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	 Host:	 I’d like you all to welcome the patron saint of animals, families, 
and the environment; the founder of the Franciscan order; and 
one of the most beloved saints of all time: Saint Francis of Assisi!

	 	 [Saint Francis enters; he and the host exchange greetings.]

	 Host:	 Most people associate you with a life of simplicity and poverty. 
They would probably be surprised to learn that you weren’t 
always like that.

	 SF:	 I was born into a very wealthy family. My father was a cloth 
merchant, so I always had beautiful clothes to wear. I had a 
lot of friends whom I’d run around with, getting into trouble. 
Today you would call someone like that a “party animal.”

	 Host:	 So what changed?

	 SF:	 God called me to 
serve him. I took all 
the energy I had spent 
partying and turned it 
to following Jesus and 
spreading his Word.

	 Host:	 And you used that 
energy to start the order 
of Friars Minor, the 
Franciscans, who are 
still around today. What 
inspired you to do that?

Interview: � Saint Francis of Assisi
Leader/Reader Script

You will need two actors for this interview: one to play the host and 
another to play the saint. Be sure to give a copy of this script to the 
actors well ahead of the event so that they will have time to rehearse 
the lines and possibly memorize them.
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	 SF:	 In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus told the disciples to travel all 
over the land, preaching the Word of God and healing the sick. 
He told them to travel light—no money, no extra clothes or 
shoes—and trust in God to provide for them. I wanted to serve 
Jesus the same way.

	 Host:	 You found a lot of new friends in your new life.

	 SF:	 Yes. I was blessed with many new companions. Those who 
joined me gave everything they had to the poor. They were 
happy to wear only a simple robe and carry only a staff. None 
of us wanted anything more than that. We were all companions 
of Lady Poverty.

	 Host:	 Saint Clare was one of those new friends, wasn’t she?

	 SF:	 Yes, Clare was a wonderful friend. She had heard me preach 
and wanted to follow the same path as I did. She also left 
behind a life of wealth and comfort to wear the habit. She and 
her sister founded a second Franciscan order called the Order of 
Poor Ladies. Most people know them as the Poor Clares. 

	 Host:	 You had friends all over God’s creation, didn’t you?

	 SF:	 Oh yes! Brother Sun and Sister Moon, all of the animals, the 
flowers in the meadows, the fire that warms us and the crystal 
springs that bring us water—they are brothers and sisters, and I 
love them all.

	 Host:	 I heard that you once preached a sermon to the birds.

	 SF:	 I did! They listened so quietly and sweetly, I had to kick myself 
for not thinking of doing it earlier.

	 Host:	 Not all of the animals you befriended were as sweet as the birds 
though. You made friends with a fierce wolf.

Continued on next page
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	 SF:	 That was in a town called Gubbio. Brother Wolf had been 
eating the townspeople’s sheep. They were very angry about 
that, and they were very afraid that he would eat some of the 
people too!

	 Host:	 What did you do?

	 SF:	 I talked to him. It turns out he only ate the sheep because he 
was hungry. I told the townspeople that if they fed the wolf, he 
would stop eating the sheep.

	 Host:	 And it worked?

	 SF:	 Yes, the people of Gubbio and Brother Wolf lived together in 
peace after that.

	 Host:	 You brought the same sense of kindness and generosity to 
everything you did, didn’t you?

	 SF:	 I always tried. God gives his love to everyone and everything in 
creation. The least we can all do is try to follow his example.

	 Host:	 Like you say in one of your prayers, “it is in giving we receive; it 
is in pardoning that we are pardoned.”

	 SF:	 Yes, exactly. God has given us many gifts, and he has given 
them freely. We should be just as giving and rejoice in the 
opportunity to share God’s love.

	 Host:	 Thank you for sharing your joy with us today!

	 SF:	 My pleasure!
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