
Chapter 8 

CHAPTER 8 Baptism and Confirmation

Centering 
✦ Together brainstorm objects that symbolize a birthday celebration, such

as cards, candles, and a cake. Say: Alone, these things mean little. But
when they are used as part of a birthday celebration, they have special
meaning. They become symbols. Ask: What do birthday objects and
rituals express? (our joy and gratitude for the person who has a birthday)

✦ Say: Today you will learn about powerful celebrations whose symbols
make Christ present and bring about new divine life in us. Ask: Do you
know what these celebrations are? (sacraments)

Sharing PAGE 61

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and The Seven Sacraments
on page 61. Ask: Why are sacraments important to our relationship with
Jesus? (They deepen our relationship with Jesus; in them we encounter
him, enabling us to carry out our mission as his disciples.)

✦ Say: Sacraments are saving actions. They bring us out of the power of
darkness into light. Unlike birthday parties, which do not give life,
sacraments cause life, divine life.

✦ Say: We celebrate sacraments as a faith community. Ask: Why does this
make sense? (God originally saved a people, the Chosen People. The
members of Christ’s Church are bound together as members of his Body.
Sacraments strengthen us to love and serve others better.)

✦ Have your child read aloud Christian Initiation on pages 61 and 62. Ask:
What are the three steps of initiation? (catechumenate, election, and
initiation) How were Chris and his family witnesses? (The family spirit
attracted Joe; Chris answered Joe’s questions.) What process will Joe go
through to become a Catholic? (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
What is Joe called now? (an inquirer) Why? (He is inquiring about the
faith and studying it.)

Sharing PAGES 62–63

✦ Read aloud the first three entries under Responding to the Call on page 62.
How can Chris help Joe as his sponsor? (help him know Christ and his
teachings, show him how to live the Gospel and serve others)

✦ Say: Catechumens leave Mass after the homily because they are not
yet initiated into the mysteries of our faith. They learn more about the
Scriptures at this time. Ask: How is Joe preparing to live the faith? (He
is studying the life of Christ, the Church’s teachings, praying with the
community, and trying to set a good example.)
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Chapter 8 

✦ Have your child read aloud the last two entries of Responding to the
Call. Ask: What rite did Joe celebrate on the first Sunday of Lent?
(Rite of Election or Enrollment)

✦ Say: In the early Church, the elect were brought before the bishop many
times to be questioned about their character and their motives. Ask:
What forms do these scrutinies take today? (petitions and exorcisms) The
exorcisms free the catechumens from the effects of sin and the influence
of the Devil.

✦ Have your child read silently Sacraments of Initiation on pages 62–63. Ask:
What do these symbols mean? Water (life and death); white robe (clothed
with Christ); candle (new life in the risen Jesus); Chrism (anointing;
christened); bread (the Body of Christ as spiritual food); wine (the Blood of
Christ as spiritual drink)

✦ Have your child read silently Baptism: Water and Spirit and A Flood
of Gifts. Say: In the early days of the Church, Baptism was done by
immersion. The person’s entire body was submerged in the water. There
are parishes that celebrate Baptism this way today.

✦ Ask: What are three ways you show you have become a Christian?
(giving witness to Christ, sharing his teachings, and being prepared to
sacrifice for him)

✦ Say: If a child dies before being baptized, we pray for the child’s
salvation.

✦ Ask: Which gift listed under A Flood of Gifts is important to you?

✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Sharing PAGE 64

✦ Have your child complete the activity Signs of Baptism on page 64.

✦ Have your child read silently Confirmation: Sealed with the Spirit.
Ask: Why is the Eucharist the high point of Christian initiation?
(It strengthens God’s life in a Christian. When Christians receive the
Eucharist, they possess Jesus and he acts in them.)

✦ Say: The three Sacraments of Initiation are interrelated. Baptism enables
Christians to have faith in the Eucharist. Confirmation calls Christians
to deeper faith and more active service. The Eucharist strengthens faith
and enables Christians to serve through strength from Jesus.

Acting PAGES 65–66

✦ Read the Chapter 8 Summary on page 65 together. Instrumental
background music can help create a prayerful environment for the
Respond activity. Then have your child complete the Review Activities on
page 66 independently.
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Chapter 8 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 67–68

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 67. Ask: What

does “called out of darkness into his wonderful light” refer to? (God has
called us from sin to eternal life in him.)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Ask: How can you

help in the formation of new Catholics? (by setting a good example in the
way I pray and serve others)

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and ask: How do the Sacraments of
Initiation prepare us for our life as disciples? (They make us members
of the Church and empower us with the Holy Spirit to become Christ
for others.)

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 68. Say: Saint Paul, inspired by
the Holy Spirit, acted as a witness for Christ as he wrote his epistles. He
invites us to be witnesses too.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask How are sacraments models for the way we should treat one

another? (Possible answers: I can be forgiving; I can help people heal; I can
be thankful.)

✦ Pray aloud a prayer of Saint Teresa of Ávila: “Christ has no body now but
yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. . . . You are his Body.”
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Chapter 9 

CHAPTER 9 Unit 1 Review

Centering 
✦ Ask: What are some ways we influence one another? (Point out current

ads and how they try to influence our thinking.)

✦ Say: Jesus counts on us to influence one another in such a way that we
become his followers and, therefore, better people.

✦ Say: In this lesson, you will experience the witness of a man who spent
his life carrying out the ministry of Jesus. His story will help you
consider how effective you are as a witness.

Reviewing PAGES 69–71

✦ Have your child read silently Looking Back on page 69. Allow time for your
child to answer the three questions independently.

✦ Using his or her reflection notebook, have your child complete the Personal
Inventory. Ask: What qualities do you think a witness for Christ needs?

✦ Have your child read silently The Doughnut Priest on page 70. Ask: How
did Father Valine live out his baptismal commitment? (by becoming a
priest; by keeping the Church alive in Utah)

✦ Ask: What were some unusual things about the witness of Father Valine?
(He continued his work although he was in his nineties; he traveled great
distances.) What difficulties must Father Valine have experienced as he
carried out his ministry? (loneliness, poor conditions, people who rejected
his message) What do you admire most about Father Valine?

✦ Say: Father Valine was a home missionary because he worked in his
own country. You can also be a home missionary by witnessing to
Jesus in your own home. Ask: What are some ways you can be a home
missionary? (inviting a friend to come to Mass with you; asking your
family to pray together at home)

✦ Say: We are inspired by others to live as Jesus wants us to. We also have
the power to inspire others. First, we must know what Jesus’ way means.

✦ Have your child complete Testing Your Strength independently.

✦ Have your child complete Find the Truth Statements on page 71.

✦ Have your child complete Sacraments of Initiation independently.
(Question 1: Jesus acts in us in the sacraments. Through them, we receive
grace and his life that he won for us. By word and sign, he helps us at
certain high points of our journey. Question 2: Baptism gives us the right to
the other sacraments. Confirmation confirms what happened at Baptism.
At the Eucharist, we celebrate the death and rising that made Baptism
possible. We are strengthened to live out the commitment of Baptism
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Chapter 9 

and Confirmation. Question 3: See the list A Flood of Gifts on page 63 
of your child’s book.)

✦ Have your child complete Rite Order and Sign Readers independently.

Celebrating PAGES 72–73

✦ Remind your child that you are finished with Unit 1: Jesus Christ the Way.
Say: You have seen how Jesus is a friend who loves us and continually
invites us to know him better. He invites us to go with him to the Father.

✦ Say: You have heard his invitation repeatedly, and now it’s up to you to
decide what to do about it.

✦ Say: We will join together in prayer to reflect on what Jesus means to
each of us.

✦ Together, choose opening and closing songs for the celebration and decide
which parts each of you will read aloud on pages 72 and 73.

✦ Begin Celebrating Jesus the Way. Allow sufficient time for periods of
personal reflection.

Acting PAGE 74

✦ Ask for your child’s reaction to the prayer celebration.

✦ Have your child complete Word Puzzle About Jesus on page 74
independently. When he or she is finished writing the clues to the words in
the puzzle, use the list to quiz your child on the definitions.

✦ Have your child make a poster that calls people to follow Jesus. The slogan
may be based on popular commercials.

✦ Direct your child to research on the Internet someone who is a Christian
witness. He or she could prepare a written or oral report on that person.

✦ Make a family scrapbook called “The Lord.” Place in the scrapbook favorite
poems, picture stories, and holy cards of Jesus. Keep the scrapbook in a
place where your family can read it, such as a prayer corner.

✦ Play “To Tell the Truth.” Take turns claiming to be a certain person (such
as Peter). The other person can ask five yes-or-no questions about your
identity, to which you must answer truthfully. If the person guesses the
identity correctly, he or she chooses the next person to ask questions about.
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Chapter 9 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 75–76

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 75. Say: Jesus

is the way, the truth, and the life. Ask: Where does he take you? Do you
listen? How does he live in you? Allow time for reflection.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Ask: How does

light symbolize the work of disciples? (Jesus leads us from the darkness
of sin into God’s light. Disciples follow his example and lead others to God.)

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question. Remind your child that he or she can
look up the word Incarnation in the glossary to review the definition.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 76. Ask: How does Saint Vincent
de Paul inspire you to be more like Jesus?

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask: How can your support of charities like the Society of St. Vincent de

Paul help people in need?

✦ Lead your child in a prayer inspired by the Society of St. Vincent de Paul:
Lord Jesus, you who willed to become poor, give us eyes and a heart
directed toward those who are poor; help us recognize you in them—in
their thirst, their hunger, their loneliness, and their misfortune. Amen.
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Chapter 12 

CHAPTER 12  Penance and Anointing 
of the Sick

Centering 
✦ Ask: Who would you go to for help if you were having problems in

school or feeling down? [Pause.] Why did you choose these people?

✦ Write the word healer. Ask: What comes to mind when you hear or see this
word? Would you consider the people you chose to be healers? Why?

✦ Say: You have seen how Jesus worked miracles to heal people. Today
you will learn about Jesus’ ministry of healing and how you are called
to heal.

Sharing PAGE 95

✦ Read aloud the chapter title and have your child read silently the opening
section on page 95. Ask: How was Jesus a healer? (He healed the world
of sin, and he heals us, body and soul. Jesus healed through miracles.)
How does Jesus heal today? (in the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the
Anointing of the Sick, other sacraments, acts of charity, and prayer)

✦ Have your child read aloud Healing of Spirit. Discuss your responses to the
questions at the end of the section.

Sharing PAGE 96

✦ Have your child read aloud Healing of Forgiveness on page 96. When
parables are cited, you may choose to read them from the New Testament
or tell them in your own words. Ask: How do we know that God wants to
forgive us? (Jesus instituted a sacrament for the forgiveness of sins. He told
his disciples to forgive in his name. His parables show his forgiveness.)

✦ Ask: What part of the parable of the lost son do you like best?

✦ Ask: How does the Sacrament of Reconciliation help sinners? (Their sins
are forgiven. They receive the grace to change and follow Christ closely.
They also receive a sign that the Christian community forgives them.)

✦ How would you define reconciliation? (Reconciliation is a process. It is
about rebuilding trust, showing how you feel about the wrong you have
done, healing wants, strengthening friendships, and turning your whole
life over to God as you turn away from sin.)

✦ Say: There are three rites, or ways, that we celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation: Individual Reception; the Rite for Several Penitents with
Individual Confession and Absolution; the Rite for Several Penitents
with General Confession and Absolution. All three rites have the same
elements that are the basis of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
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Chapter 12 

✦ Say: Read silently Receiving God’s Forgiveness and circle the
keywords that define the elements of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
(contrition—true sorrow; confession—telling your sins; penance—prayer, act
of self-denial, or a work of charity; absolution—pardon)

✦ Say: We need to be sorry for our sins so that we can be forgiven. The
priest is bound to secrecy. All mortal sins must be confessed.

✦ Direct your child to turn to the Sacrament Chart on page 212. Have your
child read silently the summary for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Sharing PAGE 97

✦ Have your child read silently Mending Relationships and Healing of Body
on page 97 and answer the questions. Ask: Do you think the love and
concern shown by others helped Lisa recover more quickly? Science has
acknowledged the importance of positive mental attitudes, faith, and
love for regaining health.

✦ Have your child read aloud A Gift for the Suffering and complete the
activity. Ask: How is the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick a gift?
(It strengthens and comforts people who are seriously sick, grants them
forgiveness, and may restore them to health.)

✦ Say: The Rite of Anointing and Pastoral Care of the Sick stresses
caring for the sick as a means of witnessing to Christ and being
Christian healers.

Sharing PAGE 98

✦ Have your child read silently The Anointing of the Sick on page 98. Say:
Whenever people are seriously ill, they may receive the Anointing of the
Sick and continue to do so as their illness progresses.

✦ Have your child read silently Food for the Journey. Discuss the questions.

✦ Have your child read aloud The Gift of Healing and discuss the questions.

✦ Have your child read silently the summary for the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick in the Sacrament Chart on page 212.

Acting PAGES 99–100

✦ Help your child assemble the Reconciliation booklet from the pullout
section in the back of his or her book. Say: You can use your booklet
whenever you celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

✦ Read the Chapter 12 Summary on page 99 together. Have your child write
his or her conversation in the reflection notebook. Then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 100 independently.
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Chapter 12 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 101–102

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 101. Say:

As an ambassador for Christ, you are called to help people build their
relationships with Jesus and one another.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Ask: How does the

Sacrament of Reconciliation heal us? (It mends our broken relationship
with God, with the Church, and with one another.)

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Visiting those who are sick
is a Corporal Work of Mercy. Comforting and consoling one another are
examples of the Spiritual Works of Mercy.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 102. Ask: Can you think of
a modern-day hero like Saint Francis of Assisi who inspires people
to follow Christ? [Help your child think of people who model works
of mercy.]

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Say: Saint Francis said, “For what a man is before God, that he is and

nothing more.” Ask: What do you think this means? (People are not
defined by their disability; all people are loved by God.)

✦ Ask your child to write a prayer asking God for the grace to use his or her
abilities to serve as an ambassador for Christ.
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Chapter 20 

CHAPTER 20 The Eucharist

Centering 
✦ Show a souvenir to your child. Ask: Why do we enjoy souvenirs? (They

help us relive an experience or remember a person who is no longer
with us.)

✦ Say: Jesus wanted to leave us with more than a remembrance, more than
a souvenir. He wanted to remain with us. Ask: How did he do this? (He
gave us the Sacrament of the Eucharist.)

✦ Say: In the last lesson, you learned that Jesus won eternal life for
us by his suffering. Today you will learn how we participate in his
saving actions.

Sharing PAGE 163

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and The Way We Celebrate on
page 163. Discuss his or her answer to the question.

✦ Have your child read silently More Than a Memory. Ask: Why is the
Eucharist a tremendous gift? (It is a way Jesus remains with us. He teaches
us. He offers his life for us, and he nourishes us. He unites us with himself
and with one another. It is a sign of his permanent love for us.)

✦ Ask: Why is the Eucharist the heart of the Christian life? (Jesus offers his
life for us, nourishes us, and makes us one.)

✦ Ask: What does it mean to call Jesus a mediator? (A mediator is a
go-between who settles conflicts between two opposing parties. Jesus
goes between us and the Father. Through him, we are reconciled with
the Father.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the first two paragraphs of Meals That
Made History. Ask: How is the Passover meal like the Eucharist? (It
commemorates God’s saving action. It is an act of worship and builds
the community.)

✦ Have your child complete the activity in this section. Read aloud
Mark 6:30–44.

✦ Have your child read aloud the last paragraph of this section on page 164.
Ask: Why did many of the disciples leave Jesus? (What he said sounded
outrageous.)

Sharing PAGE 164

✦ Have your child read aloud The Last Supper on page 164. Ask: What do the
sacrifice on Calvary and the Eucharistic Liturgy have in common? (The
same sacrifice that Christ offered on Calvary is sacramentally made present
and offered for us and with us at each Eucharist.)

Christ Our Life AT-HOME EDITION

©
 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.
 

W
14

89

www.christourlife.com Grade 7



Chapter 20 

✦ Have your child read silently A New Covenant. Ask: What is a
covenant? (an agreement between God and humanity) Say: At the sacrifice
of the Eucharist, Jesus is both priest and victim. As the priest, he is the
one doing the offering. As the victim, he is the one who is offered.

✦ Have your child read aloud A Thanksgiving Meal and answer the question.

✦ Have your child read aloud The Liturgy of the Word. Review the parts of
the Liturgy of the Word [Readings, Responsorial Psalm, Alleluia verse,
Gospel, Profession of Faith, Prayer of the Faithful] using the readings from
the upcoming Sunday as examples.

Sharing PAGES 165–166

✦ Have your child read aloud The Liturgy of the Eucharist on page 165.

✦ Distribute a missalette to your child. Have him or her read silently He
Takes Bread, He Gives Thanks, He Offers Himself, and Jesus Gives Himself
to Us on pages 165–166. Have your child use the missalette as he or she
reads and works.

✦ Ask: How do we prepare for the Eucharist before coming to the liturgy?
(For one hour prior to reception, we fast from food and liquid, except water
and medicine.)

✦ Have your child read silently the remaining section of page 166.

✦ Draw three circles on a sheet of paper. Ask: How do you respond in
prayer after receiving Jesus? (praise him, thank him, tell him our needs)
Write “you” in the first circle. Ask: What does Jesus do at Communion?
(shares his life with us, strengthens us, changes us) Write “Jesus” in the
center circle. Ask: What happens to members of the community during
the reception of Communion? (We are drawn closer to one another and
become one with Christ and with others.) Write “community” in the third
circle. Draw lines connecting all three circles.

✦ Ask: How do we live out the Eucharistic celebration after we have been
sent out like the apostles at the dismissal of the Mass. (We are more
aware of needs, more able to serve. We bring the Good News to all.)

✦ Ask: What prayer of praise and thanks follows the Preface? (Holy, Holy,
Holy/Preface Acclamation) For whom do we pray during the Eucharistic
Prayer? (the Church on earth, those who have died, and everyone)

✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Acting PAGES 167–168

✦ Read the Chapter 20 Summary on page 167 together, then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 168 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.
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Chapter 20 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 169–170

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 169. Say: As

Catholics, we understand the need to nourish our soul frequently with
the real food of Jesus’ Body and Blood in the Eucharist.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: During the

Liturgy of the Word, we hear Jesus teach us what the Father wants us
to know.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Jesus is truly present in the
Eucharist. We witness the miracle of transubstantiation through the eyes
of faith.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 170. Say: We too are called to live
simple lives. Ask: What are some aspects of your life like Saint Isidore’s?
Discuss your child’s response.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask: How can you make a difference in getting food to hungry people?

(I can volunteer at a food pantry; I can participate in a food drive.)

✦ Challenge your child to help feed those who are hungry. Ask: How does
feeding those who are hungry show that you are a disciple of Christ? (by
showing love for our neighbors; it’s what Jesus would do; it’s a Corporal
Work of Mercy)
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Chapter 24 

CHAPTER 24  Matrimony and 
Holy Orders

Centering
✦ Read aloud the chapter title.

✦ Ask: How are the following preparing you for adulthood: doing chores?
(prepares a person for responsibility and for owning a home) Belonging to
a sports team? (prepares a person to make choices, work with others, use
self-control, work toward a goal) Going to school? (prepares a person for a
profession; helps a person grow intellectually)

✦ Say: You have learned what it means to be courageous witnesses and
members of the community of love, the Church. Today you will consider
two ways people are called to serve God.

Sharing PAGE 195

✦ Have your child read aloud What Do I Do? on page 195. Ask: How is your
life like a puzzle?

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of Your Life Call and the
Scripture passage.

✦ Ask: How do you know if a person is holy? Say: Part of being holy is
loving our neighbor. (Leviticus 19:18) Ask: Who is the holiest person who
ever lived? (Jesus)

✦ Have your child finish reading this section silently. Ask: How can you
respond to God’s call right now? (develop my talents so I can serve others
better; witness to God’s love in my family and with my friends)

✦ Say: Each way of life has its joy and pain. Each challenges a person to
discover and develop his or her talents. Each offers opportunity to grow
in holiness and to bring people to the kingdom through loving service.

✦ Ask: How can a lay Catholic sometimes influence others more than an
ordained person or a religious? (A lay Catholic can bring Christ’s values
to places where ordained people and religious are not present. Lay people
may have more influence over their peers.)

✦ Ask: Should a normal young person, who has faults and gets into
trouble, consider becoming a priest, a deacon, or a religious? (Yes.) Why?
(Priests, deacons, and religious are human. They are sinners like everyone
else and desire to serve God.)

✦ Have your child read silently Call to Single Life and complete the activity.

✦ Say: Some people choose the single life. Others are single because they
are not yet married, are widowed, are separated from their spouse, or
have family responsibilities.
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Chapter 24 

Sharing PAGE 196

✦ Have your child read and complete Call to Married Life on page 196.

✦ Have your child read silently A Covenant of Love. Ask: What do you
remember about covenants? (God made covenants with Abraham, Noah,
Moses, and the Israelites. Jesus instituted the new covenant in his blood.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the definition of Matrimony from the Glossary.
Say: As Christ is faithful to his Church, so are husbands and wives
called to be faithful to their marriage partners.

✦ Have your child read silently Covenant Fidelity. Ask: What is Christian
marriage founded on? (the sacredness of human life and the family)

✦ Have your child read aloud the questions in Before Marrying. Ask: What
does it mean to be ready for marriage? (You realize what marriage means.
You can assume the responsibilities of it.)

Sharing PAGE 197

✦ Have your child read silently Mission to Love on page 197. Ask: How can
the family live out its mission of serving, worshiping, and evangelizing?

✦ Have your child read silently Call to Priesthood and Diaconate. Ask: What
are the characteristics of an ordained minister? Say: An order is a type
of ordained ministry in the Church. Ask: What orders are included in
the Sacrament of Holy Orders? (deacons, priests, bishops) Who is the
bishop of our diocese? Who is our parish priest? Help your child find the
answers if he or she doesn’t know the names.

✦ Ask: What are the three roles of a priest? (a leader in proclaiming God’s
Word, a mediator in the sacraments, a servant of the Church)

Sharing PAGE 198

✦ Have your child read silently Call to Religious Life on page 198. Ask: What
do all religious have in common? (prayer, community life, vows)

✦ Say: When an individual answers God’s call to enter religious life, he
or she joins a community. The members pray together, share means
together, and build friendships with one another. They encourage one
another to live per the Gospel and serve the needs of the Church.

✦ Say: By the vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience, the religious
dedicate their whole lives to God and living as Jesus lived.

✦ Have your child read silently Listen. Then lead in prayer using A Moment
with Jesus.

Acting PAGES 199–200

✦ Read the Chapter 24 Summary on page 199 together, then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 200 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.
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Chapter 24 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 201–202

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 201. Say: The

Sacrament of Matrimony and the Sacrament of Holy Orders ask people
to put God at the center of their lives.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: God is always

with us. Sometimes we have to slow down, quiet ourselves, and be still
to recognize God’s presence.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and ask: How do deacons, priests,
and bishops serve the Church? (They administer the sacraments and teach
the truths of the faith.)

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 202. Say: Saint John Leonardi’s
story tells us that one well-lived life can make a difference to God and
to others.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask your child to consider a vocation as a priest or a religious brother or

sister. Ask: Where is your call to holiness leading you?

✦ Pray aloud: O God, your Son, Jesus, told us the harvest is ready, but
the laborers are few. May your Holy Spirit inspire men and women to
continue his mission. May this same Spirit make known your will for
my life.
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