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Milestones in Cancer Survivorship Advocacy

• In 1971, President Richard Nixon signed the National Cancer Act, a landmark piece of legislation that 
granted the National Cancer Institute (NCI) greater authority and resources to conduct cancer biology 
research and advance cancer treatment.

• The NCI Office of Cancer Survivorship (OCS) was established in 1996 to enhance the quality and length of 
survival for people with a history of cancer. The OCS supports research on the short- and long-term physical, 
psychosocial and economic effects of cancer and treatment among survivors and their families.

The Ongoing Need for Survivorship Advocacy

• As medical therapies improve, there is a growing community of survivors and those living with long-term 
effects of treatment. The National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship (NCCS) was founded to advocate for 
cancer survivors. The NCCS recognizes survivorship from the moment of diagnosis and works to address 
people’s needs all along their survivorship journey.

• Survivor advocates play an important role in addressing communication gaps that remain between primary 
care providers, specialists and patients regarding survivors’ long-term care needs. 
o The NCCS Survivorship Champions program supports the exchange of information between clinicians 

and researchers regarding practices and effective survivorship care models to improve continuity of 
care for cancer survivors.

o Prioritizing “whole patient care” addresses integrative needs of survivors and people living with chronic 
conditions. The Society for Integrative Oncology offers information on clinical practice guidelines for 
patient-centered, evidence-based therapies that can be used in concert with conventional treatment to 
support patients’ quality of life.

o The NCCS Elevating Survivorship program is a patient-led initiative to improve survivorship care 
through research like the NCCS State of Cancer Survivorship Survey and community education through 
the Elevate Ambassador Program.

Living with Disease: A Conversation on Life After Diagnosis 

Living a full life after a diagnosis, or managing a chronic disease, is a relatively 
new focus in global health and healthcare. In recognition of National Cancer 
Survivor Month in the U.S. in June, “Living with Disease: A Conversation on Life 
After Diagnosis” explored what survivorship and disease management is like for 
individuals around the world. Our working groups also met to discuss next steps in 
each of their priority areas.
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