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ABSTRACT 

 

The Chishti Memorial: The Castes and Customs of Lahore  

 

  الهور كى ذاتین اور ان كى رسومات:یادگار چشتى

 

The book Yadgar-i Cishti: Lahaur ki Zaten Aur un ki Rasumat The Chishti Memorial: The 

Castes and Customs of Lahore), by Nur Ahmad Cishti , was published in 1859 and reprinted 

by Book Home, Lahore in 2004 with the addition of a preface, carrying the author’s biography. 

 

The purpose of the book was to make the foreign rulers of India aware of the customs of the 

land; another purpose was to record the castes and customs of the author’s time. He does not 

make a distinction between the castes and the occupations, which were based on the class 

division of the society. He seems to have been conscious of this fact because in many places 

after mentioning the caste [in reality the occupation] he mentions many sub-castes too. He lists 

a number of castes such as those of the landlords, religious scholars, traders, barbers, farmers, 

singers, entertainers and prostitutes, launderers, sweepers, etc.  

 



The main customs discussed are related to the rites of passage, and some religious events. On 

these occasions the people were able to demonstrate their wealth and importance. The more 

affluent a person, the lengthier and more ritualistic was the ceremony.  

 

The book shows how most of the rites and ceremonies were linked more to the culture of the 

land and the extant superstitions rather than the religion. The author tries not to give any 

opinion on the customs, but at times his dislike for some female superstitions is evident.  

 

The book is valuable as it not only informs us about the customs and practices that existed more 

than 150 years ago in Lahore, but also reveals the changes in the traditions since then.  
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