


Throughout the Old Testament, God's people waited full of hope for the Mes-
siah. Today, we know that the Messiah has already come, that he was born
over two thousand years ago in a stable in Bethlehem. But as we prepare to
celebrate Jesus' birth on Christmas Day, we also excitedly wait, like God's
people in the Old Testament. In fact, the four weeks leading up to Christmas
are a special time for God's people to join together in anticipation of Christ's
birth. This time is called Advent.

Many churches use Advent wreaths that have five candles making up a circle.
The candles are lit, one candle per week, for four weeks; the fifth candle is lit
on Christmas Eve. Often, a special reading is said during the lighting of each
candle.

The Advent At Home eBook contains five Advent devotionals that can be
read each week at home. Your family can follow each week’s instructions and
arrange five candles and maybe decorate them with a simple wreath. You
could talk about each of the four Advent candles: hope, peace, joy, and love.
On Christmas Eve, light the fifth candle to represent Christ, the light of the
world.

We pray that this practice of participating in Advent gives your family a deep
sense of anticipation for Christmas. May God bless you during this special season.
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Advent At Home: Yeek —Hope

Choose a day and time each week when your family will light the
Advent candle, for example, Sunday evening after supper. Try to be
consistent.

Light the candle of the corresponding week. Hope is the first
candle. In following weeks, you would also light the candles from
the previous weeks.

Each week, take turns reading and lighting the candle(s). Have
someone say, “This is the first week of Advent, and we light the
candle of hope.”Then have someone light the candle of hope.

CASEY'S DAY

Dig Deeper:

Read the devotion Advent: A Time of Hope or listen

to the audio here. To learn more about what hope

means in the Bible, read Isaiah 9:2-7.

Pray the prayer at the end of the devotion together.

Ask this question: “In what ways can we show the hope

in Jesus to others?” Allow each family member to answer ’
the question, and then have a conversation about what

hope means to them. After the sharing time, say, “Let’s

find ways to show our hope in Jesus to everyone we meet

this week.”

Listen to (or even sing!) a family favorite Christmas
carol about hope, like “O Come All Ye Faithful”

. SHOW ENCOURAGEMENT!
THAT’S PROBABLY WHAT THEY'RE
HOPING FOR!



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-peace
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A2-7&version=NIV

https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-hope

Kids’ Bible Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

Today’s Verse: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the govern-
ment will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)

So, what are you waiting for? Is there something extra special you hope will
happen someday? Are you waiting for something to happen? Maybe it's an
exciting event, like a birthday or maybe you’re waiting for an important
package to arrive. Waiting for something can be hard. “Looking forward”
means that something special hasn't arrived just yet.

The Israelites were waiting for something. During the time of Isaiah, Israel
had been conquered over and over. Foreign enemies ruled over them, and
they wanted so much to be free. Where did their hope come from? They be-
lieved the Messiah, a rescuer, would come and save them. With his prophe-
cies of a Messiah, Isaiah gave hope to God’s people. Isaiah and other Old
Testament prophets waited with hope that someday God’s Messiah would
come. Could they have imagined how Jesus would one day come to defeat
the powerful enemy Satan and free God’s people from both sin and death?

How does Jesus give you hope? He died on the cross and paid for your sins,
setting you free from Satan’s power. He protects you today too. He also
promises you eternal life and equips you from now on to live for him. Have
you given your life to Jesus yet? So, what are you waiting for?

Prayer

God of hope, thank you that the prophets continued to tell
people that the Messiah was coming. Help us walk in hope
during the weeks of Advent, as we wait and prepare for
Jesus’ coming. We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-hope
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A2-7&version=NIV

Advent At Home: Yeek 2— Peace

Continue the same day and time each week when your family will
light the Advent candle, for example, Sunday evening after supper.
Try to be consistent.

Light the second Advent candle: peace. This week, you would also
light the candle from the previous week (hope).

Have someone say, “This is the second week of Advent. We light
the candle of hope from last week. Today, we light the candle of
peace.” Have someone light the candle of hope and then the
candle of peace.

Dig Deeper:

Read the devotion Advent: A Time of Peace or listen

to the audio here. To learn more about what peace

means in the Bible, read Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46-56; John 16:33.
Pray the prayer at the end of the devotion together.

Ask this question: “In what ways can we show the peace

of Christ to others?” Allow each family member to answer .
the question, and then have a conversation about what

peace means to them. After the sharing time, say, “Let’s

find ways to show the peace in Jesus to everyone we meet

this week”

Listen to (or even sing!) a family favorite Christmas
carol about peace, like “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”

THIS IS THE SECOND WEEK
OF ADVENT, ANO WE LIGHT THE
CANOLE OF PEACE. PRAY WITH THEM FOR PEACE.

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE
WITH 600!



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-peace
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-56&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33&version=NIV

Advent: A Time of Peace

https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-peace

Kids’ Bible Reading: Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46-56; John 16:33

Today’s Verse: “l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be ful-
filled.” Luke 1:38 (NIV)

Are there any big changes coming in your life? Have you been expecting these changes?
Sometimes we see big changes coming, and they change our whole lives: perhaps it’s a
move to a new city, the birth of a sibling, or waiting to start the next grade. When a big
change happens, we can feel both excited and anxious.

Mary, a young teenager, was engaged to Joseph when, all of sudden, the angel Gabriel
appeared and told her that she would be the mother of the Son of God! How do you
think she reacted to this incredible news? Was she excited? Did she worry what Joseph
would think? Did she feel anxious about becoming a mother so unexpectedly? Jesus’
coming would dramatically change her life forever.

Look at the end of Mary's astonishing conversation with an angel! Mary felt at peace and
beautifully responded, “l am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.” This
was great faith! In trust, Mary gave everything that she was and everything she wanted
to be to the Lord. She obeyed the word of God spoken to her. By answering that she was
the Lord’s servant, she had peace about God making big changes to the plans she’d made
for her life. Over two thousand years later, we still are amazed by that peace.

Mary heard the angel say, “Nothing is impossible with God.” Believe and trust that God
has a plan for you too. Whatever you face, God is with you. God is faithful and will protect
you. When we feel anxious about changes that are happening, we can pray for peace.
And God, who knows us really well, will calm our anxiety and give us his peace.

Prayer

Prince of Peace, thank you that you are with us even when

we are going through big changes. Help us walk in peace
during the weeks of Advent, as we wait and prepare for
Jesus’ coming. We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-peace
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-56&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33&version=NIV

Aduent At Home: Yeek S—Joy

Continue the same day and time each week when your family will
light the Advent candle, for example, Sunday evening after supper.
Try to be consistent.

Light the third Advent candle: joy. The pink candle represents joy.
This week, you would also light the candles from the previous
weeks (hope and peace).

Have someone say, “This is the third week of Advent. We light the
candles of hope and of peace from the last two weeks. Today, we
light the candle of joy.” Have someone light the candles of hope,

peace, and lastly joy.

Dig Deeper:

Read the devotion Advent: A Time of Joy or listen
to the audio here. To learn more about what joy
means in the Bible, read Luke 2:8-20; John 15:10-12.

Pray the prayer at the end of the devotion together.

Ask this question: “In what ways can we show the joy of
the Lord to others?” Allow each family member to answer .
the question, and then have a conversation about what

hope means to them. After the sharing time, say, “Let’s

find ways to show our joy in Jesus to everyone we meet

this week

Listen to (or even sing!) a family favorite Christmas
carol about joy, like “Joy to the World.”

THIS IS THE THIRD WEEK
OF AOVENT. WE LIGHT THE
. CANOLE OF JOY. /

EVEN ON HARD DAYS, WE
IN WHAT WAYS CAN WE S o . KNOW 60D IS STILL 6000/
SHOW THE JOY OF THE
LORD TO OTHERS?



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-joy
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A10-12&version=NIV
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https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-joy

Kids’ Bible Reading: Luke 2:8-20; John 15:10-12
Today’s Verse: But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 (NIV)

When was the last time God did an extraordinary thing in your life? Are you waiting for
God to do something amazing?

In the reading today, the shepherds probably couldn’t wait for morning to come. Night
was a dangerous time for sheep. They might wander off in the darkness, and more preda-
tors hunt at night. So these low-paid workers eagerly waited for the early morning sun to
make things easier for them. Instead, they experienced something totally unexpected
and really big: first, an angel appeared and announced to them joyful news about a new-
born Savior, and then a sky full of angels praised God. Overwhelmed with joy, they ran to
meet this wonderful baby, and then they spread the word, glorifying and praising God.
God had changed everything!

Maybe God did something really big in your life, like answer a prayer in a huge way.
Maybe you were going through a really tough time and an unexpected blessing came
just at the right moment. When we can point to something amazing God did, we're awe-
struck and filled with praise for God.

But maybe that hasn’t been your experience. Maybe when someone asks you about your
day, you respond with, “Nothing special.” And yet, God is at work, even when we don’t
always see it. We don't always expect God to show up and bless us, but we should, be-
cause that's what God does. Maybe it’s a small thing, like a friend saying something kind
when you really need it. Maybe it’s a beautiful early morning sunrise. What has God done
today that brought you joy? What makes you want to glorify and praise him? Look for
God’s blessings and anticipate that he will do something. He always does!

ﬁ’mye’b

God in the highest heavens, thank you for all your blessings. Help
us to be on the lookout for the ways that you are working in our
lives and in the world. Help us walk in joy during the weeks of
Advent, as we wait and prepare for Jesus’ coming. We pray in
the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-joy
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A10%E2%80%9312&version=NIV

Advent At Home: Yeek 4—Love

Continue the same day and time each week when your family will
light the Advent candle, for example, Sunday evening after supper.
Try to be consistent.

Light the fourth Advent candle: love. This week, you would also
light the candles from the previous weeks (hope, peace, and joy).

Have someone say, “This is the fourth week of Advent. We light the
candles of hope, peace, and joy from the weeks before. Today, we
light the candle of love” Have someone light the candles of hope,
peace, joy, and lastly love.

Dig Deeper:

Read the devotion Advent: A Time of Love or listen

to the audio here. To learn more about what love

means in the Bible, read John 3:16 and Luke 2:8-20.

Pray the prayer at the end of the devotion together.

Ask this question: “In what ways can we show God’s love

to others?” Allow each family member to answer the .
question, and then have a conversation about what

hope means to them. After the sharing time, say, “Let’s

find ways to show our love in Jesus to everyone we meet

this week.

Listen to (or even sing!) a family favorite Christmas
carol about love, like “Away in a Manger.”

CASLY'S DAY

THIS IS THE FOURTH WEEK
OF ADVENT. WE LIGHT THE
o & CANDLE OF LOVE.

- = V2 TN
254/t L
. BE A FRIEND! .
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£
IN WHAT WAYS CAN

WE SHOW 600’S LOVE
TO OTHERS?



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-love
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=NIV
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https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-love

Kids’ Bible Reading: Luke 1:5-25; Luke 1:26-38;
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:13-15

Today’s Verse: While Joseph was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord
came to him in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph, the baby that Mary will
have is from the Holy Spirit. Go ahead and marry her. Then after her baby is
born, name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Mat-
thew 1:20-21 (CEV)

Angels are cool. Did you ever wonder about angels?

As you read the Christmas story, listen to the angels. Each time an angel
speaks, notice that the angel describes Jesus and tells how God will change
the world. The angel Gabriel told Zechariah that his son John would “get
people ready for the Lord.” Gabriel described Jesus to Mary as “the Son of
God Most High.” Joseph heard from an angel in a dream that Jesus “will save
his people from their sins.” To the shepherds in the fields, the angel de-
scribed the baby as their Savior, so the shepherds couldn’t wait to go and
meet him.

Much later, Jesus himself proclaimed the full meaning of the angels’ an-
nouncements saying, “God loved the people of this world so much that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal
life and never really die” (John 3:16). All the angels’ messages showed God'’s
unending love. Through the angels, God revealed his plan, introduced his
Son, and showed his love for his people.

Take time today to enjoy the love that God offers. Let’s remember to love
others as God loved us when he gave us his most precious gift.

Prayer

Savior God, help us to put you first in our lives so that we may
know your love and show it in our lives. Teach us to love. Help
us walk in your love during the weeks of Advent, as we wait
and prepare for Jesus’ coming. We pray in the name of Jesus,
our Savior. Amen.



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/advent-a-time-of-love
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A5-25&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A18-25&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-20&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-15&version=CEV
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CASEY'S DAY

Advent At Home: Christmas Gue—Fhe Christ Candle

On Christmas Eve, bring your family together for one last candle

lighting. Be

consistent with the time of day, like after supper.

Light the white pillar candle that represents Christ, the light of the
world, on Christmas Eve. Light the candles from the previous
weeks also (hope, peace, joy, and love).

Have someone say, “Tonight is Christmas Eve. We celebrate Christ
coming to the world, and we light the Christ candle. We also light
the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love.” Have someone light the
candles of hope, peace, joy, love, and lastly the Christ candle.

TONIGHT IS CHRISTMAS EVE. WE
CELEBRATE CHRIST COMING TO THE
WORLD AND WE LIGHT THE
CHRIST CANOLE.

Dig Deeper:
Read the devotion Christmas: Celebrating Christ in the
World or listen to the audio here. To learn more about what
it means to celebrate Christ in the world, read John 1:1-18
and Ephesians 3:20-21.
Pray the prayer at the end of the devotion together.
Ask this question: “In what ways can we show how Jesus .
has changed everything by coming to the world?” Allow
each family member to answer the question, and then have
a conversation about what Jesus means to them. After the
sharing time, say, “Let’s find ways to show how Jesus has
changed everything to everyone we meet this week.”’

Listen to (or even sing!) a family favorite Christmas
carol like “Silent Night”

LET'S SHOW HOPE,
PEACE, JOY AND LOVE IN
IN WHAT WAYS CAN EVERYTHING THAT WE DO/

WE SHOW HOW JESUS
HAS CHANGED EVERYTHING =N
8Y COMING TO THE Q
WORLO? C _



https://kidscorner.net/devotions/christmas-jesus-has-changed-everything
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A20-21&version=NIV

Chuistmas: Jesws Has Changed Guewthing!

https://kidscorner.net/devotions/christmas-jesus-has-changed-everything

Kids’ Bible Reading: John 1:1-18; Ephesians 3:20-21

Today’s Verse: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 (NIV)

Advent is about waiting for the Messiah to come. Do you ever wonder if
Jesus eagerly awaited his appointed time to arrive? Did our rescuer see the
hurt in the world and long to save us?

“In the beginning was the Word...” John begins his gospel’s telling of the
Christmas story in a different way. Jesus is God’s Word, and he existed before
time began. Since Jesus was with the Father right from the start, that means
Jesus saw Adam and Eve turn their backs on God. He watched the Israelites
worship the golden calf, Baal, and other false gods. He witnessed the kings
of Judah make many bad choices and fall further away from God. He waited
for the time when he would come to earth as Immanuel (which means “God
with us”).

When Jesus came, the world didn’t recognize him; they did not really under-
stand who the Messiah was. They were expecting a mighty warrior, a king
who would defeat the Romans. Instead, they got a baby in a manger. They
were expecting violence, battles, and death. Instead, God gave his people an
unexpected gift that was far better than they could have ever hoped or
imagined. Jesus brought them hope, peace, joy, and God’s unending love.

During these four past weeks, we waited patiently to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Jesus gives us hope in God’s promises for us today and for eternity. He gives
us peace because we know he will never leave us. We have joy because he
has defeated sin and saved us. God loved us so much that he sent Jesus
down to earth to become a human and live with people just like us. In every-
thing we do, let's show how Jesus’ unexpected arrival has changed every-

thing.
ﬁ’mye’b

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20-21)


https://kidscorner.net/devotions/christmas-jesus-has-changed-everything
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A20-21&version=NIV

QNow to him who is able
to do immeasuwiably mo'e
than all we ask o imagine,
accolding lo his powet that
is al wek within us, to him
be glowy in the chuwich and
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all generations, fo'v ever
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Amen.
(Gphesians 3:20-21)
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