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Our Response to God’s Gifts

PAGE 87

Katharine Drexel was born to a wealthy 
Catholic family. Her parents taught her to 
use her wealth to help others.

PAGE 91

The Holy Spirit gave the disciples the 
strength to continue their mission of telling 
people all over the world about Jesus. 

PAGE 91

The Holy Spirit helps us act as witnesses to 
Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, and Ascension.

PAGE 87

When the pope challenged Katharine to 
do more, she started the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

PAGE 91

The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated seven 
weeks after Easter Sunday.

PAGE 87

Mother Katharine Drexel began about 60 
schools and missions in the United States.

PAGE 92

The image of a dove symbolizes the 
presence of the Holy Spirit.

PAGE 90

After Jesus’ Ascension, his disciples 
gathered in Jerusalem during a time 
of celebration. PAGE 94

When the Holy Spirit guides our actions, 
the results are the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, self-
control, goodness, modesty, and chastity.

PAGE 90

Tongues of fire appeared over the 
disciples’ heads. The disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
different languages.

Keep these ideas in mind as you study Unit 3, Session 11.

Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit
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Our Response to God’s Gifts

PAGE 98

The Church is a sign that we are one with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

PAGE 99

The Church has four important 
characteristics, or marks. The Marks of the 
Church are that it is one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic. Catholic means “universal.”

PAGE 99

At Mass we pray for the Church and our 
leaders during the Eucharistic prayer.

PAGE 98

The Vicar of Christ is the title given to the 
pope. He leads and cares for the whole 
Church.

PAGE 100

Jesus told Peter that he would give him the 
keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.

PAGE 98

Men who lead, teach, and guide the Church 
and appoint pastors are called bishops.

PAGE 100

Peter’s name means “rock.” Rocks and keys 
are symbols of Saint Peter. 

PAGE 98

A pastor is a priest who is the spiritual 
leader of a parish.

PAGE 103

Jesus chose Peter and the other Apostles 
to be the leaders of the Church. The 
bishops and pastors, with the pope as their 
head, are today’s leaders. They continue 
the mission of the Apostles.

PAGE 99

The Church can be seen on earth and 
felt in our hearts. This is why we call the 
Church the Mystical Body of Christ.

Keep these ideas in mind as you study Unit 3, Session 12.

The Catholic Church
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Our Response to God’s Gifts

PAGE 106

Jesus is especially with us at Mass. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus is present 
there in the priest, in the people gathered, 
in the Scriptures, and in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist.

PAGE 108

In the story of Jesus and the Roman 
officer, the officer had never met Jesus 
but had faith in him and wanted Jesus to 
heal his servant.

PAGE 110

Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of God is 
among us.

PAGE 106

Jesus gave us seven sacraments. The 
sacraments nourish our relationship with 
God the Father through Jesus the Son and 
through the Holy Spirit.

PAGE 107

The sacraments are outward signs of God’s 
grace. With the sacraments, we receive 
God’s grace.

PAGE 111

You are like Jesus when you reach out to 
someone who is different from you.

PAGE 107

The signs of God’s grace include eating the 
bread and drinking the cup in the Eucharist.

PAGE 107

The church gives us other signs called 
sacramentals. Sacramentals are objects, 
prayers, or blessings that help us grow in 
our spiritual life.

Keep these ideas in mind as you study Unit 3, Session 13.

The Church Prays
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Our Response to God’s Gifts

PAGE 113

On the night of Jesus’ birth, shepherds 
visited Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. An angel 
of God had told the shepherds that Mary 
and Joseph’s newborn son is the Savior.

PAGE 115

Praying the Rosary is one way to honor 
Mary. When we pray the Rosary, we reflect 
on a mystery—an event in the life of Jesus, 
Mary, and the Church.

PAGE 115

A rosary is a string of beads with a crucifix. 
Each of the five sets of 10 beads on a 
rosary is called a decade.

PAGE 114

Mary is the Mother of God and the Mother 
of the Church.

PAGES 115 AND 118

The Visitation tells of Mary’s visit to her 
cousin Elizabeth, whose child would be 
John the Baptist.

PAGE 114

Together with those who have died, we are 
one body in Christ. We call this one body 
the Communion of Saints.

PAGE 118

Mary praised God when she learned her 
child would be Jesus, the Son of God. We 
call Mary’s prayer of praise the Magnificat.

PAGE 114

There are 19 feast days that honor Mary, 
Mother of God, in the liturgical year.

PAGE 115 AND PAGE 116

The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and 
told her she would be the mother of Jesus. 
This event is called the Annunciation.

Keep these ideas in mind as you study Unit 3, Session 14.

Mary Is Holy



©
 

 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.

 
W
17
09

www.findinggod.com Grade 3  •  Unit 3, Session 15  •  Study Guide

For more games, activities, and 
resources related to Finding God,  
please visit www.findinggod.com.

GRADE

3 UNIT 3
SESSION 15

STUDY GUIDE

Our Response to God’s Gifts

PAGE 121

Joseph was visited by an angel who 
brought a message from God. Mary was 
to give birth to Jesus, the Savior.

PAGE 123

White, the color of the liturgical season of 
Christmas, reminds us of purity and joy.

PAGE 123

A Nativity scene shows the Holy Family 
right after Jesus was born.

PAGE 121

We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Mass on the 
night of Christmas Eve.

PAGE 123

The word Christmas means “Mass of Christ.”
PAGES 121 AND 124

On the twelfth day after Christmas, we 
celebrate Epiphany—the visit of the 
Magi to the infant Jesus. These wise 
men believed that a star they saw was 
announcing the birth of the Son of God. 
Their visit was a sign that Jesus’ birth was 
world changing.

PAGE 124

Christmas reminds us how much God 
loves us. That is what we celebrate during 
this season.

PAGES 122 AND 123

When we go to Mass during Christmas, 
we hear about Bethlehem, the city of 
David, where Jesus was born. In Hebrew, 
Bethlehem means “house of bread.”

PAGE 123

We call Jesus the Bread of Life because he 
came to nourish all who hunger for life in 
the Holy Spirit.

Keep these ideas in mind as you study Unit 3, Session 15.

Celebrating Christmas


