
Dear brothers and sisters, I announce to 
you a great joy. We have a Pope, the Most 
Eminent and Most Reverend Lord, Lord 
Joseph, Cardinal of Holy Roman Church, 
Ratzinger, who has taken the name 
Benedict XVI.

Pope Benedict XVI was born Joseph Ratzinger in 
Marktl am Inn, Germany, on April 16, 1927. His  
father was a police officer from a family of farmers 
in Lower Bavaria. His family moved several times 
during his childhood. Ratzinger was called into the 
auxiliary anti-aircraft service near the end of World 
War II. 

World War II interrupted Ratzinger’s studies,  
but in 1945 he reentered the seminary. He  
studied philosophy and theology at the University of 
Munich and at the higher school in Freising. On 
June 29, 1951 (the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul), 
he and his brother Georg were ordained as priests in 
the cathedral at Freising.

In 1953, Ratzinger received a doctorate in 
theology with a thesis titled “The People and House 
of God in St. Augustine’s doctrine of the Church.” 
He then taught dogma and fundamental theology 
at the higher school of philosophy and theology of 
Freising, then in Bonn, Münster, and Tübingen. 
From 1969, he was a professor at the University 
of Regensburg and later vice president of the same 
university.

As early as 1962, Ratzinger was gaining a 
reputation as a gifted theologian. During the 
Second Vatican Council (1962–65), Ratzinger served 
as a chief theological advisor to the Archbishop of 
Cologne, Germany, Cardinal Josef Frings. 

After the council, he published several books, 
including Introduction to Christianity and Dogma 
and Revelation. He continued to write through the 
years, and his work has informed many in advanced 
theological studies.

In 1977, Ratzinger was appointed Archbishop 
of Munich and Freising by Pope Paul VI. He took as 
his motto “Fellow Worker in the Truth,” a phrase 
from the Third Letter of John. Later that same year, 
Ratzinger was elevated to cardinal.

On November 25, 1981, he was appointed by Pope 
John Paul II as prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. This Vatican office defends 
the orthodoxy of the Catholic Church. Ratzinger’s 
role in that office made him a visible and often  
controversial figure in the Church.

Pope Benedict XVI
1927

Did you know that white smoke is released from 
the Vatican chimney when a new pope is elected? In 
April 2005, when we heard the news that the smoke 
from the Vatican was white, many of us rushed to our 
televisions or checked the Internet to follow what 
would come next—the announcement of the man 
who would succeed Pope John Paul II. We waited for 
the words “Habemus Papam”—“We have a Pope.”

On Tuesday, April 19, 2005, Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger was elected the 265th pontiff of the  
Roman Catholic Church, choosing the name 
Benedict XVI. The world found out when Jorge  
Arturo Cardinal Medina Estévez came onto the 
balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica and announced the 
following: 

1927–2022



He served as the president of the commission for 
drafting the Catechism of the Catholic Church for the 
six years of work (1986–92) behind its preparation.

In November 1998, he was elected vice dean  
of the College of Cardinals. Four years later, Pope 
John Paul II approved his election as dean of the 
College of Cardinals. As dean, Ratzinger presided 
over the College’s deliberations during the vacancy 
of the Holy See following the death of Pope John 
Paul II on April 2, 2005. He presided at the funeral 
Mass for the pope on April 8, 2005, in St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome.

“Habemus Papam”—“We have a Pope.”
It took only two days in conclave for the cardinals 

to elect the new leader of the Catholic Church.  
Shortly after the announcement of the new Holy  
Father, Pope Benedict XVI appeared to greet the  
people assembled in St. Peter’s Square and around 
the world via television and Web broadcasts. 

Activities

•  Bring in articles about the work of the
pope today.

•  Read about the present pope and decide 
what items would best symbolize him.

•  Study the list of popes. Find out how many 
the Church has had, how many have the titles 
of saint, blessed, or venerable, and which 
names have been chosen most frequently.

•  List the responsibilities of the pope. Write an 
essay on what you believe is the pope’s most 
important witness to Christ.

•  Collect articles from newspapers, magazines, 
and                     that report the pope’s travels, 
speeches, and activities. Make a scrapbook.

•  Visit the Vatican Web site (www.vatican.va) 
and look through the documents written by 
Pope Benedict XVI. Choose one and write a 
short article describing the main points.

•  Read about the life of Saint Benedict. 
Write a short essay about why he would 
make a good model for a pope.

The world in which we live is often marked by conflicts, violence and war, but it earnestly longs for peace, peace 
which is above all a gift from God, peace for which we must pray without ceasing. Yet peace is also a duty to 

which all peoples must be committed, especially those who profess to belong to religious traditions. Our efforts to 
come together and foster dialogue are a valuable contribution to building peace on solid foundations. Pope John 
Paul II, my Venerable Predecessor, wrote at the start of the new Millennium that “the name of the one God must 
become increasingly what it is: a name of peace and a summons to peace” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, n. 55). It is 
therefore imperative to engage in authentic and sincere dialogue, built on respect for the dignity of every human 
person, created, as we Christians firmly believe, in the image and likeness of God (cf. Gn 1: 26-27).

—   Pope Benedict XVI, April 25, 2005

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2005/april/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20050425_rappresenti-reliogi_en.html (accessed June 22, 2006)
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   Central to what Pope Benedict XVI wanted 
to teach us was the centrality of growing in 
friendship with Jesus Christ. He wrote his book 
Jesus of Nazareth to help the reader foster and 
grow in a living relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Were we to respond to the call of Jesus into 
relationship, we would experience beauty and 
liberation. When we give ourselves to Christ, we 
will receive a hundredfold in return.  

    The pope authored three encyclicals: Deus Caritas 
Est (God Is Love), Spe Salvi (Saved by Hope), and 
Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth). He visited 
the United States in April, 2008. His itinerary 
took him to Washington, D.C. and New York City.  

Pope Benedict XVI announced his resignation 
on February 11, 2013. He was the first pope 
to resign in more than 600 years. He died on 

Saturday, December 31, 2022. 
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