

The property as a whole appears to be in reasonable condition 
although roughly constructed and unrefined in the execution of 
simple local building techniques. Evidence for some partial 
 collapse of walls on the north and west sides (livestock coral  
areas). 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats apart from natural wear and tear and general 
problems associated with the need for general upkeep of the roof 
and the integrity of the render and the mud brick on a regular 
basis. The property is in use by an extended family group whom 
appeared to attend well to the structural integrity of their home. 

References: Dupree, L. (1973). 

Access: 
 
 

Through invitation or prior arrangement with owners / village 
headman. Many characteristics of the form and technique used in 
local traditional building can also be observed externally or from a 
distance 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Pank 

Sub-valley: Shkhaur 

Settlement / Area: Shkhaur (Shkhawr) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious/ Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic? (15-10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, as 
route markers or simply artistic expressions of social activities. 

 . 

  

Laksh  

 Laksh. Survey No.089 

     Survey No. 089 
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205 Laksh. Survey No.089 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in its past use as either a route markers or pointing to 
nearby potential hunting grounds for past  communities in the re-
gion. Alternatively it may be seen as an artistic representation of 
the more common animals present in the area that formed an 
essential part of everyday life of  Palaeolithic communities. Lo-
cated only 100m south west of the extensive number of examples 
located further above Broghil.  

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A number of small granite boulders depicting ibex and associated 
hunting scenes.  
 
Note:The images displayed left are not from Laksh but display 
the same images in the same style from a different site (above 
Yuzuk). These are similar images to those taken by S. Valentini 
(see below) and are included to give an idea of the petroglyphic 
style. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

None apparent. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

The site was not visited on this occasion so an accurate assess-
ment of its condition is not possible. Issues relating to the  
condition of the petroglyphs, assuming the site has survived in-
tact, are likely to be similar to many of the other examples of 
petroglyphs visited and observed throughout the region. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Lichen 
growth and patina detachment are current and ongoing issues. 
Possible deliberate or accidental damage by trekkers or climbers 
(towards Lanuta-e-Barfi?) or researchers and local herdsmen. 

References: Agresti, H. and Valentini, S. (1970). 

Access: 
 
 

Located south up the lower reaches of the Shkhaur Valley directly 
south of the Panj River and Shkhaur village, rising to the peak of 
Koh-e-Nadir shah (6814m). Not able to locate on this visit 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Sust-e-Bala 

Settlement / Area: Sust-e-Bala 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: North facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Late Palaeolithic? (15-10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities such as hunting  

 . 

  

Sust-e-Bala 

 Sust-e-Bala. Survey No: 090 

     Survey No. 090 
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207 Sust-e-Bala. Survey No: 090 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant as either a route markers along the foothills above the 
village, marking potential hunting grounds for past  communities 
in the region. Alternatively it may be seen as an artistic  
representation commemorating the animals present and social 
activities in the area that formed an essential part of everyday life 
of Palaeolithic communities, Ibex providing both food and other  
usable by-products such as skins, bone and fat . 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A number of petroglyphs carved on six boulders on the outskirts 
of the village. The images include that of single and multiple ibex, 
hunting scenes and the depiction of a hand, all in a very simplistic 
style. Site not located on this visit and the image on the opposite 
page shows the immediate valley and surrounding area of Sust-e-
Bala. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Unknown. Good condition in 1975 when surveyed by Grazl et al. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Lichen 
growth and patina detachment are current and ongoing issues. 
The boulder is in a secluded position on the north side of the  
village and would not be subject to vast numbers of visitors or 
passers by. 

References: Gratzl et al. (1975) 

Access: 
 
 

Located on the south side of the Wakhan River approximately 
15km east of Qala-e-Panja. Petroglyphs present on 6 boulders on 
the outskirts of the village. Not located on this trip 

Above:  Three of the images from the Sust-e-Bala petroglyphs as recorded in 1975 by Grazl  et al. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Aksu 

Sub-valley: Tergen Gorum 

Settlement / Area: Tergen Gorum 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: - 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Epi-Palaeolithic (circa 10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities such as hunting  

 . 

  

Rahman Gul 

 Rahman Gul. Survey No: 091 

     Survey No: 091 
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209 Rahman Gul. Survey No: 091 

Ownership: 
 

Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Important as either a route markers along the Aksu Valley  
marking potential hunting grounds or trade routes for past  
 communities in the region. Alternatively it may be seen as an 
artistic representation commemorating specific animals present 
and social activities in the area that formed an essential part of 
everyday life of  Palaeolithic communities. Ibex provided both 
food and other usable by-products such as skins, bone and fat as 
well as playing a part in elements of certain belief systems . 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A number of granite boulders depicting multiple scenes of ibex, 
hunting dogs and human figures. 
 
Note:  The images left are not from the site at Rahman Gul but 
from a site of similar age with similar images and are intended 
only to give an impression of the nature of the site. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the location of this site (some 5-6 days trek from Sarhad-e
-Broghil) the site was not visited on this particular occasion. It is 
likely though that the petroglyphs suffer from the same issues 
relating to their survival as do other sites throughout the Wakhan 
and the Pamirs. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Lichen 
growth and patina detachment are current and ongoing issues at 
most petroglyph sites. The remote location of the site at Rahman 
Gul may protect it from accidental or deliberate human damage, 
the only individuals likely to make the tip to this location being 
researchers specifically visiting the site for study (?). 

References: Dor, R. (1976) 

Access: 
 
 

Located at the far east of the Little Pamir close to the Chinese 
border. Three boulders situated in a small valley forming a well 
developed tributary that runs into the Aksu River. The site is also 
parallel to the Tergen Gorum-Jar Turuck track 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Tshehel Kand 

Settlement / Area: Tshehel Kand 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
3332m                         3334m                        3335m 
37’00.685’                   37’00.685’                   37’00.685 
073’24.803’                 073’ 24.802’                073’24.802’ 

Main Form Type: Religious  

Function / Sub-Type: Gumbaz 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 17th-20th century? 

Usage: (past/current). Upstanding burial tombs for ‘higher status’ individuals from the 
village. Partially in a state of disrepair but some still in use /  
attended ? 

 . 

  

Gumbaz 

 Gumbaz. Survey No:092 

     Survey No.092 
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211 Gumbaz. Survey No:092 

Ownership: Private. Local community 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Representation of a variation in the gumbaz monuments  
throughout the Wakhan. These are good examples of a well  
constructed low, roofless gumbaz , probably significant members 
from the community in Tshehel Kand. The location of these types 
of monuments are as important as their construction in terms of 
an expression of specific belief systems that often reflect back to 
include elements from pre-Islamic times and religions. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

The gumbaz (3 in total) are situated in a small cemetery of plain 
earth graves and is orientated south towards the Wakhan. They 
measured approximately 6m x 5.5m with a maximum height of 
1.80m with raised corners, capped with quartz blocks. Entrances 
were south and east facing but only one with a timber door in 
place. Construction of unevenly coursed irregular rocks of varying 
sizes bonded with mud and then rendered with a similar clay rich 
mud. Smaller graves covered with chalk and rocks (below). 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Interesting architectural details include the triangular decoration 
on the top of the walls of the gumbaz that have been constructed 
using 2 small slate slabs resting against one another on one of 
the examples. On the other two ( to the north) the triangular  
upper decoration is built of mud and incorporated into the top of 
the wall structure. The most southerly of the three also appears to 
have had a wide ‘window’ in its southern elevation 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Variable between the gumbaz from a relatively good state of re-
pair for two of the structures whilst the third has lost most of its 
southern elevation. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Primarily though natural processes such as wind erosion and 
general long term degradation of the mud brick structure if not 
regularly repaired. This is a relatively remote site used regularly 
by the local community, and as a result should remain protected.  
 

  

Access: 
 
 

Located on a ridge directly to the north of Tshehel Kand village, at 
its east end. Accessible via several worn paths to separate  
gumbaz and surrounding cemetery 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Tshehel Kand 

Settlement / Area: Tshehel Kand 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: South facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 
-                                  -                                   - 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs / Inscriptions 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (10,000 BC), Inscriptions from 14th century onwards? 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities 

 . 

  

Tshehel Kand Petroglyphs 

 Tshehel Kand Petroglyphs. Survey No. 093 

     Survey No: 093 
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213 Tshehel Kand Petroglyphs. Survey No. 093 

Ownership: 
 

Unknown. Public? 

Image File: 
 

\\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Significant in it past use as either a route markers for the plateau 
area above the village and marking out potential hunting 
grounds? Also possibly just artistic representations of the impor-
tant animals in Palaeolithic society both as a food source and 
playing a role in certain elements of Prehistoric belief systems. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 

Number of petroglyphs and inscriptions (Persian) located on  
granite boulders north of the village. Varying images of ibex and 
hunting scenes. Some of the inscriptions mention dates of 1324. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Site not located on this visit so an accurate description of current 
condition cannot be given. Likely to be similar to other  
petroglyphic sites visited throughout the region. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

General long term wear and tear through the natural process of 
erosion in an exposed environment. Potential for some damage in 
the long term through attention from ‘tourists’, scientific research-
ers and the local population whom also may not be aware of the 
importance of preserving such historic features. The site is 
relatively remote so is protected to some extent from heavy use. 

References: Grazl, K. et al  (1974). 

Access: 
 
 

Located to the north of the village on the rock outcrops of the foot-
hills further to the east of gumbaz 093 

Above & Right: A selection of the images depicted on the boulders to 
The north of Tshehel Kand (Chehel Kand) as drawn by Grazl and the 
Austrian team during the ‘Exporation Pamir’  1975 survey. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Wakhan 

Sub-valley: Tshehel Kand 

Settlement / Area: Tshehel Kand 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on building location 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Residential (Agricultural?) 

Function / Sub-Type: Dwelling (fixed) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) 18th-20th century (perhaps older?) 

Usage: (past/current). Private residences mostly built employing local materials and  
using traditional techniques. Also used for crop processing / live-
stock management 

 . 

  

Vernacular Architecture 

 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 094 

     Survey No: 094 
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215 Vernacular Architecture. Survey No: 094 

Access: 
 
 

Through invitation or prior arrangement with owners / village 
headman. Many characteristics of the form and technique used in 
local traditional building can also be observed externally or from a 
distance 

Ownership: 
 

Private ownership 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

An example from Tshehel Kand of traditional and wide spread 
buildings techniques in the Wakhan. The construction uses locally 
available materials, employed in a suitable manner appropriate to 
the pervading environment conditions. Partial access was allowed 
to a new extension to the property, the layout of the internal 
space following a specific pattern both for practical  
and historical reasons (see Olufsen, 1904 and Shahrani, 2002). 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Large residential complex of stone construction, unevenly 
coursed to a maximum height of 3.-5.5m, bonded with mud and  
rendered with a similar material (with less stone inclusions). The 
number of internal spaces was not identified (possibly 7) but at 
least 2 inner courtyards were observed. Two of the higher  
sections of the building specifically employed to dry fodder. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Inspection of the ‘new’ extension to the north west is being carried 
out using local materials and employing traditional techniques. 
This was most notable in the communal area with its distinctive 
‘three bay’ form and the build of the roof overhead incorporating a 
light / smoke hole. This section of the roof had been built using 5 
layers positioned above one another and at right angles. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 

The property as a whole appears to be in reasonable condition 
although roughly constructed. Rendering on the lower levels of 
the walls (on those that it had been used) was failing though and 
some of the outer walls of livestock corals required attention. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No obvious threats apart from natural wear and tear and general 
problems associated with the need for general upkeep of the roof 
and the integrity of the render and the mud brick on a regular 
basis. The property is in use by an extended family group. 
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Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Yuzuk (Khandud) 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Predominantly south facing 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
2998m                         2996m                        2997m 
36’57.211’                   36’57.210’                   36’57.210’ 
072’20.202’                 072’20.199’                 072’20.199’ 

Main Form Type: Religious / Commemorative 

Function / Sub-Type: Petroglyphs (single & multiple) 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Palaeolithic (c.10,000BC) 

Usage: (past/current). Used as focal points for expressing prehistoric belief systems, 
possibly as route markers or simply artistic expressions of social 
activities such as hunting  

 . 

  

Yuzuk Petroglyphs 

 Yuzuk Petroglyphs. Survey No: 095 

     Survey No: 095 
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217 Yuzuk Petroglyphs. Survey No: 095 

Ownership: Unknown. Public? 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

Most likely to be significant in terms of a route marker along the 
foothills above Yuzuk, marking potential hunting grounds and 
paths to them. Alternatively it may be seen as an  artistic  
representation commemorating the animals present and social 
activities in the area that formed an essential part of everyday life 
of Palaeolithic communities, Ibex providing both food and other  
usable by-products such as skins, bone and fat . 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

Multiple boulders situated on the ridge above Yuzuk running east-
west adjacent to many of the feint tracks used by the local herds-
men moving up and down the boulders. Ibex in single and  
multiple groups with the occasional human figure. This particular 
example( image to the left) depicted 40+ ibex of differing shapes, 
forms and orientations from different phases. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 
 
 
 

Number of images and the degree of overlap of the petroglyphs 
indicating long term usage of this site / track. Some of the largest 
examples seen in the Wakhan with the exception of an example 
at Issik Tal. 

Condition Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Relatively good with little sign of outside disturbance., however a 
number of the images are very faded and the overlapping of im-
ages makes many difficult to discern. Observation of the 
petroglyphs also greatly depends on the time of day and the type 
of light.  

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

Natural processes of erosion on a relatively exposed site. Lichen 
growth and patina flaking removing the shallow carved  
Images. The site is relatively remote unless you are specifically 
looking for it, which may afford it some degree of protection.  

References: -  

Access: 
 
 

Numerous petroglyphs located on ridge above Yuzuk running 
east-west. Lowest of the foothills rising to mountains beyond. Nu-
merous examples on both sides of herdsman's paths. 
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218 

Province:  Badakhshan 14 

District: Wakhan 1419 

Valley: Panj 

Sub-valley: Khandud 

Settlement / Area: Yuzuk 

AKF ID No: - 

Orientation: Dependent on location of building, no specific pattern recognized 

GIS Reference: 
 
(Elevation)                                                                                                                               
(Northing) 
(Easting) 

Reading 1                  Reading 2                  Reading 3  
 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 
-                                  -                                  - 

Main Form Type: Natural Landscape 

Function / Sub-Type: Agricultural, Commercial and Cultural Resource 

Age / Date: (max./min.) Prehistoric-21st century 

Usage: (past/current). Landscape employed for crop cultivation and processing, grazing, 
water management and irrigation, construction 

 . 

  

Yuzuk Traditional Landscapes 

 Yuzuk Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 096 

     Survey No: 096 
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219 Yuzuk Traditional Landscapes. Survey No: 096 

Access: 
 
 

Most land easily accessible with appropriate permission / guide. 
Nature of the landscape patterns means they are often easier 
viewed from an elevated position 

Ownership: Public and private 

Image File: \\Aktckbl1\shared\AKTC Reports\AKTC projects\Wakhan HI 2007 

Historical/Social/   
Religious Significance: 
 
 
 

The nature and the pattern of the agricultural landscape in Yuzuk  
and throughout many of the villages in the Wakhan is not only an 
important visual characteristic of the region and the culture, but 
also historically so. Although such patterns of land use and  
irrigation have only been in use since the 18th? century they are 
none the less significant. The cultural importance of the 
landscapes in which people carry out their daily lives often being 
forgotten. These field and irrigation systems represent a very sig-
nificant part of the agricultural and social history of the Wakhan. 

Physical / Architectural 
Description: 
 
 
 
 

A patchwork of irregular shaped small fields currently under 
plough for wheat and barley production. Cover most of the  
landscape in and around the villages of the Wakhan. Occasionally  
sub-rectangular / ovoid in shape with the field pattern often  
radiating out from specific dwellings. Interspersed by an  
innovative system of irrigation making the most of the elevation of 
the foothills and the source of fresh water from the mountains, 
controlled and distributed by a series of small dykes and dams in 
between individual fields. The field systems around Yuzuk are a 
prime example of these patterns and processes. 

Specific Architectural  
Details: 

n/a 

Condition Description: 
 
 

Currently in seasonal use and in good condition, at the time of 
visiting the region most of the crops were being harvested,  
although some were still under plough / out of rotation. 

Current & Potential  
Threats: 
 
 
 

No major current threats exist in the immediate area. Long term 
concerns may include change in land ownership or management 
of the land which may effect its ultimate usage in terms of specific 
crop growth and consequently field pattern / irrigation systems. 
Increased development in the region as a result of tourist influx or 
increase in wealth may result in more land being given over to 
residential / commercial development. Long term climatic 
changes may effect type of crops that can be grown and hence 
land use patterns. 





Map 1. 
North-East Afghanistan. 
 
The map indicates the extent 
of the project area (shaded), 
located in the Wakhan District 
of Badakhshan Province in the 
north-east of Afghanistan. 
Research was undertaken  
between the villages of  
Ishkashim moving east to-
wards Sarhad-e-Broghil and on 
into the Little Pamir at the far 
eastern end of the Wakhan. 
 
(Map edited from the Wakhan & the 
Afghan Pamir  tourist brochure, 2006). 

 



 Little Pamir 
 Great Pamir 



Map 3. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
General locations of the sites identified in the 
Wakhan and the western area of the Little  
Pamir. 
 
(with permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 2004). 
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Map 4. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
General location of the sites identified in the 
central and eastern areas of the Little Pamir. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser The Pamir Archive, 2004). 
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Map 5. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
Specific location of sites and monuments 
recorded in the inventory. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 
2004) 
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Survey No. & Site: 
 
(1)    Bala Hisar, Ishkashim. 
(2)    Cave Dwellings, Ishkashim 
(3)    Darwand Waterfall 
(4)    Ishkashim Gumbaz 
(5)    Prehistoric ‘Goat Cult’ 
(6)    Siahpush Kafirs Fort 
(7)    Silk Route Customs Post 
(8)    Vernacular Architecture 
(9)    Zahir Shah Hunting Lodge 
(25)  Ftur Cemetery 
(30)  Kashkandyow Deserted Settlement 
(70)  Qaz-e-deh Gumbaz 
(71)  Kar Kar, Qaz-e-deh 
(72)  Former Mosque, Qaz-e-deh 
(73)  Natural Mazar, Qaz-e-deh 
(89)  Laksh Petroglyphs, Shkhawr 
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Map 6. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
Specific location of sites and monuments 
recorded in the inventory. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 
2004) 

Survey No. & Site: 
 
(26)  Hisar Cemetery, Goz Khon   (44)  Vernacular Architecture, Khandud 
(27)  Mazar, Goz Khon    (45)  Wakhi Shrine, Khandud 
(28)  Siahpush Hisar, Goz Khon   (64)  Natural Mazar, Pygish 
(35)  Bad-e-Asya, Khandud   (65)  Dargah Petroglyphs, Qala-e-Panja 
(36)  Bad-e-Asya, (stone platform), Khandud (66)  Hisar (mud brick), Qala-e-Panja 
(37)  Cave Dwellings, Khandud   (67)  Hisar (slate and stone), Qala-e-Panja 
(38)  Gumbaz & Cemetery, Khandud  (68)  Historic Houses, Qala-e-Panja 
(39)  Ismaili Mosque, Khandud   (69)  Wakhi Mazar, Qala-e-Panjar 
(40)  Petroglyphs, Khandud (new)  (90)  Petroglyphs, Sust-e-Bala 
(41)  Rus Malik Tomb, Khandud   (95)  Petroglyphs, Yuzuk 
(42)  Small tomb, Khandud   (96)  Historic Landscapes, Yuzuk 
(43)  Tupkhana, Yuzuk-Khandud 
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Map 7. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
Specific location of sites and monuments 
recorded in the inventory. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 
2004) 

Survey No. & Site: 
 
(12)  Sacred Site, Baba Tangi   (82)  Natural Mazar, Sarhad 
(13) Vernacular Architecture, Baba Tangi (83)  Pamir Music Festival, Sarhad 
(16)  Borak Gumbaz, Borak   (84)  Petroglyphs (1), Sarhad 
(24)  Petroglyphs, Daliz Pass   (85)  Petroglyphs (2), Sarhad 
(29)  Issik Tal, Issik    (86)  ‘Silk Route’, Sarhad 
(34)  Kar Kar, Kansir    (87)  Traditional Landscapes, Sarhad 
(60)  Gumbaz, Ptukh Tal        (88)  Vernacular Architecture, Sarhad 
(61)  Ptukh Tal, Ptukh    (92)  Gumbaz, Tshehel Kand   
(62)  Traditional Landscapes, Ptukh   (93)  Petroglyphs, Tshehel Kand 
(63)  Vernacular Architecture, Ptukh  (94)  Vernacular Architecture, Tshehel Kand 
(79)  Cemeteries, Sarhad     
(80)  Fortified Khana, Sarhad 
(81)  Gumbaz, Sarhad    
 

12 13 

29 

61 

63 

62 

34 

92 
93 

94 

79- 
88 

24 16 

60 



Map 8. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
Specific location of sites and monuments 
recorded in the inventory. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 
2004) 

Survey No. & Site: 
 
(10)  Aqbelis Petroglyphs, Aqbelis Pass  (49)  Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings 
(11)  Wakhi Settlement, Aqbelis Pass     (50)  Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings 
(14)  Kyrgyz Settlement, Barnaz   (51)  Kyrgyz Seasonal Buildings 
(15)  Kyrgyz Winter Settlement, Barnaz  (52)  Petroglyphs / Cultivation 
(17)  Kyrgyz Building, Borak   (53)  Langar Valley Mud Brick Building 
(18)  Kyrgyz Building, Borak   (54)  Langar Petroglyphs 1 
(19)  Kyrgyz Building, Borak   (55)  Langar Petroglyphs 2 
(20)  Wild Yak Petroglyphs, Borak  (56)  Langar Petroglyphs 3 
(21)  Inscriptions, Borak    (57)  Sandstone Inscriptions 
(22)  Petroglyphs / Sacred Site, Borak  (58)  Karwan Balasai, Mirza Murad 
(23)  Bozai Gumbaz    (59)  Mirza Murad Gumbaz 
(31)  Kashch Goz Gumbaz   (75)  Ab-e-Badjins Petroglyph 
(32)  Kashch Goz Kyrgyz Settlement  (76)  Sang-e-Navishta Petroglyphs 
(33)  Kashch Goz Petroglyphs   (77)  Sang-e-Navishta Slate ‘Cairn’ 
(46)  Zingi Bar, Langarkish   (78)  Wakhi Settlement, Sang-e-Navishta 
(47)  Kyrgyz Mazar, Langar Valley    
(48)  Kyrgyz Cemetery     
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Map 9. 
Wakhan Heritage Inventory-2007 
 
Specific location of sites and monuments 
recorded in the inventory. 
 
(With permission of M. Hauser, The Pamir Archive, 
2004) 

Survey No. & Site: 
 
(74)  Mulk’Ali, Kul-e-Chaqmaqtin 
(91)  Rahmen Gul, Tergen Gorum  
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