70th Anniversary of Women’s Ordination 
in the Methodist Tradition
Sample Order of Worship


GATHERING
Prelude/Gathering Music

Processional (Optional)
Include:
· Clergy women (active & retired)
· Representatives of laity
· Acolyte carrying light
· Bible and bowl of water (prominently placed on the altar)

Opening Hymn 	“O Spirit of the Living God” 	(UMH 539) 

Welcome & Naming the Day
Purpose:
· Remember 1956 General Conference action granting full clergy rights to women.
· Name it as recognition of what the Holy Spirit had already been doing.
· Connect to Acts 2 — the Spirit who filled all gathered.
Ritual options to include:
· Recognition of clergy women present
· Lighting 7 candles (one per decade)
· Short testimonies 

Call to Worship 

Inspired by the Songs of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) and Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-10 ) 
Leader: Today we remember the songs of faithful and courageous women, like Mary and Hannah. These are songs of praise, courage, and hope. 
People: We raise our voices with them to praise God's goodness. (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: “Our souls praise the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.” 

People: God has been kind to the humble and the faithful. (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: "Our hearts rejoice in the Lord; our God gives us strength." 
People: We rejoice in the victory God gives us when we live by faith and trust.  (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: As the people of God, you are called to serve in the “Imago Dei.”

People: Called to protect life, uphold its sacredness, and serve with courage and compassion. (sound of chime/bell)  

Leader: Like Mary and Hannah, you are called to boldly speak the truth and firmly stand against systems, norms and structures that cause harm and are unjust. 

People: O God, give us prophetic voices to declare your justice and righteousness.  (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: You, like Mary and Hannah, are called to participate in God’s mission of setting people and all of creation free from violence, oppression, and injustices. 

People: Give us the power to be instruments of Your liberating grace.  (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: You are called to do sacred tasks for peace, justice, and equality, just like Mary and Hannah. 
People: God, let your kin-dom come on earth as it is in heaven.  (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: Like Mary and Hannah, you are sent to sing out hope and freedom, proclaiming liberation for the people, the land and all of creation. 
People: May our witness lead us on, and may our hope endure.  (sound of chime/bell) 

Leader: And we will keep singing with our words, our faith, and our witness. 
People: Until all of life that God has promised is fulfilled and shared.  (sound of chime/bell)   

Written by Jennifer Ferariza-Meneses, GCSRW Board Member, Executive Secretary, Board of Women’s Work, Philippines Regional Conference of The United Methodist Church. Found in GCOSROW Liturgical in Celebration of 70 Years of Women’s Ordination, 8-9.

CONFESSION & PARDON 

Prayer of Confession
Leader: God of every generation, you have called women to speak, teach, shepherd, prophesy, and serve your world. Too often though, your Church has closed its pulpits, silenced its daughters, and questioned the anointing you placed on their lives. 

All: We confess that we have inherited, and at times participated, in systems that diminish the voices of women, disregard their Leadership, and deny their God-given gifts. We have mistaken patriarchy for holiness, and tradition for truth. Forgive us, O God. 

Leader: We name the pain of erasure and acknowledge the sermons that we're never preached, the calls to witness that were never answered, the wisdom that was never heard, and the flavor of your grace that was never celebrated because women were told to wait, or be quiet, or go elsewhere. 

All: We repent for every way we have dishonored your image by limiting who can lead in your name. We repent for our complicity in silencing the prophets you have sent in skirts, collars, heels, robes, and lipstick. We turn toward your justice with open hands and humbled hearts. 

Leader: Let us in the silence of our hearts, confess our sins to God.

(moment of silent confession)

Leader: Hear the good news: The same God who called Miriam to sing, Deborah to judge, Mary to bear the Incarnation, and the women at the tomb to preach resurrection, is the God who forgives, restores, and sends us still. 

All: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, we are empowered. 
In the Church, we rise together.

Leader: Thanks be to God for seventy years of ordained women and for the Holy Spirit who refuses to be silenced. 

All: Amen. 

Written by Rev. Dr. Andrea Byer-Thomas, COSROW Chairperson, Florida Annual Conference.
Found in GCOSROW Liturgical in Celebration of 70 Years of Women’s Ordination, 15-16.

PROCLAMATION

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture
Possible Selections:
· Acts 1:4–5
· Acts 2:1–4
· Acts 2:42–47

Hymn of Preparation 	“Spirit of Faith, Come Down” 	UMH 332

Sermon	 “Blown Away” 
	(notes by Rev. Lisa Straus)

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant
	Water should be visible and, if possible, heard.

Invitation
Sisters and brothers in Christ,
the Spirit was not given only once.
The Spirit was not given only to some.
The Spirit is poured out upon all flesh.
Today, as we celebrate seventy years
of recognizing women’s ordination,
we remember that before ordination comes baptism.
Before recognition comes calling.
Before the church affirms, God calls.
So we renew our baptismal covenant.

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
(Adapted from UMH Baptismal Covenant I)
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
reject the evil powers of this world,
and repent of your sin?

People: I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression
in whatever forms they present themselves?

People: I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior,
put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord,
in union with the church which Christ has opened
to people of all ages, nations, and races?

People: I do.

Thanksgiving Over the Water 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God,
when nothing existed but chaos,
your Spirit swept over the waters.
At the Jordan, your Spirit descended on Jesus.
On Pentecost, your Spirit filled the church.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here.
Renew in us the gift of baptism.
Set us on fire again
to love boldly,
to serve faithfully,
and to follow wherever you lead.
Amen.

Invite people to come forward to touch the water
or remain seated and sign themselves with water.
As movement occurs, sing:

Sung Response 	“Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 	TFWS 2120
	“Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 	UMH 404

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Leader: Despite the witness of Scripture and early Church tradition, we know that too often we have failed to recognize the Divinity of Christ in women. Therefore, today, let us as the Church affirm: 

All: We believe God, our Divine Creator, is mothering us, cradling us in infinite grace and love. 
We believe, like Eve, we are partners with humanity and creation. We believe, like Deborah, we are gifted with Holy Wisdom as we seek God’s guidance. We believe, like Tamar, we are much more than the worst things done to us. We believe, like Esther, we are called to step out in faith, taking risks for the good of others. We believe, like Ruth, we are meant to love others selflessly. We believe, like Mary, we can bring to life Divine hope for the world. We believe, like the woman caught in adultery, we are forgiven. We believe, like Martha and Mary, we are invited to be disciples of Jesus. We believe, like Mary Magdalene, we are called to proclaim the Good News of resurrection, no matter how unbelievable. We believe, like Lydia, we are gifted with resources meant to be generously shared. We see the Divine’s goodness, courage, faithfulness, and resilience reflected in women throughout Scripture and in our world today. We believe we are called to follow their lead. 
Amen. 
Rev. Stephanie York Arnold, General Secretary, The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. Found in GCOSROW Liturgical in Celebration of 70 Years of Women’s Ordination, 10.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

But the midwives Shiphrah and the other Puah, feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. (Ex 1: 17) 

Holy God of Resistant Life, 
Like your servants Shiphrah and Puah, we are called to usher in life in our communities, in our congregations, and in our world, not because it is a role assigned to us by gender but rather because we are committed to following the example of Jesus, who came that we may have life and have it more abundantly. 

Help your people, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to resist evil, oppression, and all the systems that continually try to rob Your beloved creation of the joy of life, and may we be brave to choose to obey you rather than any earthly power that destroys the dignity of all humanity. 

It is in the life-giving name of Jesus that we pray, 
Amen. 
Rev. Dr. Lydia E. Muñoz, Executive Director, El Plan for Hispanic Latine Ministry of the UMC, 
A Ministry Partner of GCORR. Found in GCOSROW Liturgical in Celebration of 70 Years of Women’s Ordination, 11.

OFFERING

SENDING

Closing Hymn	Together We Serve	TFWS 2175

Benediction

For the past 70 years, God has blessed and kept ordained women as they answered calls to ministry doing the work of the Lord. Likewise, may God bless you and keep you. 

God has been gracious to women ordained in ministry for the last 70 years. Even in the darkest times, God’s face has shined down upon them. Likewise, may God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

For 70 years, through times of turbulence and uncertainty, God has turned God’s face towards ordained women and has given them a sense of peace. Likewise, may God’s face turn toward you and give you peace. 

Go forth in the name of the Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! Amen! 

Deaconess Celeste Eubanks, Director, Candler Center for Christian Leadership, Candler School of Theology – Emory University. Found in GCOSROW Liturgical in Celebration of 70 Years of Women’s Ordination, 24.


Postlude 
