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Prayer Banner Activity Center
Family Handout

A personalized prayer banner will help your family remember that 
each of you has a hand in creating your own Church life within 
your home. Place the banner in a room where you gather as a 
family as a reminder that every moment can be an act of prayer, 
and even the smallest tasks can be acts of love.

%	 Write your family name on the paper.

%	 Ask each family member to coat one palm in tempera paint and then 
make a handprint on the paper. 

%	 Each family member can then write his or her name under the 
handprint using the markers provided. Allow the banner to dry. 

The Domestic Church
The earliest and most enduring lessons children learn about living with faith 
come from their parents. Parents teach children the first lessons in love, 
respect, and fairness. They instruct children in prayer by making it a part of 
daily family life. They give children a basis for building a strong and lasting 
relationship with God. 

The Church honors the vital role that the family plays in faith formation 
by calling it the “domestic church.” In the Second Vatican Council, the 
Church held marriage up as a true vocation, and the centrality of the family 
was recognized. 

With that great honor comes great responsibility. If children are to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ, they must see discipleship in the home—family 
members joining hands in prayer, worship, and service. Let the imprints of 
the hands on this banner serve as a constant reminder to the whole family to 
reach out in faith and love as active participants in the church at home.

Christ came that we might have abundant life. What more could you wish 
for your child?
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