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ABSTRACT 

 

Essays on the History of Urban Transport in Istanbul and Ankara 

 

İstanbul ve Ankara İçin Kent İçi Ulaşım Tarihi Yazıları 

 

The book is published as part of the ‘Collected Works of İlhan Tekeli’ series and brings 

together İlhan Tekeli’s writings on urban transport. In the introduction, the author emphasises 

that city planners need to pay particular attention to transport.  

 

The essays included in the first section focus on the local transport in Istanbul. According to 

Tekeli, the formation of a city and the organisation of local transport services are mutually 

interdependent. The author traces the historical development of urban transport in the city 

from the 1800’s to 1985. Until the second half of the nineteenth century, the inhabitants of 

Istanbul travelled on foot or by boat within the city. Later on, steamboats and trams were 

brought into use. This section describes the historical framework out of which arose the legal 

processes governing the establishment of steamboat and tram companies. According to 

Tekeli’s findings, as few as six trams were carrying an average of 17,000 passengers per day 

in 1873.  

 

Railways also played a major part in urban transport. At the end of this section, we are 

presented with a table which lists various vehicles such as steamboat, tram, tube, train, bus 



and shared taxi (dolmuş), and an analysis of the changes in their daily use and the number of 

journeys conducted through a given time period.  

 

The author also looks at the decision-making process behind the construction of a bridge over 

the Bosphorus. He presents the economic choices and developments consequent on the 

construction of the bridge and its supporting road networks, and analyses the importance of 

the bridge in relation to metropolitan planning. According to Tekeli, the bridge project did 

not serve to create an overall increase in production; however, it helped to increase 

consumption opportunities for an already prosperous minority. 

 

In the second part of the book, the author turns his attention to Ankara. He provides historical 

information on urban transport in the city, from the 1930’s to 1985, presents the discussions 

on the construction of a metro system between 1970 and 1985, and offers his own views on 

the possible effects of the project on the city. He specifically emphasises that Ankara bears 

the qualities of a city that can have a metro. He also highlights the fact that it is possible to 

use national companies for the construction.  

 

The third and final section looks at the uses of ‘Shared Taxi’ (dolmuş). This includes essays 

on the definition, presence and role of shared taxis in urban transport.  

 

The book serves as a source of reference for urban transport in Istanbul and Ankara. It 

explores the historical development of means of transport in the two cities, as well as offering 

some solutions and discussing some crucial transport issues within a wider framework.  
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