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MMojlHf A New Year’s Eve Service

PRELUDE
Have quiet instrumental music playing to create
space for reflection

WELCOME

Good evening and welcome to this sacred
gathering on the threshold of a new year. Tonight,
we pause—not simply to mark the passing of time,
but to stand together in the presence of God, who
has brought us through another year by grace. This
Watch Night tradition, deeply rooted in our
Wesleyan heritage, invites us to reflect, to repent,
to give thanks, and to renew our covenant with
God. It is a time to remember the faithfulness of the
one who was with us yesterday, walks beside us
today, and goes ahead of us into tomorrow. This is
holy ground. This is a night for gratitude, for
prayer, for letting go—and for beginning again in
hope. So, let us enter this time with reverence and
expectancy. God is here. Let us worship.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The old year passes; the new one comes.
People: Through every season, God is faithful.

Leader: We gather to remember, to let go, and to
begin again.

People: We come
confession, with hope.

with gratitude, with

Leader: Let us worship the God who makes all
things new.

People: Let us enter the new year in covenant
and in grace.

HYMN
“Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine”
(United Methodist Hymnal, 606)

OPENING PRAYER (Unison)

Eternal God,

You are the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. You have walked with us
through joy and sorrow, through success and
struggle. As we leave behind this past year, we
lay down our brokenness, hatred, anxiety, and
worry at the cross. And as we face the year
ahead, we seek your guidance, your grace, your
Spirit. Make us new in Christ. Renew our
commitment to love you and to serve others. We
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dedicate this new year to your glory. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke
13:6-9

REFLECTION
“A New Beginning of Grace”

HYMN
“Take My Life, and Let It Be”
(United Methodist Hymnal, 399)

WESLEYAN COVENANT PRAYER

John Wesley led early Methodists in a covenant
renewal each year. It was a way of rededicating
their lives fully to God, reminding them that
discipleship is a daily calling, not a seasonal one.
Let us offer this prayer together:

I am no longer my own, but yours.

Put me to what you will, rank me with whom
you will. Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed for you or laid aside for
you, exalted for you or brought low for you.
Let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all
things, let me have nothing. I freely and
wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure
and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

You are mine, and I am yours. So be it.

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be
confirmed in heaven. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION

Allow a few moments of silence for personal

reflection. You may invite people to the following

activities. You may create prayer stations for each

of the activities below or choose one activity.

e Write down a prayer or commitment for the
new year.

o Light a candle of remembrance or hope.

e Tear a slip of paper on which you have written
one thing you want to let go.

o Write your name on a sticky note and put it on a
cross or vine symbolizing new life in Christ.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Faithful God,

You have carried us through another year.
Through trials and triumphs, we have seen your
hand at work.

We thank you for your constant love.
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We confess where we have failed to love you or our
neighbors fully.

We pray for courage in the year ahead—to follow
Jesus more closely,

to forgive more freely,

to speak more truthfully,

to serve more joyfully.

As the clock turns and the world counts down,

we turn our hearts upward to you.

Renew us, strengthen us, send us.

We ask all this in the name of Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING

As we prepare to enter a new year, let us give
generously, not out of obligation, but out of
gratitude for all that God has done.

ANTHEM DURING OFFERING

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)

God of grace and abundance,

We give you thanks for all your blessings in this
past year. Receive these gifts as signs of our love
and trust. Use them to bring light into dark
places, hope into despair, and love into the
world. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

HYMN
“Blessed Assurance”
(United Methodist Hymnal, 369)

BENEDICTION

Go into the new year with courage. Let the past rest
in God’s mercy; let the future be shaped by God’s
grace, and let your present be filled with God’s
presence.

Go now, in the power of the Holy Spirit, renewed
in covenant, restored in hope, and ready to live for
Christ. Amen.

SAHEOl AMSLICE Of Of By

ol A
oON=]

L|Ct. Hwa Young Chong wrote this order of A New Year’s Eve Service for a bilingual Korean-English congregation. This
service may be used when the Korean-speaking and English-speaking members worship together, and it may also be

used when each worships separately.

Rev. Dr. Hwa-Young Chong holds a BA in Christian Studies from Ewha Womans University in Seoul, Korea. She completed
her M.Div. and Ph.D. in Theological and Historical Studies from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston,
llinois. She is an ordained elder in the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church. She serves as the
district superintendent for the Prairie North District of the Northern lllinois Conference.



