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Behind the scenes: U.S. Women's Open 

success spurred Lancaster's Solheim Cup bid  

MIKE GROSS | Sports Writer, LNP, 6/8/16 

After knocking the ball out of the park last summer as the host of the U.S. Women’s Open last 

summer, local officials have been seeking something that would make an even bigger impact at 

Lancaster Country Club and in the surrounding region. 

Something that would draw even bigger crowds. 

And put even more money in the pockets of local businesses. 

That bigger prize has been targeted. 

Now it’s a matter of landing it. 

On Tuesday, Lancaster Country Club formally announced its bid to host the 2021 Solheim Cup, 

an every-other-year team competition between women’s golfers from the United States and 

Europe. 

And the bid committee’s secret weapon? 

You. 

It hopes to enlist all of Lancaster County and southcentral Pennsylvania in the effort. 

"In 2015, we invited the nation. In 2021, we want to invite the world,'' reads one entry on the 

@BidtoWin2021 Twitter page. 

There's also a BidToWin2021.com website, which launched Tuesday. On the site, anyone can go 

and pledge to be a volunteer or sponsor, or express support for the bid. 

The committee is strongly urging people to do that, and it considers community support and 

enthusiasm the crux of its bid. 

"We're not going in this to lose,'' bid committee chairman Jerry Hostetter said Monday. "We're 

going in to win, for the community and the club.'' 

"We think the community will answer the call,'' added vice-chair Rory Connaughton. "If it does, 

Lancaster will be very tough to beat.'' 

Tough competition 

http://bidtowin2021.com/
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It's not a slam dunk for Lancaster, by any means. 

At least four other golf clubs or entities — including national names that have hosted major 

championships — are expected to bid. 

They include the Inverness Club in Toledo, Ohio; Oak Tree in Edmond, Oklahoma; Scioto 

Country Club in Columbus, Ohio; and a group from San Antonio, Texas, that doesn't yet have a 

firm venue. 

Lancaster’s committee will send its official bid packet to the LPGA late this month and will 

travel to the association’s headquarters in July to formally make its pitch. 

While Lancaster’s resume is short, especially compared to Inverness, it’s impressive. 

Last summer’s U.S. Women’s Open drew an estimated 135,000 fans, by far a record for that 

event. Golfers, national media members and others fawned over the experience offered by the 

first-time host. 

After the Open, former golfer and current Golf Channel analyst Lisa Cornwell tweeted, “Biggest 

crowds I've ever seen at a women's golf tournament.” LPGA Tour commissioner Michael Whan 

called Lancaster Country Club “a world-class venue.” And much praise was heaped upon the 

event by the Open participants; just one example was this exclamation-filled message on social 

media from Paula Creamer: "THANK YOU TO THE FANS AND VOLUNTEERS!!!!!! You 

guys were just absolutely incredible!!!!! I wish it was like this every week!!!! Please bring us 

back to this amazing city of LANCASTER!” 

U.S. vs. Europe 

The Solheim Cup would, by most measures, be an even bigger deal for Lancaster County than 

the U.S. Women’s Open. 

The event, which is held every two years and alternates sites between the U.S. and Europe, draws 

around 175,000 spectators, according to the LPGA. 

While the economic impact of last summer’s Women’s Open was estimated at $25 million, the 

LPGA projects that the Solheim Cup brings in about twice that amount. 

A big part of the difference is the makeup of the crowd. With the Women’s Open, about 80 

percent of the spectators were locals or day-trippers. 

The Solheim Cup tends to attract a less local crowd that is expected to include 10,000 to 15,000 

Europeans who make a vacation out of the event. 

That type of crowd is, of course, more likely to stay in local hotels, eat at local restaurants and 

visit local attractions. 
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"International visitors are the fastest-growing segment of our market,'' said Discover Lancaster 

President Kathleen Frankford, who spoke at Tuesday's press conference. "It's perfect for us, and 

we learned a lot last time. This time we'll be able to start (marketing efforts) earlier and be more 

creative.'' 

Preparing to bid 

Hostetter and Connaughton started thinking about the Solheim Cup, and talking to LPGA 

officials informally about it, the week after the Women’s Open ended last July. 

Then, Connaughton went to LPGA headquarters in Florida in December to throw Lancaster’s hat 

in the ring for the 2021 Solheim Cup. (He was outnumbered, 12 to 1, by the contingent from 

Inverness.) 

Since then, Barry Deach, tournament director for the U.S. Women’s Open, has again been 

brought on board. Lancaster’s committee has already had meetings with state and local 

government agencies and obtained pledges of support and/or money from more than 50 business 

entities, Hostetter said. 

‘College football atmosphere’ 

Many sports fans are familiar with the Ryder Cup, the biennial team competition between men’s 

golfers from the U.S. and Europe. The Solheim Cup is the women’s version, named for the 

Solheim family that manufactures Ping golf equipment. 

It is a three-day, match-play event with better-ball and alternate-shot matches between two-

player teams the first two days. The final day consists of 12 singles matches. 

Each team has a non-playing captain (in 2017, Juli Inkster for the U.S. and Annika Sorenstam for 

Europe) and 12 players. Ten players are chosen by a points system and the captain selects the 

other two. 

The U.S. has won nine of the 14 Solheim Cups, including a dramatic 14½ to 13½ win last year in 

Germany. 

Next year's Cup will be played in Des Moines, Iowa. The 2019 matches will be at Gleneagles in 

Scotland. 

Team match play with national pride on the line is much different from the weekly stroke-play 

events of the LPGA and PGA tours, for players and spectators. 

The format tends to create wilder, more dramatic golf, and certainly more emotion. In the 

gallery, there will be face paint, flag-waving and high-fives that leave bruises. 
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There is coaching involved in making the captain's picks, choosing better-ball and alternate-shot 

partnerships and selecting the order of the lineup. 

"It's more akin to a college football atmosphere than a traditional golf event,'' Connaughton said. 

"You'll see people cheering for somebody missing a putt,'' Hostetter added. 

#  #  # 


