
Chapter 5 

CHAPTER 5 The Early Life of Jesus

Centering 
✦ Play Christmas carols as your child writes about what Christmas means to

him or her in his or her reflection notebook.

✦ Say: You learned that knowing the culture of the Gospels helps
understand them. Today you will see that knowing the intentions of the
Evangelists helps too.

Sharing PAGE 35

✦ Have your child read aloud the first two paragraphs on page 35. Ask:
Which feast is greater—Christmas or Easter? (Easter) Why? (because
Jesus’ Resurrection gave meaning to his whole life)

✦ Have your child finish reading silently this section.

✦ Ask: What do we call the Gospel stories of Jesus’ birth? (Infancy
Narratives) What do they tell us? (who Jesus was for Christians) What is
the value of studying the Infancy Narratives? (They are God’s Word and
hold a message for us.)

✦ Have your child read aloud Mini-Gospels. Ask: What message is
proclaimed in many ways in the Infancy Narratives? (Jesus is Lord, the
Son of God who saved us.)

Sharing PAGE 36

✦ Read aloud the directions for An Album of Jesus on page 36. Take turns
reading aloud the passage and think of a title for the pictures together.
(1. Annunciation, 2. Joseph’s Dream, 3. Visitation, 4. Birth of Jesus, 5. Visit
of the Magi, 6. Flight into Egypt, 7. Presentation, 8. Finding Jesus in Temple)

✦ Have your child complete Gospel Truths independently. Invite your child to
share his or her answers. (a. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7; b. 1, 2, 3; c. 1–5, 7, 8; d. 1, 2, 8; e. 1; f. 5,
7; g. 4, 6; h. 4, 6, 7; i. 3, 4)

✦ Discuss Mary’s journeys. Have your child use the Map of Palestine from the
back of his or her book. Retrace Mary’s journey, recalling the key events of
the Infancy Narratives—starting at Nazareth, to Judea, back to Nazareth,
and from Nazareth to Bethlehem, to Jerusalem, to Egypt, to Nazareth, and
to Jerusalem.

✦ Ask: What does Mary’s journey show us? (events of the Infancy Narratives)

Sharing PAGE 37

✦ Have your child read silently Mary, a Listener on page 37 and answer the
question. Discuss your child’s response.
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Chapter 5 

✦ Call attention to the word doctrines. Say: The Immaculate Conception
refers to Mary’s conception, not Jesus’. From the first moment of her
existence, her conception, Mary was always in the state of grace. God
was always with her. Sin never separated her from God.

✦ Say: Some Protestants think that Mary had other children after Jesus
because the Gospels refer to Jesus’ brothers. Catholics translate brothers
to mean “relatives.” We believe that Mary was always a virgin and that
Jesus’ birth was miraculous—through the power of the Holy Spirit.

✦ Say: Unlike the rest of us, who have to wait until the end of the world
for the resurrection of the body, Mary was taken up to heaven body and
soul. This is called the Assumption. No one knows if Mary underwent
death as we do.

✦ Have your child read aloud A Modern Mary. Ask: How do Rosemary’s
attitudes resemble Mary’s? (She listened to and trusted God’s word.)

Sharing PAGE 38

✦ Have your child read aloud Honoring Mary on page 38. Ask: Why does the
Church honor Mary? (She is the new Eve. She obeyed God with her whole
heart and soul.)

✦ Ask: Why was Mary important to the people of the Middle Ages? (She
was a tender, caring mother who helped them into heaven.) What are
some titles given to Mary? (Mother of Mercy, Queen of Heaven, Refuge
of Sinners)

✦ Have your child read aloud Our Lady of Guadalupe. Ask: What else do
you know about Our Lady of Guadalupe? (She is the Patroness of the
Americas. Her feast is celebrated on December 12.)

✦ Have your child read aloud Our Lady of Lourdes. Ask: What other
apparitions of Mary do you know? (Fatima, Miraculous Medal)

✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Acting PAGES 39–40

✦ Read the Chapter 5 Summary on page 39 together, then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 40 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.

✦ Have your child pretend to be Saint Joseph and tell the events of the
Infancy Narratives from his point of view.

✦ Have your child research and present how other Christians around the
world celebrate Christmas. Encourage him or her to use different sources.

✦ Have your child make a diorama of a scene from an Infancy Narrative.
Tell your child to cut out figures. Be sure the figures can be glued so they
can stand up in the bottom of a box.
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Chapter 5 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 41–42

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 41. Ask: What

does “God’s favor was upon him” suggest? (that God loved Jesus and gave
him grace)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: We tell the

story of Jesus’ birth over and over and celebrate it at Christmas. The
belief that Jesus is fully human and fully divine is central to our faith.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Mary said yes to God with
her life. Ask: How do you say yes to God?

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 42. Say: Juan Diego did not
believe he was worthy to meet the Mother of God. When called,
however, he responded.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Challenge your child to find ways he or she can offer support for children

in need through a social service agency. [Read Matthew 19:13–14.] Say:
Through our service to others, we bring Jesus’ love into the world.

✦ Lead your child in praying the Hail Mary for the care and protection of
children and mothers everywhere.
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Chapter 19

CHAPTER 19 Opposition to Jesus

Centering
✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and the introductory

paragraph on page 155. Ask: How does faith help you in times of joy and
sorrow? (In joy, we become aware of God’s power and goodness. In sorrow,
faith helps us believe that God is with us to bring good out of our sorrow.)

✦ Say: The life of grace you learned about in the last lesson is given to
us because of the sufferings of Jesus. Today you will learn about the
sufferings Jesus endured for us.

Sharing PAGE 155

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of Glory Through Suffering
on page 155. Ask: What does Isaiah indicate will be the result of Jesus’
suffering? (He will have glory, and many will be redeemed.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the rest of this section. Ask: Why would it be
hard for the apostles to understand that Jesus would suffer on the Cross?
(They followed him as the Messiah. They had seen his miracles. Crowds
flocked to hear him. He was innocent.)

✦ Ask: How was the Cross part of Jesus’ glory? (Through his Death, he
would rise. The Cross was the means of our redemption.)

✦ Read aloud the account of the Transfiguration from your family Bible
(Matthew 17:1–8). Ask: What happened to Jesus? (Jesus was transfigured.
His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light.) How
did the event confirm the disciples’ faith? (It showed them the glory of
Jesus. They heard the Father’s words of approval. The presence of Moses
and Elijah discussing the Passion indicated that it had to be so. Moses
represented the Law, and Elijah represented the prophets.)

✦ Have your child read silently Faith Builders and complete the activity.
Say: Some religious leaders felt threatened by Jesus’ criticism of their
hypocrisy and by his conviction that he was sent by God. They were
closed to Jesus’ message, and they tried to get others to reject him.

Sharing PAGE 156

✦ Have your child read aloud the first two paragraphs of A Wall of
Opposition on page 156. Have your child read aloud each Scripture
reference and complete the exercise. Have your child finish reading
the section.

✦ Ask: What role did the raising of Lazarus play in Jesus’ struggle? (It
united the opposition and caused Jesus’ Death.)
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Chapter 19 

Sharing PAGE 157

✦ Have your child read aloud Man Dead Four Days Lives! on page 157 as a
news announcer would read it.

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of From Death to Life. Read
aloud the raising of Lazarus in John 11:1–53 and have your child answer
the questions.

✦ Call on your child to read aloud the last paragraph of this section. Ask:
How does the Church remember Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem?
(We celebrate Passion, or Palm Sunday, a week before Easter. A ritual of
blessing palms and a procession may precede the Mass.)

Sharing PAGE 158

✦ Have your child read silently A Dead End? on page 158. Say: Circle the
view of death that is similar to your own.

✦ Ask: What did the miracle of the raising of Lazarus show? (Jesus has
power over physical life and death. He proclaimed he was the source
of eternal life.) How did Jesus change death? (He died willingly and
obediently. Death became a doorway leading to happiness with God.)

✦ Have your child read silently The Christian Views Death. Say: As we grow
in hope, we rely on God for strength to face difficulties. As we grow in
love, we become less selfish. Through death, we offer our final act of
giving and enter the kingdom of total love.

✦ Ask: What is a Christian response to death? (final yes to God, offering our
lives as Jesus did, willingly and obediently)

✦ Ask: Which of the ways a Christian looks at death appeals to you most?

✦ Say: A Christian has help in facing death. The Eucharist puts us in touch
with Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, our hope for resurrection. Through
prayer, we unite our desires with God’s will, an attitude that prepares us
to accept death. The New Testament nourishes our faith with references
to eternal life.

✦ Have your child read aloud When Someone You Love Dies. Ask: As a
Christian, what hope can you cling to when a loved one dies? (Someday
you will be together again in glory.) How do members of the faith
community help one another when someone dies? (by praying, by being
present, by witnessing to their faith in eternal life, by expressing sympathy)

✦ Lead your child to prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Acting PAGES 159–160

✦ Read the Chapter 19 Summary on page 159 together, then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 160 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.
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Chapter 19 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 161–162

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 161. Say:

Through the eyes of faith, we find evidence of God everywhere.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Ask: What does the

Paschal Mystery teach us? (Suffering can lead to salvation.)

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Jesus chose to suffer with
us because he loves us. Through his suffering, he brought God’s love to
us all.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 162. Say: Paul Miki and his
companions had to walk 300 miles through the snow and freezing rain.
They preached the Good News of Christ along the way.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask your child to think about what it means to be a missionary. Ask: How

do you welcome people who witness the Gospel into your life?

✦ Encourage your child to be a missionary by making works of art that
proclaim his or her faith. Invite your child to share the art with other
family members.
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Chapter 21 

CHAPTER 21 Jesus’ Final Hours

Centering 
✦ Show your child a seed and a plant. Ask: How do these two objects reflect

the pattern of death to new life found in nature? (The seed is buried in
the ground and appears to be dead, but then it grows into a plant.)

✦ Say: You have learned how Jesus provided the Eucharist as a means for
us to participate in his Paschal Mystery. Today you will reflect on the
first two aspects of this mystery: his suffering and Death.

Sharing PAGE 171

✦ Read aloud the chapter title and have your child read silently The Good in
Goodbye on page 171. Have your child answer the questions and discuss
his or her answers.

✦ Say: Jesus’ suffering was different from our suffering. He did not have
to suffer for his own sins, and he did not suffer to be rid of his own
selfishness. Jesus freely chose to suffer.

✦ Say: Jesus’ suffering was like ours because of the Incarnation, Jesus’
human birth. He suffered in his humanity, not in his divinity.

✦ Ask: Why did Jesus sacrifice his comfort, his life, and his reputation?
(He loved his Father and us. In choosing to suffer, he fulfilled God’s plan
that all people be saved.)

✦ Ask: What are some ways that you respond to pain and suffering?
(crying, fighting, throwing a temper tantrum, giving up, taking various
medications)

✦ Ask: How did Jesus respond to his suffering? (He was overwhelmed, but
he accepted it.)

✦ Say: We can respond firmly to people and stand up for our rights
without violence like Jesus, who spoke the truth and acted courageously.
It is harder to respond in this way than to ignore the situation, get
revenge, or give up.

✦ Have your child read aloud the Scripture passage John 12:24 and Jesus’
Passion. Ask: Why is Jesus called the Lamb of God? (He offered himself
to the Father. He was the perfect sacrifice.) What are some of the events
included in Jesus’ passion? (Last Supper, plot of leaders, Judas’s treason,
arrest of Jesus, the trials, Crucifixion, Death)
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Chapter 21 

Sharing PAGE 172

✦ Have your child read silently His Source of Strength and Our Response
on page 172. Ask: Where did Jesus find the strength to keep going and
giving? (in prayer, in union with his Father) How can we find meaning in
our suffering? (realizing that we share in the Father’s saving plan; that our
suffering is united with that of Jesus for the redemption of the world)

✦ Have your child read aloud Obituary. Say: Crucifixion was a disgraceful
form of punishment used mainly for slaves and foreigners. Roman
citizens were beheaded, which was considered more humane. Crucified
people died of asphyxiation. On the cross, they had to push up with their
legs to breathe. Eventually they became too weak to push themselves up,
and they suffocated.

✦ Have your child turn to pages 239–240. Explain the Stations of the Cross.
Say: The 14 stations represent moments of suffering in the story of
Jesus’ Passion. A person walks from station to station while praying
and thinking about Jesus’ passion. Each station may be represented by
a wooden cross alone or with a picture or statue. The closing prayer,
sometimes included as the 15th station, reflects on the Resurrection
of Jesus.

✦ Ask: What might we realize from praying the Stations of the Cross? (how
much Jesus has suffered for love of us; how evil sin is because it leads to so
much pain and suffering, how we can unite our suffering with Jesus)

Sharing PAGES 173–174

✦ Lead your child to prayer using A Moment with Jesus on page 173.

✦ Have your child read aloud Free to Love. Say: Jesus lived a life of love for
the Father and for others. Jesus’ followers must also learn to live their
lives in this way. This is a lifetime project.

✦ Have your child read aloud A Lifetime Project. Ask: How does God help
you with every decision yet leave you free to choose? (God gives you
guidance and grace for each decision but never forces you to do what
is right.)

✦ Have your child read silently After Death, Then What? and The End of the
World on page 174. Discuss your child’s answers to the questions from The
Last Things.

✦ Have your child read silently A Thief Enters Heaven and complete the
activity. Say: Jesus offers forgiveness up to the moment of a person’s death.

Acting PAGES 175–176

✦ Read the Chapter 21 Summary on page 175 together. Have your child write
his or her answer from the Respond activity in the reflection notebook. Then
have your child complete the Review Activities on page 176 independently.
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Chapter 21 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 177–178

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 177. Say: Jesus

knows that we face many challenges and difficulties because of sin. Ask:
What did he do to save us from sin? (He sacrificed his own life for us.)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Jesus’ parables

tell us about the Kingdom of Heaven. He began his earthly ministry by
preaching that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: We walk the way of Jesus to
eternal life with him.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 178. Say: Despite the centuries of
persecution, the Catholic Church in Vietnam is alive today because of
people like Saint Andrew Dung-Lac.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask your child to make a list of things he or she does because of faith,

such as listening to parents, being kind to all people, and paying attention
during the Mass. Ask: How do these actions proclaim your faith
to others?

✦ Encourage your child to demonstrate his or her faith by celebrating the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
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Chapter 22 

CHAPTER 22 The Victory of Jesus

Centering
✦ Guide your child in imagining what heaven might be like. Say: We are

going to use our imaginations to picture what is ahead for us in eternal
life. Close your eyes and imagine that you are in heaven. What does it
look like? [Pause.] Sound like? [Pause.] What is going on around you?
[Pause.]

✦ Say: Now imagine that you have a chance to return to Earth and visit.
[Pause.] Open your eyes and write in your reflection notebook what you
would tell your family, your best friend, or a stranger about heaven.

✦ Have your child complete the activity I Believe on page 179.

✦ Say: In the last lesson, you saw that Jesus died, as we all must die.
Today you will learn the events that followed Jesus’ Death and how
they changed our lives forever. You will study the basis for our belief in
eternal life—the Resurrection.

Sharing PAGE 179

✦ Read aloud the chapter title and have your child read aloud the first
two paragraphs of He Is Risen on page 179. Ask: Who witnessed the
Resurrection? (no one) Why do you think the Gospel versions of the
Resurrection do not agree? (They were written sometime after Jesus’
Death and Resurrection and were based on oral tradition. They were not
written as proofs, but to proclaim that Jesus had risen.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the directions for the activity in He Is Risen,
continuing on page 180, and complete the activity.

✦ Ask: If you were in Jerusalem right after Jesus’ Death, how would
you describe the mood of the people? (They were discouraged and
disappointed because they had believed Jesus was the Messiah. The
apostles were defeated and sad over the loss of their friend and leader.)
How do you think the news that Jesus had risen from the dead changed
the mood of different groups of people? (The soldiers were afraid; the
women disciples were excited; the apostles were amazed and thrilled.)

Sharing PAGE 180

✦ Have your child read silently Jesus Glorified on page 180 and Luke 24:36–43
from your family Bible. Ask: What did Jesus give us by his Death and
Resurrection? (a share in his eternal life) When would the disciples
understand fully who Jesus is? (at Pentecost)

✦ Have your child read aloud Luke 24:1–11. Ask: What do you imagine
the women felt when they heard the angel’s words and returned from
the tomb?
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Chapter 22 

✦ Have your child read aloud The Risen Jesus. Ask: What do you imagine
the women felt when they told the apostles what they saw and heard?
Whom else did Jesus appear to? (two disciples on the road to Emmaus)
How did they finally recognize Jesus? (when he broke the bread)

Sharing PAGE 181

✦ Have your child read aloud The Risen Jesus and Believers on page 181.
Say: People who met the risen Jesus had these convictions: Jesus was the
Son of God; they must tell the world about him; his followers will have
eternal life. Ask: What quality did all the people who saw Jesus have in
common? (faith)

✦ Have your child read silently We Experience the Risen Jesus. Ask: How do
all Christians share Christ’s Death and Resurrection? (through Baptism)
In what three ways do we encounter the risen Lord? (in the Eucharist,
Scripture, and the faith community)

✦ Say: Jesus was present in the first Christians’ minds and hearts in these
three ways as well. They began to act more like Jesus.

✦ Have your child read aloud Signs That He Is with Us.

✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Sharing PAGE 182

✦ Have your child read silently Ascension: Jesus Is Lord on page 182 and
answer the questions. Ask: What do you think is meant by “the right
hand of the Father”? (a special place of God’s goodness and power.)

✦ Have your child read aloud Missioned to Make a Difference! Allow time
for your child to look up and copy the Scripture verse. Ask your child to
read aloud the verse.

✦ Ask: What was going to happen to the apostles when they received the
Holy Spirit? (They would become “other Christs” in the world.)

✦ Say: No matter what our age, talents, or circumstances, we, too, are to
be witnesses. Ask: What does it mean to say “Actions speak louder than
words”? (They show that the words we speak are true.)

✦ Say: Jesus wants us to love others. Sometimes by being kind to difficult
people, we can help them become loving and caring.

Acting PAGES 183–184

✦ Read the Chapter 22 Summary on page 183 together. Then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 184 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.

Christ Our Life AT-HOME EDITION

©
 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.
 

W
14

89

www.christourlife.com Grade 7



Chapter 22 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 185–186

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 185. Say:

Following Jesus is not easy, but for disciples of Christ, victory is assured.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: We find

evidence of Jesus’ Resurrection in Scripture, in the sacraments, in the
lives of the saints, and even in one another.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Sacramentals are meant to
remind us of the hope we have in Christ’s promises.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 186. Say: The book The Story of a
Soul is a memoir of Saint Thérèse’s spiritual journey.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask: How can you use your gifts and talents to praise God? (singing in

the choir; comforting those who suffer)

✦ Pray with your child Take, Lord, and Receive, found on the inside back
cover of his or her book.
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Chapter 23 

CHAPTER 23 Alive with the Spirit

Centering 
✦ Ask: What are some events in your life that gave you the courage

and strength to stand up for what you believe? (defending someone
or something you believe in; refusing to share your homework or test
answers; sacrificing your free time to help a person in need; making an
important decision on your own)

✦ Say: In the last lesson, you learned that the Resurrection changed life
completely for Jesus and his followers. Ask: Can you think of one event
in your life that changed you? (traveling to another country; learning to
ride a bike; playing an instrument; meeting a challenge in sports)

✦ Say: Today you will learn about Pentecost, an event that changed
Jesus’ disciples from being afraid to share Jesus with others to being
courageous witnesses of his life, Death, and Resurrection.

Sharing PAGE 187

✦ Read aloud the chapter title and have your child read aloud the first two
paragraphs of Turning Points on page 187. Ask: How did Helen Keller feel
after she came to know that the letters referred to water? How do you
think her life changed?

✦ Say: Helen spoke of a “strange new sight.” Ask: What do you think
she meant by that? (She felt new understanding; she could “see” with
her mind.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the rest of the section and answer the question.
Discuss his or her answer.

✦ Say: A deep religious experience can be a turning point in a person’s life.
Ask: Do you recall any saints or people in the Bible who were changed
after an encounter with God or another religious experience? (Moses, the
prophets, Paul, Ignatius, and Bernadette)

✦ Say: The Death of Christ, his Resurrection and Ascension, and the
sending of the Spirit on Pentecost form the greatest turning point in all
of salvation history. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, a whole new
era had begun. The apostles and disciples were now able to understand
more deeply all that Jesus had revealed and were empowered to
proclaim this message of salvation to all the world.

✦ Have your child read silently Pentecost: Touched by the Spirit. Ask: Why
do you think the disciples needed help preaching about Jesus? (They
were afraid they would be put to death too.) Take turns reading aloud the
story of Pentecost from Acts of the Apostles 2:1–24 or 2:1–41.
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Chapter 23 

Sharing PAGE 188

✦ Have your child read silently Spirit Alive on page 188 and complete the
activity. Discuss his or her answers.

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of Out of Hiding and
complete the activity. Then have your child read silently the rest of
this section.

Sharing PAGE 189

✦ Have your child read aloud Fearless Followers on page 189. Say: Earlier
we talked about having the courage to stand up for what we believe.
Sometimes it takes courage to refuse something that is wrong.

✦ Ask: When have you had the courage to refuse something that was
wrong or to stand up for something you believed in? You might share
your own experiences.

✦ Have your child read silently Community of Love: The Church. Direct
your child to underline the qualities of a Church community in the third
paragraph. (a common vision—a deep devotion to Jesus Christ, his way
of life, and the Kingdom of God; a concern for people who were poor and
needy; a thirst to spread the Good News; loved one another in Christ)

✦ Take turns reading aloud the Scripture passages from Church Bonds. After
reading the passages, direct your child to complete the exercise.

✦ Ask: What did you think about the description of the early Christian
community? How does our parish compare to these qualities? What if
we changed parish to family? How would our family compare?

Sharing PAGE 190

✦ Have your child read aloud You and the Community of Believers on
page 190. Say: There are signs by which others can see that the Spirit
is alive and active in a person. These are called the Fruits of the
Holy Spirit.

✦ Have your child read silently Fruits of the Holy Spirit and complete the
activity. Go over the answers.

✦ Have your child read silently A Moment with Jesus. Say: Let’s pray the
Prayer to the Holy Spirit on the inside back cover of the book.

Acting PAGES 191–192

✦ Read the Chapter 23 Summary on page 191 together, then have your child
complete the Review Activities on page 192 independently. When he or she
is done, go through his or her work and review any incorrect answers.

✦ Together research agencies in your community that offer services to
those who are poor. Volunteer as a family at one of these organizations.
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Chapter 23 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 193–194

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 193. Say:

When we can love what is true and good, we live in the Holy Spirit and
follow the Spirit.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Ask: When do you

use each Gift of the Holy Spirit?

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and ask: How do we keep the Holy
Spirit in our hearts? (by going to Mass, by praying)

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 194. Say: Two letters in the New
Testament, written by Peter, encourage Christians to remain faithful to
Christ in both faith and conduct, even in the face of persecution.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask: What are some barriers that prevent you from sharing your faith?

(fear of ridicule; not knowing all the facts of my faith; not praying) How
can you overcome this? (trusting God; learning more about my faith;
praying to the Holy Spirit for courage)

✦ Ask your child to compose a prayer to the Holy Spirit that asks for renewal
and guidance. Encourage your child to say this prayer every day.
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