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Gideon v. Wainwright / Newspaper Analysis—
Answer Key 

Source: The Chronicle. (Pascagoula, Miss.), 07 Aug. 1963. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. 
of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065526/1963-08-07/ed-1/seq-11/. 

Observe 
1. What text do you notice first? 

Student answers will vary but might include the headline, “Appointed Attorneys…Fight By 
Florida Man Brings Change In Law,” PANAMA CITY, Fla, or “Asked For Attorney.” 

2. What do you learn just from the titles and subtitles? 

You learn that a “Fight By Florida Man Brings Change In Law,” and that he “Asked For 
Attorney.” 

3. Where and when was this article published? What is the significance? 
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This article was published in Mississippi on August 7, 1963. The date is significant because 
Gideon v. Wainwright was decided on March 18, 1963 so this article is explaining the case to 
the public. It is significant that it was published in Mississippi because the last paragraph tells 
us that the state legislature has “passed a law providing public defenders for all of the state’s 
judicial circuits.” 

Reflect 
4. What can you tell about what was important at the time and place of publication? 

By the headline and length of the article you can tell that this case was significant to the 
community.  

5. What can you tell about the point of view of the people who wrote and published this 
article? 

In the second paragraph it states, “And thousands of inmates of prisons in Florida and other 
states have the hope of new trials, with lawyers to defend them.” This seems to indicate a 
general agreement with the decision in Gideon v. Wainwright.  

6. What do you learn about the importance of the decision in Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
from this article? 

The article calls the decision “a legal landmark, overturning the Florida Supreme Court.” It 
also explains that as a result of the ruling the state legislature has “passed a law providing 
public defenders for all of the state’s judicial circuits.” 

Question 
7. What do you still wonder about this source? 

Student answers will vary.  


