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WEEK ONE: Chapters 1–4

1. What sacraments with a small s have you received recently?

2. What sacraments with a small s have you given recently?

3. How does your understanding and experience of God change when you consider an 
“elsewhere God” as opposed to an “everywhere God”?

4. Can you share about a time when God found you in “the sacrament of the present 
moment”?

5. It’s easy to understand the words “nothing can separate us from the love of God,” but 
in practice, what does that sentiment really mean to you? How would you apply it to 
people—of all sorts—you know?
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WEEK TWO: Chapters 5–9

1. How can “doing good to feel good” lead us into trouble?

2. Can you give your own explanation of why bad things happen to good people? How do 
you react to the phrase redemptive suffering?

3. What is the difference between knowing about God and knowing God? Can you 
describe a way of knowing that is not directly rational, or related to the brain? What 
difference does this make?

4. How different might the world be if everyone understood and believed that we are  
all, Christian or non-Christian, members of the mystical body of Christ?

5. What is your relationship like with Mary, the mother of God? Do you believe that you 
can go to God through her? Do you have any experiences of this that you would like  
to share?
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WEEK THREE: Chapters 10–13

1. What is your Catholic story?

2. Do you carry the sense that your own sins helped nail Jesus to the cross? How does 
the answer to that question shape your idea of who and what God is?

3. How have you seen the Church change in your lifetime?

4. In what ways do you think the Church might change over the next ten years? The next 
hundred years?

5. How do you feel about chapter 13’s statement: “You Can Disagree with the Church and 
Still Be a Good Catholic”? What kind of experience have you had with this concept?
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WEEK FOUR: Chapters 14–17

1. Describe the Bethlehem Principle in your own words. Do you believe it is true?  
Why or why not?

2. What is your favorite image of church?

3. Spend some time thinking about how Leach describes the Eucharist in chapter 16. 
What does the Eucharist mean to you?

4. Have you explored any of the spiritual paths of the different religious orders? If so, how 
have they spoken to you?

5. Which Catholic spiritual traditions or practices nurture you most? Have you ever found 
your Catholic faith enriched by another religious tradition?
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WEEK FIVE: Chapters 18–21

1. Have you ever applied the fruits of the spirit as a test to determine if something  
is spiritually valid in your life? How might your life change if you weighed whether or 
not something brings you love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and/or discipline?

2. How does the suffering of a child in Calcutta affect a child in California?

3. Reread Cardinal Bernadin’s explanation of the seamless garment of life in chapter 19. 
Spend some time thinking about this concept. How might this principle change our 
society if more people understood and embraced it?

4. How do you see the economic, political, and social institutions of society bearing 
responsibility for the common good? How might that responsibility manifest itself?

5. How are you open to angels? Have you experienced any kind of angelic presence or 
intervention you would be willing to talk about?
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WEEK SIX: Chapters 22–25

1. In what ways has your Catholic faith been a party? How has community been a part of 
that?

2. How is God “among the pots and pans” of your daily work?

3. Are “working for money” and “living for God” compatible concepts? Is it possible to be 
financially successful and holy?

4. What would you do if you were pope?

5. What does it mean, to you, to say that “Heaven begins right here”?


