
Rabbinic Letter 
to Leaders of the Reform Jewish Movement 

to Prevent the Eviction of the Sumarin Family in Silwan

Elul 5780 / September 2020

To the Leaders of the Reform Movement: 

 ״עורו עורו ישנים משנתכם, והקיצו נרדמים מתרדמתכם״
"Arise, arise, sleepers from your sleep; awaken slumberers from your slumber.”

With these words, the great scholar Maimonides describes the purpose of the shofar 
(Hilchot Teshuva 3:4). And it is in this same spirit that we reach out to you in the days 
ahead of Rosh HaShanah. In this time of cheshbon nefesh and reflection, the piercing sound 
of the shofar is a wake-up call to examine our words, our deeds, and our personal and 
communal complicity in wrongdoing and our capacity to do better. 

We, Reform rabbis and community leaders, call on you, as leaders of the Reform movement,
to take action to prevent the eviction of the Sumarin family, a Palestinian family who has 
been living in their home in Silwan for generations and has been facing eviction 
proceedings for thirty years, and ensure that a permanent and just solution is reached. The 
Reform movement chairs the board of Himanuta — the JNF subsidiary which “owns” the 
home and is pushing the eviction proceedings — and sits on the board of JNF-KKL Israel, so
there is real, tangible action our movement can take. We ask that you publicly and privately
demand the Jewish National Fund-Keren HaKayemet L’Yisrael stop its efforts to take the 
Sumarin family’s home and relinquish any legal rights it has to the home. This eviction runs
contrary to the Reform movement’s most basic values of upholding compassion and 
fairness toward everyone, and we request that you join us in speaking out in support of the 
Sumarin family. 

Despite the length and complexity of the case, the Sumarin family faces a basic injustice. 
The JNF-KKL — in coordination with the right-wing settler organization Elad — is using a 
twisted interpretation of the Absentee Property Law to force out the Sumarin family. 
Moreover, the attempt to evict the family is part of a broader strategy by the Israeli settler 
movement to push Palestinians out of East Jerusalem neighborhoods and make room for 
Israeli settlers. We must stand up against the unjust removal of a family from their home. 
During a time of global pandemic, when we are all asked to stay in our homes to keep safe 
and healthy, we must not throw a family out onto the streets. Our movement’s connection 
to JNF-KKL, and through this case to Elad, means that we have become party to a grave 
injustice. 

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (109a-b) teaches that the fundamental wickedness of Sodom was 
its valuing of property ownership over care for human beings. We must ensure that the sins
of Sodom do not come to bear in Jerusalem. We must actively and vigorously stand up 
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against the unconscionable eviction of the Sumarin family in particular and Palestinians 
from East Jerusalem more broadly. 

As rabbis committed to our movement, we hope that the Reform movement will continue 
to stand for its values by fighting on behalf of the Sumarin family in public and in private 
and bring about a permanent solution through relinquishing claims to the house. The 
family has a hearing in the Israeli Supreme Court in April. In November, the Reform 
movement will lose its coalitional strength within the JNF-KKL. In the words of Rabbi 
Tarfon, “היום קצר והמלאכה מרובה”, the day is short and the work is great.” It is incumbent 
upon us to act now while we still can and halt these unjust proceedings, which have 
threatened the family for thirty years. The JNF could stop all of these proceedings today if it
chose to do so. The Reform movement is centrally positioned to bring about a just outcome.

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham, Temple Sholom, Scotch Plains, NJ
Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth, Burlington, MA
Rabbi Thomas Alpert, Temple Etz Chaim, Franklin, MA
Rabbi Renni Altman, Vassar Temple, Poughkeepsie, NY
Rabbi Melanie Aron, Congregation Shir Hadash, Los Gatos, CA
Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Torat Tzedek-Torah of Justice, Jerusalem, Israel
Rabbi Sharon Ballan, Temple Beth Sholom, Flushing, NY
Rabbi Eliot Baskin, Denver, CO
Rabbi Sara Bassin, Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills CA
Rabbi RBO Bat-Or, IKAR, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Haim Beliak, Beth Ohr, Studio City, CA
Rabbi Allen B. Bennett, San Francisco, CA
Rabbi James Bennett, Congregation Shaare Emeth, St. Louis, MO
Rabbi Philip J Bentley, Hendersonville NC
Rabbi Marc E. Berkson, Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun, Milwaukee, WI
Rabbi Howard A. Berman, Rabbi Emeritus, Central Reform Temple, Boston, MA
Rabbi Jonathan Biatch, Temple Beth El, Madison, WI
Rabbi Joseph R. Black, Temple Emanuel, Denver, CO
Rabbi Barry Block, Congregation B’nai Israel, Little Rock, AK
Rabbi Daniel M. Bronstein, Hunter College, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Deborah Bronstein, Congregation Har HaShem, Boulder CO
Rabbi John Bush, Greater Chicago area Jewish community, Oak Lawn, IL 
Rabbi Joshua Caruso, Fairmount Temple, Beachwood, OH
Rabbi Max Chaiken, Congregation Kol Ami, West Hollywood, CA
Rabbi Ken Chasen, Leo Baeck Temple, Los Angeles CA
Rabbi Steven Chester, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple sinai, Oakland , CA
Rabbi Micah Citrin, Temple Beth David, Westwood, MA
Rabbi Sharon Clevenger, The Rashi School, Dedham, MA
Rabbi Steven Chester, Oakland, CA
Rabbi Heidi Cohen, HaNefesh, Santa Ana, CA
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Rabbi Michael Tevya Cohen, Rabbi ACPE Certified Educator, Dallas, TX
Rabbi Dan Danson, Temple Bnai Israel, Laconia, NH
Rabbi Lucy Dinner, Temple Beth Or, Raleigh NC
Rabbi Laurence Edwards, Rabbi Emeritus, Or Chadash, Chicago IL
Rabbi Lisa Edwards, Beth Chayim Chadashim, Los Angeles CA
Rabbi Michael Feinberg, Micah Faith Table, New York, NY
Rabbi Nancy Flam, Northampton Jewish Community , Northampton, MA
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich, Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo, New York
Rabbi Nora Feinstein, Director of Organizing, T'ruah 
Rabbi Adam D. Fisher, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Isaiah, Stony Brook, NY; Port Jefferson Station, NY 
Rabbi Samantha Frank, Temple Micah, Washington, DC
Rabbi John Friedman, Judea Reform Congregation, Durham, NC
Rabbi Ruth Gais, Chavurat Lamdeinu, Summit, NJ
Rabbi David Gelfand, Temple Israel of the City of New York, New York
Rabbi Joan Glazer Farber, Derekh: A Pathway into Adult Jewish Learning, Tarrytown, NY
Rabbi Irwin Goldenberg, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Beth Israel, York, PA; Forest Hills, NY
Rabbi Debra Goldstein, Natick, MA
Rabbi Elizabeth Goldstein, Congregation Ner Shalom, Woodbridge, VA
Rabbi Jen Gubitz, Temple Israel, Boston, MA
Rabbi Matt Green, Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, Montreal, QC, Canada
Rabbi Suzanne Griffel, Sinai Temple, Michigan City, IN
Rabbi Joseph Hample, Tree of Life Congregation, Morgantown, WV
Rabbi B. Charles Herring, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Kol Ami, Scottsdale, Arizona
Rabbi Jocee Hudson, Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Mark Hurvitz, davka.org, New York, NY
Rabbi Brian P. Immerman, Congregation Mishkan Israel, Hamden, CT
Rabbi Steven Jacobs, Alameda, CA
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson, Long-term Care/Hospice Chaplain, Hadley, MA
Rabbi Suzie Jacobson , Temple Israel, Boston, MA
Rabbi Andy Kahn, Temple Emanu-El, Brooklyn NY
Rabbi Yoel Kahn, Beth El , Berkeley CA
Rabbi Juliana S. Karol, Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York, NY
Rabbi Nancy Kasten, Faith Commons, Dallas, TX
Rabbi Alan J Katz, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Sinai, Rochester NY
Rabbi Rick Kellner, Congregation Beth Tikvah, Worthington, OH
Rabbi Paul Kipnes, Congregation Or Ami, Calabasas, CA
Rabbi Daniel Kirzane, Oak Park Temple, Oak Park, IL
Rabbi David L. Kline, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Annette Koch, Alameda, CAR
Rabbi Stephanie Kolin, Union Temple, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Asher Knight, Temple Beth El, Charlotte, NC
Rabbi Neil Kominsky, Brookline, MA
Rabbi Riqi Kosovske, Beit Ahavah - the Reform Synagogue of Greater Northampton, MA
Rabbi Michael L. Kramer, Hockessin, DE
Rabbi Douglas E. Krantz, Founding Rabbi Congregation B'nai Yisrael, Townsend, DE
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Rabbi Jonathan Kraus, Beth El Temple Center, Belmont, MA
Rabbi Susan Laemmle, Ph.D.
Rabbi Michael Adam Latz, Temple Shir Tikvah, Minneapolis, MN
Rabbi Michele Lenke, Makom LA, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Mark H. Levin, Founding Rabbi, Congregation Beth Torah, Overland Park, KS
Rabbi Jay Asher LeVine, Temple Isaiah, Lafayette, CA
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann, Kolot Chayeinu/Voices of Our Lives, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Janet B. Liss, North Country Reform Temple, Glen Cove, NY
Rabbi Andrea London, Beth Emet, Chicago IL
Rabbi Alan Londy, The New Reform Temple, Kansas City, MO
Rabbi Brian Lurie, Ross, CA
Rabbi Sarah Mack, Temple Beth-El, Providence, RI
Rabbi Paula Marcus, Temple Beth El, Aptos, CA
Rabbi Todd Markley, Temple Beth Shalom, Needham, MA
Rabbi Susan Marks, New College of Florida, Sarasota, FL
Rabbi Batsheva Meiri, Congregation Beth HaTephila, Asheville, NC
Rabbi Dr. Sabine Meyer, Tree of Life, Columbia, SC
Rabbi Rachel S. Mikva, Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL
Rabbi Laurence Milder, Congregation Beth Emek, Pleasanton, CA
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher, Temple Shaaray Tefila, New York, NY 
Rabbi Linda Motzkin, Temple Sinai, Saratoga Springs, NY 
Rabbi Cantor Robin Nafshi, Temple Beth Jacob, Concord, NH
Rabbi Aaron M Petuchowski, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Sholom of Chicago
Rabbi Sally Priesand, Ocean Township, NJ 
Rabbi Jonathan Prosnit, Congregation Beth Am, Los Altos Hills, CA
Rabbi Frederick Reeves, KAM Isaiah Israel, Chicago, IL
Rabbi Fred N. Reiner, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Sinai, Washington, DC
Rabbi John Rosove, Senior Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Benjamin Ross, Leo Baeck Temple of Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein, Temple Sinai, Saratoga Springs, NY
Rabbi Laura Rumpf, Peninsula Temple Beth El, San Mateo, CA
Rabbi Gila Ruskin, Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Rachel Saphire, Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley, MA
Rabbi Rebecca Einstein Schorr, Lehigh Valley, Emmaus, PA
Rabbi Gerald Serotta, Chevy Chase, MD
Rabbi Joel Simonds, Founding Executive Director, the Jewish Center for Justice 
Rabbi Jeremy Simons
Rabbi Rena Singer, Temple Sholom, Chicago IL
Rabbi Suzanne Singer, Temple Beth El, Riverside CA 
Rabbi Joel Sisenwine, Beth Elohim, Wellesley, MA
Rabbi Joel Soffin, New York City, NY
Rabbi Ruth Sohn, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Josh Stanton
Rabbi Talia Stein, Temple Sinai, Brookline, MA
Rabbi Ron Stern, Stephen Wise Temple, Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker, Mount Zion Temple, St. Paul, MN
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Rabbi Susan Talve, Central Reform Congregation, St. Louis, MO
Rabbi Rachel Timoner, Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Andrew Vogel, Temple Sinai, Brookline MA
Rabbi Pamela Wax, Bronx, NY 
Rabbi Gerald I. Weider, Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn New York 
Rabbi Sarah Weissman, Congregation Beth Am, Los Altos Hills, CA
Rabbi Julia Weisz, Congregation Or Ami, Calabasas, CA
Rabbi Elaine Zecher, Temple Israel, Boston, MA 
Rabbi Daniel Zemel, Temple Micah, Washington, DC
Rabbi Henry A. Zoob, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Beth David, Westwood, MA
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