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Inquiry Question (copy from Inquiry Pack)

Historically, what did people think about capital punishment in the United States? What are the advantages and disadvantages of considering
public opinion when the Court makes a decision on the meaning of the Constitution?

Thesis Statement (your answer to the Inquiry Question)

Historically, people have had complex and differing opinions about capital punishment in the United States. Considering public opinion when
making decisions about the Constitution, particularly about capital punishment, can come with advantages and disadvantages.

Body Paragraphs to Support Thesis Statement

Supporting Topic 1: people have had different opinions about capital punishment
Supporting Source Evidence:

“| have long doubted, of not only the utility, but the right of make to take away the life of his fellow man, except when
A expressly and specifically commanded by Divine Authority.” Some religious people, like the author G.F.H Crockett, do not
—believe that man should take the life of another.

Source

“Whatever the penalty for murder may be, let it be inflicted justly and impartially...” This newspaper’s response to the first
Source B woman put to death by the electric chair shows that some are less concerned with the type of punishment and more
concerned that punishments be applied fairly to all.

“We have no way of judging how many innocent persons have been executed but we can be certain that there were
Source D some.” This excerpt comes from the majority opinion of the Supreme Court in Furman v. Georgia (1972), which
determined that the death penalty was “cruel and unusual punishment, a violation of the 8th Amendment.
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Body Paragraphs to Support Thesis Statement [cont.)

Supporting Topic 2: agvantages of the Court considering public opinion when making decisions

Supporting Source Evidence:

One advantage is that the Court can have an impact on real peoples’ experiences when they consider some public

Source E opinions. Ruth Green'’s perspective was not considered when Furman v. Georgia (1972) was decided. Had the justices
considered her opinion, Green may have felt less vengeful toward Justice Douglas and the decision may have had some
impact on her personal life.

Source

Source

squortmg Tl:lpll: 3: Disadvantages of the Court considering public opinion when making decisions

Supporting Source Evidence:

“[IIn a democratic society legislatures, not courts, are constituted to respond to the will and consequently the moral values
Source F of the people.” The Court should not concern itself with public opinion because it is not a representative body. As noted in
the quote, legislatures should respond to the will and moral values of the people. The Court should be more concerned

with interpreting the Constitution, regardless of public opinion.

Source

Source

Because people have had such different opinions about capital punishment, it can be challenging for the Court to weigh public opinion meaningfully.
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