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Welcome  MESSAGE

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SUPPORT  
US IN BRINGING YOU GVCC2021

We are honored you joined us for our Third Annual Global Virtual Cancer Conference (GVCC)! When we created 
the first GVCC in 2019, we knew the challenges we each faced trying to connect with experts and others who could 
relate when we were going through cancer. We knew, as patients, survivors and caregivers ourselves, that we not 
only needed, but we deserved, a better way to connect, to learn and to advocate for ourselves and for others. 

Each of my fellow GRYT Health team members are cancer survivors, caregivers or advocates. Although our journeys 
are unique, it is the shared experience cancer has had on our lives that brings us together.

More than a cancer conference – a healthcare conference or a patient education conference – GVCC is a humanity 
conference. By joining with other attendees, we are harnessing our unified grit to tackle issues that we face – 
together. 

Our greatest hope is that this event enables us to turn what made us each feel powerless, into power. That we can 
find courage by seeing others use their voice to talk about topics we didn’t know we’d need to talk about. And, to take 
what made us feel hopeless, and turn it into hope. 

Thank you for joining us. We can’t wait to learn more about you, the ways you want to connect, and how you want to 
get involved. 

 In health,

Dave Craig 
Cancer Survivor 
Co-Founder and CEO 
GRYT Health

Thought Leadership  SPONSOR



Conference  OVERVIEW

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11

7-7:50 PM BALANCING YOUR HUMANITY AS A CANCER CARE PROVIDER

8-8:50 PM HOW TO APPROACH A PATIENT AND PROVIDER RELATIONSHIP

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12

10:30 AM WELCOME TO DAY TWO OF GVCC!

11:30-11:50 AM PATIENTS ARE OUR DRIVING FORCE

12-12:50 PM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

THE EVOLUTION OF CARE - 
HARNESSING THE POWER OF 
YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM

HOW TO CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER

1-2 PM INTERACTIVE INTERMISSION

1:30-2 PM EXHIBIT HALL AND RESEARCH LAUNCHPAD

2-2:50 PM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD OF 
CLINICAL TRIALS

GENETICS DON’T LIE

3-3:50 PM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

I’M METASTATIC, NOW WHAT?
UNMASKING THE CANCER 
EXPERIENCE: WHAT COVID MEANS 
FOR CANCER PATIENTS

4-4:50 PM GUIDED DEEP RELAXATION FOR YOUR WELL-BEING

5-6 PM EXPERIENCE ART, TOGETHER

All times are listed in EST.

LIVE
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13

10 AM
WELCOME TO THE FINAL DAY OF GVCC! &  
GENTLE MORNING WAKEUP YOGA

10:30 AM CHANGING THE FACE OF CANCER, TOGETHER

11-11:50 AM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

PSST - YOU’RE AN ADVOCATE, TOO
BUILDING YOUR TRIBE: 
ALLYSHIP THROUGH CULTURAL 
COMPETENCY

12-12:50 PM THE RELATIONSHIP DYNAMICS OF CANCER

1-2 PM INTERACTIVE INTERMISSION

1:30-2 PM EXHIBIT HALL AND RESEARCH LAUNCHPAD

2-2:50 PM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

MAKING CLINICAL TRIALS MORE 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

THIS SHYT LASTS FOREVER: 
DEALING WITH LONG TERM SIDE 
EFFECTS

3-3:50 PM FINDING POWER THROUGH YOUR VOICE

4-5 PM INTERACTIVE MAGIC

5-6 PM GVCC21 ENDS, BUT CANCER DOES NOT

LIVE
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Description  OF EVENTS
All times are listed in EST.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
BALANCING YOUR HUMANITY AS A  
CANCER CARE PROVIDER  7-7:50 PM

Erin Donovan (she/her), PhD
Associate Professor of Health Communication, Moody 
College of Communication; Director of Interdisciplinary 
Education, UT Center for Health Communication

Cat Holland MBA, BSN, RN
VP Care Management
Catholic Health System

As someone who works in an oncology clinical 
setting, you see patients and their families living 
their worst fears. While this is an experience 
you have every day, it is important to remember 
the unique circumstances of each individual you 
encounter. It is also imperative that you take time 
to access your own mechanisms for exposure to 
other’s trauma. In this interactive workshop, we 
will provide opportunities to roleplay effective 
patient and provider communications with a focus 
on empathy, active listening, and perspective taking. 
We will leave this session with an enhanced capacity 
regarding how you deal with the care environment, 
and a renewed understanding for how you can not 
only take care of others, but also yourself.

Please note, while patients, survivors and caregivers are 
welcome to join this session, the workshop will be most 
beneficial for those that work with patients in a clinical 
care setting – i.e., doctors, nurses, navigators, etc. Those 
who attend this session will also receive access to free 
CME credits on mental health communication through 
The University of Texas at Austin Center for Health 
Communication, Moody College of Communication & 
Dell Medical School to continue building capacity.

HOW TO APPROACH A PATIENT AND PROVIDER 
RELATIONSHIP   8-8:50 PM

Terri Coutee (she/her)
Founder and Director, DiepCFoundation

Minas Chrysopoulo (he/him), MD, FACS
President, PRMA Plastic Surgery; Founder, Toliman 
Health

We’ve all had one: that person on your medical team 
that doesn’t listen to your needs and thinks they 
know what is best for you. Patients and caregivers 
can sometimes feel like they have lost their power 
due to well-intentioned providers not considering 
their unique perspectives. In this live role-play 
session, we will hear from a patient and a physician 
as they model different scenarios to help us all 
navigate the sometimes tumultuous relationships 
of patients and providers. We will leave this 
session with insights that we can all apply to our 
interactions with our medical team, turning what 
once made us feel powerless into power. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
WELCOME TO DAY TWO OF GVCC!  10:30 AM 

Get yourself ready for a full day of interactive 
learning and connectivity. Browse through the 
virtual partner pages with hundreds of up-to-date 
resources and information for you to look through. 
Be sure to check out the live chat rooms and explore 
the Research Launchpad, where you can find 
research studies.



GVCC2021   |    6

PATIENTS ARE OUR DRIVING FORCE  
 11:30-11:50 AM

 

Dave Craig (he/him)
Co-Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer, GRYT Health

Kristen Hege (she/her), MD
Senior Vice President, Early Clinical Development, 
Oncology/Hematology and Cell Therapy, Bristol Myers 
Squibb

As a physician, Kristen has seen both tragedies and 
miracles in her career. As a caregiver and human, 
she has personally survived the loss of three family 
members, two to cancer. Now serving as Senior 
Vice President of Early Clinical Development, 
Hematology/Oncology & Cell Therapy at Bristol 
Myers Squibb (BMS), she and her team investigate 
new ways to transform patients’ lives through 
science on a daily basis. In this session, we will 
learn why patients are at the core of everything 
Kristen and her team do at BMS and hear how 
unique patient perspectives are helping to inform 
scientific discoveries. We will leave this session 
with a renewed understanding of the power of 
innovative medicines to profoundly change the 
course of serious human diseases, as well as BMS’ 
commitment to increase access and involve patients 
in improving care.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 12-12:50 PM

THE EVOLUTION OF CARE - HARNESSING THE 
POWER OF YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM

William G. Cance (he/him), MD
Chief Medical and Scientific Officer, American Cancer 
Society

Cassie Beisel (she/her)
Senior Advocacy Officer, Melanoma Research 
Foundation

Lee James (he/him), MD, PhD
Vice President, US Medical Oncology, Bristol Myers 
Squibb

MODERATOR 
Dan Platt (he/him), MD
Chief Medical Officer, GRYT Health

In the last decade, immuno-oncology treatments 
have transformed cancer care and brought new 
hope to millions of cancer patients. By harnessing 
the power of each person’s own immune system, 
immunotherapy has created new treatment options 
distinctly different from traditional methods. In 
this session, we will learn what immunotherapy 
is, how it works and where research is headed 
for the future. We will leave this session with a 
better understanding of immunotherapy, including 
vocabulary to discuss this treatment option with 
your oncologist. 

HOW TO CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER  

Chris Curtis (he/him)
Chief Executive Officer & Founder, Swallows Head & 
Neck Cancer Charity, Head and Neck Cancer Survivor

Sharon Curtis (she/her)
Caregiver Advocate

Johna Beech (she/her)
Caregiver Advocate

Taylor Patton (he/him), MSW
Associate Director, Patient Insights and Advocacy, EMD 
Serono

MODERATOR 
Dave Bjork (he/him)
Vice President of Empowerment, GRYT Health

Caregivers are undercounted, unheard, and all 
but invisible. They often sacrifice their health, 
deal with emotional isolation and lack time to care 
for themselves. This issue is compounded when a 
caregiver is a woman or a racial/ethnic minority due 
to the inherent inequities in our economic system 
and pressure from traditional family paradigms. In 
this session, we will discuss how we, as a society and 
individuals, can support caregivers to address their 
emotional and physical needs and create systems 
where we proactively help the helpers.

INTERACTIVE INTERMISSION   1-2 PM

It’s important to nourish our bodies and give our 
brains a break, so go get some food! When you’re 
ready, come back to connect with each other and 
our partners at their chat rooms. We will have 
representatives from across the spectrum of 
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organizations waiting to talk with and support you, 
LIVE at 1:30 pm ET.

EXHIBIT HALL AND RESEARCH 
LAUNCHPAD 1:30-2 PM

Exhibitors will be available to chat LIVE 
about the resources they offer in our 
Exhibit Hall and Research Launchpad.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2-2:50 PM

THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD OF CLINICAL TRIALS   

Kelly Laschinger (she/her), MSN, RN, CPNP, 
CPHON
Manager, Clinical Trial Support Center, The Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society

Anita Kumar (she/her), MD
Assistant Attending, Lymphoma Service, Medical Site 
Director, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Basking Ridge

Megan-Claire Chase (she/her)
Partnership Director, GRYT Health, Survivor & 
Caregiver

MODERATOR 
Darcy Flora (she/her), PhD
Chief Research Officer, GRYT Health

Clinical trials are more than a last resort option. 
Clinical trials are the future of medicine. Across 
cancer stages and types, there are trials out there 
for everyone. In this session, we will learn how to 
find clinical trials and their requirements. We will 
leave this session with a greater understanding 
of clinical trials, the kinds of trials out there for 
patients, and how they positively affect the future of 
healthcare.

GENETICS DON’T LIE  

Upal Basu Roy (he/him), PhD, MPH
Executive Director Of Research, LUNGevity

TJ Bowen (he/him), PhD
Chief Scientific Officer & Co-Founder, Deep Lens

Nicole Bagley (she/her)
Stage IV Breast Cancer Survivor

Moderator
Dan Platt (he/him), MD
Chief Medical Officer, GRYT Health

Your genetic make-up and the genetic make-up 
of your cancer are the biggest determinants of 
cancer risk, the treatment you receive, and the 
effectiveness of that treatment. It has never 
been more important to understand the role that 
genetics plays in cancer diagnosis, treatment, and 
survivorship. In this session, a panel of experts will 
answer your questions and explain the different 
ways genetics plays a factor in cancer in a patient-
friendly way. We will leave this session with a better 
understanding of the impact of genetics in cancer 
and what it means for you and your family.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3-3:50 PM

I’M METASTATIC, NOW WHAT?  

Lisa-Ann Wheeler (she/her)
Patient Navigator, Breast and Cervical Cancer Program 
(BCCP), Women’s Health, Georgia Department of Public 
Health

Sarah Griffin (she/her), LMSW
Social Worker, Prospero Health

Cynthia A. Burton (she/her)
Metastatic Stage IV Breast Cancer Survivor

Moderator 
Brad Love (he/him), PhD
Co-Founder, GRYT Health; Associate Director, Center 
for Health Communication, The University of Texas at 
Austin; Associate Professor, School of Advertising and 
Public Relations, The University of Texas at Austin

Stage IV or metastatic cancer patients live with their 
disease, stuck in a time where they can’t celebrate 
the “survivorship” part of a cancer timeline. In 
this session, we will hear from folks with years of 
experience in the metastatic cancer community. We 
will leave this session with a greater understanding 
of how to interact with metastatic cancer patients in 
a way they want you to.

 

LIVE



GVCC2021   |    8

UNMASKING THE CANCER EXPERIENCE: WHAT 
COVID MEANS FOR CANCER PATIENTS 

Gwen Nichols (she/her), MD
Chief Medical Officer, The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society

Masks. Susceptibility to viruses. Cancer survivors 
have lived through their traumatic times of health 
vulnerability. Now - throw a global pandemic layer 
on top of that. In this session, we will learn how 
cancer survivors should navigate the world with a 
virus that is not likely to disappear. We will leave 
this session with actionable tips cancer survivors 
and caregivers can utilize in their own lives to 
maintain a state of health well-being. 

GUIDED DEEP RELAXATION FOR YOUR  
WELL-BEING   4-4:50 PM

Amelia Coffaro (she/her), C-IATY 
Certified Yoga Therapist, AYA Cancer 
Survivor

In this session, participants will 
explore guided, deep relaxation — a 
combination of progressive muscle relaxation 
through gentle movement, coordinated with 
breath, and guided awareness and imagery. This 
practice supports the body in releasing tension 
while suspending the mind of thought or worry, 
to bring the body and mind to a state of deep rest. 
Consciousness and awareness are still present, 
and at some point, participants may experience the 
feeling of being between sleep and wakeful states.

This practice can support physical, mental, and 
emotional well-being. Benefits may include: the 
ability to better self regulate stress and anxiety, 
manage depression, increase feelings of relaxation, 
improve sleep, manage side effects of medical 
treatments, and improve overall feelings of well-
being. Actual guided relaxation practice will last 
between 20 - 25 minutes.

Before our time together:
• To experience the most benefit, please arrive 

early or on time.
• Please minimize distractions like your cell phone 

or computer notifications.
• You can do this practice while sitting in a chair, 

lying down on the floor with a yoga mat, or in 

a bed. For extra support and comfort, having 
a blanket or pillow to place under the head 
or knees, or over the body will optimize this 
experience.

EXPERIENCE ART, TOGETHER 5-6 PM

Kasey Marsh (she/her), MA 
CHES Merchandising Program Supervisor, 
MD Anderson Cancer Center Children’s 
Art Project

Watercolor painting isn’t an abstract 
art exercise; it’s a way to express our emotions 
and reset our mind to a place that nurtures our 
mind, body, and soul. In this session, we will have an 
“art-along” with others and receive instruction on 
watercolor techniques. We will leave this session 
with a refreshed brain after a day of learning, a 
painting to be proud of, and a shared experience. 
If you received a swag box, you would have a 
watercolor kit in your swag box. If not, no worries - 
you can still take part in the fun. Find some colored 
pencils, crayons, or just a pencil - and join the fun. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
WELCOME TO THE FINAL DAY OF GVCC!  10 AM

Get yourself ready for a full day of interactive 
learning and connectivity. Browse through the 
virtual partner pages with hundreds of up-to-date 
resources and information for you to look through. 
Be sure to check out the live chat rooms and explore 
the Research Launchpad, where you can find 
research studies.

GENTLE MORNING WAKEUP YOGA  10-10:30 AM 

Kim Lowe (she/her), PhD 
Certified Yoga for Cancer Teacher

Starting the day in the right frame of 
mind can make all the difference! In 
this 20-minute yoga class, we’ll do a 
few gentle movements to stretch our bodies and get 
our energy flowing abundantly. 
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CHANGING THE FACE OF CANCER, TOGETHER 
 10:30 AM

Chris Draft (he/him) 
Founder, President, and CEO, Chris 
Draft Family Foundation

Founder of The Chris Draft Family Foundation 
in 2006, Chris’ mission is to empower families 
to lead healthy lifestyles. Four years later, a 
cancer diagnosis rocked his world when his wife, 
Keasha, was diagnosed with Stage IV lung cancer. 
In 2011, Chris and Keasha co-founded Team 
Draft, a national campaign to change the face of 
lung cancer. Carrying on her legacy to increase 
awareness of misconceptions and health 
disparities, Chris will discuss on what advocacy 
looks like, what it means to hold perspective, 
and how we can challenge the inequalities in our 
medical community.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 11-11:50 AM

PSST - YOU’RE AN ADVOCATE, TOO  

Ryan McDonald (he/him)
Associate Editorial Director, CURE

Heidi Nafman-Onda (she/her), MS
Health Educator, Professional Fitness Trainer,  
Co-Founder, The White Ribbon Project

Pierre Onda (he/him), MD, MPH
Co-Founder, The White Ribbon Project

Dorothy Paredes (she/her)
Founder & President, The Atrium Foundation

MODERATOR
Chris Bordoni (he/him)
Founder & CEO, Bordoni & Company

Advocacy is a big word, but being an advocate 
comes in all forms, shapes, and sizes. There is a good 
chance you are already an advocate - you just don’t 
know it. In this session, we will learn what advocacy 
is, what it means to find and own our voice, and 
dispel those imposter feelings. We will leave this 
session feeling more confident in our ability to use 
our voice and create changes in our lives.

BUILDING YOUR TRIBE: ALLYSHIP THROUGH 
CULTURAL COMPETENCY  

Hayley Dinerman (she/her)
Co-Founder and Executive Director, Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer Foundation

Ricki Fairley (she/her)
CEO and Co-Founder, TOUCH, The Black Breast 
Cancer Alliance

Being an ally and selecting a community is an ever-
evolving process. Maybe there is a community that 
works for you, or you’re involved in a community 
that only meets half of your needs, or you haven’t 
found one yet. As we move along our journeys, 
our needs and interests will change - and so will 
the organizations we both support and support 
us. In this session, we will cover what it means to 
look through the “allyship” lens when choosing 
an organization and how to be a good ally for 
underserved communities. We will leave this 
session with the knowledge that your own needs 
are unique and how to filter communities in a way 
that works for you. 

THE RELATIONSHIP DYNAMICS OF CANCER   
 12-12:50 PM

Kristin McMaster (she/her), MSW
Mental Health Resource Specialist, First Descents

Rhonda Meckstroth (she/her)
Lung Cancer/Caregiver Advocate

Narjust Duma (she/her), MD
Associate Director of Cancer Care Equity, Thoracic 
Oncologist, Lowe Center For Thoracic Oncology, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute

MODERATOR 
Brad Love (he/him), PhD
Co-Founder, GRYT Health; Associate Director, Center 
for Health Communication, The University of Texas at 
Austin; Associate Professor, School of Advertising and 
Public Relations, The University of Texas at Austin

Cancer worms its way into everything in our life, 
including self-talk, mental health, relationships, 
and intimacy with partners. In this session, we 
will hear several perspectives about how our 
relationship dynamics are strained from a cancer 
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diagnosis, whether it’s your own or someone you 
know and love. We will leave this session knowing 
how to communicate our mental and physical health 
needs in a way that flourishes our relationships with 
ourselves and others instead of muddling them.

INTERACTIVE INTERMISSION  1-2 PM

It’s important to nourish our bodies and give our 
brains a break, so go get some food! When you’re 
ready, come back to connect with each other and 
our partners at their chat rooms. We will have 
representatives from across the spectrum of 
organizations waiting to talk with and support you, 
LIVE at 1:30 pm ET.

EXHIBIT HALL AND RESEARCH 
LAUNCHPAD 1:30-2 PM

Exhibitors will be available to chat LIVE 
about the resources they offer in our 
Exhibit Hall and Research Launchpad.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2-2:50 PM

MAKING CLINICAL TRIALS MORE ACCESSIBLE  
TO ALL 

Patricia “Patti” M. Doykos (she/her), PhD
Executive Director of Healthy Equity, Bristol Myers 
Squibb

Cathy Florek (she/her)
Director, Head of Engagement Strategy, Bristol Myers 
Squibb

Tiffany Lynn Valentine (she/her), MBA, PMP, CSM
Associate Director Clinical Innovation Lead, Bristol 
Myers Squibb

Clinical trials should embrace health equity, not 
serve as a barrier to it. In this session, we will hear 
how industry sponsors are approaching clinical 
trials with a move towards ensuring diverse 
representation, inclusion of patient voice, and 
how technology is enabling more access to patient 
research. We will leave this session with a better 
understanding of how trial sponsors are bringing the 
clinical trial journey to patients’ doorsteps.

THIS SHYT LASTS FOREVER: DEALING WITH LONG 
TERM SIDE EFFECTS    

Michael D. Stubblefield (he/him), MD
Medical Director, Cancer Rehabilitation at Kessler 
Institute for Rehabilitation; National Medical Director, 
Select Medical’s ReVital Cancer Rehabilitation 
Program; National Medical Director, Complex 
Medical Rehabilitation for Select Medical’s Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Hospital Division

Alaina Newell (she/her), PT, DPT
Board Certified Clinical Specialist in Oncologic and 
Women’s Health Physical Therapy, LANA-Certified 
Lymphedema Specialist, ReVital Director of Education

Keara Savage McNair (she/her), OTR/L, BCPR, ATP
Advanced Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist, 
Inpatient Spinal Cord Injury Program, Inpatient 
Cancer Rehabilitation Program, Kessler Institute for 
Rehabilitation

Treatment may be ongoing or may have ended, but 
long-term side effects are forever. In this session, we 
will have our side effects acknowledged by leading 
medical professionals. We will leave this session by 
learning habits to cope with long-term side effects 
in healthy ways, improve our quality of life, and help 
minimize pain and discomfort. 

FINDING POWER THROUGH YOUR VOICE  
 3-3:50 PM

Your voice and experiences matter. Eight selected 
members from the GRYT Health community will 
have five minutes each to share their stories of 
hardship, belonging, perseverance, “gryt,” and more 
live. We will leave this session knowing that we are 
not alone in our thoughts and feelings.

LIVE
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INTERACTIVE MAGIC  4 PM

Aaron O’Brien (he/him) 
Magician

Magician Aaron O’Brien in a Zoom-friendly magic 
show! Thriving on audience participation, you’ll be 
amazed by the magic he displays while inspiring 
some laughs. 

GVCC21 ENDS, BUT CANCER DOES NOT  4:45 PM

It is time for our conference to end. However, our 
dedication to supporting one another does not end. 
This session is open for everyone to come together 
to discuss valuable things we learned from GVCC 
this year and what else GRYT Health and others are 
doing to help support the cancer community.
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Speaker  BIOGRAPHIES

Johna Beech (she/her)
Caregiver Advocate

Johna lives in Alaska after 
falling in love with the area 
while visiting her folks who had 
recently moved there. 

She volunteers in her community, having been involved 
with Relay For Live for more than a decade as well as 
the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
for eight years. She has recently joined the Alaska 
Advisory Board for the American Cancer Society. 

Cassie Beisel (she/her)
Senior Advocacy Officer 
Melanoma Research 
Foundation

Cassie joined the Melanoma 
Research Foundation (MRF) in 
2014. As Senior Advocacy Officer, 

she leads the organization’s advocacy efforts to 
mobilize advances in policy, federal funding and 
regulatory issues while representing and engaging the 
interests of the melanoma community. Cassie also 
focuses on partnering within the industry, seeking to 
amplify the voice of the melanoma community. She 
serves on the steering committee for the National 
Council of Skin Cancer Prevention (NCSCP). She 
is Co-Chair for the NCSCP’s Skin Smart Campus 
Initiative and is a member of the Public Access to 
Sunscreen (PASS) Coalition.

Having had three cancers – Stage IIIC melanoma, 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia and squamous cell 
carcinoma. Cassie brings with her an incredible 
passion to work towards better outcomes and quality 
of life for patients, caregivers and their loved ones.

In her free time she enjoys traveling, anything 
outdoors, cooking and tending to every whimsical 
need of her pampered cat Lizzie.

Dave Bjork (he/him)
Vice President of 
Empowerment, GRYT Health

Dave is a patient advocate and 
research evangelist with more 
than 20 years of progressive 
experience in community-building, 

nonprofit fundraising, and patient engagement and 
empowerment leadership roles. He is currently vice 
president of Empowerment for GRYT Health, working 
on a team to provide patient-centric solutions to 
GRYT Health’s pharmaceutical and healthcare clients’ 
most challenging problems in order to help them 
better address patient needs. Dave is also host of the 
Research Evangelist Podcast where he interviews 
people in life sciences doing meaningful work. In 
addition, he is an advisor to Medidata Solutions 
where he serves on the Patient Insights Board team to 
bring the patient voice to the clinical trial experience. 
Previously Dave spent eight years leading nonprofit 
fundraising and advocacy teams, including four 
years as Vice President of Development for National 
Foundation for Cancer Research where he was 
responsible for all fundraising and advocacy efforts.

A lung cancer survivor, Dave has made it his life 
mission to connect patients, biopharma companies, 
academic institutions, and other key influencers 
to forge strong partnerships to focus on research. 
He also advocates for and builds bridges between 
patient groups and the biopharma industry. He 
proudly serves on the Advisory Board of the Cancer 
Epigenetics Institute at Fox Chase Cancer Center. 
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Dave earned a BS in Economics and Finance from the 
Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.

Chris Bordoni (he/him)
Founder & CEO, Bordoni & 
Company

Chris is a strategy consultant, 
teacher, and executive coach. 
While Chris has had his share of 
successes - All-American athlete, 

founder of his own consultancy, and podcast host - 
he faced several career-altering setbacks along the 
way, including a battle with Stage IIIB cancer at age 
30. Today, Chris’ work focuses on helping highly-
motivated individuals and organizations reinvent 
themselves in the face of change.

TJ Bowen (he/him), PhD
Chief Scientific Officer &  
Co-Founder, Deep Lens

TJ’s career has spanned from 
cancer research to software 
development and strategy and 
management consulting. His 

research focused on pathological identification of 
tumor differentiation in breast cancers derived from 
p53, BRCA1/2, ATM and other mutations.

Following his graduate work, TJ worked as a strategy 
consultant in the biotechnology, pharmaceutical and 
medical device space for L.E.K. Consulting where he 
helped with M&A, strategy and operations for dozens 
of global organizations.

More recently, he was a founding leader of the 
software innovation team at Fuse by Cardinal 
Health where his teams developed innovative 
products for healthcare providers, pharmaceutical 
companies and patients.

TJ was a Regents Scholar at the University of 
California, San Diego where he received his doctorate 
in Biomedical Sciences and graduated with Honors 
from Pepperdine University with a BS in Biology.

Cynthia A. Burton (she/her)
Metastatic Stage IV Breast 
Cancer Survivor

Cynthia earned a Mechanical 
Engineering degree and then 
enjoyed 7 or 8 different careers, 
some engineering-related and 

some not, before retiring in May 2020. She owned 
her sandwich shop and catering company. She has 
travelled all over the world, including Antarctica, for 
technical training. Her last career was traditional 
teaching. She loved teaching 6th-grade science as 
a way of helping to develop the next generation 
of STEM-focused students. She has always been 
physically active as an adult. Cynthia has also 
coached runners and triathletes. She qualified and 
ran the Boston Marathon in 2007. Her triathlon 
team became her family as she coached and 
competed in triathlons, including one full Ironman 
triathlon in 2009.

As COVID-19 came on the scene, Cynthia was being 
diagnosed with de novo metastatic breast cancer. 
Luckily, she had already enjoyed a long and fulfilling 
work life and was in a position to retire. Retirement 
and her technical background have allowed her to 
take on the steep learning curve of dealing with Stage 
IV cancer. She is a strong advocate for cancer patients 
to be sure they have the right medical team that fits 
the individual and has experience with their specific 
kind of cancer in place. Cynthia believes this will give 
the patient the best chance to have the best quality 
of life for the longest time. She believes staying 
healthy through diet, exercise, and minimizing stress 
is important. Cynthia still enjoys running, hiking, 
weight training, volunteer work, and traveling.



GVCC20201  |    14

William G. Cance (he/him), 
MD
Chief Medical and Scientific 
Officer, American Cancer Society

William is a renowned surgical 
oncologist and physician-scientist, 
transformative leader, and 

champion for innovation. He leads the American 
Cancer Society’s scientific and medical strategies and 
manages its research and cancer control departments, 
providing leadership to areas including intramural and 
extramural research, prevention and early detection, 
patient and caregiver support, global cancer control, 
and health systems engagement.

William is a practicing surgical oncologist. His areas of 
expertise include thyroid cancer, parathyroid disease, 
and advanced gastrointestinal malignancies. He is the 
principal investigator for a 25-year National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) grant focused on focal adhesion 
kinase, a protein involved in cancer metastasis. He 
is a former American Cancer Society grantee and 
has received additional grant funding from the NCI, 
National Institutes of Health, and US Department 
of Defense. He holds eight patents and has been 
involved in several entrepreneurial projects to bring 
his research advancements to market.

William earned undergraduate and medical degrees 
from Duke University. He completed a residency 
in general surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital/
Washington University School of Medicine and a 
fellowship in surgical oncology at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center.

Megan-Claire Chase (she/
her)
Partnership Director, GRYT 
Health, Survivor & Caregiver

Megan-Claire builds relationships 
with non-profit patient advocacy 
groups to engage their expertise in 

virtual patient education programs and amplify their 
resources to support the GRYT Health community. 
She is an accomplished media and marketing 

professional with over 15 years of experience in 
these industries. After being diagnosed with Stage IIA 
invasive lobular breast cancer in 2015, she became 
heavily involved in patient advocacy and research 
post-treatment. She is a powerful communicator, 
public speaker, researcher, published writer, and 
blogger of Life on the Cancer Train. 

In her spare time, she is a consumer reviewer for 
the Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research 
Program, a contributing writer for WebMD, and host 
of The Megan-Claire Show for Ancora.ai. Megan-
Claire’s work has been featured in the United 
States’ press, including The New York Times and 
People Magazine. She has also been featured by 
many patient advocacy organizations. She grew up 
in Macon, GA, and received her Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication with a minor in Theatre from The 
College of Saint Rose in Albany, NY.

Minas Chrysopoulo  
(he/him), MD, FACS
President, PRMA Plastic 
Surgery; Founder, Toliman 
Health

Minas is a board-certified plastic 
surgeon, breast reconstruction 

surgeon, and microsurgeon. He specializes in 
state-of-the-art breast reconstruction, focusing on 
perforator flap breast reconstruction, nipple-sparing 
mastectomy, techniques to maximize aesthetic 
outcomes, and restoring sensation after mastectomy.

Minas is certified by the American Board of 
Plastic Surgery and is an active member of several 
professional societies, including the American 
Society for Reconstructive Microsurgery (ASRM) 
and the American Society of Plastic Surgeons 
(ASPS). He serves on several educational 
committees for these organizations. Minas has 
authored and co-authored several book chapters 
and scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals and 
is routinely an expert speaker at regional, national, 
and international academic meetings.
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Minas has dedicated his professional life to 
advocating for breast cancer patients. He strongly 
believes that shared decision-making between the 
physician and patient is crucial in achieving the 
best outcomes and has built his practice on this 
philosophy. To empower as many patients as possible 
to advocate for themselves, he created the Breast 
Advocate® App, a free app that provides anyone 
with a breast cancer diagnosis or at increased risk of 
developing breast cancer, a much-needed voice in 
their breast cancer treatment planning.

Amelia Coffaro (she/her), 
C-IATY
Certified Yoga Therapist, AYA 
Cancer Survivor 

Amelia is a certified yoga therapist 
in the infusion center at Ascension 
Columbia St. Mary’s Cancer 

Center, a member of the Yoga Committee and Patient 
Advocate Committee for the Society for Integrative 
Oncology, and the Project Manager for the Bounce 
Back Study Stakeholder Group, a stress management 
program for adolescents and young adults cancer 
survivors led by Dr. Giselle Perez-Lougee, PhD, at 
Harvard University. After experiencing a rare and 
aggressive form of breast cancer at age 27, Amelia 
dedicated her work to meeting the unique needs 
of people with cancer as ways to manage, prevent 
and heal from disease or illness. She is passionate 
about creating accessible, inclusive, and holistic 
healing communities for young adults with cancer 
and chronic illness, and using mind-body medicine to 
empower young people in their health and healing.

Terri Coutee (she/her)
Founder and Director 
DiepCFoundation

Terri created DiepCFoundation 
to help others who are seeking 
information about breast 
reconstruction options. She gives 

patients the personal first-hand knowledge they 

are seeking by sharing, from beginning to end, her 
positive journey through breast reconstruction.

Terri is a Project LEAD® Institute graduate and a 
consumer patient advocate. She is currently serving on 
the Department of Defense Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Program for the breast cancer 
vaccine under the leadership of Dr. Vincent Tuohy of 
the Cleveland Clinic, “Primary Immunoprevention of 
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer.”

Her Foundation strongly supports the United Nations, 
SDG3, Sustainable Development Goal 3: Good Health 
and Well-Being. She works with thought leaders 
across the globe to promote the value of shared 
decision-making and personalized care to develop 
methods to be utilized globally to improve patient 
outcomes in healthcare.

Dave Craig (he/him)
Co-Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer, GRYT Health

Dave is a two-time cancer 
survivor, oncology researcher and 
patient experience champion. 
After 10 years of struggling to 

see his own cancer journey in the patient experience 
research he led for the pharmaceutical industry, he 
left to use his survivor heart and researcher brain to 
help other patients. In 2016, he co-founded GRYT 
(“grit”) Health, a digital oncology solutions company 
that empowers people to be in charge of their own 
health through education, engagement, and support, 
and has served as the chief executive officer since 
its inception. At GRYT Health, he and his team of 
fellow survivors and caregivers, use their expertise 
and personal experiences to support the industry 
and create new and innovative ways to help others 
navigate their journey.

Dave has a bachelor’s of science in Technical 
Communication and MBA in Technology 
Management, from Rochester Institute of Technology.  
He has completed Executive Education at Harvard 
Business School in Building New Ventures and at MIT 
in Corporate Strategy.
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Chris Curtis (he/him)
Chief Executive Officer & 
Founder, Swallows Head & Neck 
Cancer Charity, Head and Neck 
Cancer Survivor

Chris’ world changed when he 
heard the words “You have cancer” 

on Friday the 13th in 2011. His cancer treatment 
changed both his physical health and mental health. 
Joining the Cancer Support Network after his 
treatment allowed him to have positivity slowly seep 
back into his life. By experiencing this life-changing 
role of being a part of a support group, he helped the 
group go from a group of supportive individuals to a 
full-blown charity organization.

Swallows Head & Neck Cancer helps patients and 
carers across the globe by supporting them through 
their journeys, as well as offering a 24/7 helpline 
for patients and carers to use for advice and round 
the clock support. There is a physical charity shop in 
Blackpool, England - where the charity was founded 
- which is run by a great team of volunteers and 
managed by their dedicated manager Anne Nyland.

Chris understands that having a strong support system 
around you whilst undergoing treatment is important 
to help you to stay strong throughout the cancer 
journey. His dream is to help tomorrow’s patients and 
ensure their journey is better than today’s. 

Sharon Curtis (she/her)
Caregiver Advocate

Sharon grew up in Blackpool, 
England, and worked a number 
of years in the travel industry. 
After having her two children, 
she changed careers to become a 

personal assistant. In 2011, her husband, Chris, was 
diagnosed with throat cancer. This news changed her 
life and she suddenly became his caregiver, a role she 
never thought she would play. 

Towards the end of Chris’ treatment, the couple 
attended a local support group. Within a year Chris 

rebranded the group to the Swallows Head & Neck 
Cancer Support Group and turned it into a charity. 
During that time Sharon understood the level of 
support for caregivers was critically low, even though 
caregivers play a vital role in the lives of patients. 

Sharon now runs the 24/7 support line, providing a 
space for caregivers to speak directly to someone 
who understands their struggles. 

Hayley Dinerman (she/her)
Co-Founder and Executive 
Director, Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer Foundation

Hayley began her career as a 
corporate lawyer in New York 
City and pivoted to the non-profit 

world when a close friend was diagnosed with Triple 
Negative Breast Cancer.

She is a proven thought leader within the breast 
cancer space with the ability to cast vision, 
strategically plan, manage and fund innovative 
social impact solutions. Her tireless commitment, 
unparalleled resourcefulness and valuable 
relationships have resulted in millions of dollars raised 
to fund Triple Negative-specific research initiatives, 
as well as an extensive array of resources and support 
services for those battling TNBC.

Erin Donovan (she/her), 
PhD
Associate Professor of Health 
Communication, Moody College 
of Communication; Director of 
Interdisciplinary Education, UT 

Center for Health Communication

Erin specializes in interpersonal health 
communication. She received her PhD from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her 
research and teaching focuses on how people can 
successfully navigate difficult conversations with 
family, friends, and health care providers while coping 
with illness, stress, and uncertainty. Her expertise 
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includes interpersonal communication processes 
such as disclosing and receiving bad news, social 
support and coping, and exchanging complex medical 
information.

Patricia “Patti” M. Doykos 
(she/her), PhD
Executive Director of Healthy 
Equity, Bristol Myers Squibb

Patti leads internal and external 
health equity efforts across 
BMS, bringing particular focus to 

medically underserved patients and communities.

Patti has 23 years of experience and leadership in 
transformative corporate philanthropy and corporate 
social responsibility, product brand and strategic 
communications, and health equity and social justice 
at BMS. Most recently, she served as Senior Director 
of the Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation since 
2002. In January 2020, she took on the role of lead 
for BMS’s Health Equity Initiative to develop and 
implement an enterprise-wide health equity approach 
and strategy. Previously, Patti has developed and 
led U.S. and international grant-making and public-
private partnership programs for global HIV/AIDS, 
women’s health, diabetes, serious mental illness, 
cancer, immunology, and COVID-19.

Among her current service roles are inaugural chair 
of the board of the Center for Global Health Equity at 
Dartmouth-Geisel Medical School, Board of Advisors 
for Dartmouth-Geisel Medical School, Advisory Board 
of the Center for Global Health at Rutgers University, 
and Trustee of Phillips Academy Andover and member 
of its Anti-Racism Task Force.

Patti holds a B.A. from Dartmouth College for majors 
in Government and German, an M.A. in German 
Literature & Language from the University of Virginia, 
and a Ph.D. in the same from New York University, 
both with a concentration in Cultural Studies.

Chris Draft (he/him)
Founder, President, and CEO, 
Chris Draft Family Foundation

Late in 2010, just a few months 
after his NFL retirement, Chris’ 
world was rocked. In 2006, while 
with the Carolina Panthers, he 

met Keasha Rutledge. A Clemson University graduate 
with a degree in electrical engineering, Keasha was a 
successful pharmaceutical sales executive, a former 
Charlotte Hornets Honeybee dancer and member 
of Clemson University’s Rally Cat dance squad. In 
November 2010, Keasha was the vision of healthy 
living and a non-smoker, doing P90X and preparing to 
run in a 10K race. A shortness of breath led her to see 
her primary care physician who ordered X-rays and 
discovered a mass in her chest. Additional tests and 
confirmed Stage IV Lung Cancer.

On November 27, 2011, standing side-by-side, Chris 
and Keasha launched Team Draft at their wedding 
with the expressed goal to fight lung cancer. Just one 
month later, Keasha lost her courageous fight and 
died at the age of 38.

Chris Draft is the Founder, President, and CEO of the 
Chris Draft Family Foundation (CDFF) whose mission 
has been to empower families to lead healthy lifestyles. 
He is also the Co-Founder of Team Draft, leading the 
creation of a national campaign that is changing the 
face of lung cancer. He is an internationally recognized 
speaker, community leader, and family and character 
advocate who serves as an NFL Ambassador and a 
national spokesperson on many health-related issues, 
including the care and treatment of asthma, from which 
he suffers, and lung cancer, the disease that claimed the 
life of his wife, Keasha in 2011.
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Narjust Duma (she/her), 
MD
Associate Director of Cancer 
Care Equity, Thoracic 
Oncologist, Lowe Center For 
Thoracic Oncology, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute

Narjust is originally from Venezuela, born of a 
Colombian mother and Dominican father. She 
completed her internal medicine residency in Rutgers 
New Jersey Medical School and fellowship at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, where she was 
the chief fellow from 2018 -2019.

Narjust’s clinical interests include targeted therapy for 
lung cancer and the care of women with lung cancer, 
including their unique aspects of cancer survivorship. 
She is the principal investigator of the Sexual Health 
Assessment in Women with Lung Cancer (SHAWL) 
Study, the largest study to date evaluating sexual 
dysfunction in women with lung cancer. 

Apart from her clinical interests in lung cancer, she 
is also a leading and productive researcher in cancer 
health disparities, gender and racial discrimination 
in medical education and medicine. She received 
many awards, including the 2018 Resident of the Year 
Award by the National Hispanic Medical Association, 
the Mayo Brothers Distinguished Fellowship award, 
and the 2020 Rising Star award by the LEAD national 
conference for women in hematology and oncology. 

In addition, Narjust founded the Duma Lab in 
2019. The laboratory focuses on lung cancer, social 
justice issues in medicine and medical education. 
Since its foundation, the Duma laboratory has 
received research funding from several national 
agencies, published over 15 studies and editorials, 
and presented research findings at national and 
international conferences, including the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Annual Meeting 
and the World Conference of Lung Cancer.

Ricki Fairley (she/her)
CEO and Co-Founder, TOUCH, 
The Black Breast Cancer 
Alliance

Ricki is a Stage IIIA Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer Survivor/Thriver. Her 
personal purpose, passion, mission, 

ministry and blessing is to bring focus, attention, 
research and action to eradicating Black Breast Cancer, 
and supporting and coaching what she calls her 
“Breasties” through their breast cancer experience.

Ricki is an award-winning seasoned marketing veteran 
that has transformed her strategic acumen into breast 
cancer advocacy. Ricki co-founded and serves as 
CEO of TOUCH, The Black Breast Cancer Alliance to 
address Black Breast Cancer as a unique and special 
disease state, with the overall goal of reducing the 
mortality rate for Black women. Ricki founded and 
serves as co-host for “The Doctor Is In,” a weekly live 
web series on the BlackDoctor.org Facebook page 
that reaches over 3 million viewers. She is a founding 
member of #BlackDataMatters, in partnership with 
Breastcancer.org, Citizen, The Center for Health Care 
Innovation, Morehouse School of Medicine and Susan 
G. Komen Foundation to encourage and elevate the 
importance of Black Women participating in clinical 
trial research. She is starting a movement to change 
the game on  Black women participating in clinical 
trials research.

Ricki is a graduate of Dartmouth College and holds an 
MBA from Kellogg Graduate School of Management at 
Northwestern University. 

Cathy Florek (she/her)
Director, Head of Engagement 
Strategy, Bristol Myers Squibb

Cathy has been with BMS for 
over 30 years, spending the 
majority of her time in research 
and development. She currently 

leads a team of engagement strategy leads within 
the global development operations division of BMS. 
The engagement strategy team focuses on bringing 
the voice of the patients and caregivers into our 
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trial designs and implementation, with a goal to 
drive meaningful change, improve experience, and 
generate greater patient diversity in our clinical trials.

Darcy Flora (she/her), PhD
Chief Research Officer, GRYT 
Health

Darcy holds a PhD in 
Pharmacology from the University 
of Minnesota Medical School. 
She has more than 15 years 

of combined experience in molecular and clinical 
pharmacology and patient experience research. 
Darcy is passionate about working with the cancer 
community to make research more understood and 
accessible, helping patients and caregivers use their 
voice to improve future care and resources and 
understand their impact, and connecting research 
participants to information and resources. She lives in 
Colorado and enjoys exploring the outdoors with her 
two Labrador retrievers.

Sarah Griffin (she/her), 
LMSW
Social Worker, Prospero Health

Sarah currently works for Prospero 
Health, a palliative consult of 
United Healthcare. She has worked 
as a palliative social worker for 

Crouse Hospital for five years. Sarah previously 
worked for Hospice of CNY as a discharge planning 
social worker, and child and family bereavement 
counselor. In the past, Sarah led a support group for 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. She has also 
directed a week-long children’s bereavement camp. 

Kristen Hege (she/her), 
MD
Senior Vice President, Early 
Clinical Development, 
Oncology/Hematology and Cell 
Therapy, Bristol Myers Squibb

Kristen is a physician who has 
been board-certified in hematology, medical oncology 
and internal medicine. Based out of Bristol Myers 
Squibb’s San Francisco site, Kristen focuses on 
developing innovative cancer treatments to combat 
hard-to-treat diseases. A self-described “jack-of-
all-trades,” she is responsible for overseeing early 
clinical development programs for a diverse range 
of treatment modalities such as CAR-T cells, T-cell 
engagers, monoclonal antibodies and small molecules. 
She and her team of physicians and clinical scientists 
use translational insights to shape clinical trials, guide 
biomarker strategies and inform asset development.

Cat Holland (she/her), 
MBA, BSN, RN
VP Care Management 
Catholic Health System

Cat has worked in health care for 
over fifteen years. Her personal 
mission is to continually challenge 

herself to deepen her connective capabilities to enjoy 
authentic, relationship-centered experiences with 
patients, caregivers and colleagues.

Anita Kumar (she/her), MD
Assistant Attending, Lymphoma 
Service, Medical Site Director, 
Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center Basking Ridge

Anita completed her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Biochemical 

Sciences at Harvard College, graduating cum laude. 
She proceeded to Feinberg School of Medicine, 
Northwestern University, where she received her 
Doctor of Medicine and was appointed to the Alpha 
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Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society. Anita then 
served as an intern and resident in internal medicine 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and completed a 
fellowship in hematology and medical oncology at 
MSKCC. 

She joined the faculty of MSKCC in 2014, where she 
is the Section Head for the Mantle Cell Lymphoma 
research program. Anita’s clinical interests involve 
the care of patients with Hodgkin and non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma with a special interest in mantle cell 
lymphoma. Her research interests include the 
clinical applications of minimal residual disease 
testing in B-cell non-Hodgkin lymphomas and 
the development of novel treatment paradigms in 
mantle cell lymphoma, including biologically targeted 
therapeutics. She serves as a principal investigator for 
multiple clinical trials.

Lee James (he/him), MD, 
PhD
Vice President, US Medical 
Oncology, Bristol Myers Squibb

Lee is the Disease Area Head 
for Oncology Solid Tumors in 
US Medical Oncology. He plays 

a critical leadership role in the development and 
execution of the BMS oncology strategy in solid 
tumors. Leading a team of medical professionals 
across USM, this role is accountable for translating 
medical, customer and competitive insights into 
implications and plans for the brand and disease area.

Previously, he was a Vice President in Early 
Development Program Leadership, partnering with 
the oncology protein homeostasis and epigenetics 
group (Oncogenesis TRC). Earlier in his career, Lee 
was Global Clinical Lead and then Medicine Team 
Lead for lorlatinib (ALK/ROS1 inhibitor) at Pfizer.
Before his time at Pfizer, Lee was a practicing medical 
oncologist in Queens, NY affiliated with New York 
Hospital Queens.

Lee completed undergraduate study in Microbiology 
at Cornell University and moved to  Seattle for his 
MD/PhD training at the University of Washington. 

His PhD in Molecular and Cellular Biology was 
conducted at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center, where he worked on Myc in the lab of Bob 
Eisenman. He completed his internal medicine 
residency at the University of Chicago followed by 
a Medical Oncology/Hematology fellowship with 
a focus in Thoracic Oncology at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.

Kelly Laschinger (she/her), 
MSN, RN, CPNP, CPHON 
Manager, Clinical Trial Support 
Center, The Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society 

Kelly is a board-certified pediatric 
nurse practitioner and certified 

pediatric hematology oncology nurse. She completed 
her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 2000 at the 
University of Michigan and her Master of Science 
in Nursing in 2003 at Case Western Reserve 
University. Kelly has practiced for most of her nursing 
career at Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital in 
Cleveland, OH, holding both pediatric oncology 
nurse practitioner inpatient and outpatient roles, 
including a key role in the program development 
and coordination of both the Multidisciplinary 
Survivorship and Neuro-Oncology Programs. 

She joined The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
in 2018 and is currently the manager of the Clinical 
Trial Support Center. She leads a team of nurse 
navigators to help blood cancer patients and their 
families identify clinical trials and overcome barriers 
to enrollment.
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Brad Love (he/him), PhD
Co-Founder, GRYT Health; 
Associate Director, Center for 
Health Communication, The 
University of Texas at Austin; 
Associate Professor, School 
of Advertising and Public 

Relations, The University of Texas at Austin

Brad helps people thrive. 

At the University of Texas at Austin, he serves as 
University Distinguished Teaching Professor. His 
work mainly focuses on improving the quality of life 
for young adults affected by cancer. In particular, his 
research focuses on boosting access to mental health, 
social, and informational support. Brad’s projects 
have been supported by MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, the Livestrong Foundation, the American 
Cancer Society, and others.

Kim Lowe (she/her), PhD
Certified Yoga for Cancer 
Teacher

Kim has dedicated her entire 20 
year career trying to improve how 
patients are diagnosed and treated 
for their cancer. When her beloved 

mom received a devastating diagnosis, she founded 
Empower You. Empower You provides online, cancer-
focused yoga, nutrition, meditation, guided self-
massage, guided Energy Medicine, and art therapy to 
patients and caregivers.

Kasey Marsh (she/her), 
MA
CHES Merchandising Program 
Supervisor, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center Children’s Art 
Project

Kasey is a lifelong artist 
and creative who has worked for 12 years as a 
professional photographer. After her mother’s 

colorectal cancer diagnosis, she spent 15 years as 
an advocate and caregiver. Inspired to help others 
through the oncology experience, she joined MD 
Anderson Cancer Center Children’s Art Project in 
2016. Providing creative space and support, whether 
virtual or in-person, to people of all ages and stages 
is her life’s mission. In her personal time, Kasey is a 
dedicated foodie who loves travel, animals, tea, the 
Foo Fighters, and painting.

Ryan McDonald (he/him)
Associate Editorial Director 
CURE

Ryan has been with CURE since 
February 2020 and has previously 
covered medical news across 
several specialties prior to joining 

MJH Life Sciences. He is a graduate of Temple 
University, where he studied journalism and minored 
in political science and history. He considers himself 
a craft beer snob and would like to open a brewery 
in the future. During his spare time, he can be found 
rooting for all major Philadelphia sports teams.

Kristin McMaster  
(she/her), MSW
Mental Health Resource 
Specialist, First Descents

Kristin joins us from California 
and represents First Descents 
(FD) as their Mental Health 

Reviewer and Resource Specialist. Kristin received 
her Masters of Social Work from the University of 
Southern California with a concentration in health 
and conducted research during that time with Dr. 
Zebrack on cancer survivorship issues. Thereafter, 
Kristin began her career in oncology social work at 
UC Irvine Cancer Center, developing a psychosocial 
support program for young adults in the local cancer 
community. Through her work with FD and personal 
passions, Kristin developed an unwavering belief 
in the strength of the wilderness to heal and help 
empower people facing challenges like a cancer 
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diagnosis. Along with supporting FD, Kristin helps to 
run surf camps for kids who have a family member 
with cancer and runs a technology-based program 
for low-income students at UC Santa Cruz. When 
she is not wearing her counselor’s hat, you can find 
Kristin out in the ocean on her surfboard, riding her 
mountain bike, or roaming the beautiful trails of 
California!

Keara Savage McNair (she/
her), OTR/L, BCPR, ATP 
Advanced Clinical Specialist 
Occupational Therapist, 
Inpatient Spinal Cord Injury 
Program, Inpatient Cancer 
Rehabilitation Program, Kessler 

Institute for Rehabilitation

Keara is the clinical lead for Kessler’s inpatient cancer 
rehabilitation program and a member of Select 
Medical’s medically complex program committee. 
She is also the lead of Kessler’s inpatient assistive 
technology program and received her RESNA 
Assistive Technology Professional certification in 
2019. Keara has been an active member of the 
American Occupational Therapist Association 
(AOTA) and has been a Board Certified Occupational 
Therapist in Physical Rehabilitation since 2017. She 
is a member of AOTA’s job analysis committee for 
the board certification exam in physical rehabilitation 
and an active member of the American Spinal Injury 
Association (ASIA). She is a therapy representative in 
ASIA’s Education committee, specifically addressing 
education in non-traumatic spinal cord injury and 
cancer-related myelopathy. Keara’s research focuses 
on improving interdisciplinary communication 
and implementing oncology tools in the inpatient 
rehabilitation environment to promote quality of life 
and reduce transfers to the acute care hospital.

Rhonda Meckstroth  
(she/her)
Lung Cancer/Caregiver 
Advocate

Rhonda’s spouse, Jeff, was 
diagnosed with Stage IV ALK 
Positive Lung Cancer during a 

routine annual physical. As a non-smoker, she was 
unaware of the risk factors for lung cancer involved 
having lungs. The failures in public health education 
and accountability are the leading reasons why she 
advocates for lung cancer, but it was the medical 
challenges Jeff faced that ignited her passion for 
advocacy for lung cancer. 

Rhonda believes public health education has a 
domino effect directly impacting the diagnosis and 
appropriate treatment for lung cancer. The lack 
of public medical information regarding NSCLC, 
biomarker testing, targeted therapies, whole brain 
radiation, and the expectation of the patient/
caregiver to have to carry the burden of appropriate 
care is unacceptable. She thinks the sad reality about 
the advances for testing and treatment in lung cancer 
for the past ten years relies on luck, where you live, 
and your community oncologist’s education level. 
Rhonda feels that every lung cancer patient deserves 
the opportunity to know if they can benefit from 
these known advances, and experience the quality 
and quantity of life that Jeff has experienced.

Rhonda and Jeff live in rural Ohio. Jeff is a retired 
Assistant Chief for the Piqua Fire Department and a 
farmer. Rhonda has been a project specialist with the 
City of Piqua for 31 years.

Heidi Nafman-Onda  
(she/her), MS
Health Educator, Professional 
Fitness Trainer, Co-Founder 
The White Ribbon Project

Heidi lives in Colorado with 
her husband and she has three 

adult children who live across the US. Heidi holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and a Master’s 
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Degree in Health Education. She has been a certified 
fitness trainer for over 17 years. She worked with 
the HIV/AIDS community in the early 1990s in Los 
Angeles, CA, where she offered prevention education, 
awareness efforts and emotional support to those 
living with the disease and their friends and families.

Being a lifelong health enthusiast, her inoperable 
Stage IIIA lung cancer diagnosis came as a complete 
shock in October of 2018. This was an incidental 
finding and she had no symptoms.

Heidi and her husband founded The White Ribbon 
Project in response to the lack of general lung cancer 
awareness. They seek to encourage other lung cancer 
survivors and advocates to mobilize their efforts 
to increase awareness, change public perception, 
and work to improve prevention, detection, and 
treatment of lung cancer.

Alaina Newell (she/her), 
PT, DPT
Board Certified Clinical 
Specialist in Oncologic and 
Women’s Health Physical 
Therapy, LANA-Certified 
Lymphedema Specialist, 

Director of Education, ReVital

Alaina serves as director of education for ReVital, 
Select Medical’s national cancer rehabilitation 
program. She is responsible for developing and 
coordinating clinician, patient and provider education 
for ReVital markets across the U.S. Prior to joining the 
ReVital team, she served as the operations director of 
the Physiological Oncological Rehabilitation Institute 
(PORi) and clinical specialist in pelvic (bladder), 
gastrointestinal and sarcoma cancers at Oncology 
Rehab in Denver, CO. 

She is a board certified clinical specialist in women’s 
health and oncologic physical therapy by the 
American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties 
(ABPTS) and a certified lymphedema therapist 
through the Lymphology Association of North 
America. Alaina is a member of the Academy of 
Oncology Physical Therapy (APTA) community of 

content experts as well as an adjunct professor of 
physical therapy at South College and Andrews 
University. She graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh with her Doctorate of Physical Therapy 
and continued her education with a residency in 
women’s health physical therapy at the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center.

Gwen Nichols (she/her), 
MD
Chief Medical Officer, The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Gwen plays a critical role in 
advancing cures through a unique 
combination of clinical, academic 

and pharmaceutical experience. She oversees LLS’s 
scientific research portfolio, patient services and 
policy and advocacy initiatives. A physician and 
scientific researcher, she has dedicated her career to 
advancing cures for cancers.

Most recently, Gwen was oncology site head of 
the Roche Translational Clinical Research Center, 
where she worked to develop new cancer therapies, 
translating them from the laboratory to clinical 
trials. Prior to joining Roche in 2007, she was at 
Columbia University for more than ten years, where 
she served as the director of the Hematologic 
Malignancies Program.

While at Columbia University, Gwen maintained an 
active clinical practice and received the prestigious 
honors of “Physician of the Year” from Columbia 
University and the “Humanism in Medicine Award” 
from the American Association of Medical Colleges.

Aaron O’Brien (he/him)
Magician

Aaron became a member of the 
prestigious Magic Castle® in 
Hollywood at the age of 13. Now 
22, he has become a popular 
keynote speaker, a magical master 

of ceremonies, and a dynamic event entertainer. 
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Aaron is the author of Speak Like Magic: 6 Secrets to 
Help You Become a Fearless, Focused, and Fantastic 
Communicator, published by INKcredible Books 
(December 2020). A leader in the new and exciting 
world of virtual presentations, Aaron brings his unique 
brand of “WOW” and encouragement to employees 
and leaders of companies across America. His clients 
include Insperity, Sony, Qualcomm, Amgen, Fidelity 
Investments, and hundreds more. Aaron is a rising star 
in the worlds of magic, mentalism, and motivation. 

Pierre Onda (he/him), MD, 
MPH
Co-Founder, The White Ribbon 
Project

Pierre is a recently retired 
internal medicine primary care 
physician and Heidi’s husband and 

caregiver. He received his medical degree from The 
Medical College of Pennsylvania (currently known 
as Drexel University College of Medicine) in 1991, 
and completed his residency in internal medicine at 
UCLA in 1994.

He also holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology from 
the University of California at Berkeley, a Master’s 
Degree in Biology from Stanford University, and a 
Master’s Degree in Public Health with a focus on 
health education from UCLA. He has had numerous 
physician leadership roles within Kaiser Permanente, 
Colorado, and is a former member of the Board of 
Directors for his 1,000+ member multispecialty 
medical group (Colorado Permanente Medical Group).

As Co-Founder of The White Ribbon Project, Pierre 
helps craft the white ribbons, attends advocacy 
meetings, organizes ribbon-making events and 
supports the organization. He is passionate about 
teaching other physicians the realities of lung cancer.

Dorothy Paredes (she/her)
Founder & President  
The Atrium Foundation

Dorothy is 43 years old and a 
three-time cancer survivor. She 
was diagnosed with breast cancer 
at 26 and ovarian cancer at 36 and 

38. She is a self-published author of 26 & Fu¢ked, her 
story of navigating the difficult life-altering decisions 
due to her diagnosis, and founder of The Atrium 
Foundation. Atrium Foundation is a 501c3 committed 
to supporting those affected by cancer thrive through 
their journey of survivorship by providing financial 
assistance towards medical, living, end of life, and 
mental health and wellness expenses.

Dorothy advocates for mental health and wellness 
support for the cancer community and aspires to 
drive change at the heart of oncology care plans to 
include mental health and wellness care for patients, 
survivors and caregivers/co-survivors.

Taylor Patton (he/him), 
MSW 
Associate Director, Patient 
Insights and Advocacy 
EMD Serono

Taylor manages EMD Serono’s 
relationships with patient 

advocacy organizations and health care provider 
groups to ensure patient and caregiver perspectives 
are represented and to expand access to therapies. 
Prior to joining EMD Serono in March 2021, Taylor 
worked with several patient advocacy organizations, 
in roles primarily focused on advocacy and policy 
issues, as well as building strong coalitions with 
stakeholders to support patients through the 
continuum of care – from screening through 
survivorship.
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Dan Platt (he/him), MD
Chief Medical Officer 
GRYT Health

Dan has spent the majority of 
his life engaged in making the 
healthcare system more responsive 
to the needs of patients. Dan holds 

a Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree with distinction 
in research from the University of Rochester School 
of Medicine and Dentistry. He recently moved 
back to Rochester after having spent the last 10 
years in Boston as a resident in neurology and as a 
consultant to biotech, pharma, and industry. Dan 
has extensive experience in the immuno-oncology 
space, having also served as the Executive Director, 
Medical Strategy and Development, for Advaxis 
Immunotherapies. He is passionate about improving 
the prevention and treatment of cancer, educating 
and advocating for patients, and reshaping healthcare 
to be effective, efficient, and equitable.

Upal Basu Roy (he/him), 
PhD, MPH
Executive Director Of Research 
LUNGevity

Upal oversees the research 
strategy of LUNGevity Foundation, 
including the Translational 

Science Research Program and the Patient-
Focused Research Center (Patient FoRCe), and the 
Foundation’s patient education portfolio. Within the 
Translational Science Research Program, he guides 
the award administration and peer review of lung 
cancer research grants, as well as the monitoring 
and evaluation of research projects that focus 
on improving outcomes via early detection and 
improved treatment options. Within Patient FoRCe 
that he helped found, he designs and implements 
research studies that seek to understand the lung 
cancer patient experience and identify unmet needs 
in education and access to care. Specifically, he 
manages protocol development to project execution 

to recommendations on how to incorporate Patient 
FoRCe research study findings into clinical practice. 
He has spearheaded several multi-stakeholder 
research projects that aim to increase access to lung 
cancer screening, biomarker testing, and clinical trials 
for lung cancer patients.

As a patient research advocate, Upal works with 
national organizations such as the US Food and 
Drug Administration, the National Cancer Institute, 
other patient advocacy groups, and pharma partners 
on policy initiatives to make clinical trials more 
streamlined and patient-centric.

Upal has over 10 years of translational cancer 
research experience in the laboratory. He received a 
PhD in Cancer Biology and an MPH in Global Health 
Policy and Management.

Michael D. Stubblefield 
(he/him), MD
Medical Director, Cancer 
Rehabilitation at Kessler 
Institute for Rehabilitation; 
National Medical Director, 
Select Medical’s ReVital Cancer 

Rehabilitation Program; National Medical 
Director, Complex Medical Rehabilitation 
for Select Medical’s Inpatient Rehabilitation 
Hospital Division

Michael is the former Chief of Cancer Rehabilitation 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. He is 
a Clinical Professor in the Department of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation at the Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School. Michael is board certified 
in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R), 
Internal Medicine, and Electrodiagnostic Medicine. 
His primary clinical expertise is in the identification, 
evaluation, and rehabilitation of neuromuscular, 
musculoskeletal, pain, and functional disorders 
resulting from cancer and its treatment, particularly 
those caused by radiation and neurotoxic 
chemotherapy.
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He is an accomplished researcher who has published 
extensively, not only in the rehabilitation literature, 
but in oncology, pain management, palliative care, 
neurophysiology, and other journals. He has authored 
numerous review articles and book chapters in the 
field of cancer rehabilitation and is the editor of 
Cancer Rehabilitation: Principles and Practice, the 
only comprehensive textbook in this emerging field 
now in its second edition. He is a fierce advocate 
for the development of cancer rehabilitation and 
survivorship programs and champions their role 
in restoring function and quality of life to cancer 
patients. 

Tiffany Lynn Valentine 
(she/her), MBA, PMP, CSM 
Associate Director Clinical 
Innovation Lead, Bristol Myers 
Squibb

Tiffany has 25 years of 
pharmaceutical experience 

managing local and global clinical trials, developing 
and launching digital projects, innovation campaigns, 
and industry consortia workstreams. She is 
responsible for running and implementing new clinical 
innovation and digital opportunities to improve BMS 
Global Clinical Operations, enabling BMS to become 
an industry leader in light of clinical innovation. 
Tiffany drives the implementation of prototypes, 
proof of concepts, and pilots to delivery innovative 
clinical development and clinical operations 
opportunities.

Lisa-Ann Wheeler (she/
her)
Patient Navigator, Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Program 
(BCCP), Women’s Health, 
Georgia Department of Public 
Health

Lisa-Ann has been a cancer caregiver and is a hospice 
care advocate. Through her work as an End of Life 
Doula, she has seen firsthand the impact hospice 
care has on individuals living with metastatic disease. 
Comfort care is the best tool to increase the quality 
of life for the individual living with the disease to their 
loved ones. 

Lisa is an INELDA trained End of Life Doula, a 
field coordinator with the National Breast Cancer 
Coalition, a community health worker for the Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Program with the Georgia 
Department of Public Health. She is also a 2nd-year 
seminary student. 
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USE YOUR voice.

JOIN THE COMMUNITY AT GRYTHEALTH.COM

Patient 
Experience 
Research

Your story has the power to  
heal, support, and empower 

others. Write or record 
your unique perspective at 

grythealth.com/stories.

Come as you are with your 
questions, wins or vents and 
interact with your peers and 

GRYT Health staff who get it.
grythealth.com/events.

Talking about your whole 
experience with our team of 

researchers has real, industry-
changing effects on the future 

of cancer care.




