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Saint Luke October 18
(first century)

Can you imagine what it would have 
been like to travel with Saint Paul 
on his missionary journeys? Exciting, 

certainly. Paul’s mission was to bring the Good 
News to the Gentiles. He carried a wonderful 
new message of hope and salvation in Christ 
throughout the Roman Empire. The mission 
was dangerous too. Paul and his companions 
were beaten, thrown into prison, run out of 
town, and shipwrecked. Luke could tell you all 
about it. And he did!

Christian tradition recognizes Luke as the 
“beloved physician,” as Paul calls him, who was 
a co-worker and companion of Paul. Luke wrote 
firsthand accounts of Paul’s missionary journeys. 
Luke is the author of a two-part work telling 
the story of Jesus and the early Church. His 
Gospel gives us a look at the com passionate, 
forgiving Christ. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
he gives us valuable data describing the post-
Resurrection Church.

But we have little information about Luke 
himself. Luke’s aim was to tell us who Jesus was. 
He did a masterful piece of work.

Since Luke’s Gospel is written in excellent Greek, 
it is thought that Greek was his native language. 
He was probably a Syrian from Antioch. Luke 
was a writer who was careful about his sources. 
His writing is concrete and shows detail. His is 
a story of human interest and human sympathy. 
In his Gospel we see the gentleness of Jesus 
as he heals the widow of Naim, speaks to the 
penitent woman at his feet, and comforts the 
weeping women on his way to the cross. It is 
Luke who includes the parables of mercy: the 
Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. The 
repentant thief is also his addition. Luke’s pagan 
origins probably gave him open-mindedness to 
all peoples. Samaritans, lepers, publicans, soldiers, 
public sinners, shepherds, and the poor all find a 
special place in his Gospel.

Luke also writes about Jesus as a master of 
prayer. Often Jesus is portrayed going alone to 
speak to his Father or helping his disciples to 
pray. Luke presents the disciples as happy to 
give all, leave all, and suffer all joyfully, as he 
himself did. Luke’s writings make it clear that 
he was a man who placed all his faith and trust 
in Jesus.
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activities saint Luke / October 18

reAD ScrIPtUre reFereNceS
Have students find references to Luke in 
Scripture: Colossians 4:14; Philemon; 
2 Timothy; and passages in Acts in which the 
author uses the pronoun we: Acts 16:10–15, 
20:6–16.

DIScoVer tHe JoYFUL MYSterIeS IN tHe GoSPeL
Luke is the evangelist who wrote the most 
about Mary. Have the students find the 
sources of the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary 
in the first chapters of Luke and make a list 
of these passages from Scripture.

be HeALerS
Remind the children that Luke was a 
physician. Suggest that they find a way to 
make one person feel better today.

MAKe A MUrAL oF LUcAN tHeMeS
The Gospel of Luke has several distinguishing 
themes. List them on the board. Ask the 
students to look through the Gospel and 
find stories that fit these themes. Have each 
student draw an example and then make a 
mural of the drawings. The themes are

Love of the Poor and Lowly 
Joy 
Salvation for All 
Mercy 
Prayer 
Discipleship

PerForM A DrAMA
Have the students adapt a story from the 
Acts of the Apostles for classroom theater. 
Props and costumes may be used. Appropriate 
choices include the cure of the crippled beggar 
(Acts 3:1–10), Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 
7:54–60), Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 
8:26–39), Saul’s conversion (Acts 9:1–19), 
the deliverance of Paul and Silas from prison 
(Acts 16:25–34), and Paul raising a dead man 
to life (Acts 20:7–12).

MAKe cHrIStMAS cArDS
Luke is considered the “Christmas Evangelist” 
because the stories of Jesus’ birth are found in 
his Gospel. Have the class make Christmas 
cards by drawing or pasting appropriate 
pictures on construction paper and writing 
Lucan quotations beneath them.

FIND SYMboLS oF eVANGeLIStS
Each of the evangelists, or Gospel writers, 
has a traditional symbol: Matthew (man), 
Mark (lion), Luke (ox), John (eagle). The ox 
was chosen for Luke because his Gospel is 
very down-to-earth. In addition the Gospel 
of Luke begins with the story of Jesus’ birth 
in a stable. If your parish church features 
these symbols in art, take the students to the 
church and have them locate the symbols.

Ca te c h i s t ’s  N o te s :
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