
Chapter 7 

CHAPTER 7 Jacob Is Chosen by God

Centering 
✦ Say: Think about a time when you wanted to do something, but you had

to be chosen in order to do it.

✦ Ask: What did you do to try to get chosen? How did you feel if you were
chosen? How did you feel if you weren’t chosen? What might you have
done differently?

✦ Say: Today you will learn about Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, and how he
was chosen by God.

Sharing PAGE 59

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and the section Sibling Rivalry
on page 59. Ask: What did Rebekah know about her sons even before
they were born? (The younger would play a special role in the life of his
people. He was God’s chosen one.)

✦ Ask: Why was the birthright especially important in Isaac’s family?
(because the one who would receive it would be the new patriarch of
God’s Chosen People) How did Jacob get Esau’s birthright? (Esau traded
it for some food Jacob had cooked. He even made an oath promising Jacob
his birthright.)

Sharing PAGE 60

✦ Have your child complete A Stolen Blessing on page 60. Ask your child
to share his or her answers and then read aloud the last paragraph of
this section.

✦ Ask: How did God feel about Jacob’s deceitful ways? (God was not
pleased, but because he loved Jacob and had chosen him, God used the
situation to bring about good.)

✦ Ask: What good did God bring about? (The promise of the Redeemer
would be passed on through Jacob’s family.)

✦ Say: God still uses divine power in our lives to bring about good, even
from bad situations.

✦ Have your child read silently Jacob’s Dream. Ask: What is Jacob’s ladder?
(a stairway Jacob saw in a dream, which went from the ground to heaven
and had angels going up and down)

✦ Ask: Why did Jacob set up a memorial stone in Bethel? (It was the sacred
place where he dreamed about the ladder and where God revered the
promises made to Abraham.)
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Chapter 7 

Sharing PAGE 61

✦ Have your child read aloud the section More Tricks on page 61. Ask: What
does Jacob’s willingness to work so hard to earn the right to marry
Rachel tell you about how Jacob changed from the beginning of the
story? (He was willing to earn what he wanted rather than to use tricks to
steal what did not belong to him.)

✦ Say: Because the custom was for the groom not to see the bride’s face
until after the marriage ceremony, Laban could trick Jacob into marrying
his older, less attractive daughter, Leah. Ask: After all his hard work,
how do you think that made Jacob feel? (angry, betrayed) What might you
have done in Jacob’s place?

✦ Ask: How do you think Jacob’s experiences helped him become a better
person? (He grew strong through hard work. He learned patience.)

✦ Allow time for your child to read silently Genesis 29:15–30. Then ask: If
Jacob was still afraid of Esau’s anger, why did he leave Laban? (God told
him to return to the land of his father, Isaac.) What does this obedience to
God’s will tell you about Jacob? (He had learned to trust in God.)

✦ Have your child read aloud Jacob Wrestles with God. Check that he or she
looks up Jacob’s reply to the stranger. Ask: What is meant by the 12 tribes
of Israel? (the descendants of each of Jacob’s [Israel’s] sons)

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.

✦ Have your child complete What’s Your Name? and then read aloud the last
two paragraphs.

Sharing PAGE 62

✦ Have your child complete Chosen for Mission on page 62 and share his or
her answers.

✦ Have your child read silently A Chosen Race. Allow time for him or her to
write the answers to the questions in this section. Check these answers and
read aloud the final paragraph.
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Chapter 7 

✦ Have your child read aloud Chosen, Not Perfect. Allow time for your
child to answer the question. Ask: How are we like Jacob? (God chose
Jacob; God chose us. Isaac’s blessing was the sign that Jacob was chosen.
Baptism is a sign that we’ve been chosen.)

✦ Say: As baptized members of the Church, our mission is to walk with
Jesus wherever we go, bringing his message to others. Walking with
Jesus isn’t always easy. However, God wants us to know that we are
never alone. The Holy Spirit is always with us. We are called to be like
Jacob, who knew that he needed God’s blessing to fulfill his mission. We
can pray and ask God to help us. We do God’s work even when it is hard.

Acting PAGES 63–64

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 63 and 64.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 7 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 65–66

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 65. Say: This

passage from the Old Testament helps us understand that we are chosen
by God. As a Chosen People, we are dearly beloved by God.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Through

Baptism, we are named God’s children and enter the Church. We are
called out of darkness into his wonderful light.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and ask: How did Jacob respond to
his trials? (He didn’t give up.)

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 66. Say: Saint Elizabeth’s symbol
is a triple crown—as a member of royalty, as a mother, and as a saint
crowned in heaven. She is the patroness of all Catholic charities.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Encourage your child to follow the example of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary.

Together brainstorm ways you and your child can serve those who are
poor. Encourage your child to solicit help from family members, teachers,
and other volunteers.

✦ Choose one idea from the list to carry out. Together make a plan to serve
the poor. For example, have a food drive in the weeks leading up to
Thanksgiving.
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Chapter 8 

CHAPTER 8  The Israelites Journey 
to Egypt

Centering 
✦ Introduce the concept of Divine Providence. Say: “If you’re in a shipwreck,

hold on to the wreckage.” Ask: What do you think this saying means?
(Even though the boat is broken into pieces, one of those pieces may save
your life.)

✦ Say: Sometimes tragic events can occur in our lives. When something
bad happens, it may seem as if all hope is lost. However, if we trust in
Divine Providence, we can learn to hold on and allow God to lead us to
safety and new life.

✦ Say: God’s protection and guidance in all that happens in our lives is
called Divine Providence. This does not mean that bad things will never
happen to us but that God is with us during difficult times, offering his
guidance. We believe that God can bring good even in the midst of evil.

✦ Say: Today you will see signs of Divine Providence in the life of Joseph,
one of Israel’s youngest sons.

Sharing PAGE 67

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and both sections on page 67.
Then ask your child to underline the sentence that explains Divine
Providence. (God provides for our needs and watches over us.)

Sharing PAGES 68–69

✦ Have your child read aloud A Brother Is Sold on page 68. Discuss the
Recall questions.

✦ Have your child read aloud Envy—A Deadly Sin. Say: Most people
experience feelings of envy at some point in their lives. An initial
response of envy may not be sinful, but it can become sinful if we do not
try to control it—if we allow it to direct our actions and thoughts.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.

✦ Take turns reading aloud Dreams and Wonders in Egypt on pages 68 and 69.
Discuss the Recall questions following this section.
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Chapter 8 

✦ Ask: What special qualities did Joseph have that made him a good
leader? (humble in the use of his power and talents; loyal; honest;
hardworking; devoted to God and God’s laws) How can you show some of
the same leadership qualities in helping those who are poor or who are
in trouble?

✦ Have your child read aloud the Solidarity section on page 69. Ask your
child to recall recent events in the news in which a tragedy or natural
disaster resulted in a generous response from around the world. Point out
that these are examples of people recognizing their solidarity with others.

Sharing PAGE 70

✦ Have your child read aloud the section Hopes and Dreams on page 70. Tell
your child to reflect quietly on what he or she is hoping for most now in
life. Remind your child that to have hope is to have confidence in God’s
loving plan.

✦ Have your child read silently the first part of A Family Reunited. Ask: Why
do you think Joseph’s brothers did not want to bring Benjamin to Egypt?
(They felt guilty over what they had done to Joseph and did not want to
hurt their father more by taking away Benjamin. They were afraid that
Israel would not survive the loss of Benjamin.)

✦ Ask: Why did Joseph first honor Benjamin, then frame him for stealing?
(to see whether his brothers would sacrifice Benjamin; to test his brothers’
loyalty)

Sharing PAGE 71

✦ Have your child finish reading silently A Family Reunited on page 71.
Discuss the Recall questions at the end of the section.

✦ Have your child read aloud Caring for Our Family. Ask your child to
share examples of what he or she can do to contribute to the well-being of
your family.

✦ Say: The story of Joseph in Genesis has two purposes. First, it
demonstrates how God, in providential love, works all events into the
plan of salvation. When Joseph responded to his brothers’ request for
forgiveness, there is one sentence that shows his understanding of God’s
plan. Ask: Which is it? (“Even though you meant to do evil, God planned
that it would bring good.”) Say: Second, the story explains how the
Chosen People came to live and prosper in the land of Egypt.
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Chapter 8 

Sharing PAGE 72

✦ Have your child read aloud Providence in Our Lives on page 72. Say: Look
at the last paragraph. Ask: What are the three steps for growing in trust?
(Think about the things that happen to us and others. Remember that God
loves us and that no matter what happens, God can bring good from it. In
prayer, ask God to help us trust and believe in his plan for our lives.)

✦ Together complete Thy Will Be Done. Then have your child complete the
question at the end of this section. Say: Describe a time when you felt God
taking care of you in a special way.

Acting PAGES 73–74

✦ Say: God brought good things out of the many sufferings and hardships
Joseph endured. Think about a time when God brought good out of
suffering or a difficult situation that you experienced. [Pause.] Thank
God for his loving care.

✦ Invite your child to pray aloud the Lord’s Prayer.

✦ Have your child add Divine Providence to the vocabulary section of his or
her journey log.

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 73 and 74.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 8 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 75–76

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 75. Say:

Divine Providence is God’s caring for all our needs. This psalm relates
to God’s Divine Providence.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: As Catholics,

we hope for good things because we trust God’s plan for our salvation
and well-being. This hope encourages us to do what is good and right.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: We are not alone when
things go wrong. God is always with us.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 76. Say: Tradition tells us the
names of Mary’s parents and that they have been honored by the Church
since the time of the early Christians.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Help your child connect with older generations. Encourage your child to

spend time visiting a senior citizen and hearing stories about his or her life.

✦ Challenge your child to show his or her faith to older people during Mass.
Tell your child to proclaim his or her faith by giving up his or her place in
the pew if there is an older person standing.
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Chapter 9 

CHAPTER 9 Unit 2 Review

Centering 
✦ Say: In this unit, you have seen how the one true God reached out to us

through certain people and made himself known. In this lesson, you
will review some of these people and their stories.

✦ Ask: What is the story of Jacob’s ladder? (One night Jacob dreamed of a
ladder reaching into heaven, with angels going up and down on it. The
Lord stood beside him and renewed the promises made to Abraham.)

✦ Ask: What did Jacob do to mark the place when he awoke? (He set up as
a monument the stone he had used for a pillow.) Say: Because it was a holy
place, we call it a sanctuary. Ask: Where is the sanctuary, the most sacred
spot, in a church? (the area around the altar)

✦ Say: It is good for each of us to have a special place to meet the Lord, a
favorite place for prayer. Going to this place is a sign to God that we are
ready to listen. We know God is present in a special way there. Share
your own favorite place to pray.

✦ Say: Today you will make a stone marker for your own place of prayer.
Together make memorial stones. Decorate smooth, clean stones using
paint, markers, tissue paper, and glue. Instruct your child to include a
word or words that are meaningful to him or her on the stone. Allow time
for the stones to dry and gently coat them with liquid white glue to seal
their designs.

Reviewing PAGES 77–79

✦ Have your child complete Then and Now on page 77. Review his or
her answers.

✦ Write these words on note cards and have your child define each word:
faith—a power to believe in God and all that God has revealed; famine—an
extreme scarcity of food; caravan—a group of people, usually with their
animals, traveling together for safety; Israel—name given to Jacob, the son
of Isaac; tunic—a long, gown-like garment worn as a coat; patriarch—the
father and ruler of a family, tribe, or race; covenant—a solemn agreement
made between God and people; providence—God’s watching over us with
loving care; Canaan—the land to which Abraham was called.

✦ Have your child complete A Scroll Puzzle on page 78.

✦ Take turns reading aloud the descriptions for Family Tree on page 79. Have
your child write the name they think is correct for each.
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Chapter 9 

Celebrating PAGES 80–81

✦ Together select two songs you would like to use in the celebration. The
chosen songs should have the theme of meeting with God, prayer, or
celebrating God’s presence. Guide your child to practice the chosen songs.

✦ Decide which parts each of you will read aloud during the celebration.

✦ Prepare to present your designated memorial stones during the celebration.

✦ Explain the gesture of extending your symbols during prayer.

✦ Say: The altar and the Bible are sacred. God is present there. When you
extend your symbols toward the altar and the Bible, you show a desire to
have the symbols share in the holiness of God.

✦ Guide your child through Celebrating God’s Presence on pages 80 and 81.

Acting PAGE 82

✦ Have your child complete An Encouraging Letter on page 82. Invite your
child to share his or her letter with you.

✦ Have your child read aloud Looking Back at Unit 2.

✦ Have your child complete Living the Message and Planning Ahead.

✦ Begin or continue the Bible Picture Dictionary. Elicit from your child
important words to remember from Unit 2. Ask your child to define and
illustrate each word.

✦ Have your child dramatize an interview with one of the patriarchs. Let
your child choose a patriarch to represent in the interview and prepare
answers to these questions that you will ask: When did God call you? Where
and in what way did God call you? Why did God call you? How did you respond
at first? later? What advice would you give to present-day Christians?

✦ Have your child write a letter to a character from one of the biblical
stories. As an alternative, he or she can write an imaginary letter from one
character to another.
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Chapter 9 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 83–84

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 83. Ask:

What does it say about God to refer to him as an eternal rock? (He is our
foundation; solid; unchanging.)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Sacramentals

can be prayers and blessings as well as objects.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: God made a covenant with
us at Baptism. Our Baptism gives us a new identity—that of a child
of God.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 84. Say: Justin’s written defense
of Christianity gives us insight into the early Church. Around the
year 160, Justin described the Rite of Baptism, which is similar to our
rite today.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Encourage your child to help build community. Ask: What can you do to

help people feel part of your parish? (I can greet them.)

✦ Invite your child to make a welcome poster for the parish.
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Chapter 21

Prophets Prepare 
the Lord’s Way

✦ Say: Before we start the fifth unit of your book, let’s take turns reading
aloud page 182. From time to time, our lives get out of balance if we
place too much emphasis on things such as money, pleasure, power,
popularity, and appearance. Sometimes society can get out of balance.
When this happens, God calls forth prophets to speak his message of
justice in hopes of restoring balance in society.

CHAPTER 21  Elijah and Amos 
Speak for the Lord

Centering PAGE 181

✦ To demonstrate balance, ask your child to pose as a scale with both arms
extended horizontally, palms up. Place objects of similar weight, such as
small books, in each hand and point out how it is easy to keep the “scales”
(arms) balanced. Then place some heavier objects, such as heavy textbooks,
in one hand to show how difficult it is to maintain balance.

✦ Have your child read aloud the unit title on page 181. Then read aloud the
Scripture passage in unison.

Sharing PAGE 183

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and then read silently
the section Prophet—Called to Speak on page 183. Ask your child to
summarize one important fact from this section.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to
pray quietly.

✦ Ask: How did Moses, Samuel, and Nathan fit the description of a
prophet? (Moses was a spokesman who told the people about the Covenant
God wanted to make with them. Samuel thought a king would be bad
for the Israelites, but he realized this was God’s will and anointed a king.
Nathan had to confront King David to tell him that God was displeased
with his sins.)
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Chapter 21 

✦ Have your child read aloud Old Testament Prophets. Say: The prophets
are divided into two groups. Ask: What are they, and what do they
mean? (There are major prophets and minor prophets. The books of the
major prophets are long; those of the minor prophets are shorter.)

Sharing PAGE 184

✦ Have your child read aloud Elijah the Prophet on page 184. Ask: What two
sins of Ahab’s did Elijah speak out against? (injustice and idolatry)

✦ Have your child read silently Amos the Prophet. Allow time for your child
to answer the question at the end of the section. (Seek good . . . that you
may live; Then truly will the Lord . . . be with you . . .)

Sharing PAGE 185

✦ Ask: Why might the prophets be called the “conscience” of Israel? (The
prophets saw clearly the obligations the Israelites had as God’s Chosen
People. They recognized the consequences of the Israelites’ actions.) Say:
Too often the Israelites did not want to listen to the prophets.

✦ Have your child read aloud Chosen by God on page 185. Say: God had
done a lot for the Israelites, but he also expected a lot of them. He
expected them to understand what it meant to love and, therefore, to love
one another more.

✦ Have your child read aloud The Justice of God. Say: Human justice
often gives people only what they earned or deserved. God’s justice is
different. It would give all people what they need to lead truly human
lives. It would give all people a share of the earth’s goods.

✦ Have your child complete the activity Where Is God’s Justice. Ask: How
did these things lead to doom and destruction? (Selfish people who seek
nothing but pleasure forget about important things. They offend others
and make enemies. As more people become poor, weak, or sick, fewer can
contribute to their country or defend it. They are not able to work well, so
less food and lower-quality goods are produced. These things weaken the
whole society.)
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Chapter 21 

Sharing PAGE 186

✦ Have your child read aloud Jesus and Justice and A Modern Prophet on
page 186. Ask your child to name other people who try to bring God’s
justice to the earth.

✦ Have your child read aloud Called to Social Justice. Ask: What is social
justice? (a state in which people live together in love and follow Jesus’
example) What is the difference between the corporal works of mercy
and the spiritual works of mercy? (Corporal works of mercy meet physical
needs. Spiritual works of mercy meet the needs of the spirit.)

✦ Say: Israel’s great sin was a lack of justice. Every person has a
responsibility to work toward social justice.

✦ Have your child read silently Change Your Heart. Ask: How does the Book
of Amos end? (It ends on a note of hope; one day the Lord would restore
the fallen house of David.)

✦ Say: God is always ready to rescue, forgive, and raise up even the worst
sinner if the person is sorry and promises to follow God’s ways.

Acting PAGES 187–188

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 187 and 188.

✦ Call your child to prayer, asking God to help him or her hear and heed
the words of the prophets. Say: Father, we praise and thank you for your
loving care and for sending the prophets to speak your Word to us. You
still speak to us through their writings. Help us listen to what you are
saying through them. We ask this and all things in Jesus’ name.

✦ Have your child add the terms prophet, Elijah, Amos, Justice, social justice,
corporal works of mercy, and works of mercy to the vocabulary section of his or
her journey log.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 21

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 189–190

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 189. Say: The

apostle Paul asks the Thessalonians to support the weak and be patient
with all.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Acts of

penance such as praying, fasting, and almsgiving are outward signs of
conversion.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Justice is a virtue that gives
us the desire and will to give what is due to God and to one another.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 190. Say: Agatha’s example as a
witness to Christ touched the lives of many people. Ask: How do you
give courage and strength to people you know are suffering?

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask: How does making good choices show others you are a disciple of

Christ? (It shows I care about what is good, that I love God’s law, and that I
love others.)

✦ Say: We are all called to be prophets in our own way. Ask: How can you
act as a prophet? (by speaking for truth and justice)
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Chapter 23 

CHAPTER 23  Prophets Proclaim 
God’s Everlasting Love

Centering
✦ Ask: What words do you associate with Isaiah? (prophet, holy,

trust, Messiah)

✦ Say: Today you will learn about another prophet, Jeremiah. Words we
might associate with him are suffering and new covenant.

Sharing PAGE 199

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and the first two paragraphs
of The Times of Jeremiah on page 199. Ask: What does it mean to be
frustrated? (to feel discouraged) Talk about times in which you both have
felt frustrated. Encourage your child to describe how feeling this way made
him or her act.

✦ Have your child shake a jar containing water with dirt on the bottom.
Say: The muddy water represents the Israelites’ relationship with God
during the time of Jeremiah. Just as this water must be purified before
we can drink it, the Israelites needed to be purified and made fit to be
God’s people.

✦ If a map of the Holy Land is available, point out the following places for the
stories of Jeremiah: Judah, the southern kingdom where Jeremiah preached;
Jerusalem, Judah’s capital city; Babylon, the powerful country that was
threatening other nations at that time.

✦ Have your child read silently the rest of The Times of Jeremiah.

Sharing PAGE 200

✦ Have your child read silently the first two paragraphs of Jeremiah’s
Warnings on page 200. Then hold up the jar of water again. Say: Although
the mud has settled at the bottom, the water still needs to be purified
before it is safe to drink. Ask: Why did the Israelites need to be purified
during the time of Jeremiah? (Although they went to the Temple and
prayed, they did not treat others as God had commanded.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the message Jeremiah preached outside the
Temple. Say: Read it aloud the way you imagine Jeremiah might have
preached it.
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Chapter 23 

✦ Have your child read silently The Message Is Rejected. Ask: What did
Jeremiah say would happen if the people did not repent? (Jerusalem
would be destroyed.)

✦ Say: Despite his hardships, Jeremiah faithfully obeyed and listened
to God. Because of his faith in God, Jeremiah found the strength to
withstand persecution.

✦ Ask: What was God telling Jeremiah as he watched the potter?
(Jerusalem would be destroyed, but God would make his people better
through the experiences of suffering.)

✦ Have your child read silently The Fall of Jerusalem. Ask: What happened
to the people when Jerusalem was captured? (Many were sent into exile.)
Who was left in Jerusalem? (only the poor)

✦ Invite your child to read aloud Jeremiah’s message to the exiles at the end
of this section. Say: God realized the exiles needed hopeful news and
inspired Jeremiah to write to them.

Sharing PAGE 201

✦ Have your child read aloud The Promise of a New Covenant on page 201
and then write his or her message.

✦ Read aloud Jeremiah’s Message for Today. Say: The love of Jesus has given
us the New Covenant. Jesus gave an example of how to obey God’s
commandments perfectly. Evil and suffering have no power over us if
we turn to Jesus. When we are one with him, we can behave as children
of God.

✦ Have your child read silently the remaining sections of the page. Say: Life
was hard during the Exile. The work was new for the people of Judah,
who were city people. However, the greatest hardship was that they did
not have their Temple in which to worship.

✦ Have your child read aloud Psalm 137:1–5. Ask: What causes our own
exile? (sin) How do we return to God? (by being sorry for our sins, by
committing to sin no more) Say: The exiles could not undo the disaster
that had sent them to Babylon, but Ezekiel’s visions helped them handle
the situation.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.
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Chapter 23 

Sharing PAGE 202

✦ Have your child read aloud More Visions on page 202. Say: Ezekiel
received God’s messages mostly through visions. Through these visions,
Ezekiel learned that God would continue to care for the people.

✦ Have your child read silently Good from Evil. Ask: Why do you think
Ezekiel is sometimes called the prophet of hope? (He gave the exiles hope
that one day they would return to their land, renewed and strengthened.)

Acting PAGES 203–204

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 203 and 204.

✦ Say: We live in the days of the New Covenant. We can be united with
God. Jesus has redeemed us. Alone, we can’t live as God calls us to
live. But when we receive the Eucharist, God shares his divine life with
us. Take a moment to tell God now how much you want him to come
into your life. [Pause.] Promise to do one thing today that will give God
a chance to speak to your heart. [Pause.]

✦ Have your child complete page 9 in his or her Scripture prayer booklet
“God’s Word Is Love in .”

✦ Say: Our conscience is like a prophet. It shows us God’s ways, but we
can ignore it just as the people in Jeremiah’s time ignored him. Try to be
faithful about examining your conscience each day.

✦ Have your child add the words Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ezra, and Nehemiah to the
vocabulary section of his or her journey log.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 23 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 205–206

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 205. Say: This

verse is part of Peter’s speech about Jesus Christ. Ask: What is he telling
us? (God forgives us when we believe in the Gospel and in Jesus.)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Before you

pray the Act of Contrition, ask yourself honestly how you honor your
relationship with God and others in thought, word, and action. [Pray the
Act of Contrition together.]

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: As Catholics, we realize the
fulfillment of God’s love in Jesus Christ.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 206. Say: Pope Pius X left these
words in part of his will: “I was born poor, I lived poor, I will die poor.”

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Ask your child to pray for guidance in understanding his or her vocation

in life. Say: Saint Pius X knew that his calling was to encourage others
to lead Christian lives. Ask the Holy Spirit to help guide you in finding
your vocation.

✦ Encourage your child to be a peacemaker. Say: If you see a conversation
getting tense, try changing its direction to allow people to calm down.
Ask your child to name other ways to ease conflicts.
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