
UNIT 3

Jesus Shows Us  
He Is Good

 ✦ Before beginning Unit 3, read A Letter Home, found on page 114 of your 
child’s book. Then begin the next paragraph with your child.

 ✦ Say: In Unit 3 we will learn more about how Jesus shows us he is good 
and how he teaches us to share the Good News about God’s love.

CHAPTER 13 Jesus Calls Apostles

Centering PAGE 113

 ✦ Display a party invitation. Ask: What kind of card is this? How does it 
feel to be invited to a party? Say: Today you will learn about a special 
invitation that Jesus gave to some men.

 ✦ Read aloud the title and the Bible verse on page 113.

Sharing PAGE 115

 ✦ Say: People often listened to Jesus as he talked about his Father in 
heaven. Jesus wanted help to spread the Good News. So he invited 
helpers, or apostles, to help him teach others about God.

 ✦ Tell or read aloud from your family Bible the story of the calling of the 
first apostles (Mark 1:16–20). Ask: What did Jesus say to the fishermen? 
(“Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”) Ask: How do you 
think the 12 apostles felt about following Jesus? (happy, excited)

 ✦ Have your child read page 115 and invite him or her to look up the word 
apostle in the Glossary.
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Chapter 13 

Sharing PAGE 116

 ✦ Read aloud page 116 and have your child complete the sentences. Ask: 
How can we be apostles? (We can learn about Jesus, listen to or read Bible 
stories, and tell others about Jesus.)

 ✦ Say: Remember that to be Jesus’ helpers, we must first learn all about 
Jesus and his Father. Then we can tell other people about Jesus’ love and 
how good God is. 

 ✦ Help your child remove the fish punchout from the back of his or her book. 
Have your child write his or her name on the fish.

Sharing PAGE 117

 ✦ Turn on or light a candle and observe the flame. Say: Just as a burning 
candle gives light and warms the air around it, God wants Christians to 
brighten and warm the lives of everyone.

 ✦ Ask: Who were the first people Jesus called to do this? (the 12 apostles)

 ✦ Say: The apostles helped Jesus spread the Good News. They visited the 
sick and told people how they could be happy.

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud page 117. Look at the pictures of Jesus’ helpers. 
Ask: What does each helper do to help bring about God’s kingdom 
of love? 

 ✦ Play a recording of “This Little Light of Mine” and sing it together. Say: 
When we act like Jesus, we’re like shining lights. We help bring God’s 
love and care into the world.

Sharing PAGE 118

 ✦ Tell or read aloud the story “Jesus Calms the Storm” (Matthew 8:23–27).

 ✦ Ask: What can we do when we are afraid? (ask Jesus to help us) Say: When 
you need help and no one is helping you, Jesus wants you to ask for help 
so that he can help you through someone.

 ✦ Read aloud page 118 as your child follows along. Discuss the question.

Sharing PAGE 119

 ✦ Read aloud the top section of page 119. Say: Every baptized person is 
called to be Jesus’ helper. Laypeople are people who are not priests, 
deacons, or religious sisters or brothers, like you and me.

 ✦ Have your child look at the picture of Saint Frances Cabrini and then read 
aloud the sentences about her. Have your child complete the activity.

 ✦ Ask: Why do you think Jesus needs apostles today? (Many people need 
help. Many people need someone to tell them about God’s love for us.) 

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus. Say: Pray a prayer 
for Jesus’ apostles now. Ask Jesus to help them spread God’s love.
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Chapter 13 

Acting PAGE 120

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 13 Review on page 120.

 ✦ Help your child create a “Good News!” newspaper. Fill the columns of a 
sheet of paper with good-news items about his or her family and friends. 

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or read aloud the section together to review. 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 121–122

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 121. Say: Jesus 
wants all of us to use our gifts and talents to help others grow closer to 
God. Jesus will always show us the way.

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Jesus cared 
for the apostles by giving them work to do. People who challenge us are 
our helpers.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: The apostles trusted Jesus 
to show them the way.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Say: Like Frances, we are all on a mission 
from God to spread the Good News.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Discuss how all work can be God’s work. Say: God does not care if we 
become rich or famous. He wants us to be loving, honest, and respectful 
of others and to make good choices.

 ✦ Help your child write a thank-you note to a family member or friend for 
working hard and sharing God’s love.
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Chapter 14

CHAPTER 14 Jesus Shows God’s Love

Centering PAGE 123

 ✦ Display a picture that shows a peaceful or happy scene. Say: God made our 
world good and beautiful. Ask: What are some bad things in our world 
that make us sad?

 ✦ Read aloud page 123. Ask: Who came to help in our suffering? (Jesus) Say: 
God sent Jesus to bring his love to the suffering world. Today you will 
hear three stories about Jesus healing people.

Sharing PAGE 124

 ✦ Tell or read aloud the story of the paralyzed man (Mark 2:1–12). 

 ✦ Say: The paralyzed man could not move parts of his body. Ask: What 
does this story teach us about Jesus? (Jesus loves all people, especially 
those who suffer, and he wants to help them.)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 124 and color the picture.

 ✦ Discuss what it means to be physically challenged. Ask: Do you know a 
person who is physically challenged? How is the person like you? Say: 
We treat these people the same way we treat others. It is also important 
that we be sensitive to what they tell us they need.

 ✦ Pray: Let us be like Jesus, thoughtful and helpful to others.

Sharing PAGE 125

 ✦ Say: Jesus loved people and wanted them to be happy. There are many 
Bible stories that tell what Jesus did to bring happiness to others. I 
would like to tell you one of these stories.

 ✦ Read aloud Jesus Brings a Girl Back to Life on page 125 as your child 
follows along. Then ask: Why do you think Jesus brought the girl back 
to life? Say: Jesus has power over suffering and death. He saved us 
from sin.

 ✦ Help your child remove the puzzle of Jairus’s daughter from the back of 
his or her book. Invite your child to do the puzzle and then share both the 
story and the puzzle with someone else. 

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus.

Sharing PAGE 126

 ✦ Discuss what it feels like to be sick. Ask: How did you feel when you 
could not go to school or play with your friends? What was the hardest 
part for you when you were sick?

Christ Our Life AT-HOME EDITION

©
 

 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.

 
 

W
14

83

www.christourlife.com Grade 1 • Unit 3  page 4 of 18



Chapter 14 

 ✦ Say: I have a Bible story to tell you about a man who was very sick. He 
had a skin disease called leprosy. This man had to live away from his 
family. He was very lonely.

 ✦ Tell or read aloud the story of the leper who was cured (Mark 1:40–43). Ask: 
How do you think the man felt before he saw Jesus? How do you think 
the man felt after he saw Jesus?

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 126 and complete the activity. 

 ✦ Say: Jesus continues to heal people. He helps us through the doctors, 
nurses, and others who care for us.

Sharing PAGE 127

 ✦ Read aloud page 127 and have your child complete the activity.

 ✦ Select a hospital or senior nursing facility in your area. Tell your child that 
he or she will be making a banner to brighten someone’s day. Say: Think 
about what you could draw or write to help make the person happy. 
Pray for your special person as you work. Use your imagination and 
be creative!

 ✦ Cut a rectangle out of poster board or tagboard to make a doorknob 
banner. Punch one hole at the bottom of the rectangle and two holes at 
either edge of the top of the rectangle. Help your child pull yarn strands 
through the bottom to make a tassel and a single yarn strand through the 
top holes to hang the banner over a doorknob. Then have your child use 
markers to decorate the banner.

 ✦ Say: We cannot give life as Jesus did. But we can bring Jesus’ care to 
others. The person who receives your card will know that someone cares 
about him or her.

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer. Say: Jesus, show me how to be your helper to 
heal people who are suffering.

Acting PAGE 128

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 14 Review on page 128.

 ✦ Display the doorknob banner. Ask: What would you like to ask God to 
do for that person? Say: Take a moment to pray a quiet prayer about how 
God might help him or her.

 ✦ If possible, have your child accompany you when you deliver the banner.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or read aloud the section together to review. 
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Chapter 14 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 129–130

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 129. Say: Jesus 
wanted to heal people in body and spirit. He wanted to give them and 
all of us hope!

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: It’s important 
to be on the lookout for miracles in our daily lives. Small miracles 
happen all the time.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: Everything Jesus did, he 
did to show God’s love.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Say: Anytime we feel hopeless, we can 
ask Saint Jude for strength. God will come to our aid.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Ask: When you are sick, what makes you feel better? Say: Just having 
someone nearby or knowing that someone cares can be very healing.
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Chapter 15 

CHAPTER 15  Jesus Teaches Us to 
Love God

Centering
 ✦ Hold your arms out to your side as far as possible as if you are giving 
someone a big hug. Say: I love you this much! Ask: How much do I love 
you? (as much as possible)

 ✦ Say: Jesus loves all of us that way. Ask your child to retell a Bible story 
that shows how much Jesus loves everyone.

Sharing PAGE 131

 ✦ Say: One day someone asked Jesus to name the greatest law, or 
commandment, of God. Jesus answered, “This is the greatest law: You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.” Have your child 
repeat it.

 ✦ Help your child cut a heart out of red construction paper and write I Love 
You on it. Save the heart for an upcoming activity.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 131 and complete the activity. Ask: What 
is the greatest commandment? (Love God with all your heart.) In what 
three ways can we show God we love him? (pray, go to Mass, obey)

Sharing PAGE 132

 ✦ Help your child understand that whenever he or she does what God wants, 
he or she is giving him the heart in love. Ask: How did Jesus show he 
loved God his Father? (by praying to God and by doing whatever God 
wanted him to do)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud the directions on page 132 and complete 
the activities.

Sharing PAGE 133

 ✦ Say: It is easy to say “I love you.” It is important to show love through 
our actions. 

 ✦ Ask: How can you show love to your family when you are asked to do 
your chores? (do them without complaining) Why does this show love? 
(We do what pleases people we love.) What does God want us to do every 
Sunday? (Go to Mass to remember and celebrate Jesus’ dying and his 
rising from the dead.)

 ✦ Read aloud page 133 and have your child write the words think, do, and say 
on the lines.
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Chapter 15 

 ✦ Say: God wants all Christians to help bring others to him. One way to 
do this is by praying the Morning Prayer. When we offer God all we do 
during the day, everything we do becomes precious like gold.

 ✦ Say: Many Catholics pray the Morning Prayer every morning when they 
get up because they love God and want others to love him too.

 ✦ Lead your child through A Moment with Jesus on the bottom of the page. 
Say: I will pray the Morning Prayer, stopping after certain words so that 
you can think about them and talk to God about them.

Sharing PAGE 134

 ✦ Read aloud The Apostle of Love on page 134. Ask: What is Saint John 
called? (the apostle of love)

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity at the bottom of the page.

 ✦ Help your child remove the Morning Offering card from the back of his or 
her book. Then point out the Morning Prayer on the inside back cover. Say: 
You may color the cross next to the prayer when you know it by heart.

 ✦ Say: You may choose to pray a shorter prayer, such as “O Jesus, all for 
you,” often throughout the day. Have your child pray aloud this prayer 
with you.

Sharing PAGE 135

 ✦ Follow the prayer on page 135. Have your child hold the paper heart he or 
she made as he or she responds.

 ✦ For the songs, choose your family’s favorite songs from Mass and sing 
them aloud or play a recording.

 ✦ Introduce the reading by saying: The most important thing that God 
wants from us is our love. Let’s listen to the reading.

 ✦ Introduce the reflections about loving God by saying: We have just 
listened to Jesus tell us that the greatest thing we can do is to love God. 
Let us reflect more on ways we can love God.

Acting PAGE 136

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 15 Review on page 136.

 ✦ Say: Think of a way to show Jesus your love today. Brainstorm ideas 
together. Then have your child choose one idea and carry it out during 
the day.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or read aloud the section together to review. 
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Chapter 15 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 137–138

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 137. Say: Once 
you start seeking God and finding him, you won’t want to stop.

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: God wants 
prayer to be a good habit. He wants us to praise him and love him all 
the time.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: All the other facts are true, 
but we remember that the Eucharist is Jesus’ sacrifice.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Say: Jesus reminded John that serving 
others and loving others was the most important thing.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Discuss your child’s drawing in Share Your Faith. Ask: How have you 
shown love for God today? Say: A smile or a hug can change someone’s 
entire day.

 ✦ Invite your child to hug a family member or a friend today. Say: Tell the 
person you hug that you are delivering the hug from God.
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Chapter 16 

CHAPTER 16  Jesus Teaches Us to 
Love Others

Centering
 ✦ Ask: Can you remember a time when someone was mean to you? Was 
anyone there to help take care of you when this happened?

 ✦ Say: Jesus told a story about how important it is to take care of one 
another. The story is called “The Good Samaritan.” 

 ✦ Tell or read aloud from the Bible the story of The Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:29–35) while your child looks at the pictures on page 139. 

Sharing PAGE 139

 ✦ Say: Jesus said the most important law to follow is “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart.” He said the second most important 
law to follow is “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

 ✦ Ask: Who is your neighbor? (people next door; people in your 
neighborhood; people in need; everyone) Say: Jesus told the story of the 
Good Samaritan so that we would know that everyone is our neighbor.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Everyone Is Our Neighbor on page 139.

 ✦ Ask your child to retell the story of the Good Samaritan, using the pictures 
on the page. Say: We call someone who helps others a “Good Samaritan.” 
Ask: Do you know why? How can you be a Good Samaritan?

 ✦ Say: Ask Jesus to help you be kind when you see someone who needs 
help. [Pause.]

Sharing PAGES 140–141

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 140 and complete the activity. 

 ✦ Explain to your child that being a Good Samaritan begins at home. Say: 
Your family needs your help. Ask: Whom could you help?

 ✦ Say: Other people besides our family need our help. Who are some 
people who might need our help? (elderly neighbors, those who are ill) 
Think of ways that you can help them.

 ✦ Read aloud the directions on page 141 and have your child complete 
the activity.

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer. Say: Close your eyes and ask Jesus to let you 
know something you can do to help a family member. [Pause.] Ask Jesus 
for the grace to remember and to carry out this act of love. [Pause.]
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Chapter 16 

Sharing PAGE 142

 ✦ Display an offering envelope and explain its use. Say: People give different 
amounts of money each week to support what the Church does for 
others. God counts the amounts differently than the way we do. 

 ✦ Tell or read aloud from the Bible the story “The Widow’s Offering” 
(Mark 12:41–44). Ask: Why did Jesus say she gave more than all the 
others? (She gave all she had.) Say: Her gift was really love. She was 
unselfish. She loved God and trusted that God would take care of her.

 ✦ Read aloud the top of page 142. Ask: What do you think Jesus wants us to 
do? (share our love) Have your child complete the Two Coins activity.

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus. 

Sharing PAGE 143

 ✦ Ask: Why is our family fortunate? (We have clothes to wear; we have food 
to eat; we have each other.) Say: There are many people in our country and 
all over the world who aren’t as fortunate as our family; they have only 
one meal a day. Ask: How do you think these children feel? (hungry) 

 ✦ Say: Missionaries are people who go all over the world to places where 
children need help. 

 ✦ Read aloud page 143 and look at the picture. Point to North America. Say: 
This is where we live. Ask: What is the name of our country? Point to 
other continents and ask: Are people here our neighbors? (Yes.)

 ✦ Ask: How can we help missionaries bring help to people in other 
countries? (We can pray for them and make sacrifices to give money.)

 ✦ Say: Whenever we help missionaries, we are helping children receive the 
love and care they need.

Acting PAGE 144

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 16 Review on page 144.

 ✦ Ask: How can our family give with the same spirit of love as the 
widow did? When you do not have money or things, what other signs of 
love can you give to others? (a smile, a compliment, a helping hand)

 ✦ Ask: How do you think learning about people in other countries helps 
us understand their needs better? (We realize they are just people like us. 
They are our faraway neighbors.)

 ✦ Say: Let’s pray now for all the children who are hungry, who are cold, 
who cannot go to school, or who do not know about God. [Pause.]

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or read aloud the section together to review.
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Chapter 16 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 145–146

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 145. Say: Our 
neighbors include everyone in the world. Ask: What do neighbors do for 
one another?

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: We must 
remember to keep judgment of others to God alone, who does not judge 
by appearances but looks into a person’s heart.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and ask: How should we treat people 
who seem different? (with kindness and respect)

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Say: We do not have to go to a distant 
land to help people. We just have to open our eyes and then act.

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Discuss the issue of homelessness. Say: People who live without shelter 
need our help and God’s help.

 ✦ Brainstorm items that your child uses every day and make a list. Help your 
child put together a care package of similar items and deliver it to your 
church or to a homeless shelter.
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Chapter 17 

CHAPTER 17  Jesus Calls Himself the 
Good Shepherd

Centering
 ✦ Have your child look at the picture on the top of page 147. Ask: What 
animal do you see? (a sheep) What do we call someone who cares for 
sheep? (a shepherd)

 ✦ Say: Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd. Let’s find out why!

Sharing PAGE 147

 ✦ If possible, display pictures of shepherds from books or online. Say: A good 
shepherd loves his sheep so much that he will risk his own life to save a 
sheep or a lamb. Ask: Would you like to be a shepherd? Why or why not?

 ✦ Introduce Jesus as the Good Shepherd by reading aloud or retelling 
John 10:11,27. Say: Jesus is the Good Shepherd of God’s family, the 
Church. Ask: Who follows him? (God’s people)

 ✦ Read aloud page 147. Have your child look at the stained-glass window of 
Jesus. Say: Jesus takes care of us just as a good shepherd takes care of 
his sheep.

Sharing PAGE 148

 ✦ Have your child look at the picture on page 148. Ask: What did Jesus 
call himself? (the Good Shepherd) In this picture, which lamb or sheep 
would you like to be? Why?

 ✦ Say: Today I will tell you a parable. Parables are stories with special 
meanings. Jesus told this parable about lost sheep to help people 
understand that he loves everyone.

 ✦ Read aloud or tell “The Parable of the Lost Sheep” (Luke 15:1–6). 

 ✦ Say: Jesus told the people that there is more rejoicing in heaven over one 
person who is sorry than over 99 people who think that they do not need 
to be sorry.

 ✦ Say: Each one of us is sometimes like the little lost lamb. Sometimes we 
stray from our Good Shepherd. We stray whenever we do what we know 
is wrong. Ask: How do you feel after you say you are sorry? (happy)

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Jesus Is Our Good Shepherd.
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Chapter 17 

Sharing PAGE 149

 ✦ Have your child follow along as you read aloud Psalm 23 on page 149.

 ✦ Display a Bible. Say: A boy named David wrote many of the song 
prayers in the Bible. These song prayers are called psalms. David was a 
shepherd. Ask: What might David have thought about while he watched 
his sheep? (God) Say: Others wrote psalms too. There are 150 prayers in 
the Book of Psalms.

 ✦ Say: Listen to find out why David thought that God was like a shepherd.

 ✦ Ask: What was the last thing David said in his prayer to God? (“And I 
will live in your home forever.”) Where is God’s home and our home? 
(heaven) Say: If we follow our Good Shepherd, we will live in our 
Father’s home in heaven and be happy with him forever.

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer. Say: Good Shepherd, I’m sorry for sometimes 
not following you. Good Shepherd, I’m sorry for sometimes not loving 
others. Now thank your Good Shepherd for always being ready to 
forgive you. [Pause.] 

Sharing PAGES 150–151

 ✦ Talk about the picture at the top of page 150 and then have your child read 
aloud We Say We Are Sorry. 

 ✦ Say: We let each person whose hand we shake know that we can be 
trusted as a friend. Let’s give each other a sign of peace now to show 
that. Reverently extend a sign of peace to each other.

 ✦ Lead your child in prayer using A Moment with Jesus. Say: Remember to 
thank Jesus for his love and forgiveness.

 ✦ Have your child read aloud Bring a Good Shepherd on page 151 and 
complete the activities.

Acting PAGE 152

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 17 Review on page 152.

 ✦ Have your child draw a picture of the Good Shepherd with his sheep. 
Help your child write My Shepherd Is the Lord at the bottom of the picture. 
Display the picture in your home.

 ✦ Remind your child to watch and listen for the parts of the Mass in which 
we tell God and others that we are sorry.

 ✦ Encourage your child to share the Building Family Faith section with other 
members of your family, or read aloud the section together to review. 

Christ Our Life AT-HOME EDITION

©
 

 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.

 
 

W
14

83

www.christourlife.com Grade 1 • Unit 3  page 14 of 18



Chapter 17 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 153–154 

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 153. Say: 
When we stray from Jesus and return to him, we are filled with his 
peace and joy.

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: When we say 
“Lord, have mercy,” we are saying, “Lord, we are sorry. Forgive us and 
help us.”

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: Remember that the Lord is 
our shepherd. There is nothing that we need.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Ask: How does Junipero set a good 
example for us? (He loved God so much that he kept on going, even when 
it was hard.)

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Discuss what Jesus taught about forgiveness. Say: Jesus wants us to forgive 
others even if they haven’t said they’re sorry. This can be hard to do.

 ✦ Say: Think of someone you know who needs forgiveness. Try using 
actions instead of words to show forgiveness to this person.
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Chapter 18 

CHAPTER 18  We Come to Our 
Good Shepherd

Centering
 ✦ Ask these questions and pause after each one: Do you ever quarrel with 
family members? Do you sometimes talk back to your parents? Do you 
hold grudges? Are you ever unkind to a classmate? Do you ever tell a lie?

 ✦ Say: It is not always easy to love God and others. 

Sharing PAGES 155–156

 ✦ Have your child read aloud page 155. 

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud page 156 and discuss the pictures. Ask: In the 
top picture, why might these boys be upset with each other? (maybe one 
of them didn’t want to share a toy) In the bottom picture, the boy has 
apologized to the girl. Now that the children have talked, how do you 
think they feel? (They are both happy; they are glad they talked.)

 ✦ Say: When you hurt others, it is important to say “I’m sorry.”

Sharing PAGE 157

 ✦ Have your child look at the picture on page 157. Ask: What do you think 
these children are doing? Say: The priest in God’s house helps the people 
see how they have hurt God and others.

 ✦ Read aloud the first four sentences on the page. 

 ✦ Lead your child in the prayer. Have your child respond to each line with 
“I’m sorry, Lord, and I come to you now.” Pause for your child to add his or 
her own prayers.

 ✦ Encourage your child to forgive. Say: In the Our Father, we ask God to 
forgive us in the same way we forgive others. Try to forgive those who 
hurt you.

Reviewing PAGES 158–160

 ✦ Play the “I Spy” game. Display these terms written on note cards: neighbor, 
Good Samaritan, God, forgive. Have your child find the correct word for each 
clue. Say: I spy a word that tells what we should do when someone has 
hurt us. (forgive) I spy a word from God’s second law that tells whom we 
should love. (neighbor) I spy a word that tells whom we should love with 
all our heart. (God) I spy a word that tells who helped the poor wounded 
man in the story Jesus told. (Good Samaritan)
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Chapter 18 

 ✦ Help your child complete the Chapter 18 Review on page 158. 

 ✦ Help your child label the pictures on page 159. Say: The commandment 
“Love your neighbor” means to love others, or all people.

 ✦ Help your child remove the lamb punchout from the back of the book. 
Glue a button for the lamb’s eye and cotton balls on the lamb’s body to 
make a soft coat. 

 ✦ Have your child complete the activity on page 160.

Celebrating PAGES 161–162

 ✦ Hold the celebration We Come to Our Good Shepherd. Say: We are here to 
celebrate God’s Son, Jesus the Good Shepherd.

 ✦ After the greeting, introduce the prayer. Say: Lord our God, help us be 
sorry for doing wrong, and forgive us. We want to follow our Good 
Shepherd by living in love. Amen.

 ✦ Take turns reading aloud the reader parts.

 ✦ Lead your child through an examination of conscience. Ask: Do you play 
fair, take turns, and share with your friends? Do you follow your Good 
Shepherd by obeying your parents?

 ✦ Have your child say the response under the heading Expression of Sorrow 
after each statement. Say: Sometimes we do not behave as God’s children 
should . . . Sometimes we quarrel and are unkind to each other . . .

 ✦ Conclude the prayer service with the prayer and the song, sung to the tune 
of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Have your child hold the lamb punchout that 
he or she decorated earlier, as he or she sings.

Acting
 ✦ Say: When you hurt someone, try to make up with him or her before the 
end of the day. Role-play situations with your child.

 ✦ Say: Remember to tell God during your nighttime prayers that you are 
sorry for the times you offended him during the day.

 ✦ When you’ve completed this unit, help your child tear out the Family 
Feature section on pages 164a–164d and encourage him or her to share it 
with other family members, or read and complete the section together. 
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Chapter 18 

Gather and Go Forth PAGES 163–164

INSPIRE
 ✦ Read aloud the text and the Scripture in the sidebar on page 163. Say: Jesus, 
our Good Shepherd, carries us when we are tired, hurt, or afraid.

PROCLAIM
 ✦ Read aloud the Know and Proclaim text and the chart. Say: Jesus doesn’t 
expect us to be perfect. He does want us to keep trying to be better.

 ✦ Read aloud the question and answers in Test Your Catholic Knowledge. 
Have your child answer the question and say: When we tell Jesus we are 
sorry, he gives us the strength to say we are sorry to others.

 ✦ Read aloud A Catholic to Know. Ask: What did Patrick learn from his 
shepherding experience? (People need love and care.)

 ✦ Read aloud the Witness and Share introductory text. Then read aloud each 
faith statement in My Way to Faith, pausing to allow time for your child to 
reflect on each one. 

 ✦ Read aloud the directions in Share Your Faith and have your child 
complete the activity.

TRANSFORM
 ✦ Discuss how you pray as a family. Say: It is good to pray for forgiveness as 
a family too. 

 ✦ Help your child make a “Let’s Pray Together” invitation for a loved one. 
Have him or her include a prayer and then deliver the invitation.
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