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Sports tourism: Developers look to capitalize 

on growing business sector with proposed 

complex 

By David O'Connor 

Central Penn Business Journal, September 23, 2016 

  

 
A group led by Spooky Nook Sports founder, Sam Beiler, third from right, congregates in the lobby of the sports 

facility when it was under construction in 2013 in East Hempfield Township, Lancaster County. 

It's as close to recession-proof as a business sector can get. 

At the very least, it is “economically resilient,” said Joel Cliff, director of communications and 

advocacy for Discover Lancaster, Lancaster County’s tourism bureau. 

 

He was talking about sports tourism, a sector whose economic impact has grown sixfold in 

Lancaster County, from around $10 million per year in spending on hotels, restaurants and other 

items in 2008 up to more than $60 million. 

 

The same picture is true nationally, he said. Spending on sports tourism hit $9.45 billion in 2015, 

up from $8.3 billion in 2012.  

 

Cliff and other area tourism and business leaders, like York County’s Anne Druck, agree that it 

seems to be a good time for sports tourism. 

 

Their comments come in the wake of a recent application from developers who hope to build a 

new youth-oriented sports facility in Manchester Township, near York. 
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“Having a venue like this gives us the possibility of bringing in a new tournament or perhaps 

adding on to an existing one,” said Druck, president of the York County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau. 

 

Sports tourism in York County brings at least $26 million in economic benefits tied to sales, 

taxes and jobs, she said — and that’s not including the impact of the York Revolution minor-

league baseball team. 

 

So even though details have yet to be announced regarding the proposed sports facility, Druck is 

excited about its possibilities. 

 

The region already boasts top-notch facilities. But, she said, “People in York County would like 

to have a venue where a sport like lacrosse could be held here.” 

New facility planned 

Manchester Township recently received a request to amend its zoning to allow for a “community 

commercial sports facility” as a special-exception use in one of the suburban township’s five 

residential high-density and office zones. 

 

No specific site for the complex has been named by the developers, Rutter’s Properties LP of 

York. One of its principals, Chad Rutter, declined to discuss more details until township leaders 

had a chance to review the proposal. 

 

The five township supervisors, who have the final decision, have scheduled a hearing on Oct. 19, 

at 6 p.m. at the township building, 3200 Farmtrail Road to hear public comments. 

 

The earliest the township supervisors could approve the zoning revision would be at their regular 

meeting on Nov. 8, township officials have said. 

 

In their application, developers for the would-be sports venue used what a Manchester Township 

official called an “example location” on the west side of Susquehanna Trail, just south of First 

Assembly of God Church. 

 

It also showed a building that would be 90,000 square feet, or close to two football fields, with 

an air-supported dome structure 80 feet high. It would include a multi-use field that could host 

games for baseball, lacrosse, field hockey and other sports, plus basketball and volleyball courts, 

a rock climbing wall and offices. 

 

Township officials emphasize that the site and application details could change. 

Sports tourism brings big benefits 

Sports visitors spend an average of $400 a day when they come to an area for a youth tournament 

or other event, Druck said. That’s higher than people visiting for business, leisure or special 
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events, she said. 

 

And the spending is likely to continue rising, said Lancaster County’s Cliff. 

 

“It’s pretty economically resilient at least, certainly, with the youth travel component of it … 

Parents make sacrifices to give their kids those experiences,” Cliff said. 

 

In Lancaster County, sports tourism has grown thanks to major facilities like Spooky Nook 

Sports, which opened in 2013 in East Hempfield Township, and the Lancaster County 

Convention Center, open since 2009, Cliff continued. 

 

The convention center has served, among other ways, as a site for the Martin Luther King 

Classic volleyball tournament, held at nine locations in Lancaster and York counties in January. 

 

Discover Lancaster four years ago added a sports tourism section to its website “to bring all of 

our facilities and fields together, and to just try to make it easier for tournament directors and 

travel teams to find what they need in one place,” Cliff said. 

 

And the $60-million figure for sports-related economic benefits each year, he added, does not 

include events Discover Lancaster is not involved with, so the overall figure is likely higher. 

 

Officials in York County expect a similar boost from the facility proposed for Manchester 

Township. 

 

“I’m excited at the potential, I’m excited at the idea … and I do think there’s a need, I think 

there’s a niche, and I do think it’ll be a good thing for York County,” said state Rep. Kevin 

Schreiber, who later this year is set to become president and CEO of the York County Economic 

Alliance. 

#  #  # 

 


