
Chapter 6

God Forms a Family 
of Faith

✦ Say: Before we start the second unit of your book, let’s take turns reading
aloud page 48. You have learned that God promised to have mercy on
human beings after the first sin. Today you will meet the person who
began the fulfillment of this promise and what it means to trust God.

CHAPTER 6  Abraham Is Our Father 
in Faith

Centering PAGE 47

✦ Say: I would like you to take a trust walk with me. You will be
blindfolded, but I promise I will lead you carefully and make sure no
harm comes to you. You must believe what I say and trust that I will
keep you safe. Blindfold your child and gently lead him or her around
your home. Then remove the blindfold and discuss how your child felt.
Emphasize how important it was for your child to believe and trust.

✦ Have your child read aloud the unit title and the Scripture quote on page 47.

Sharing PAGE 49

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title. Then have your child read
silently the section God’s Call and Abram’s Response on page 49. Ask: What
did God ask Abram to do? (leave his father’s home and his country and
travel to Canaan)

✦ Say: Until this time, Abram didn’t know much about God, who was just
beginning to reveal himself. Moving was not easy because it meant
traveling with a large family as well as flocks of animals, household
goods, clothes, and weapons. Also, Abram was seventy-five years old.

✦ Ask: Why did Abram’s move require faith? (He didn’t know the land to
which God directed him or the people who lived there. The journey would
be long and difficult.) What would his spiritual journey lead him to? (a
deeper and clearer faith in the one true God)
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Chapter 6 

Sharing PAGE 50

✦ Have your child complete Map Search on page 50. Ask: What is the shaded
area? (the Fertile Crescent) Why do you think it is called the Fertile
Crescent? (The soil is rich and crops grow well. It is a crescent shape like a
quarter moon.)

✦ Say: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam consider Abraham to be an
important person. Islam was established by the prophet Muhammad,
who founded the first Islamic community around A.D. 610 in Mecca,
which is now Saudi Arabia. In addition to professing the faith of
Abraham and adoring the one God, Muslims revere Jesus as a prophet
and honor his mother, Mary.

✦ Explain that Islam is a religion of peace and that people who claim to kill in
the name of Islam distort the message of Islam for political reasons.

Sharing PAGE 51

✦ Have your child read aloud God’s Covenant with Abram on page 51.
Point out the boldface words and have your child find their meanings in
the Glossary.

✦ Ask: What were God’s promises to Abram? (a great reward, descendants
as numerous as the stars, the land of Canaan, a son named Isaac) Say:
As the father and ruler of the Chosen People, Abraham has a special
title. Ask: What is it? (patriarch) Say: Isaac was the first of Abraham’s
descendants—those who descended from the family of Abraham.

✦ Have your child read aloud In God We Trust. Ask: Which commandment
calls us to believe in God and to place our trust in him alone? (the First
Commandment)

Sharing PAGE 52

✦ Have your child read silently Our Covenant with God on page 52. Ask:
How do we renew our covenant with God and grow in our relationship
with him? (by praying, celebrating the sacraments, and giving witness to
our faith in Christlike words and actions)

✦ Have your child complete Keeping the Covenant. Say: Think how you can
witness your faith today. Write something you will do to live out your
covenant with God. The answer is between you and God.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.
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Chapter 6 

Sharing PAGE 53

✦ Say: Tell me about a time when you were asked to trust someone or to
trust God in a difficult situation, and everything turned out all right.
Share your own experience.

✦ Take turns reading aloud A Challenge to Abraham’s Faith on page 53. Say:
The main lesson of this chapter is that God looks for the sacrifice of our
wills rather than for human sacrifice.

✦ Have your child read aloud A Story of Trust. Ask: What are some
examples of ways that we might sacrifice our wills? (by saying no to
things that would harm us and others; by saying yes to loving actions)

Sharing PAGE 54

✦ Decide which parts you and your child will read aloud in Abraham’s
Sacrifice on page 54. Read aloud the skit and ask: How do we know that
God was only testing Abraham’s faith? (An angel stopped Abraham
before he killed his son.)

✦ Say: At Mass, in the Eucharistic Prayer, we pray that God will accept our
offerings as he accepted “the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.”
Ask: Why was Abraham rewarded? (because of his faith)

Acting PAGES 55–56

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 55 and 56.

✦ Invite your child to pray the Lord’s Prayer, emphasizing the words “thy
will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.”

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 6

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 57–58

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 57. Say: In

Baptism, God promises to give us eternal life if we have faith in him
and live our faith.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: God called

Abram to make a journey to a distant, unknown land. His journey led
Abram to a deeper and clearer life of faith.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: God called Abram to make
a journey to a distant, unknown land. His journey led Abram to a deeper
and clearer life of faith.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 58. Say: Dominic’s mission was
to live a life of ministry, bringing salvation to people through the Word
of God.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Explain that Abraham lived in the Middle East, a region of the world that

still suffers from political and religious conflict. Invite your child to include
the people in the Middle East in his or her nightly prayers.

✦ Invite your child to pray the Rosary like Saint Dominic. If time allows, pray
a decade of the Rosary for peace in the world.
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Chapter 10

God Guides the 
Chosen People

✦ Say: Before we start the third unit of your book, let’s take turns reading
aloud page 86. The story of the Exodus is the defining moment for the
Hebrew people. It is through this experience that they come to know
who God is and who they are as a people.

CHAPTER 10  God Rescues the Chosen 
People from Slavery

Centering PAGE 85

✦ Ask: Do you think it is possible to predict what career or vocation a
young person will have as an adult? What signs could lead people to
think they might follow that calling?

✦ Ask: What do you think might become of a man who was born into
slavery, was hunted from birth, had a speech problem, and killed a man?
Say: The man who is the greatest figure in the Old Testament did all
these things. His name was Moses.

✦ Ask: Where were the Hebrews when we last read about them? (in Egypt)
How did they get there? (They went there for food during a famine and
stayed at Joseph’s invitation.)

✦ Have your child read aloud the unit title and the Scripture passage on
page 85.

Sharing PAGE 87

✦ Say: Moses was born into a challenging and complicated situation. Have
your child read silently Moses, a Man with a Mission on page 87.

✦ Say: God’s providence was at work in the early life of Moses. Ask: How
did God save Moses as a baby? (Pharaoh’s daughter took him as her own
child and had him educated at Pharaoh’s court.)

Christ Our Life 
NEW EVANGELIZATION EDITION

www.christourlife.com Grade 6 

AT-HOME 
EDITION

©
 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.
 

W
14

88

Grade
6



Chapter 10 

Sharing PAGE 88

✦ Have your child read aloud God Calls on page 88. Ask: What did God tell
Moses to reply when the Israelites asked who sent him? (“I am who am.”)

✦ Read aloud The Lord. Say: The mysterious personal name of God has
come down to us as Yahweh. Yahweh can also mean “I am there for you.”
God would be there for Moses. Yahweh would deliver the Israelites from
Egyptian slavery, but he would work through Moses.

✦ Have your child read aloud Moses Responds. Ask: Why did what God
asked Moses to do seem impossible? (It was unlikely the Pharaoh would
set free all the slaves, who were the workforce of his country.)

Sharing PAGE 89

✦ Have your child read silently Ten Plagues on page 89. Ask: Which of the
first nine plagues do you think was the worst? What was the tenth and
last plague? (the death of the firstborn) Allow time for your child to answer
the Recall questions. Discuss your child’s answers.

✦ Have your child complete the activity Your Mission. Discuss with your
child how God strengthens us to serve faithfully.

Sharing PAGE 90

✦ Take turns reading aloud Exodus, A Night to Remember on page 90. Ask:
How did God help the Israelites on their way out of Egypt? (God went
before them as a column of cloud during the day and as a column of fire
at night.)

✦ Invite your child to read aloud the first paragraph of A Moment with Jesus.
Allow a few moments of silence for your child to thank Jesus for his or her
Baptism. Then invite your child to pray aloud the words from the Easter
Vigil blessing of water.

Sharing PAGE 91

✦ Have your child read silently Crossing the Red Sea on page 91 and then
summarize this part of the story.

✦ Read aloud God Saves. Ask: How can we share in Jesus’ saving ministry?
(by helping those in need)

✦ Have your child read silently The Jewish Passover. Say: Unleavened bread
is eaten at every Passover meal. Ask: What is it? (bread made without
yeast) Why did the Israelites need to use unleavened bread? (They had to
leave Egypt in a hurry and couldn’t wait for bread with yeast to rise.)
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Chapter 10 

Sharing PAGE 92

✦ Read aloud The Christian Passover on page 92. Ask: Who is the Passover
lamb whose blood saves us from sin? (Jesus)

✦ Have your child read silently The Eucharist. Ask: What happens in the
Liturgy of the Eucharist? (Jesus Christ makes present his saving acts, he
offers himself to the Father for us, we join in his sacrifice, he feeds us with
his Body and Blood, and we are united and strengthened as God’s people.)

✦ Take turns reading aloud Becoming God’s People.

Acting PAGES 93–94

✦ Say: God has given each of us a mission in life, just as God gave Moses
a special mission. Sometimes we may feel as Moses felt when he asked
God to give the job to someone else. Let’s listen to what Jesus tells us
to remember. (Read John 14:16–17. Pause and let your child share prayer,
thanking God for the gift of constant presence.)

✦ Have your child enter the terms matzoh, Red Sea, seder, and unleavened into
the vocabulary section of his or her journey log.

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 93 and 94.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 10

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 95–96

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 95. Ask: Why

did the Israelites revere the Lord? (He led them out of slavery.) Why do
you revere the Lord? (He saved me from sin.)

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Every time we

attend Mass and celebrate the Eucharist, we are celebrating the memorial
of God’s saving action.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: At each Mass, we gather
together as a community of faith to celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice. We
celebrate his life, Death, and Resurrection.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 96. Ask: What lesson can we learn
from Anselm about being a witness for Christ? (You have to be concerned
for people in need; you have to make sacrifices.)

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Challenge your child to prepare for Mass. Encourage him or her to read

the Scripture readings before attending Mass. Also, ask your child to be
welcoming once he or she arrives at the church. Say: Move to the center of
the pew, so others can join you.

✦ Suggest opportunities for your child to become involved in the Mass,
such as becoming an altar server, usher, or joining the choir.
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Chapter 14 

CHAPTER 14 God Forgives Us

Centering 
✦ Share ring-shaped candy with your child. Talk about the shape of the

candy. (life preserver) Encourage your child to talk about a time he or she
may have needed a life preserver, literally or figuratively.

✦ Ask: What wrong decision did the Israelites make? (not to go into Canaan;
to complain) What consequence did they suffer? (They had to wander
for forty years.) Say: Another consequence the Israelites faced because of
their complaining involved snakes.

✦ Say: Today we’re going to learn about how the Israelites turned to God
for healing in the desert and how God brought about healing from an
unlikely source.

Sharing PAGE 123

✦ Read aloud the chapter title and then have your child read silently A
Bronze Serpent on page 123. Ask: Why did God send snakes among his
people? (because of their complaining) Why did the Israelites ask Moses
to intercede for them? (They recognized their sinfulness in speaking
against God and Moses. They knew Moses was a friend of God’s and spoke
familiarly with him.)

✦ Ask: Why was the figure of the bronze serpent placed on a pole? (so that
the people who looked upon it with faith could be cured) Why were the
people cured when they looked at the bronze serpent? (Coming to see the
serpent was a sign that they realized their sinfulness and God’s power to
heal. Because of their repentance and faith, God healed them.)

Sharing PAGE 124

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph and Scripture quote of
Jesus Is Lifted Up on page 124. Allow time for your child to answer the
questions.

✦ Have your child read silently the rest of Jesus Is Lifted Up. Say: To let Jesus’
Death have power in our lives, we must have faith in it. Some ways to
do this are listed on this page. Have your child read aloud the list. Ask:
Which of these sounds like the greatest challenge? What can you do to
meet it?

✦ Say: Jesus saved us. We must open our hearts and our lives to him. We
must listen to him and act according to his example. He constantly gives
us grace to live his life in our world today. With grace, we can do all he
wants us to do.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.
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Chapter 14 

Sharing PAGE 125

✦ Discuss the song “Amazing Grace.” If available, play a recording of
the song. Ask: What has God’s grace done for us? Why do we call it
“amazing” grace? What is meant by the lines “I once was lost, but now
I’m found; was blind but now I see”?

✦ Have your child read aloud Reconciliation in Our Lives on page 125. Ask:
Why is sin such a great evil? (It is the cause of all other evil.) How did
Jesus break the power of sin? (by his Death) Which relationships are
harmed by sin? (with God, others, and ourselves) How does God deal
with us when we sin? (He loves us and wants to forgive us.)

✦ Have your child complete the activity Receiving Forgiveness. Review his or
her answers.

✦ Talk about prayers of the Mass in which we express our desire to be
reconciled. Ask your child to name some of these prayers. (Lord, have
mercy; Lord’s Prayer, sign of peace; Lamb of God; Lord, I am not worthy)

✦ Encourage your child to share examples of situations in which apologies
and acts of love can show that we are sorry and truly want to be reconciled
with another.

Sharing PAGE 126

✦ Have your child read aloud Mortal Sin and Venial Sin on page 126. Ask:
Which of the sacraments has as its first purpose “the forgiveness of
sins and the healing of the sinner”? (Reconciliation) What kind of sins
must we confess? (mortal) What makes a sin mortal? (The act is seriously
wrong. We know it is seriously wrong. We freely and willingly choose to
do it.)

✦ Say: We should also confess venial sins. We don’t have to remember
them all, but we should try to confess those we commit most often and
those that hurt others the most.

✦ Have your child read silently the sections Reconciliation and Healing
and Growth. Ask: What three actions does a person perform in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation? (repentance, confession of sins to the priest,
a commitment to repair the harm caused by the sin)

✦ Have your child assemble the Reconciliation Booklet at the back of his or
her book. Guide your child through the preparation for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation using the booklet.

Christ Our Life AT-HOME EDITION

©
 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.
 

W
14

88

www.christourlife.com Grade 6



Chapter 14 

✦ Say: If we are truly sorry for our sins, we will not want to commit
them again. Ask: How can we plan not to commit the same sins over
and over? (Ask ourselves how we can change and follow Jesus more closely.
Decide what we will do to be better. Sincerely promise Jesus that we will try
not to sin again.)

✦ Review the rite for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Say: Page 8 of your
booklet will help prepare you to confess your sins to a priest. Look it over.
Ask: Do you have any questions?

✦ Say: Whatever your penance, you should do it as soon as possible. It is
your responsibility to remember to do it.

Acting PAGES 127–128

✦ Share your parish schedule for the Sacrament of Reconciliation with your
child. Encourage your child to prepare for and celebrate the sacrament
soon, and to form the habit of celebrating it regularly.

✦ Pray together I Pray to the Holy Spirit on page 2 of the Reconciliation
Booklet.

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 127 and 128.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 14 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 129–130

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 129. Say:

These verses talk about sin, but they also describe God’s mercy. Ask:
Which phrases have special meaning to you?

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Sin is never

simply a personal act. The personal sins we commit always have
consequences in our relationship with God and others.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: Penance means to turn your
heart away from sin and toward God. Acts of penance demonstrate that
we want to make better choices.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 130. Say: Maximilian Mary Kolbe
started a religious magazine to preach the Gospel to all nations. He
relied on the Blessed Virgin Mary to bring him closer to Jesus.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Discuss what it means to be a peacemaker. Ask: What are some obstacles

to making peace in the world? Say: If you want peace, work for justice.

✦ Review the corporal and spiritual works of mercy on page 269 of your
child’s book. Ask: How can helping others meet their needs help make
peace? (They do not need to resort to violence to get what they need; they
see other people as helpers, not as enemies.)
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Chapter 18 

CHAPTER 18 The Kings of Israel

Centering 
✦ Say: Name some world leaders today. Ask: Do you consider them good

leaders or bad leaders? What do you think a good leader does? A
bad leader?

✦ Ask: Who were the first leaders of the Israelites in the Promised Land?
(judges)

✦ Ask: Who were some of the judges you studied? (Deborah, Gideon,
Samson) Say: Today you will find out how kings came to rule Israel.

Sharing PAGE 157

✦ Have your child read silently God’s Revelation to Samuel on page 157.
Ask: How was Samuel, the last judge, different from the other judges?
(Samuel was a spiritual leader, not a military one.)

✦ Ask: What did God want Samuel to tell Eli? (that Eli had failed in his
duties as a father because he had not corrected his sons when they did
wrong) How do we know that, in spite of his faults, Eli was a good man?
(He accepted the message God gave him and did not take out his anger
on Samuel.)

✦ Say: Samuel was judge over all of Israel. While the other judges led one
or two tribes, through Samuel, God was preparing the Chosen People
for the kings.

Sharing PAGE 158

✦ Have your child read aloud The Demand for a King on page 158. Ask your
child to identify why the people wanted a king and why Samuel did not.

✦ Together choose sides to present a debate. Have you or your child present
the Israelites’ arguments for a king. Have the other present Samuel’s
arguments against a king. These ideas should be presented: Pro: Samuel’s
two sons were not good leaders. The neighboring countries had kings. The
Israelites needed a king to unite them and lead them to victory. Con: A
king might be treated like a god. He could get too powerful and become
corrupt. He might levy taxes.

✦ Invite your child to tell about groups he or she might belong to or know
about that have initiation ceremonies, such as the Scouts.

✦ Direct your child’s attention to the picture of Samuel anointing Saul.
Explain that anointing is part of a ceremony that sets a person apart
for God.
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Chapter 18 

✦ Have your child read silently The Reign of Saul. Invite your child to list
Saul’s strengths and weaknesses. The list might include the following:
Saul’s Strengths: good soldier, courageous, able to unite the people; Saul’s
Weaknesses: moody, proud, disobedient to God.

Sharing PAGE 159

✦ Write the word consecration. Ask your child to define consecration, then have
him or her check the definition against the one in the Glossary. Tell your
child that anointing is a sign of consecration.

✦ Together make a list of as many uses of oil as you can. Then have your
child read aloud The Uses of Oil on page 159.

✦ Have your child read silently Anointing with Oil. Ask: How did the
Israelites use oil to show their respect for the Ark of the Covenant?
(They kept an oil lamp burning.) Say: Burning a lamp before the Ark
is an example of a ritual. What is a ritual? (the words and actions of a
religious ceremony)

✦ Ask: What was Samuel’s anointing of Saul a sign of? (that God had
chosen him and would send his Spirit to help him rule in God’s name)

✦ Have your child read silently Marked with God’s Seal. Ask: When is
chrism used? (in Baptism, Confirmation, and the ordination of priests
and bishops)

✦ Say: Every parish has several oil stocks, or containers. Each oil stock
has a different kind of oil that was blessed at the Chrism Mass. The
oil of the sick is used to anoint the ill. The oil of catechumens anoints
candidates for Baptism and is also used in dedicating altars.

Sharing PAGE 160

✦ Take turns reading aloud Anointing of the Sick and Holy Orders on
page 160.

✦ Say: The first time Christians are anointed is at Baptism. It is at
Baptism that the Spirit of God comes upon us. As God’s consecrated
and anointed ones, we are sent out to bring God’s message to others.
During Confirmation we are sealed with God’s Spirit. The anointing at
Confirmation reminds us that God is always with us.

✦ Say: In the Anointing of the Sick, a special grace is conferred on the
person who is experiencing the difficulties that come with serious
illness or old age. Jesus Christ is present in a fundamental way, sharing
in his victory over sin and death.

✦ Say: When a man is ordained a priest, his hands are anointed and he is
called to lead the Christian people and offer sacrifice to God. When a
priest is ordained a bishop, God’s Spirit changes his life.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Allow time for your child to pray quietly.
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Chapter 18 

Acting PAGES 161–162

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 161 and 162.

✦ Ask: Who among Samuel’s, Saul’s, and David’s stories did you admire
the most? Counter each choice with an objection and ask your child to
defend his or her choice. (Samuel evidently did not raise his sons to follow
God’s laws. Saul was so jealous that he tried to kill David. David was a
shepherd boy who didn’t have the background to be a king.)

✦ Say: Human heroes are not perfect. God works through weak human
beings to show us that we all have a capacity for heroism. Like Samuel,
Saul, and David, we too can become heroes by following God’s plan.

✦ Ask: Which strength of Samuel’s, Saul’s, or David’s would you like to
have? Talk about specific ways your child can show the strength of his or
her chosen leader.

✦ Lead your child in prayer. Say: Let us thank God for all those who have
led us along the paths of the Lord and have given us an example we want
to imitate.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 18 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 163–164

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 163. Say: Jesus

leads us to God by his example. We are called to follow his example.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Take a moment

to think about how the Church helps you develop your relationship
with Jesus.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: We share in Christ’s
priestly ministry by celebrating the sacraments.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 164. Say: Through her example,
Saint Margaret of Scotland helped many people grow in virtue.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Have your child look for a way to be a faith leader. Many faith leaders, like

Saint Margaret of Scotland, give their time to their community. Ask: How
would you like to give the gift of your time to our community? (Possible
answers: By becoming a Mass greeter, collecting canned food)
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Chapter 24 

CHAPTER 24  The Savior Is Jesus, 
the Son of God

Centering 
✦ Ask: Where did we find the Israelites at the end of the last class? (in

Palestine) Why? (They had been allowed to return there after the Exile.)

✦ Say: The events in today’s lesson took place about 500 years after the
events in the last lesson, so you will need an update on what happened
in between.

Sharing PAGE 207

✦ Have your child read aloud the chapter title and the section The Exiles
Return on page 207. Ask: Who led the Jewish people in their fight against
the Syrians? (the Maccabees)

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of A New Testament
Prophet and Luke 1:5–25. Ask: What was God’s message to Zechariah?
(The angel told Zechariah that he and Elizabeth would have a son
named John.)

✦ Have your child read silently the rest of this section. Ask: Why didn’t the
neighbors and relatives understand why the baby was named John? (No
one in the family had that name.) What happened when Zechariah wrote
“John is his name”? (He regained his speech. He was filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to prophesy.)

✦ Take turns reciting Zechariah’s Canticle in Luke 1:68–75. Say: This canticle,
or song, is prayed every morning in the Liturgy of the Hours, the official
prayer of the Church. It praises God for the Savior and reminds us to
be prophets.

✦ Have your child complete the activity at the bottom of the page.

Sharing PAGES 208–209

✦ Read aloud the remainder of the story of Zechariah on page 208.

✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of John the Baptist’s
Preparation for the Messiah. Talk about ways that people train for various
careers. (A pro football player will not only practice playing, but will also
do strength training.)
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Chapter 24 

✦ Have your child read silently the rest of the section. Ask: What was
John the Baptist’s mission? (to prepare the way of the Messiah) Read
aloud the rest of Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 40:1–5.

✦ Say: John prepared by going to the desert to discipline himself through
prayer and penance. Penance is doing or accepting difficult things, such
as fasting and sacrificing for others.

✦ Have your child read silently Preparing the People on page 208 and John
the Baptist in Advent on page 209. Write down the following phrases. For
each one, ask your child to find a phrase or sentence from the reading
that applies to John. The phrases include realized his place (“John prepared
the people for the coming of the Messiah.”); obedient (“he did what Jesus
wished”); led them to Jesus (“told his disciples to follow Jesus”); brave (“He
got into trouble for telling King Herod that the king was living in sin.
Herod had him arrested.”); willing to suffer and die for Jesus (“John was later
beheaded”).

✦ Have your child read silently You Can Be Like John the Baptist on page 209
and complete the activity.

✦ Read aloud A Moment with Jesus. Guide your child to reflect on the
following: Think about one area in which you would like to improve or a
virtue you would like to acquire to be a good follower of Christ. [Pause.]
What self-training plan can you follow to achieve your aim? [Pause.]
Dear Lord, give me courage to be able to follow my self-training plan
and become the kind of follower you want me to be. Amen.

Sharing PAGE 210

✦ Have your child read silently The Promise Fulfilled on page 210. Allow
time for him or her to read silently Luke 1:26–38 and answer the questions.

✦ Ask: What happened when Mary agreed to become God’s Mother? (Jesus
became incarnate—he became man.) What is the mystery called? (the
Incarnation) What did Mary say to God in the Magnificat? (She praised
and thanked him.) Say: The angel Gabriel tells us that Jesus is the perfect
fulfillment of all that Israel hoped for.

✦ Take turns reading aloud Mary’s Magnificat.

Sharing PAGE 211

✦ Have your child read silently Jesus Christ—the Messiah on page 211. Ask:
What is the Good News of Christ? (He has come to tell us of God’s love
for us and to bring forgiveness and salvation. The Kingdom of God has
come to the earth.)
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Chapter 24 

✦ Say: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Messiah, was the fulfillment of
the promise made by God to our first parents and to Abraham and his
descendants, and repeated through the prophets of the Old Testament.

✦ Have your child read aloud The Center of Mary’s Life. Ask: What
difficulties did Mary face as the Mother of Jesus? (not understanding,
having him leave, seeing him crucified)

✦ Have your child complete the activity The Center of Our Lives. Direct your
child’s attention to the last paragraph, and encourage him or her to take
time to think of what he or she can do to make Jesus the center of his or
her life.

Sharing PAGE 212

✦ Discuss the purpose of a timeline. Then have your child read aloud
Preparing the Way of the Lord on page 212. Ask: What does B.C. stand
for? (before Christ) Say: The letters A.D. stand for anno Domini, which,
in Latin, means “in the year of the Lord.”

✦ Ask: What are the major times shown by the timeline? (Time of the
Patriarchs, Time in Egypt, Time of the Exodus, Time of the Judges, Time of
the First Kings, Time of the Prophets, Time of the Exile in Babylon, Time of
Restoration, Roman Rule, Fullness of Time)

Acting PAGES 213–214

✦ Lead your child through the Summary and the Review on pages 213 and 214.

✦ Conclude with a prayer that changes the questions from The Center of Our
Lives (on page 211) into petitions. Replace “Do you” at the beginning of each
line with “Holy Spirit, help me.” Also, change “you” if it appears later in a
sentence to “me.”

✦ Have your child add the terms Zechariah, John the Baptist, self-discipline,
Hanukkah, Essenes, Magnificat, and Incarnation to the vocabulary section of
his or her journey log.

✦ Encourage your child to share the Things to Do at Home section with other
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review.
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Chapter 24 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 215–216

INSPIRE
✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 215. Ask: What

does John the Baptist call us to do? (Turn our hearts back to God; he calls
us to conversion.) Say: John’s call applies to us today.

PROCLAIM
✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: The Angelus

recalls the mystery of the Incarnation. Point out the Angelus on the inside
front cover of your child’s book.

✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge.
Have your child answer the question and say: The Magnificat is also
known as the Canticle of Mary in the Liturgy of the Hours.

✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 216. Say: On a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, Angela Merici was suddenly struck blind. On the return trip
home, while praying before a crucifix, her sight was restored at the same
place where it had been lost.

✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to
reflect on each one.

✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete
the activity.

TRANSFORM
✦ Invite your child to spread hope by performing the spiritual works of

mercy. Say: Saint Paul tells us that hope is the expectation of God’s love.
How can you share God’s love with other people? Suggest that your child
perform one of the spiritual works of mercy listed on page 269 during
the week.

✦ Together pray aloud Psalm 130.
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