
Rev. Dr. Darell L. Harrington stands as a distinguished pastor, 

scholar, and community visionary whose life’s work reflects a 

steadfast commitment to spiritual excellence, liberation, and 

transformative leadership. As Senior Pastor of the historic New 

Sardis Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. Harrington carries 

forward a legacy of faith and fortitude, guiding God’s people with 

integrity, courage, and an unwavering devotion to the Gospel. 

 

For fifteen years, Dr. Harrington has served the New Sardis 

congregation with exceptional dedication—first as Youth Pastor, then 

Associate Pastor, and now as its senior shepherd. His ministry is 

marked by a deep belief in the Church's power to change lives, elevate 

communities, and champion justice for all of God’s children. 

 

A proud alumnus of Stillman College, Dr. Harrington earned a Bachelor of Arts in Business 

Administration before pursuing theological preparation at Memphis Theological Seminary, where 

he completed both the Master of Divinity (’21) and Doctor of Ministry (’25) degrees. Upon 

graduation, he was honored with the esteemed Alston Award—recognition reserved for 

outstanding African American scholars whose leadership reflects a commitment to justice, service, 

and community transformation. 

 

Dr. Harrington’s passion for education and cultural awareness led him to establish the Freedom’s 

Journey Black History Educational Initiative at New Sardis Baptist Church. Through immersive 

travel experiences, this program connects young people to the richness of African American history 

and fosters a deeper understanding of identity, resilience, and collective memory. His advocacy for 

learning extends far beyond the classroom, as he continues to encourage and uplift students of all 

ages to pursue excellence and self-discovery. 

 

Prior to full-time ministry, Dr. Harrington built a successful career in banking and finance—

experience that strengthened his commitment to economic empowerment and community 

development. His leadership roles with organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, Hope Credit 

Union’s Advisory Council, and the City of Memphis Re-Entry Program (Manhood University) 

reflect a longstanding dedication to expanding opportunity for underserved populations. In 2019, 

his contributions were honored with the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff Memphis Alumni 

Chapter’s Friend of Education Award. 

 

Among the numerous accolades and achievements that mark his journey, Dr. Harrington remains 

grounded in the truth that “service to God” is life’s highest and most sacred calling. Every facet of 

his ministry—preaching, teaching, organizing, and mentoring—flows from this conviction. 

 

Rev. Dr. Darell L. Harrington is joyfully married to Lady Shayda Rankin Harrington. Together, 

they are blessed with four children and two grandsons, who continue to inspire their devotion to 

faith, family, and the flourishing of future generations. 


