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THE 

(This sermon was delivered from the 
pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Franklin Road at Tyne Boulevard, Nash­
ville, Tennessee, by the m inister, Dr. 
Walter R . Courtenay, on September 15, 
1963. It is reprinted here wi th h is 
permission.) 

DURING the past summer the air 
was filled with the rau cou s 

sounds of conflict in Birmingham, Chi­
cago, New York and Danville. It was 
also redolent with discord within the 
United Nations, and within the Back­
ward Countries demanding recognition. 
Accompanying these was the endless 
struggle of labor and capital , and the 
seemingly endless drain on our re­
sources into the Give-Away-Programs 
at home and abroad. The air was 
charged with social electricity as indi ­
viduals, groups and nations fou ght for 
new status under the banner of equal­
ity. 

Equality has intoxicated the modern 
world. Men walk starry-eyed through 
streets and halls dreaming of new days 
and improved sta tus. The whole world 
seems in a pep-rally mood, and the 
bonfires grow larger and burn more 
fi ercely, even as the songs, chants and 
shouts of the participants become 
louder and more fervent. In a thousand 
tongues men scream their demands for 
equality, for place, for recognition , for 
"rights," for privileges. 

As one listens he frequently hears 
the words, "All men are created equal, 
and are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pur­
suit of Happin ess." But the words 
never end there, but hurry on to de­
clare that it is the responsibi lity of 
government to make all men equal and 
to maintain equality amongst men. Still 
other words are heard, declaring that 
democracy has failed to es tabli sh 
equality, and that men therefore must 
now turn to socialism and communism. 

In my summer setting, close to 
nature, I looked around for evidence 
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of equality in nature, and fo und none. 
Trees and hills are not the same in 
breadth and height. Rivers and lakes 
are not of uniform size. Not all animals 
and birds are swift and beautiful. The 
lion does not recognize the equalness 
of the antelope, nor the fox the rabbit. 
Some fields are fert ile and others 
sterile, and clouds and puddles are not 
the same, though both are water cre­
ated. In nature inequality seems to pre­
vail, and yet the inequalities of nature 
produce the beauty we admire. 

As I thought of it the same seemed 
to be true of history. ations and races 
do differ in size, wealth, prestige, 
power, creativity, and vision. Some 
soar like eagles. Some build like 
beavers. Some grow like vegetables and 
weeds in the garden called the earth. 
Between individuals, races, groups and 
nations there are broad differences, 
and equality is not a characteristic of 
either nature or human nature. 

Having reached thi s point my mind 
asked the question, Can we have both 
freedom and equality? Someone has 
said, "Freedom without equality tends 
to become license. Equa lit y without 
freedom tends to produce stagnation." 
How can these great objectives be se­
cured without damage to the highest 
social system men have yet devised, 
democracy? 

Looking back across history, I real­
ized that the Jews preached concern 
for the poor, but not equality. The 
Greeks preached democracy, but not 
equality. The Romans preached justice 
under law, but not equality. The 
Middle Ages in Europe prea ch e d 
Christ, but not equality. In fact, not 
until the French Revolution did men 
openly affirm that "Men are born and 
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always continue free and equal in re­
spects to their rights," and not until 
our Declaration declared that " All men 
are created equal" did the world come 
alive to the possibilities of equality. 
These two events placed a new chemi­
cal in the cup of life, and the contents 
of that cup are changing men. 

H ERE I paused to rethink the 
words, "All men are created 

equal." Are they? I could see that all 
men are created equall y h elpl ess, 
equall y ignorant, equally in expe ri­
enced, equally sin-touched, but I could 
not see how they could be said to be 
created equal in any other sense. Men 
do not begin life with an even start for 
all. Their beginnings are marked by 
differences in pedigrees, health, educa­
tional and moral levels, econo mi c 
strength, social status and personality 
potentials. There are broad differences 
in temperament, talents, drives, and 
desires. They do not begin life on a 
common line. 

And what of the so-called " unaliena­
ble rights, such as life, liberty and pur­
suit of happiness?" Life is the gift of 
God, and so are liberty and happiness 
- in a certain sense. But being born is 
never enough. Getting here alive is 
only a beginning. In order to really 
live one needs medical science, proper 
nutrition, adequate care, and a chance 
to become educa ted and equipped for 
adult responsibilities. As to liberty, it 
is not something that comes with birth. 
Liberty is man created, man achieved, 
and man maintained. God approves it, 
but man must win it. Happiness is a 
by-product of a way of life ra ther than 
something granted us by birth. It, too, 
is something we achieve by effort. It 
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depends on many thin gs: employment, 
purpose, personal development, and the 
r ight use of the opportunities and 
duties of life. Life God gives, but 
liberty and happi ness we must achieve. 

H aving reached that sta te of mind , I 
wondered why men eve r thought that 
government could make men equal and 
keep them equal. How can mere laws 
produce equality amongst men on a 
heart level ? How can coerced fe llow­
shi p ever become real fe ll owship ? 

That government has a role to play 
in the mi ghty, moving drama of ma n's 
progress is not denied. Our Constitu­
tion and our Bill of Rights stand to 
affirm it. It is the fun cti on of govern­
ment to state the conditions of liberty, 
equality and responsibility, but unless 
it is the will of the people to give life 
to the law, it will not work. The Pro­
hibition era proved that beyond our 
contesting. 

Then why do we believe and state in 
our legal documents that "All men are 
created equal," and have unali enable 
rights?" 

I presume it is because we must find 
some means of limiting the power of 
the powerful and of protecting the 
rights of the weak. Great power, un­
policed, tends to become destructive 
power. The rights of the weak tend to 
be lost in a land where onl y the strong 
preva il. 

W e all understand thi s, even as we 
all realize that the clamor for equality 
is a lways a push from below rather 
than a pull from above, although it 
has often been both in these U nited 
States. Slaves have never enjoyed 
being slaves. The poor have never en­
joyed being poor. The exploited have 
never been happy with exploitation. 
Those who fail have never been proud 
of their shortcomin gs, and the em­
ployed have alwa ys felt that it would 
be better if they were the employers. 
It is from this level of life that the 
hunger for equality ri ses. It is here 

that Utopia displays its broad green 
fi elds a nd still waters. It is from here 
that the valley of Shangri-la appears as 
the answer to all the ills of man. It is 
the hopelessness of the masses that pro­
vides the soil for hope in those who 
will not surrender to the accidents of 
birth and environment and it is well 
that it is so. , 

AND yet, one must face facts. In 
any classroom of pupils only a 

few qualify under the letter A. Below 
these leade rs of the classes are the B 
students, and then the C's, and then 
the D's, and then the F 's. Some by 
ability and effort ri se to the top, while 
others because of lack of ability or ap­
plication take their places on the de­
sending curve of scholarship. 

In every nation it is the same. Only 
a small percentage of people have the 
ability, the desire, the drive, the will­
ingness to work and sacrifice, to fore­
see and prepare for success in any 
realm. The people who struggle to 
succeed are never int e r es t e d in 
equality, but in superiority. Their goal 
is never the level of the masses, but a 
level above the masses. They endorse 
and espouse liberty because it crea tes 
for them a favorable climate in whi ch 
to think, plan , create, work and 
achieve according to their abilities and 
desires. They never pace themselves by 
the speed of the mediocre, but by the 
speed of the best. They are never sa ti s­
fi ed by crumbs; they want half loaves 
and whole loaves. 

It is such people who made America 
possible, and who have always led men 
in the upward climb . They are in truth 
the benefa ctors of the race. It is their 
ideas a nd crea tiveness that establish 
businesses and industries, thereby pro­
viding employment for others, and the 
taxes that make c ommunit y and 
national progress possible. They furn ­
ish our best leadership, and give to the 
nati on our best guarantee of security. 

It is because of them that progress is 
produced in all areas of life, the intel­
lectual, the artistic, the economic, the 
governmental and the social. While 
they did not build America alone, they 
provided the means whereby our 
nation came into existence and has 
continued on its upward way. 

Looking criticall y a t such a line 
of thought, I suddenly realized that the 
success of the few creates the inequali­
ties that loom large in the minds of 
the ma ny. The Haves highli ght the 
have-nots. it is the successful who out­
live the failures and all others who ta ke 
their places on the curve of life as it 
sweeps downward. 

Durin g my summer days it seemed 
to me that: 

It is the nature of some men to suc­
ceed, and others to fail. 

It is the nature of some men to get 
by, and others to achieve. 

It is the nature of the Have-littles 
to want more. 

It is the nature of the success ful to 
seek to dominate. 

It is the nature of those who are 
unsuccessful to resent it. 

It is the nature of the poor to envy. 

It is the nature of the wealthy to as­
sume unjust privileges. 

It is the nature of those who inherit 
wealth to use it well, to misuse it, or to 
feel guilty beca use they have it. 

It is the nature of the intellectuals 
who receive their compensation from 
taxes or the gifts of the economi cally 
success ful to advocate a change of sys­
tem in order to get one wherein the 
intellectuals will be as generously re­
warded as business· executives under 
Free Enterprise. 

It is because men are uneq ual in 
ability and drive, in opportunities for 
recognition and advancement, in re­
wards for work done and services 
rendered that people become restl ess 
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THE 

Problem 
of EQUALITY amiilnaed 

socially. It is the inequalities of 
humanity that create the crusaders for 
equality. In the 18th ce ntury men 
looked to democracy as the answer to 
the inequalities amongst men, and now 
in the 20th men look toward socialism 
and communism. 

Democracy as we have tried to shape 
it in America has been heavily impreg­
nated with the Ten Commandments of 
Judaism and the Spir it of Jesus. Be­
cause of this we are suspicious of any 
system that advocates the Big Lie, 
covetousness, greed, the s t ea lin g of 
property, the destruction of life, and 
the takin g away of liberties. De­
mocracy condemns without reserva­
tions the co nfi sca tion of private 
property and capital by the state and 
the regimenting of human beings like 
animals on a farm. Our democracy is 
not perfect. Imperfections exist, but it's 
virtues exceed those of any other sys­
tem mankind has tried. 

THESE observations moved me 
then to reach certain opinions concern­
ing Ameri can democracy: 

1. Democracy was never created to be 
a leveller of men. It was created to 
be a lifter, a developer of men. 

2. Democracy was created to let the 
gifted, the energetic and the crea­
tive rise to high heights of human 
achievement, and to let each man 
find his own level on the stairway 
of existence. 

3 . Democracy was created to help men 
meet responsibilities and sh rink no 
duties. That is why our na tion has 
been concerned a bout the honest 
needs of its citizens. We lead the 
world in justice, even though justi ce 
does not always move with prompt 
alacrity. Our nation has been noted 
for the size of its hea rt and not 
merel y for the size of its pocket­
book. 

4. Democracy demands that the nation 
be governed by the capable, the 
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honorable, the far seeing, the clear 
seeing, a nd not by mediocre men. 
In the beginning it was so! May it 
be so again. 

5. Democracy demands more from men 
than any other system in the realm 
of self-discipline, d e p e ndabilit y, 
cooperativeness, indu s tr y, thrift, 
and honor. Democracy will not 
work when party politi cs are not 
guided by basic ethical principles. 
For a party to foster class conscious­
ness, class confli ct, misrepresenta­
tion, covetousness, violence, theft, 
and an open defia nce of established 
law is to breed anarchy. 

6. D em oc ra c y must give to a ll its 
people the followin g ri ghts : 

The right to equal learning. 

The right to equa l employment. 

The right to eq ual treatment. 

The ri ght to equal justi ce. 

The right to adequate housing. 

The right to vote. 

The meditations of the summer con­
vinced me that governments of them­
selves cannot make men equal or re­
make men i nto the beings they ought 
to be. That is a spiritual venture, not 
an eco nomi c and political one. A 
change from democracy to either so­
cialism or communism, or a change 
from pri\'atc capitalism to state capi­
talism, wi ll not solve the basic prob­
lems of mankind ; .it merely shifts the 
areas of power. 

I am di sturbed, therefore, when 
church leade rs and church groups seem 
to advocate sociali stic means and ob­
jectives as the answer to the problems 
of democracy, and especially the prob­
lems of equality. This is especiall y 
true when certain leaders vo ice sloga ns 
that appear logical and Chri stian, but 
are not. Let me name fo ur: 

1. " The world owes every man a li v­
ing." No, it doesn't! Christian 
ethi cs have never said so, and I 

have never known any man wo rth 
his salt who has claimed special 
ri ghts unde r such a slogan. Jt is 
the cry of the lazy, the inept, and 
the failures. Such a slogan is a far 
cry from our meeting the needs of 
the needy, which, of course, is our 
duty. 

2. " Production for use, and not for 
profit." That sounds good, but it is 
as phony as a Russian promise. It 
is profits that have produced the 
b less ings of our nation and enabled 
her to be a blessing to the nations 
of the world. Profits are essential to 
the general well being of society. 
\V hen the state takes over under 
the slogan of " use, not profits" men 
lose their liberties and their stand­
ard of li ving. Such a switch merel~­
a ugments the insatiable appetite of 
the state. 

3. " Human ri ghts, not property ri ghts." 
As I look out over the world, one 
thing is clear: where there are not 
private property rights there a re no 
human rights. Private prop e rt y 
rights form the seed bed in which 
human rights mature. As long as 
private property ri ghts are clear 
human ri ghts wi ll flouri sh. 

4 . "T he end justifies the means." Ac­
co rding to Christian ethi cs the 
statement is not true. It was just 
such a statement that produced the 
crucifixion of Jesus, the torture of 
th e martyrs, the burning of witches. 
and the denial of life a nd liberty to 
the inhabitants of current Commu­
ni sti c lands . 

Churchmen, whether lay or cleri ca l. 
who seek to solve the problems of our 
society thro ugh sociali sti c processes 
rather than democrati c ones within the 
free enterprise system a re heading 
down a road that leads toward dark­
ness. Only by encouraging Chri stians 
to envy, to covet, to be class consc ious. 
to fo ster class conflict, and to approve 
stea lin g and e\·en murder, ca n such ob-

Copied from an original at The History Center.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2013:023



jecti ves be attained. To rea lize them 
would bring about a broad denial of 
law and order, and the orde rl y hand­
ling of soc ial problems. Whenever we 
as a church, an ed ucationa l system or 
a Supreme Court encourage people to 
misrepresent facts, to use fo rce wrong­
full y, to flaunt law and order and to 
stimulate bitterness and hatred, we de­
part from logic, America ni sm and 
Chri sti a nity. 

I unheasitantly oppose the use of 
~ociali sti c a nd communisti c methods in 
the solving of the problems of our free 
enterpri se democracy. Our problems 
a re problems of human nature rather 
tha n of economics and sociology. The 
man who has two ca rs is not prevent­
ing another from havin g one. The man 
11·ho ea rns $50,000 a year is not rob­
b ing him who receives $300 a month. 
The man who owns a good house does 
not th ereby force another man to dwell 
in the s l urns. And the people who pros· 
per under our system cannot be blamed 
fo r the problems that plague the lives 
of those who compose the lower twenty­
fi ,,e percent of the nation . The so­
called Privileged are not always a 
credit to either church or state, but 
they are not in the main parasites on 
the body politi c. We are therefore 
\Hong when we damn the successful , 
the wealthy, the enlightened and the 
patrioti c in order to gain what ·we call 
equality . 

Having said tha t let me hasten to 
add that the redistribu tion of wealth 
11·ill not solve the human problem that 
plagues us. Wealth is not fairly di s­
tributed in any land under the sun ; 
it never has been and I presume never 
11·ill be. No r do we solve social p redi c­
aments when we blame the top twenty 
percent of our people for the inequiti es 
that seem to mark the eighty percent. 
:\'or is it logical for our government 
to be forever emphasizing the neg­
lected duti es of the employer while 
ignoring a lmost totall y the neglected 
duties of the rest of us. The wealthy 
ha ,·e many sins to confess, but so do 

we all. And when we come to the ad­
vocacy of moving from pri vate capi· 
tali sm to sta te capitalism, a nd the list­
ing of the sins of democracy while 
ignoring its multipl e virtues, and as­
suming that virtue resides in the Have­
nots, but not in the Haves, I can only 
shake my head a t the presumed wis· 
dom of such positions. 

L et no one hearing my Yoice con· 
elude tha t l am speaking as a Have 
or a defender of the Haves. Let no one 
believe that I am unconce rned about 
those in our midst whose ri ghts are 
often ignored and whose sta tus is ques­
tion ed. I am not blind to the sins of 
the privileged any more than I am the 
sins of the underprivileged. The busi­
ness leaders do not need my voice to 
defend tl1eir position ; they are strong 
defenders of themselves. But I have 
walked the roads of life with men of 
all classes, a nd have reached one con­
clusion , " there is none ri ghteous, no, 
not one!" We are all bearers of the 
tellta le gray of selfishness. The Five­
O'clock shadow is on all our faces. 

The Lord I love and serve was not 
overl y optimisti c about humanity. He 
knew man as he is, and worked with 
him for wha t he could become. He 
ministered to the multitude, teaching, 
hea ling, feeding, encourag ing, comfort­
ing, but he never assumed that equal­
ity was part of the human scene. He 
talked of love and neighborliness, but 
not equality. 

P erhaps that is why the New Testa­
ment puts the emphasis on broth erhood 
and not equality. It emphasizes respon­
sibilities, not privileges. It stresses love 
toward God a nd love to ward neighbor. 
It seeks to create a church that will 
be brotherl y within , and concerned for 
those without. It urges men to find the 
God-way to selfhood, success a nd hap­
piness, and offe rs a heat-treated cell to 
a ll who mi suse life, be they rich or 
poor. 

P a ul, in hi s letter to the Church of 

Corinth. denounced the lack of brother­
hood '~ithin the church, and urged 
men to be concerned for one another, 
but he did not assume equality to be 
one of the " must" characteristics of 
Christianity. It was not a matter of 
love without differences, but love rn 
spite of them. 

The church, as someone has said, 
lea rned a long time ago that it is easier 
to create liberty than it is to establish 
equality. It has always known that 
equality can only be h ad by a loss of 
cer tain liberties. If men want equality 
a bove all else iliey may best find it in 
communism. If men want liberty and 
a fa ir portion of equality they must 
turn toward democracy. 

"Wiiat the world needs is a chan ge 
of heart, a change of climate born of 
faith in God, a reaching up that there 
may be a reaching out, a confession 
that produces a new dedi ca tion . This 
go ,·crnments and laws cannot create, 
for governments and laws are b ut tile 
refl ecti on of the tandards of a people. 
Eve rything in social Christia nity de­
pends on the wise use of possessions, 
time and talents, and only when we, 
Chri stian members of a democracy, be­
come good stewa rds of the things that 
b less li fe do we begin to move in the 
directi on of righteousness a nd justice, 
peace and true prosperity. 

The problem of equality may be in 
man y ways the greatest probl em of 
our da y. We cannot solve it by gov­
ernment, and we shall not solve it en 
masse. Only when we as Chri stians 
take seriously the teachings and ex­
ample of Jesus shall equality and lib­
e rty exist without detraction or sub­
traction. Onl y when we stand before 
God confessin g our iieeds shall we be 
empowered to meet the needs of others. 

If I must choose between liberty 
and equality, I must choose liberty and 
then hope and work for equality, for 
such seems to me to be the Chri stian's 
way. 
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HOMER THRASH 
Machine Shop, 22 Y cars 
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JOHN BURKS 
Machine Shop, 26 Years 
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THIS month's article is about the 
business houses that were thriving 

in L ufkin in 1919 which are now ex­
tinct. 

The first which comes to my mind 
is the W. A. Collmorgen grocery. This 
business was located in the building 
now occupied by Vaughn E lectric 
Company. In fact, Mrs. Vaughn is the 
daughter of W. A. Collmorgen. 

When we first married, we bought 
our groceries from these people. You 
could not class it as a supermarket but 
I'll guarantee you could find yo urself 
ome good grub under this roof. Hun­

ning thi s sort of business on a cred it 
basis was a necessity as was the de-
1 i very wagon. Most of the deliveries 
were made from a two-wheel cart 
pulled by an old gray horse. 

Carter O'Quinn once had this de­
livery job and when he made a call 
a nd fail ed to tie the horse while he 
was taking the groceries in the house, 
the old horse would tear out for the 
tore and leave Carter stranded. 

Collmorgens baked their own bread 
a nd roasted their own coffee. You 
could buy coffee in three states of 
preparation: green, roasted, or roasted 
and ground. A lot of people bought 
g reen coffee and roasted it themselves 
because it was considerably cheaper. 
(I've roasted many a pound for my 
mother. ) 

Nearly everyone had a coffee mill 
nail ed to the wall in their kitchen. 
Through thi s mill we ground both 
co ffee and black pepper. After grind­
.i ng pepper it was imperative that the 
mill be thoroughly cleaned to keep the 
next batch of coffee from tasting of 
pepper. One good way to do thi s was 
to run and re-run some corn meal 
th rough the mill. 

There were as many brand names as 
there a re now. My Grandfather always 
sa id that " P eaberry" was the best and 
he bought it green and had the girls 
to roast it. 

In 1919 however, we were gettin g 
laz ie r or smarter , I don ' t know which , 
but the normal practi ce then was to 
buy the masted coffee a nd let the 
groce r grind it ri ght there. Collmor­
gen had a big red coffee mill that was 
prominately located in the store and 
yo ur co ffee could he ground in a jiffy. 

Mr. Collmorgen himself loved good 
food and he knew how it should be 
prepared. I remember quite well his 
telling me what a pity it was for any­
one to serve a nice steak on a cold 
platter. 

In the plant we have some people 
that remember well the things we are 
talking about. Julius Collmorgen is a 
son of the original and Billy and Dick 
are grandsons. \Ve have already men­
tioned Carter O'Quinn. Slim Askins 
had a brother-in-law tha t w.as the meat 
cutter and Hobert Lan g's mother was 
an employee. 

Burke's Drug Store was on the 
corner where Murrell's Pharmacy is 
now. In fact , it was pretty well known 
as Burke's corner . .. a meeting place 
for a lot of people. I don't know how 
long Mr. Burke was in the drug busi­
ness but very likely most of hi s active 
life. 

Some things in life yo u don't forget 
such as our baby was sick a nd it was 
Sunday afternoon. The doctor told us 
how to prepare sweet mi lk for nourish­
ment. I went to Burke's and told the 
boy at the fountain my story and asked 
fo r a quart of milk. The boy said he 
could not spare it. Mr. Burke over­
heard the conversation from behind the 
prescription co unter. He came out and 
told the boy " if he has a sick baby and 
needs the milk, let him have all of it 
if that's what it takes." 

Cox and Glass, too, were very 
prominent in the drug business . Their 
business faced First Street and joined 
the Burke bui lding which faced Luf­
kin Avenue as does Murrell's now. 

Automobiles and paved roads were 
not plentiful and on Sunda y you could 
find a lot of the younger se t in and 
around Cox and Glass Drug Store 
sometime during the afternoon. Ole 
Bud Barrett was jerkin g sodas there 
then. Mr. Cox was a ge ni a l host and 
made you feel welcome. 

McMullen and Walker was a popular 
place to meet yo ur fri ends too. Their 
business faced First Street and was 
near where Cash Drug o. One is lo­
cated- maybe in the same bui lding. 
This was a pretty good combination ; 
ole Matt \Valker knew nearly every­
body in the country a nd was an excel­
lent front man while Mo rre! McMullen 

was as stead y and dependa lJle as an 
eight-day clock. 

W. H. Fu ller, the grocer, like Henry 
Ford "catered to the masses." This 
business faced north on Cotton Square. 

We at the Foundry were starting to 
work at 6 :30 every mornin g but Mr. 
Fuller was on the job in time to let 
the boys have a can of snuff o r a plug 
of chewing tobacco before go ing . to 
work. No smoking in those days. He 
was a fell ow who couldn' t say no to a 
hungry man or one that claimed to be 
in need. Consequently he, like others, 
sold ma ny a bill of groceries that he 
never got paid for. 

Charli e Harrell ran a Ii very stable 
and ga rage. Part of it was where Noble 
Drug Store is. Mr. Monroe Smith had 
the same sort of business just ac ros 
Second Street. All told I did quite a 
bit of business with Mr. Hanel ! and 
I wo rked for Mr. Smith a short time 
so I was pretty well acquainted with 
both. Mr. Smith kept the horse-draw n 
hearse at hi s place of business. 

Jim Sin gleton, "the good clothi er," 
was in business where Gary Eaves is. 
Actually Gary's is a continuation of the 
same business. When I worked here in 
1911, Mr. Si ngleton cashed my first 
pay check. 

Shotwell and Stegall had a man's 
clothing store. It was close, if not 
adj acent, to Cox and Glass Drug Store. 

Mr. Aubrey Jones had a meat mar­
ket on First Street between Butler 
Drug and Collmorgen's. D. H. Adams 
had a ma rket facing south on Lufkin 
Avenue abo ut the middle of the block 
between First a nd Second streets. If 
on Saturday night yo u forgot to get a 
piece of meat for Sunday dinner, yo u 
didn' t have to worry about it because 
the markets would be open on Sunday 
morning. 

\V. M. Glenn's hardware store faced 
Lufkin Avenue adjacent to the old 
Lufkin National Bank bui ldin g. This 
was the best adverti sed b usiness in the 
county. On an y public road leading 
into town yo u could see signs painted 
advert ising thi s business. Mr. Glenn 
more or less catered to the farmer. Yo u 
could buy ploughs, ha rness, wago ns, 
bugg ies and wash pots ri ght off the 
shelves. The re was no waiting until it 
was orde rrd from St. Louis. Mr. Glenn 
personall y was a civic-minded man and 
he ca rri ed hi s end of the sti ck as a 
citizen. 

Author ' s Note : This is strictl y from 
memory and it can ' t he 100 p e rcent 
correcl. Our old friend Jeff S ingleton 
has a copy of the " Lufkin Tribune : 
dated Apri l 4, 1907. There is some real 
history in it and maybe I'll muster up 
enough energy to dig some of it out 
one of I hcse clays. 
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The Editor's Corner 
AFTER 46 years of ser vice, ELMER 

.fl_ ASHLEY, molder in the Foundry 
Department, retired Ja nua ry 17, 1964. 
This is one of the longest service rec­
ords among our retired employees. He 
entered on duty Janua ry 17, 1918. 

E. P . TROUT, vice pres ident, pre­
sented M r. Ashley with a gold-inscribed 
wrist watch denoting his long years of 
ser vice, and expressin g on behalf of 
management their apprecia ti on for hi s 
faithfuln ess a nd hi s excell ence on the 
job. 

His many fri ends wish for Mr. Ash­
ley many long years of good hea lth and 
happy retirement. 

\re were reading the oth er da y some 
stati stics published by James K. Wil ­
li ams, Director of Hi ghway Safety, 
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, which 
we think is worth repeatin g. It has a 
little different fla vor from th e usual 
comments on traffi c sa fety. It said: 
Considerin g the astronomical number 
of possible confli cts when 80 million 
vehicles are driven 800 billion miles 
per yea r by 95 million drivers, .it must 
be apparent that the majority of 
drivers, most of the time, are doing a 
magnifi cent job of avoidin g serious 
accidents. 

The weathn in Labrador is nearl y 
always cold enough to freeze meat left 
outside. In 1912, an American natural­
ist noti ced that meat " quick-frozen"­
almost instantl y- in the sub-zero win­
ter tasted much better than foods .in the 
sprin g and fa ll. 

In 1929. the naturali st who lived in 
Labrador .:___ Clarence Birdseye - sold 
hi s frozen-food company for $22,000,-
000. 

An 18th century Parisian named 
Jean-Jacques P errett got tired of hav­
ing his face cut by hi s ha rber. He 
thought : why not place a wooden guard 
over the razor blade so that onl y a 
t in y edge protruded? 

Toda y om· compan y spends some 
$30,000,000 a year just to adverti se its 
safety razors and blades. 

You may never hit it bi g like Mr. 
Birdseye or have so far-reachin g an 
inspirati on as Mr. Perrett. 

But if yo u stop, look, li sten and 
suggest, yo u may win tangible rewards 
well worth your while. Analyze your 
job. If something strikes you as waste­
ful , time-consumin g, ineffi c ien t or just 
pla in bothersome, suggest a better way. 
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Get in the habit of coming up with 
ideas. They don' t have to be wo rld­
shaking. Some of them are bound to 
payoff if you keep them coming, and 
who knows? You may even have a 
fl ash of genius ! 

EDGE E PERKINS, a retired Ma­
chine Shop employee, brought us a pic­
ture showin g what he is doing in his 
retirement. He moved to a 40-acre 
ranch a t Nigton where he rai es white­
fa ced Hereford s, fi shes in hi s own 
pond, and grows most of what he and 
hi s wife eat. 

" I have it pretty good,'' he says with 
convi ction. " I'm in good health; I stay 
busy; a nd I'm accomplishin g some­
thing." And as he says, tha t makes 
for happy living. 

Eu gene bought a fin e white horse 
which he rides almost every day for 
p leasure as well as seein g about his 
cattle. 

Last year he made 75 bales of oat 
hay. This year he plans to grow high 
top bermuda to make hay. He also 
plants oa ts, sorghum a nd cnmson 
clover as cover crops. 

" I know that to stay healthy and 
happy, one has to have something to 
occupy his mind and his hands. I'm 
staying busy and I'm doing just fine. I 
have a good income and I'm not a 
both er for somebod y to look after," he 
said with his read y smile. 

M ost people are interested in what 
is the biggest of anything. Which is 
the world 's largest airline ... associa­
tion .. . building . .. bank ? Who has 
the greatest personal fortun e in the 
world today? Is Everest really the 
world's highest mountain ? If yo u can 
answer a ll these questions correctl y, 
you're quite exceptional. Very few peo­
ple can , even those who make a habit 
of " thinking bi g." 

Mount Everest ri ses to a height of 
29,160 feet, about five and a half 
mi les, Mount Kea in Hawa ii measures 
30,750 feet from base to top! Fortu­
nately for mountain climbers, however, 
onl y 13, 784 feet are above sea level. 

\Vhile ew York's Empire State 
Bui lding is the world 's tall est building, 
it isn' t the largest in area. That dis­
tinction belongs to the massive Penta· 
gon in Washington . Each of its outer­
most sides is 921 feet long, and the five 
stories have a floor area of six and a 

E. P. TROUT, vice president, presents 
ELMER ASHLEY, right, a gold watch 
upon his retirement after 46 years of 
service. 

half million square fee t in whi ch 29,-
000 people work to the jangling ac­
companiment of 44,000 telephones re­
laying 280,000 call s a day. 

The world 's la rgest airline in terms 
of undupli cated route mil es is Air 
France, with a network of 196,300 
miles of routes, including a complete 
round -the-world route. The world 's 
longest point-to-point passenger jet 
fli ght is tli e Air Fran ce route Los An­
geles to Paris. 

The world 's largest palace: The 
Louvre museum in Paris, rambling 
over 49.2 acres. 

World 's largest church: St. Peter 's 
basilica in Vatican City, Rome. 

World's largest legislative bod y : the 
Houses of Parliament in London. with 
889 members in the House of 'Lords 
and 630 in the House of Commons. 
(The U. S. Senate has 100 members, 
and the House of Representatives 435. ) 

Most populous city in the world: 
Tokyo with 9,311,750 inhabitants ac­
cording to the 1960 census, and grow­
ing by 30,000 each month! 

World's largest hotel: The Conrad 
Hilton in Chicago. It's 25 floors contain 
3,000 guest rooms. New York's 
Waldorf-Astoria, while it takes up more 
space in c ubi c footage, has 2,000 
rooms. On the other hand, the Wal­
dorf's patrons must set some sort of 
gastronomic record , consuming, in a 
recent year, 50 tons of turkey, 76 tons 
of filet mignon, 15,035 bottles of 
cham pagne and 3,500,000 cups of 
coffee ! 

Someo ne has even fi gured out the 
wo rld's largest menu item, and it's not 
at the Waldorf. You have to sample it 
at a Bedouin w_edding feast in the 
Sahara, and it goes like this : cooked 
eggs are stuffed in fi sh, the fi sh in 
cooked chickens, the chickens in a 
roasted sheep, and the sheep in a whol e 
roasted camel! 

Would you have guessed that the 
world 's largest association, with more 
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than 44,600,000 members, is the Amer­
ican Red Cross? Another record­
smashin g "association" was that of 
4,500,000 Hindus gathered at Allaha­
bad, India, for a religious feast on 
February 3, 1954; by all odds they 
qualified as the world 's biggest crowd. 

I MARKING AN ANNIVERSARY I 

Biggest manufacturer? It's General 
Motors, which last year turned out 
4,228,164. vehicles and chalked up 
$14,600,000,000 in sales. 

It was Ford Motor Company which 
wrote out history's biggest check: 
$64.2,600,000 in favor of the Ford 
Foundation on January 26, 1956. 

Here's a statistic whi ch may depress 
you: the richest man in the world has 
a weekly income of $7,280,000 ! (In 
1956, he was making only $5,100,000 a 
week. ) This modern Croesus is His 
Highness Sir Abdu llah al-Subah, Sul­
tan of the petroleum center and little 
kingdom of Kuwait. 

One of the most heavily taxed people 
in the world are probably the Dutch: 
a Netherlands bachelor earning the 
equival ent of $5,600 a year pays 39.9 
per cent in taxes ! 

World's biggest bank is just that: 
the World Bank in Washington, with 
capital totaling a cool $21 Billion. 
Highest-valued bank notes in the world 
are worth $100,000 each ; just for 
future reference, they bear the portrait 
of President Wilson. 

But if it's really big money you're 
after, go to the Pacific island of Yap. 
The natives pay for wives and other 
little items with huge chunks of stone, 
some as tall as a man- undoubtedl y 
the largest coinage in the world! 

MACHINE SHOP 

P. B. Ln.rgent 
G. R. Bea,1e rs 
A. , V. Steven s 
Zac k R. Cummins 
F~rtis ,V, ll.roc k 
H. \V. Breu~enle 
C. T . .Douglass 
)(. Jl. Ro.~s 
John Jl urk s 
James A. Lo••ett 
\\1• L. Hanson 
D. H. Matchett 
Lloy<l D . Parri s h 
~-.rank D a vi s 
W.R. Weeks 
Bobby H. Tucke r 
\Villia.111 Y . Counts 
\ V. G . .l\la.nglu\.rn 
R . C. Roberts 
Claren ce Hu.rvill 
l!~re<l H o 11son 
Chester B. Jones 
Earl 0. Deal 
Uurval Hol t 
Gordon Bn1sher 
Barbnni. Fowler 
Donahl Lee 'Vallnce 
Jack A. Lnrulrtun 
Curl E. G ipso11 
\V. A. H e ndri c ks, Jr. 
Frank E. Blnl<e way 
Boycl Lee hy 
Hulen Jerry l Vurren 
P ieter A. JnnEe n 
Claucl e JU. Brooks hire 
Willis :K h •ey 

Er_nJl loyment Yea.rs 
D•~te With Co. 

Feb. 1, 1929 
Feb. 8, 1929 
Feb. 12, 1929 
:Feb. 8, 1935 
Feb. 7, rn:w 
J' eb. 4, 19;17 
Feb. 11, 19:!7 
Feb. 25, 1937 
Feb. 24, 1938 
Feb. 14, 1941 
Feb . l, 1943 
1-?eb. 26, 1945 
:Feb. 12, 1947 
Feb. 24, 1947 
Feb. 6, 1950 
Feb.12,1951 
Feb. 6, 1952 
Feb. 13, 1952 
Ji'eb. 19, 1952 
:Feb. 1, 1954 
Feb. 24, 1954 
l!""e b. 3, 1955 
Feb. 7, 1955 
Feb. 10, 1955 
Feb. 17, 1955 
Feb. 1, 1957 
l<' e b. 2; 1959 
Feb. 2, 1959 
Feb. 2, 1962 
Feb. 2, 1962 
Feb. 5, 1962 
Feb. 7, 1962 
Feb. 14, 1962 
l<'eb. 21, 1962 
Feb. 2 7, 1962 
Feb . 18, 1963 

35 
35 
:l5 
29 
28 
27 
2 7 
27 
26 
2:l 
21 
19 
17 
17 
14 
13 
12 
12 
12 
IO 
10 

9 
9 
9 
9 
7 
5 
5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

MAIN OFFICE 

E. P . Tront 
Homer Thrnsh 
'J'. D . Lashly 
Uelbe rt A. Jones 
, V. M. L. " 'ngne r 
C. B. Burri s 
B e tty Stewart 
J. P. Byr<l, IU 
_Ly 111an 1'1ann 
llugh 1':Cc'\'illia m s 

Employment Years 
Date With Co. 

Feb. 25, 1926 28 
Feb. 2, 1942 22 
Feb. 2 ,1948 16 
Feb. 2, 1950 14 
Feb. 19, 1952 12 
Feb.11,1953 11 
Feb.19,1958 6 
Feb. 1,1961 3 
Feb. 5, 1962 2 
Feb. 8, 1962 2 

INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING 
E rn1lloyn1e n t Years 

Date 'Vi t h Co. 
Stnnley Bec k Feb. 21,1955 9 

EUGENE PERKINS, retired employee, sits on his white horse behind some of his 
white-faced Herefords. 

TRAILER DIVISION 

C. J . Schulle r 
Lester J . Glaze 
Thomas I?. J~adcl 
Leo U . Ellfott 
A L S. 'Valton 
A_. C. '''a rre n 
Gn..rvin 1'1ooney 
Grn nvill e C. Wril:'ht 
James M. Fuller 
Luke S . Rouse 
E mmett D . Forrest 
Boyce S. H e nclry 
Milto11 E. 'Va.tson 
Jintmie ~-r . '''ooten 
S idney Smith 
Leonard F . Donne ll 
~feh•in E. Price 

E m11loy111 ent Yea.rs 
Date ' Vith Co. 

Feb . 1 , 1942 22 
Feb . 8, 19H 21 
Feb. 8, 1943 21 
1' e b. l:l, 194:! 2 L 
Feb. 2, 1948 16 
1' e b . 1, 1950 14 
l_?eb. 2,19GO 14 
Feb. 2, 1950 14 
Feb. 6, 1950 14 
Feb. 6, 1950 14 
Feb . 8, 1950 14 
Feb. 9,1950 14 
Feb.27, 1950 14 
l<'eb.27, 1950 14 
Feb. 28, 1950 14 
Feb. 28, 1952 12 
Feb. 11,1963 1 

TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 
E mt>loy m e n t Years 

D ate \Vitb Co. 
Jtay Russell Feb. 7. 1956 8 

WELDING & STRUCTURAL 

G u s A. T eer 
Ste1>hen 'Va.rren 
Taylor ,V, 1'1a.rtin 
L. S. l'lirlireylancl 
1\larcus H . Patrick 
James P. Laircl 
E. J. Child e r s 
~lalcolrn Ii. Lowery 
On.vicl E. 1'1e.rri tt 
Enrl D. Uurchfie ld 
Jeff D. Pinne r 

E1n1>loyment Years 
Date With Co. 

Feb. 15, 1941 2:1 
Feb. 18, 1943 21 
l<' e b .22, 1943 21 
Feb. 22 , 1943 21 
Feb. 7, 1947 17 
l<' eb. 12, 1951 13 
Feb.24,1955 9 
Feb.27,1959 5 
Feb. 9, 1962 2 
Feb. 15, 1962 2 
Feb. 19, 1962 2 

PATTERN SHOP 
E rnployment Years 

Date ' Vith Co. 
Carl D. Ross Feb. 13, 1952 12 
W. P. Westbrook Feb. 1, 1956 8 

FOUNDRY DEPARTMENT 

, V. J . lluschnu1nn 
Uobert Bun•s 
A . B. White 
Josh Dnncnn 
F red Benernon 
Jn.mes Scott 
W. '.l'. Bailey 
Rex Jones 
J. ll. Perkins 
James Jones 
Chwton Jircik 
Thornns Boulware 
Free.I D. Jenkins 
E. G. Pitbna-11 
~Tames Carl Jones 
Ch arles T . 1'1inton 
U iUy F. B ecks 
Tin1 D. Anderson 
Oscar L. Timrns, Jr. 

Ernploy1ncnt Years 
Date 'Vi th Co. 

Feb. 9,1939 25 
Feb. 24, 1942 22 
Feb .24, 1943 21 
l<' eb. 28, 1944 20 
l<'eb. 20, 19~ 6 18 
Feb. 20, 1946 18 
Feb. 13. 1951 i:l 
l<'eb.20, 1951 13 
Feb. 12, 1952 12 
Feb . 2, 1955 9 
Feb.21, 1955 9 
Feb. 22, 195:') 9 
Feb. 1, 1956 8 
Feb. 1 , 1960 4 
Feb. 5, 1962 2 
Feb. 5,1962 2 
J'eb. 6, 1902 2 
Feb. 9,1962 2 
Feb. 1, 196:! 1 

MILL SUPPLIES 

fltt._rley Baker 
Cnrl Bruce Gnn1e r 
~At.rl E . Dal'is 

En11>loy1n cnt Yen.rs 
D ate 'Vi t h Co. 

Feb. 21 , 1955 9 
Feb. 1, 1960 4 
Feb . l , 1963 1 

OILFIELD SALES & SERVICE 

Vn.L GaJJia. 
Oliver 1'1cl{ay, Jr. 
n. D. Dunlo1> 
Uoy Lilley, Jr. 
W. '.l'. Little 
n avid Bisho1> 
Rome Beaulieu 

E m1>loy 1nent Yea rs 
Date With Co. 

Feb. 5, 1947 17 
Feb. 1 , 1951 13 
Feb. 1. 1953 11 
Feb . 2, 1953 11 
Feb. 18, 1957 7 
Feb . 19, 19:37 7 
Feb. 2, 1959 5 

TRAILER SALES & SERVICE 

~~~~~; ~~~~~~:.; Jr. 
Carl S. Pe1>1>u.rd 
\ V. JU. ' Vils on 
Cull en H. Brnn<lon 
Ga.ry N. Hobson 
Howarcl I . Acre 
' Vandale ne Bn.rcomb 
Hi llie J. McCrny 

E1n1>loy1n ent Yen.rs 
Date ' Vit h Co. 

Feb. 3, 19"4 10 
Feb. 18,1957 
Feb. 26, 1960 
Feb. 4, 196:! 
Feb. 20, 1963 
Feb. 25, 1963 
J!'eb. 25, 1903 
Feb. 26. 1963 
Feb. 2R, 1963 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
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The Foundry Roundup 
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LUFKIN, TEXAS 

RETURN REQUESTED 

It was a good many years ago that 
Deacon Jones took his wife to the races. 

Just as the horses were lining up at 
the barrier, Mrs. Jones grasped the 
Deacon nervously by the arm and in a 
voice filled with emotion asked him for 
a safety pin and at the same time, she 
grabbed for something that was slipping 
at the knees. 

Just then someone nearby shouted, 
" They're off!" and Mrs. Jones fainted. 

Two spinsters met on the street and 
began to talk about their respective 
churches. 

"I understand," said one spinster, 
" that at your church the attendance 
is very small. It that so?" 

"Yes, I'm sorry to say it is,'' replied 
her friend. " There are so few people 
there on Sunday that when the pastor 
says 'Dearly Beloved' you feel as if yo u 
had received a proposal." 

" Well, Jimmy, how did you get along 
in school today?" 

"Okay, mom, but that new teacher 
is always asking us some fool question. 
Today she asked everybody where they 
were born." 

"Did you tell her that you were born 
at the Woman's Hospital ?" 

"Heck nci; I didn't want the whole 
class to think I was a sissy. I said the 
Yankee Stadium." 

"Madam, what do you mean by 
letting your child snatch off my wig ?" 

" Oh, thank heavens it's just a wig! 
I thought the little devil had scalped 
you!" 

Mother: "You were a very tidy boy 
not to throw your orange peel on the 
fl oor of the bus. Where did you put it?" 
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BULK RATE 
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PAID 
Permit No. 5340 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Huntington, Texas. 

Johnny : " In the pocket of the man 
next to me." 

A young man asked for a circus job. 
The owner, thinking he might be able 
to make an assistant lion tamer out of 
him, took him to the practice cage. The 
head lion tamer, a beautiful young 
woman, was starting her rehearsal. 
Entering the cage she removed her 
cape with a flourish. Standing in a 
gorgeous costume she motioned to one 
of the lions who obediently crept toward 
her, licked her hand and rolled over 
twice .. , 

"Well," said the owner, "think you 
could learn to do that?" 

" I'm sure I could, sir," said the 
young man, "but first you'll have to 
get that lion out of there." 

Marriage entitles women to the pro­
tection of sta lwart men who steady the 
stepladder for them while they paint 
the kitchen ceiling. 

By the time a man gets to greener 
pastures, he can't climb the fence. 

One woman's definition of retire­
ment : Twice as much husband on half 
as much income. 

There's a barber who has come up 
with a solution for his bald customers. 
He has a new tonic that contains alum 
and lemon. He tells them, " It doesn't 
grow hair . It shrinks your head so that 
what hair you have fits better." 

The after effects of an operation are 
felt by ev·eryone. 

The farmer was "assisting" at the 
birth of his latest child; he was holding 
the lamp. When the doctor delivered 
three fine babies, the farmer suddenly 
left the room. 

"Come back with the lamp! " yelled 
the doctor. 

"Nope," was the reply. "Ain't comin' 
back, Doc! It's the light that's attractin' 
' " em. 

The tongue weighs practically noth­
ing. Yet it's surprising how few pepole 
are able to hold it. 

" Tow tell me," said the reporter to 
the man who was celebrating his 90th 
birthday, " what would you do if you 
could live your life all over again?" 

There was a long silence, during 
which the old gentleman appeared to 
be in deep thought. "Well," he said 
finall y, " I think I would part my hair 
in the middle." 

Stranger: " I' ve come out here to 
make an honest living." 

Native: "Well, there's not much com­
petition." 

"When is the only time a woman is 
j ustified in spi tting in a man's face?" 

"When his moustache is on fire." 

The bridegroom, who was in a hor­
ribly nervous condition, appealed to 
the clergyman in a loud whisper, at the 
close of the ceremony: 

"Is it kisstomary to cuss the bride?" 
The clergyman replied, " Iot yet, but 

soon." 

A miser isn' t much fun to live with­
but he sure makes a wonderful ance -
tor. 
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