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Forbes names Lancaster a 2018 “coolest” visit, furthering 
destination’s brand evolution   

 
(Lancaster, Pa.)  Lancaster’s on a new Forbes list of the 10 coolest U.S. cities to visit in 2018, 
providing just one more example of how the evolution in the area’s tourism brand continues to 
gain notice. 
 
Keeping company with such hot destinations as Savannah, San Antonio, Philadelphia, and 
Portland, Maine, this latest accolade is part of increasing media recognition of all the many 
things to do and see in the Lancaster area. 
 
Similar recent stories have ranged from the New York Post’s comparing Lancaster to a mini-
Brooklyn, to Thrillist.com including Lancaster in its list of nine surprisingly great U.S. food 
cities, to Hearst Newswire riffing on Lancaster’s fusion of hip and historic, to the New York 
Daily News noting that Lancaster is “cooler than you think.” 
 
As the official destination marketing organization for the area, Discover Lancaster has been at 
the forefront in leading this brand evolution, based on its findings that a large segment of 
travelers know little of all that today’s Lancaster offers. 
 
“Utilizing various new marketing material and strategies, we’ve worked hard over the past few 
years to widen visitor perceptions of Lancaster, and pieces like the Forbes Top 10 list show this 
message is resonating,” said Discover Lancaster President Kathleen Frankford. 
 
“More and more travelers are starting to realize that Lancaster includes not only Amish 
countryside, Pennsylvania Dutch dining, and outlets, but also walkable towns, hip arts and 
entertainment, family attractions, varied dining and shopping experiences, outdoor recreation, 
and exceptional lodging.” 
 
“By highlighting this full range of activities, we can appeal both to those visitors who already 
love Lancaster and to those who are likely to love the area once they know all it has to offer.” 
 
Lancaster is a wonderful blend of urban style and rural splendor, with many rich cultures, from the Amish to the 
arts. Travelers can take in our vibrant downtown city life – with galleries, great dining, specialty shops, and live 
music – and explore surrounding towns and villages to get a sampling of the heritage, food, craftsmanship, and 
attractions for which Lancaster is famous. Visit us at www.DiscoverLancaster.com.     
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