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Lagoon Pond Reflection 
My summer internship with the Oak Bluffs and Vineyard Haven shellfish departments offered me an enriching experience. I was not only given the opportunity to learn more about shellfish lifecycles and coastal ecosystems, but was able to give back to the island. 
One of the first things that we learned was boating safety and how to drive a boat. Fred was a great teacher, for he was not only encouraging, but helped me gain the skills to feel comfortable boating independently. Learning to boat safely was not only a technical skill, but something that was critical in order for us to access different areas of the water throughout the summer.
Following learning how to boat we learned about the process of propagating shellfish, and all of the different steps that occur at different times of the year. We participated in equipment maintenance, seeding, and routine maintenance in which we checked the shellfish to see how they were developing throughout the summer. 
A big aspect of the summer was working to educate the public about the importance of proper shellfish harvesting, and ecosystem protection.  While the work we did was critical to the propagation of shellfish; I also realized the role that the public plays in the protection of shellfish as well. A task I was personally given was to create a sign to educate about the different shellfish seasons which were then posted around Oak Bluffs; I really enjoyed feeling that I was helping to make a difference for the water ecosystem overall. 
Finally, my favorite thing about this internship was that I felt that the internship promoted curiosity. No matter who I was working with, there was always time for questions, and I can think of many times in which we would discuss why we were going to do something, to ensure that we were really understanding the why behind our actions. Donovan specifically was extremely helpful in teaching me about the legal side of things, how law enforcement works, and how we use the law to protect the water and all of the species located in the water. 
Overall, I had a great experience, and not only learned physical skills about boating and water protection, but felt I gained a lot of knowledge about the many ecosystems on Martha’s Vineyard. 





