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Christ Anew

recognized as a leading thinker and participated 
in the Second Vatican Council. Wojtyla was named 
a bishop, then an archbishop, and, eventually, a 
cardinal. 

For 456 years, from 1522–1978, all the popes had 
been Italian. In 1978, the cardinals of the Church 
gathered in Rome and selected Cardinal Wojtyla of 
Poland to be pope. Wojtyla took the name John  
Paul II and became the 264th pope. 

Pope John Paul II was known as a peacemaker and 
as someone who lived a life of openness and charity. 
Pope John Paul II spoke out against war, violence, 
and capital punishment. He was a defender of the 
dignity of human life and an advocate for human 
rights. While pope, he was instrumental in bringing 
about the fall of communism in Eastern Europe. 
Often recognized as the pilgrim pope because of his 
travels to more than 100 countries, Pope John Paul II 
attracted huge crowds wherever he went. 

On April 2, 2005, Pope John Paul II passed away. 
From the evening of April 2 until his funeral on April 
8, more than three million people came to Rome to 
pay homage to him in Saint Peter’s Basilica.

IN many ways, the circumstances that 

the members of the Church encounter today 

are similar to those faced by the Apostles at 

Pentecost. We are called to proclaim the message 

of Christ to a world that may not readily accept it. 

With Christ’s strength, we can go forward with 
conviction and compassion. We can look for guidance 
from the Holy Spirit and from other Spirit-led people 
in our Church whose lives are an example for us.

Pope John Paul II
Karol Wojtyla was born on May 18, 1920, near 
Krakow, Poland. As a young boy, he enjoyed skiing 
and swimming. During college he was interested 
in theater and poetry. When his school was closed 
by Nazi troops, Wojtyla began studying at a secret 
seminary run by the archbishop of Krakow. Wojtyla 
was ordained in 1946. Father Wojtyla was soon 

Our Catholic Character
The Church follows a process to beatify and canonize 

a person who has lived a life of heroic virtue. During 

the process, two miracles must be proven to be 

attributed to the intercession of the person—miracles 

that are instant, able to be proven scientifically, 

complete, and permanent. Upon canonization, 

the person is recognized as a saint. As part of the 

process, experts research the person’s life and 

gather testimonials. In the case of Pope John Paul II, 

four volumes of information were gathered, and 100 

witnesses were interviewed. 

Pope John Paul II
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World Youth Day
In 1984, Pope John Paul II announced that 1985 
would be a Jubilee Year for the Catholic Church. 
The term jubilee has been used in the Church since 
the 1300s to refer to a holy year, a year in which the 
pope calls people to witness to their faith in specific 
ways. Aware of the rising number of youth in the 
Church, Pope John Paul II invited young people 
from around the world to travel to Rome and gather 
in Saint Peter’s Square for Palm Sunday. More than 
300,000 young people responded. After attending 
this first unofficial World Youth Day, the pope invited 
the youth to return home to live in virtue and share 
their renewed faith. 

On December 20, 1985, the Holy Father announced 
the institution of World Youth Day as a regular event. 
The first official World Youth Day was held in 1986. 
From that year forward, International World Youth 
Day has been held every two to three years, in 
locations such as the Philippines, Spain, Poland,  
and the United States.

The events at each International World Youth Day 
take their inspiration from a theme derived from 
Scripture. For example, in 1993, the theme was “I 
came that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” (John 10:10) During each celebration, it’s 
common to see flags from the world’s nations along 
with singing, dancing, praying, worshiping, and 
the honoring of both the cultural diversity and the 
religious unity of the young People of God. 

Here is an excerpt from Pope John Paul’s message to 
the participants of the 1993 World Youth Day:

At this stage of history, the liberating message of 
the Gospel of life has been put into your hands. 
And the mission of proclaiming it to the ends of 
the earth is now passing to your generation. . . . 
The Church needs your energies, your enthusiasm, 
your youthful ideals, in order to make the Gospel 
of life penetrate the fabric of society, transforming 
people’s hearts and the structures of society in 
order to create a civilization of true justice and 
love. Now more than ever, in a world that is often 
without light and without the courage of noble 
ideals, people need the fresh, vital spirituality of 
the Gospel.

World Youth Day is one of the many blessings  
that Pope John Paul II gave to the People of God. 

Past Meets 
Present
PAST: The origins of the designation of a 
year as a Jubilee Year come from the Old 
Testament book of Leviticus. According to 
Jewish law during biblical times, every 50th 
year, farmland was to remain unplanted, 
mortgage debts were to be settled, and 
slaves were to be freed. The Catholic Church 
adapted this tradition in the 1300s.

PRESENT: In 2009 Pope Benedict XVI 
officially opened a Jubilee Year for Priests. 
This Jubilee coincided with the 150th 
anniversary of the death of Saint John Vianney. 
The Holy Father called for a year of prayer 
and renewal that invited Catholics to pray for 
priests, encourage entry into the vocations, 
and deepen their love and devotion for the 
Eucharist and all the sacraments. 

DEFINE

Jubilee Year

REMEMBER

Each year, on the Feast of 

Pentecost, we celebrate the 

birth of the Church.

Pope John Paul II was a Church 

leader who showed us how to 

share the message of Christ 

with conviction and compassion.
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