
RENOUNCE, REJECT,
REPENT

Jesus in the Wilderness

Luke 4:1-13

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the

wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during

those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the

Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is

written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”

5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6

And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been

given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be

yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 9

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to

him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will

command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’

11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a

stone.’” 12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When

the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

To begin class each week, have a cup of water and a bowl. Invite everyone to

take a deep breath as the leader slowly pours the water into the bowl. 

Then pray aloud: 
God of Water and the Spirit, 

May we be open to the new things you are doing. 
Reveal to us today what it means to renounce, reject and

repent. Amen.

Opening Ritual:

      W E E K O N E

Scripture Reading: Luke 4: 1-13
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In your own words, what were the 3 things Jesus was tempted by?

Inspired by Jesus' 40 Days in the Wilderness, many people of faith

choose to give up something during the season of Lent. Have you

ever given anything up? If so, what? Did you learn anything from that

experience?

Many individuals fast from a food item or other treat during the

Lenten season. Others adopt new habits, sacrificing time and putting

that extra time towards spiritual growth. What changes might you

make in your spiritual life if you decided to fast from "evil"? 

Discussion: 

"On behalf of the whole church, I ask
you, "Do you renounce the spiritual
forces of wickedness, reject the evil
powers of this world and repent of

your sin?"

Pastoral Reflection:
The first phrase of our baptismal vows sets the tone for the entire ritual.

Participants are asked to "renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject

the evil powers of this world and repent of your sin." These concepts of

"spiritual forces", "wickedness" and "evil powers" are very daunting, even

abrasive! In my personal experience, I've witnessed far more infant/child

baptisms than I have adult baptisms, and I'm often struck by how blunt the

wording is. Why do we have to speak of things that are "evil" or "wicked" during

such a beautiful, sacramental moment? 
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Our world is full of oppressive systems that cause harm to so many, and

that's what I understand the "evil powers of this world" to be. I don't believe

the world to be innately evil, God created the world! However, I do believe

in the sins of selfishness, greed, racism, colonialism, materialism, and so

many others. When we commit to renouncing the forces of wickedness, we

are called to turn away from these things that take our spiritual focus off

the Good News! When we find ourselves in the wilderness, whether it be

literal, seasonal, mental, spiritual, or whatever form wilderness presents

itself, we are tested, just as Jesus was. I don't believe this is a test from God

or some way to trick us into sinning. I believe that life is hard, and we find

ourselves having to make choices. And when we make these choices, it's an

opportunity to remember our baptismal vows to renounce wickedness,

reject evil and repent of the times we choose ourselves over God.

---Pastor Katie Minnis

Directly following the baptism of Jesus, he

finds himself in the wilderness: a space

where he comes face to face with

wickedness, the temptation of the evil

powers of the world, as well as the reality of

sin. Jesus' baptism symbolizes the start of his

ministry. The same can be said when

individuals are baptized today: it is the start

of their ministry to share the Good News of

Jesus in the world! And just like Jesus tended

to do, he showed us what to expect when we

commit to living as he lived. When we

commit to a Christian life, we will be faced

with situations that look very different from

the beautiful, candlelit baptismal ritual. The

water isn't always there to keep washing over

us. The voice from heaven, saying we are

God's beloved child, isn't always easy to hear.

The support of the minister who baptizes us

isn't always physically present. Rather, we are

faced with situations that make us question

our identity, our power, and our faith, just

like Jesus was in this scripture. 
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What do you think "spiritual forces of wickedness" refers to? 

Where have you seen the evil powers of this world?

What do you think it means to repent from sin? 

Connection:

Closing Ritual: 
At the conclusion of class each week, invite everyone to stand, Then say aloud:

After the prayer, invite each person to touch the water on their way out the

door, saying I WILL!

Members of our Beloved Community, 
Will you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness? 

Will you reject the evil powers of this world?
Will you repent of your sin?

RENOUNCE, REJECT, REPENT
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