
SURVEY AND COMPARISON OF PLANS IN 
THE, URBAN PLAN OF TARANTO AND IN THE 

TERRITORY OF THE UPPER JONIO 

The orientation of the lotting out plant and of the 
rural building estates that are related to it and 
bear down on it, involves a twofold course of 
plans in the territory of the upper Jonio and 
more especially in the hinterland of Mar Piccolo. 
To the North-South direction refers the way of 
subdividing the ground generalised to the whole 
national territory and therefore "unifying of 
Italian peninsularity". Another direction cohabi
ting with the previous one and often comple
mentary to it, sets up by spinning the axis of 
use in direction North-East. The last one recurs 
in mostly of the scans we have analysed in the 
territory South of Bari and considering which 
such scans we have put forward the hypothesis 
of a weave that is orthogonally woven to the 
coast line1. 
Such a course of use of the territory is of parti
cular effectiveness when in tracing the ruts of 
water drainage which are generally set out on a 
maximum slope considering the sea-brink, it 
unifies two coast areas, the Adriatic one and the 
one which lies on the Mar Jonio. 
The structures of the territorial environment of 
Taranto just close to the coast place on which 
the historic settlement goes up, are deeply per
vaded by the dynamic that springs up between 
the two coast guidelines set up only for a short 
distance, in a parallel strait. Further the surfa
ce's extent which is limited by the sea volley is 
here very exiguous and may be easily rutted by 
unifying courses. 
The historical vicissitudes of the places stress 
the validity of our hypothesis when at the down
fall of the Roman world that sure had under
stood and strengthened the "vocation" of this 
area, we learn that the necessity to preclude 
such connections has arrived by placing in the 
median ltria Valley, appropriate diaphragms 
mostly made with thick row of trees. 
The achieved security of the Adriatic coast, in 
recent times has made again practicable the 
ancient and potential system of road infrastruc
tures which go on supporting the lotting out 
plant which is woven on them and for a long 
time has been recessive in the unifying pro
gramme. 
These observations stress the need to investi
gate, in meantime, with different reading scale 
as the orientation of the structure built is always 
in function of the shape of the block on which it 
rests and this last in its turn takes its origin by 
the delimitation that of it make the road courses. 
So the infrastructures of line, the land fabrics of 
parcelling out and the residential plants clarify 
their "tangibility" from their position both spatial 
and tempora12. 
The surveys we have done of some building 
estates -rural structures Ninco-Nanco, Era, 
Baronia- Mar Piccolo situated in the North and 
North East area of Mar Piccolo bay have revea-
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led subsequent evolutive phases in the organi
sation of the buildings which form the structure 
of the plant. As a result, the numerous "flessi" 
that is the direction changes in the masonry 
warps, denounce recorded times in the con
struction of the living elements of the same 
estate. 
The analysis of such "movements" of the struc
tures which also concerns the limits of the cada
strial area and, attributed to the plant, brings to 
notice a close concordance with the dual course 
of the territorial wovens whose terms we have 
already clarified: it often coexists inside the 
same rural organism creating complicated con
nections between differently orientated structu
res. As we are aware that the layout of the land 
tissue in the territory and the land partition in the 
urban plant are functions of the adduction 
courses, we have established a connection 
between our two hypothesis with the old course 
of the Via Appia which , if it is studied hardly in 
archaeological topography, in its development 
throughout Lazio and Campania, appears little 
known when it crosses the Sannio and most of 
all , of Puglia. From the researches done on the 
theme, inside the course of the Via Appia found 
by Lugli rises a dual orientation : in fact the 
branch which runs across the territory from the 
built-up area of Gravina of Puglia (Silvium?) to 
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SURVEYED WARPINGS IN HIGH JONIO'S TERRITORY 
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Palagiano (Ad Canales) keeps on a compatible 
direction with the parallelism to the Adriatic 
coast between Bari and Brindisi3. After, South of 
Massafra, in locality "Bellavista", the road axis 
forks coasting along the Northern and the 
Southern side of Mar Piccolo so that it lines up 
in direction East-West and allows the comple
mentary wovens in direction North-South. The 
rural complexes whose we have described the 
orientation changes of the building elements 
which form their structure are located on the 
area that wraps up such a branch and they 
seem to reflect both wovens. 
Lugli , in his research on the course of Via Appia 
in Puglia, underlines the persistence of roads 
that are North-South oriented and that connect 
the coast with the inland, passing or turning 
mountains and valleys, but never loosing the 
broad orientation . 
Further Lugli says: their course is certainly 
wanted , but remains the uncertainty if they are 
of Roman origin , with reference to the centuria
tion , or if they go back to a pre-roman age. 
The problem is doubtless of great interest and it 
concerns the ways to structure the territory by 
interpreting and making in agreement the 
already existing lines of force , which are tested 
by the use and therefore by their own adheren 

ce to the ground morphology : such a way to 
make territory can be attributed to the Roman 
world but it is necessary to expand the Puglia's 
boundaries and consider the take over that 
Rome has made of the ancient East-West webs 
of Greek origin , woven between the Adriatic and 
Jonica coast and the one of the Tirreno. 
So the whole pre-roman Italic, joined from one 
side to the essentially pastoral nomadic eco
nomy of the Apennine peoples, from the other 
one, more similar to the Roman economy, to the 
agricultural economy; but local, of the Greek 
and Etruscan world , is put into a systematic 
organisation of the ground supported by the 
new consular arteries that drain the territory 
North-South. 
In this optics it seems natural to think to the 
reuse of the already existing courses ; we 
know in fact that the two boroughs of the Appia 
along the coast of the Mar Piccolo take again an 
ancient pre-classic course named , South, 
"Cow's Carrara" whose origin can be connected 
to the phenomenon of the transumance. 
The Southern branch of the Via Appia, sure, 
entered the town of Taranto and it would be very 
interesting to find its course between place 
Bellavista (farm Peparuli) and masseria Raho 
as the problem concerns the growth of the 
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urban plant of the town not only during the 
Roman Age, but also in pre-classic Age due to 
the existence of numerous prehistoric stations 
along the ancient course. The imposition of the 
Byzantine rule that took place at the end of the 
10th century -and that steadied, even if relati
vely, in the 11th - produced the recuperation 
and the growth of the coast guideline, valley 
axis of the Adriatic sea, mediator between the 
Puglia's territory and the Balkan and Middle 
Eastern areas subjected to Bisanzio. 
The layout of this longitudinal axis drains on it 
the interests of the hinterland, by converging 
towards the coast many of the agricultural acti
vities existing inside Puglia's territory; as a 
result the coast centres undergo a considerable 
population increase testified by the enlarge
ment and redefinition of the urban plant due to 
the increasing request of urbanisation of areas 
that a time were agricultural areas. 
However, the drawing imprinted on the ground, 
that is, the plant of the towns in which converge 
the adduction courses and the webs of areas 
which are made on them with different procedu
res and hierarchies, remains for the Byzantine 
Empire a program which has been only in part, 
carried out, in the urban centres along the 
coast, among which, mostly Bari seems to rep-

resent an attempt of a certain solidity. As con
cerns the urban pole of Taranto, historiographi
cal with reference to the Saracen invasion 
which implied the Arabian rule of the town for 
about a century show the reoccupation of it by 
the Byzantine Empire in the 2nd half of the 10th 
century. The tradition attributes to such a pre
sence the operations of embankment made 
along the bay of Mar Piccolo in order to obtain 
surfaces that can be built ; the filled up marine 
areas are comprised between Via Di Mezzo, 
North , the coast line4. It is not possible to inve
stigate the historical credibility of the documents 
that show the supposed work of expansion as 
they descend from the memories of the monks 
who travelled towards the Holy Land and are 
absolutely generic and fragmentary; sure the 
diversity of building weaving of the allotments 
South of Via Di Mezzo in comparison with the 
area which is North of it, stimulates our reflec
tion and attests the complexity of the theme. 
However an element makes "in agreement both 
weavings" and concerns the disposal of a great 
part of them on the axis of use which is rotated 
towards North-East whose importance we have 
previously underlined, as it is unifying of the ter
ritory embraced between Mar Adriatico and Mar 
Jonio. 
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In the second half of the 11th century after many 
events that led the Byzantine Empire to undergo 
reiterated due to the alliance between the 
Roman Church and the Norman power, the last 
prevails definitively after the umpteenth reconci
liation between Gegorious VI I and Robert The 
Guiscard. After being recognized as Duke of 
Puglia, Robert gradually accomplishes the shif
ting of the economic power, that by the Byzantine 
was held in the hands of the bureaucratic and 
military class, towards the very active commer
cial and mercantile complex. Robert consolidates 
and spreads the western Feudalism granting 
benefits like houses and lands to those people 
that seemed to be loyal , therefore creating a poli
tical class that was not accustomed yet to the 
handling of power, but firmly decided to defend 
their own economical interests in a cultural cli
mate of opposition to the remaining Germanic 
and Byzantine influences, with a strong interest 
in the Latin and autochtonal Puglia's tradition. 
It is from such interests that starts the Norman 
conquerors' need to obtain the favour of the 
groups that run the trade in the coast towns 
among which there are: Bari , Trani and of 
course Taranto are some of the most eloquent 
examples. In this connection it is important to 
underline how the North-western European ori-

gin of the Normans was not an obstacle's factor 
to the great movement of interests towards the 
Orient that was trigged off by the Crusades, 
while, at the same time, they made trade 
accords with important maritime poles of the 
peninsula like Amalfi and Venice. 
Perhaps their purpose to utilise the different 
potentialities that every territory offers - in parti
cular, the Puglia that is strongly peninsular, due 
to its long extension of sea coasts, its easiness 
to be crossed in order to reach the landings of 
the Tirreno, has always represented a winning 
intuition as it has allowed the inland territories 
devoted to agriculture to become stronger con
necting them to the harbour calls. 
This plane, however, has been carried out 
thanks to the existence of strong territorial 
structures and urban structures which have 
allowed to an inexpert political class like the 
Norman one, to exploit a territory plant which 
was completely carried out before its settle
ment. We could observe that the strong demo
graphical and building expansion that has took 
in the region is the confirmation of how it was 
sufficient "to increase" all that already existed: 
in fact, it would be impossible to create a phe
nomenon of such intensity without possessing 
the former supporting structures. 
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Therefore Taranto's intolerance towards the 
Byzantine rulers seems to be compatible with 
such a notation, its continuous links with the 
Roman Church, stressed by existence in the 
town of a priorate in S.Maria dei Guaranei , 
depending on the cloister of Cavo, being this 
last, during the centuries, beaver of the reform 
ing upheavals in the Southern Italy, and, before 
the Norman domination , of the flourishing 
Benidictin Cloister of S.Benedict. 
When we turned our researches aims to the 
urban plant of Tarantos, the data stock we 
acquired in the analysis of the contiguous terri
tory represented a necessary premise and it sti
mulated a series of reflections and comparisons 
about the connections between the agrarian 
ground and urbanised ground. 
Looking into the origin of the building tissue 
involves in every case the obligation to reach a 
cognition that is very deep compared to the 
general urban shape as it developed in the time, 
job this supported by exiguous historical news 
whose aim is to illustrate ecclesiastical buil
dings or in any way public buildings and only 
rarely for living-in buildings. 
In order to obviate such a lack and in keeping 
with the research methodology tested in the 
upper Jonio, as concerns the relief of some 

TARANTO. ENCLOSURES OF THE PLOTS WITH 
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rural buildings, we have made a measurement 
through sample ranges cut in areas where were 
persisting the plan turned towards North-East, 
that has been already noticed in the above 
mentioned territorial plants. 
The relief of a part of the built wayside of Via di 
Mezzo has brought to our attention the differen
ce of the lotting score towards the tissue facing 
Via Duomo; the comparison sends back to the 
morphology's diversity of the soil and at the 
same time, to the different territorial layout of 
the two courses inside the urban plant. 
Via Duomo represents the median axis of the 
whole aggregation included between the bay of 
Mar Piccolo and the shore of Mar Grande con
sequently of the isle on which stretches the 
historital settlement of Taranto. It runs the natu
ral watershed that is outlined at a height which 
is just a cut above the 13m. , average, in the 
connection that carries out between the outmo
st polarities of the isle, the need to remain recti
linear in order to permit the shortest course, 
with the irregularity of altimetric altitudes 
coming from the saddle areas which toin on it 
and allow many passages between the oppo
site shores. 
From the survey of the samples got on the 
eastern wayside of Via di Mezzo emerges a 

TARANTO. THE FABRIC BETWEEN VIA DI MEZZO AND 
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grid of allotments that are usually orthogonal 
to the course and turned towards North - east 
in the inner part of them there are still residual 
unbuilt spaces which are useful to the distri
bution of the buildings aggregated in the allot
ment6. The element of land partition places on 
the urban axis a 17-18 metres front, module 
that seems to be related to the subdivision into 
two parts of the Roman actus?, the allotment 
internally ordered "a corte" (at court) have 
undergone a series of transformations of the 
primitive ring just when a living-in model , born 
for the agriculture usage of the territory has 
had to conform to the rules of the homoge
neous division of the ground to be built without 
any solution of continuity, through the flanking 
of the allotments as it takes place in the buil
ding tissue of the towns. 
As concerns Taranto this necessity is increased 
by the very particular territorial place in which 
the town is situated, place that has led to the 
total conniption of the free areas inside the allot
ment when the demand for urban residences 
has become urging9. 
The problem related to the disposal of the terri
torial and urban plants according to an axis tur
ned towards North - East, clearly regards the 
architectonic complex of S.Cataldo, that is to 

say Taranto's cathedral situated in Via Duomo 
and once called "Via of S.Costantino". 
After the restoration made during this century, 
inside the building has come out the distinction 
between the longitudinal body with a nave and 
two aisled divided by colonnades, and head -
cross formed by three more exiguous sized 
arms that sometimes end with barrel vaults that 
in their intersections support a square covered 
by a dome set up on pendentives. 
The intersection of the basilica! plan on the 
cross - shaped structure takes place through 
juxtaposition, pointing out the compatible pre -
existence of the cross - shaped body already 
built and defined in the decoration on which the 
longitudinal body would have been placed pro
bably between the end of the 10th century and 
the beginning of the 11th. 
An important observation regards the footfall 
level of the basilica! plan which is doubtless at a 
lower level if we compare it with the foundation 
of the oldest nodal body. This last is provided 
with an underground crypt whose masonries go 
on, uniformly, into the perimetral walls of the 
upper church. 
Such a heigt's difference contained in the only 
structure of the Cathedral reproduces the mor
phological situation of a more expanded area of 
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TARANTO. VIA DI MEZZO. FACADES WITH AN HIGH DEGREE OF DEGRADATION 
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TARANTO. VIEW OF MAR GRANDE AND OF THE TWO BASINS OF MAR PICCOLO 

TARANTO. VIEW OF THE FABRIC ALONG MAR PICCOLO 
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depression due the "saddle" that transversally 
to the main watershed summed by Via Duomo -
connecting the coastlines of Mar Piccolo and 
Mar Grande. 
The presence of the "saddle" clarifies the rea
sons that led to place the religious building in an 
area whose "being nodal" given by the junction 
of two directions, has certainly been a conque
st, of which the Cathedral with its two bodies of 
edifice delayed in the time, remains to testify the 
importance. 
Our research has concerned only in part the lay 
out of Taranto's urban plan, getting from it 
some sample-areas where the relation with the 
contiguous territory were sufficiently verifiable. 
In fact we are aware of the need to investigate 
on the territorial conformation in order to under
stand the individuality of the urban place and, 
on the other side, even if this last draws its ori
gins from specific geo-morphologic realties, 
requires an increasing in the civil progress 
whose aim is the generalised use of the soil 
ground to be installed. 
The "ordered" and consequently programmed 
occupation of the valley bottom, that have often 
been re-daimed, configures itself both in the ter
ritory and in the L:Jrban Body, according to the 
prevalent directions and at the same time, it 
sees to implant a system of modular land sub
divisions. 
From this point of view, the reading of an homo
geneity of relation between urban settlement 
and territorial area leads to the discovery of hin
terland limited operating ways that are recurrent 
and at the same time it gives the possibility to 
determine the extension of the range of influen
ce that they exert on the adjacent realties 

Maria Grazia Rocco 
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