
UNIT 2

God Is Great 
and Good

 ✦ Before beginning Unit 2, read A Letter Home, found on page 46 of your 
child’s book. Then begin the next paragraph with your child. 

 ✦ Say: In Unit 2, we will learn some characteristics of God and discuss how 
to respond to him with love and respect.

CHAPTER 6 We Believe in God

Centering PAGE 45

 ✦ Say: Today we will study what Catholics believe about God. Have your 
child read aloud page 45. 

 ✦ Say: The main truths revealed by God are like a jigsaw puzzle. We start 
with them and then build out to get a more complete picture of God’s love. 

 ✦ Ask: What are the main truths God has revealed? (The Father is God; the 
Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God; God’s Son, Jesus, founded the Church.)

Sharing PAGE 47

 ✦ Say: Today you will learn a prayer that tells God we believe these truths. 
Read aloud the Apostles’ Creed on page 47. 

 ✦ Say: Creed comes from the Latin word credo that means “I believe.” In the 
Creed we state that we believe in God and the main truths he revealed. 
We believe that there are Three Persons in one God. God is the Father who 
created everything. God is the Son who redeemed us. God is the Holy 
Spirit who makes us holy. We believe in the Catholic Church, founded by 
God’s Son, Jesus.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the right column and look up Apostles’ Creed and 
creed in the Glossary.

Sharing PAGE 48

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the top section of page 48. Point out the word 
mystery. Say: The truths from the Creed are called mysteries. A mystery is 
a truth we cannot completely understand. With God’s help, we understand 
better, but never completely. 
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Chapter 6 

 ✦ Have your child read aloud God Is Three Persons in One. Say: The 
Trinity is a great mystery of our faith. We will never understand it fully, 
but we know all Three Persons are good and loving. 

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus. 

Sharing PAGE 49

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 49. Say: One of the first things the Bible 
tells us about God is that he made all of creation. 

 ✦ Have your child do the activity. 

Sharing PAGES 50–51

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 50 and then look up the terms Hebrews 
and Israelites in the Glossary. Ask: Why did Pharaoh make the Israelites 
slaves? (He was afraid they would become too powerful.) Whom did God 
choose to lead the Israelites out of slavery? (Moses)

 ✦ Have your child use the map The Lands of the Old Testatment found 
on the back of the book to locate Raamses. Say: Raamses is where the 
Israelites lived in slavery. 

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud page 51. Ask: Did God keep the promise to 
bring his people back to Canaan? (Yes) How does the story of Passover 
fit in our book called We Believe? (The story tells how God kept his 
promise to the Israelites. We believe that God keeps his promises.)

Sharing PAGE 52

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the first column on page 52. Ask: What did 
God promise to do for us? (send us a Savior to save us from sin)  
Say: Before he died, Jesus promised to prepare a place for us in his 
heavenly kingdom. Ask: What do you think heaven is like? (full of God, 
goodness, love, and joy) 

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity and read aloud the last paragraph.

Sharing PAGE 53

 ✦ Lead your child to realize that actively living our faith is not always easy, 
but we can trust that God keeps his promises. Say: Sometimes it is not 
easy to stand up for what we believe, but we can trust God. We can trust 
in his friendship, promises, and love.

Acting PAGE 54

 ✦ Invite your child to pray the Apostles’ Creed found on the inside cover.

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 6 Review on page 54.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review. 
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Chapter 6 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 55–56

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 55. Say: Let’s 
pray this verse again together. This time, think about how happy and 
fortunate we are to believe that God keeps his promises to us.

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: As Catholics, 
we put all our trust in God. By sending us his Son, Jesus, God fulfilled 
all his promises to his people.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: Knowing about and 
practicing prayers and devotions helps us grow closer to God.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 56. Say: The Society of Jesus, or 
the Jesuits, which Ignatius founded, still exists today. Pope Francis is 
a Jesuit.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one.

 ✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete 
the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Say: The Sign of the Cross is a visible sign of our faith. When we make 
this gesture, we are telling everyone of our baptismal promise. It shows 
others we are Catholic.

 ✦ Suggest that your family pray together before the meal the next time you 
visit a restaurant. Begin and end the prayer with the Sign of the Cross.
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Chapter 7 

CHAPTER 7  God Is Powerful  
and Loving

Centering 
 ✦ Discuss family vacations you have taken. Ask: On the trip, did you have 
to worry about going hungry or not having what you needed? Why not? 
Say: You felt safe because you knew your parent(s) would take care of you.

 ✦ Say: Today you will see how God took care of the Israelites on their 
journey to the Promised Land.

Sharing PAGE 57

 ✦ Discuss the pictures on page 57. Ask: Who is in the picture at the top? 
(Moses) What is happening to the Egyptians? (They are drowning in 
the sea.)

 ✦ Read aloud the page. Ask: Why were the Israelites afraid? (They saw the 
large, strong army of Pharaoh.) Why do you think Moses believed that 
the people could pass through the sea? (He trusted God.) Say: When 
Moses obeyed God’s instructions, he showed that he trusted God. The 
all-powerful God rescued the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army. God gives 
us powerful help too.

Sharing PAGE 58

 ✦ Say: Look at the picture on page 58. Ask: How do you think Moses and 
the people felt when God saved them? (happy and grateful) Say: Let’s read 
the words of praise to God for his great deeds. (Take turns reading aloud 
the stanzas.)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the bottom section. Ask: How do we show that 
we trust God? (We pray, we ask for God’s help, we remember that God is 
with us and will help us.) When might we especially feel the need to trust 
in God’s power? (when asked to do something hard; when someone is sick; 
when we are tempted) Say: At these times especially, we trust that God 
loves us, cares for us, and will help us.

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity.

Sharing PAGE 59

 ✦ Say: After the people had passed safely through the Red Sea, they found 
themselves in a desert. Ask: What problems would they have? (They would 
be hot, thirst, and hungry.)
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Chapter 7 

 ✦ Say: Moses told God that the people were complaining about their 
situation. The Lord told Moses he would send them bread from heaven. 
“Stop your complaining!” Moses said to the Israelites, “In the morning 
the Lord will give you all the bread you need.”

 ✦ Have your child read aloud God Fed the Israelites on page 59. Ask: What 
did God’s gift of manna show his people? (that God loved and cared 
about them) How do you think the people felt when God sent them 
bread from heaven? (happy, thankful) How would you have felt if you 
had been there?

 ✦ Read aloud God Feeds Us. Ask: What should we do after receiving Holy 
Communion? (pray to Jesus; thank him for coming to us) Say: After we 
receive Holy Communion at Mass, we take time for private prayer. It 
is an opportunity to appreciate what Jesus has done for us, the people 
around us, and the whole world.

Sharing PAGE 60

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the top section of page 60. Point out the words 
covenant and worship. Have your child look up their meanings in the 
Glossary. Ask: What words help you know that God loved his people 
very much? (“You shall be dearer to me than all other people.”) How did 
the people answer God? (“Everything the Lord has said, we will do.”) 
Why did the people love God’s Law? (It would guide them to happiness; it 
showed God’s love for them.) Help your child remove the punchout of the 
tablets from the back of his or her book and read aloud the key words of 
the Ten Commandments.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the bottom section of page 60. Say: God has 
made a covenant of love with us too. Ask: What does God promise us? 
(We will live forever with him in heaven.)

Acting PAGES 61–62

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Keeping the Covenant on page 61 and discuss 
the pictures. Then help your child solve the acrostic.

 ✦ Using A Moment with Jesus, invite your child to take a few minutes to 
thank God for his power and love.

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 7 Review on page 62.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review. 
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Chapter 7 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 63–64

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 63. Say: When 
Jesus came, he told people to follow God’s laws. He also gave people a 
new commandment, “That you love one another as I have loved you” 
(John 13:12).

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: We glorify 
God’s love and power when we pray to him. Prayer is a way for us to 
worship God and respond to his presence in our lives.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and ask: Why is it important to 
know details about your Catholic faith? (to grow in understanding; so we 
can tell others the Good News; so we can answer questions about our faith)

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 64. Say: It is not always easy to 
tell others about God. Some saints were mocked and even physically 
hurt because people did not believe them. Their courage brought many 
people to Christ.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one.

 ✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete 
the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Say: Think about the people you meet each day. Speak kindly and 
show respect by saying please and thank you. When someone shares a 
personal concern or difficulty, say, “I will pray for you.”
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Chapter 8 

CHAPTER 8 God Is Holy and Great

Centering 
 ✦ Ask: Have you ever sensed God’s holy presence in a special way? Share 
your own experiences with your child.

 ✦ Say: Today we will talk about a religious experience where Moses felt 
God’s holy presence in a special way.

Sharing PAGE 65

 ✦ Guide your child through the first two paragraphs on page 65. [Pause.] Say: 
Among God’s people, it was their custom to take off their sandals when 
standing on holy ground. God wanted Moses to know that the place 
where he met God was holy.

 ✦ Say: Let’s read aloud the words again that tell how Moses felt. “Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid.” Moses was filled with awe, or holy fear, 
when he saw how great God was. In the Bible, fear of God is not like the 
fear we feel when we are in danger. It is more like respect because we 
are truly amazed.

 ✦ Say: Read aloud the last two paragraphs on page 65 and then work the 
activity to find out how Jesus’ holiness is known. (Jesus performed 
miracles; Jesus did works of holiness; Jesus rose from the dead.)

Sharing PAGE 66

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the top section of page 66. Point out the word 
Yahweh and say: We don’t usually call God “I am who am.” Let’s think 
of the names we use for God. Make a list of names such as Father, Jesus, 
Christ, Holy Spirit, Lord, Yahweh.

 ✦ Ask: Which commandment reminds us to have reverence for God and for 
all that is holy? (the Second) What is the Second Commandment? (You 
shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.) What does it mean 
to use God’s name in vain? (to use it in a disrespectful way)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Respecting God’s Name. Say: We show respect 
for Jesus by bowing our heads when we hear his name. We can also 
make sure that we never use Jesus’ name disrespectfully. 

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity.
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Chapter 8 

Sharing PAGE 67

 ✦ Read aloud the top section of page 67. Ask: What was the great sign of God’s 
presence? (the cloud resting over the dwelling) Say: God knew that when 
things got very difficult, the people would need signs of his presence. Moses 
and the Chosen People were blessed to have God with them. However, as 
time went on, God came to live among us in more wonderful ways.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the bottom section of page 67. Say: Being with us 
is very important to God. Ask: How can we show that we are grateful for 
God’s Holy Spirit in the Church? (by listening to what the Church teaches, 
by praying to the Spirit)

Sharing PAGE 68

 ✦ Read aloud the top section of page 68. Say: God is present to help and guide 
every one of his children. He is with us to love and care for us.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the rest of the page. Ask: What are some things 
God knows about his people? about the universe? about you? Say: God 
knows all things!

Sharing PAGE 69

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud Psalm 139 on page 69. Say: Long ago, one of the 
Israelites was thinking of how great and wonderful God is, since God is 
everywhere and knows all things. He shared this prayer with others, and 
it came to be included in the Book of Psalms. Ask: How do you think this 
writer was feeling when he wrote the last line?

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus. Say: Remember that 
God is everywhere. He is here with us now. Prayerfully read Psalm 139 to 
God. Then close your eyes and speak to God. Think about one place you 
are glad to have Jesus with you. 

Sharing PAGE 70

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the first two sections of page 70. Say: Elizabeth 
was a faithful daughter of the Church. She dedicated her life to God 
as a mother and then as a religious sister. Ask: What is the name of her 
community? (Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph) Say: Today these sisters still 
carry on Saint Elizabeth’s work anywhere God calls them to serve.

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity at the bottom of the page.

Acting PAGES 71–72

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity on page 71.

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 8 Review on page 72.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or together read aloud the section to review. 
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Chapter 8 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 73–74

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 73. Say: 
Remember that God loves you so much that he knows every little detail 
about you. Isn’t it exciting to feel so loved!

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: We put God 
first in our lives when we keep his covenant of love.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: God’s name is special. We 
can set an example by always speaking it in a respectful way when we 
are with our friends.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 74. Say: Saint John Bosco believed 
that Christ could not be separated from any part of life. Ask: How do 
you make God part of your life at home? (Possible answers: I talk to God 
in prayer. I make good choices.)

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one.

 ✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete 
the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Say: We keep God first in our lives when we are thankful for what he 
has given us. Discuss with your child ways of expressing gratitude.

 ✦ Say: Choose one thing this week for which you are grateful. Find a 
way to show your gratitude. Offer suggestions such as writing a thank-
you prayer, doing something nice for someone and offering it to God, or 
cleaning up a local park.
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Chapter 9 

CHAPTER 9 God Is Just and Merciful

Centering 
 ✦ Help your child create a list of the characteristics of God that he or she has 
learned so far. 

 ✦ Say: Today you will learn that God is both just and merciful. Explain that 
justice means “to be fair” and mercy means “to be forgiving.” 

Sharing PAGE 75

 ✦ Read aloud the first section of page 75. Ask: What happened when the 
people kept the covenant? (They lived in peace with God and one another; 
they were happy.) What happened to the people when they did not keep 
their covenant? (Their rulers became selfish and foolish; the people weren’t 
united; the nation became weak; enemies attacked.)

 ✦ Ask: What does it mean to say that God is just? (God is fair; God wants us 
to keep the covenant.) How often did God forgive the people? (again and 
again) Why? (because of his goodness and love)

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud the Psalm Prayer. Discuss what it says about 
God’s mercy and love. Ask: How does God show mercy? (God is kind; he 
does not punish us.) Why is God so forgiving of his children? (We are 
weak when it comes to resisting sin; God loves us.)

Sharing PAGE 76

 ✦ Ask your child to look at the picture on page 76 and then read aloud Jesus 
Is the Good Shepherd. Ask: What kinds of things do shepherds do to 
care for their sheep? (lead them to food; protect them) What does a good 
shepherd do if a sheep gets lost? (He searches for it and carries it back 
home.) Why did Jesus say, “I am the Good Shepherd”? (Jesus loves and 
cares for us; if we are lost, he forgives us; he died for us.)

 ✦ Say: Jesus’ actions showed us how much he loves us. His actions also 
showed us that his Father in heaven is just and merciful.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the first paragraph of Jesus Revealed the 
Father’s Justice and Mercy. Point out the word justice and have your child 
find its meaning in the Glossary. Ask: How did Jesus show that he was 
just when he drove the money changers out of the temple? (The Temple 
was a house of prayer.) How did Jesus show mercy to people who were 
sorry for their sins? (He forgave them.) 

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the last two paragraphs. Ask: What does God 
want us to do when we sin? (be sorry; ask for forgiveness; change our 
sinful ways; celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation)

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity.
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Chapter 9 

Sharing PAGE 77

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Just like Jesus on page 77. Ask: What does 
Jesus want us to do when someone is unjust toward us? (be forgiving) 
Why should we pray to Jesus for help? (It’s hard to be forgiving when 
others are unjust or hurt us.)

 ✦ Read aloud Saint Vincent de Paul. Ask: How did Vincent practice mercy 
and justice? (by caring for those who were sick and in need, by training 
priests, by encouraging people in the community to help others in need, by 
organizing a charity to give to those who were in need)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Saint Louise de Marillac. Ask: How did Louise 
practice mercy and justice? (by helping those who were sick and in need) 

 ✦ Have your child fill in the word puzzle and think about ways to be more 
like Jesus today.

Reviewing PAGES 78–80

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 9 Review on page 78.

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity on page 79.

 ✦ Read aloud these riddles. Say: See if you can earn one point with a correct 
answer to each riddle: God called me to lead his people to freedom. 
(Moses) I freed God’s people from sin. (Jesus) God made a covenant with 
us through his servant Moses. (Israelites) I would not let the Israelites 
leave Egypt. God worked many signs of his power in my land. (Pharaoh)

 ✦ Say: You will have a chance to see if you can make the journey on your 
own. Have your child read aloud the directions and complete the page. 
Check it together and let your child mark his or her progress as indicated 
in the directions.

Celebrating PAGES 81–82

 ✦ Carry out the celebration on pages 81 and 82. Decide ahead of time which 
parts you and your child will read aloud. Ask your child to suggest songs 
to open and close the celebration.

Acting
 ✦ When you’ve completed this unit, help your child tear out the Family 
Feature section on pages 84a–84d and encourage him or her to share it with 
other family members, or read and complete the section together.
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Chapter 9 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 83–84

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 83. Say: This 
verse gives us very clear directions on how to live. Ask: How do you live 
the message of this Scripture in your life?

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: When we 
commit sin, we separate ourselves from him. God is always ready 
to forgive.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: God wants us to know him 
better. We can do this by studying our Catholic faith.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know on page 84. Say: Saint Martin was very 
humble. He did whatever was needed to serve God.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one.

 ✦ Read aloud the Share Your Faith directions and have your child complete 
the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Ask: What are some needs people have in the world today? What can you 
do to make a difference? Discuss ideas.

 ✦ Assist your child in collecting donations of food, clothing, books, or 
personal items for those in need. Arrange for your child to help you deliver 
the items to a local shelter or service organization.
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