I HIS SET OF SERVICES WAS DESIGNED AND EDITED FOR NEW UNITED METHODIST
AND RELATED CHURCHES IN DEVELOPING AREAS OF THE WORLD. These services
were prepared with three suppositions about the churches who would use them:

e They are churches who identify with the United Methodist tradition of worship
and want to reflect that connection in the ways they worship,

e They are churches who seek guidance in shaping worship that is both
appropriate to the cultural context of the local church and connected to the
historic and ecumenical framework of Christian worship, and

e They are churches who want to include their own language, customs, music,
practices and symbols in worship.

This volume contains the core services for congregational life: a basic pattern for
weekly worship, services of baptism, a service of Christian marriage and a service
of Christian burial.

The General Board of Discipleship (Discipleship Ministries) of The United Methodist
Church will, as requested by bishops or other appropriate leaders, continue to seek
to assist and support local leaders in creating resources appropriate for use in their
region of the world.
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General Services for Christian Worship

in the United Methodist Tradition

A Basic Resource for Worship Planners
and Worship Leaders

— Second Edition 2016 —

© 2000, 2016 The General Board of Discipleship All rights reserved.

Except as stated elsewhere, all rights on all material are reserved by
The General Board of Discipleship and no part of this work may be
reproduced in any form whatsoever, print or electronic, including
photocopying or by any information storage or retrieval system, without
the written permission from The General Board of Discipleship.

Notice to Church Bodies Concerning
Publication of These Worship Resources

The services contained in this volume may be published in English
or translated into other languages, with or without adaptations, by
pastors and annual conferences of The United Methodist Church. It
is also offered for the use of other Methodist, Wesleyan and related
Uniting and United Churches, subject to permissions for use by
those bodies, provided:

1. The translation and/or adaptation is to enable appropriate
theological interpretation in various cultural and/or ethnic
contexts,

2. The publication or reproduction is for worship or educational
purposes,
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3. The following acknowledgement and permission is included
with the whole or any part of this volume published:

The services in this book are derived from General Services for
Christian Worship in the United Methodist Tradition prepared by
The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist
Church Copyright © 2000, 2016 and from sources © 1972, 1976,
1979, 1980, 1984, 1985, 1989, 1992 by The United Methodist
Publishing House. Published with permission.

4. The church body making the publication of the whole or any
part thereof send a confirmation copy to The General Board
of Discipleship, Attention: Director of Worship Resources, P.
O. Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003 or e-mail contact:
worship@umcdiscipleship.org. While not a condition of
granting permission to translate and/or adapt these services for
publication, The General Board of Discipleship requests that,
if possible, an English translation of a translation/adaptation
accompany the confirmation copy. This will enable us to track
and learn how our ritual is enculturated in various contexts
across our worldwide Church.

5. The acknowledgements, including copyright information and
permission to reprint, on pages 5 and 7 must be included in the
publication of these services. If only parts of General Services
for Christian Worship in the Methodist Tradition are used, then
the acknowledgements for those portions should be included in
the publication.

The worship staff of The General Board of Discipleship will continue
to develop this resource. We welcome suggestions for other resources
that churches think would be helpful to them in developing their
worship resources or for ways this resource could be made more
useful and accessible. Contact worship@umcdiscipleship.org or call
(Exit Code)-1-877-899-2780 x7072.
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The Basic Pattern of Worship

his order for proclaiming God’s Word and celebrating Holy Communion
Texpresses the biblical, historical, and ecumenical convergence about
the shape and contents of Christian worship. It underlies all of the General
Services of the Church.

The various options presented demonstrate the flexibility of this pattern.

Entrance
The people gather in the Lord’s name.

A font may be made available for the baptized
to reaffirm their baptism.

Greetings, prayer, and praise may be expressed
in sung, spoken and other expressions.

Proclamation & Response

The Scriptures are opened to the people through the reading of
lessons, preaching, witnessing, music, or other arts and media.
Psalms, anthems, and hymns may be interspersed to support the
scriptures and the flow of the service. Responses to God’s Word may
include confessions of faith, invitation to Christian discipleship,
acts of the baptismal covenant, and other acts of commitment or
dedication. All services should include prayers of intercession by the
people for the church, the world, and one another.
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Thanksgiving & Communion

The people prepare to offer themselves to God in praise and
thanksgiving by confessing their sin, hearing the word of pardon,
and sharing the peace of Christ with one another. An offering may
be collected. When communion is celebrated, the offering may
include the presentation of the gifts of bread and wine.

When communion is celebrated, it is the primary act of thanksgiving.
When communion is not celebrated, other substantial acts of
thanksgiving are offered in connection with or after the offering.

The actions of Holy Communion are modeled on the actions of Jesus
at the Last Supper:

e Taking the bread and cup (preparing the table)

e Giving thanks over the bread and cup (Great Thanksgiving)
e Breaking the bread (after the Great Thanksgiving)

e Giving the bread and cup (distribution)

Sending Forth

The people are sent into ministry with the Lord’s blessing.
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A Development and Description of
the Basic Pattern of Worship

The following commentary explains the various parts of the service and
offers additional suggestions for using the Basic Pattern of Worship.

Local and cultural traditions are encouraged and may be incorporated into
the service at the discretion of the pastor. Dance, drama, music and other
arts may deepen the meaning and expression of particular moments of
worship, proclaim the Word of God, and express the congregation’s response.

Entrance

GATHERING: The people assemble in the worship space and
prepare themselves, individually and collectively, for worship.
Silence, music, or song may be part of this time.

GREETING: The pastor or other leader greets the congregation in
the name of Jesus Christ and the congregation greets the leader. The
greeting should be brief, not call attention to itself, and help move
the congregation into the actions that follow.

[OPENING PRAYER] If included, this may be a brief collect that
encapsulates the scriptural theme for the day.

ACTS OF PRAISE: May include one or more psalms, prayers,

congregational songs or other artistic expressions that actively
engage the whole congregation.
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Proclamation of the Word & Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: A leader or all of the people pray
for the Holy Spirit to open the church’s mind and heart to hear what
God is saying to them as the scriptures are read and the Word is
proclaimed through the sermon or message.

READINGS OF SCRIPTURE: The Revised Common Lectionary is
the recommended source for each Sunday’s readings. Sermon series,
especially when based on the lectionary texts, are also commended.
Psalms or songs may follow each reading.

Sermon

RESPONSE(S) TO THE WORD: After hearing and proclaiming God’s
Word, the pastor and other worship leaders guide the congregation in
response to that Word. For a list of possible responses, see page 29.

PRAYERS WITH THE WORLD, THE WORLDWIDE AND LOCAL
CHURCH, THE EARTH AND PEOPLE IN NEED: A leader guides
the congregation in praying with and for the world, the local and
worldwide church of all Christian denominations, the earth and
people who are in need. This may be done in a variety of ways. People
may be invited to pray aloud or silently, voicing individual concerns
the leader gathers into a corporate prayer. Or a spoken or sung
refrain may be a corporate response to the naming of each general
petition or individual concern. The prayers may be concluded with
an appropriate collect, or with the Lord’s Prayer in unison.

Thanksgiving & Communion

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE/THANKSGIVING:
The pastor or deacon invites all present to prepare to offer their
thanksgiving (whether the Great Thanksgiving or other acts of
thanksgiving) by calling all to confess their sin and seek to be at

peace with one another.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND PARDON: A pastor, deacon or
lay worship leader leads the congregation in a prayer of corporate
confession of sin, followed by silence for individual confession. The

pastor announces God’s forgiveness in response to our confession.

THE PEACE: Reconciled with God, we now seek and extend
reconciliation and blessing to one another. The pastor announces the
peace of God to the people and all offer God’s peace to one another
in words and gestures.

OFFERING: Here the people offer themselves to God in union with
Christ’s offering for the world. This self-offering may be expressed
through music or dance that accompanies bringing the elements for
the Holy Communion, food or other resources for people who are
poor or suffering, and money and other gifts to support the work of
the church. After all gifts are collected, they may be brought forward
and placed on a table near the Lord’s table.

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP: The pastor or deacon takes the
bread and cup, offered from the gifts of the people, places them
on the table, and prepares the table for the Great Thanksgiving. If
these gifts are already in place, the pastor or deacon lifts them before
the congregation. This follows the Old Testament model of the
presentation of sacrifices by those offering them. (See Leviticus 1:4).

BLESSING OUR TRIUNE GOD: THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER: The authorized presider (elder,
commissioned minister preparing to become an elder, or appointed
local pastor) and congregation call each other to offer themselves to
God.

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The authorized presider leads the congregation in giving thanks to
God for God’s mighty acts of salvation in Jesus Christ, including
Jesus taking the bread and cup and commanding us to “Do this
in remembrance of me.” The people make a memorial acclamation,
and the presider leads the people in asking God to pour out the
Holy Spirit upon on the bread and cup and on the congregation.
The prayer concludes with praise to the Holy Trinity, and all join in
the Great Amen, marking the completion of our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving and the assent to and participation by the whole
gathered people in the prayer led by the authorized presider. All
may pray the Lord’s Prayer together if it does not occur earlier in
the service.

(For an example of the ‘Great Thanksgiving’, see page 93.)

BREAKING THE BREAD: The Great Thanksgiving completed, the
authorized presider breaks the bread and lifts the cup in silence or
with appropriate words to prepare the elements for distribution.

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP: The authorized presider, assisted
by a deacon and/or by others, gives the bread and cup to the people
using simple words such as “The body of Christ given for you” with
the bread and “The blood of Christ poured out for you” with the cup.

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION: The presider leads the
people in a prayer of thanksgiving that leads to the Sending Forth.

It is strongly recommended that some of the communion bread and
drink be taken to persons in the congregation who could not be
present for the celebration of Holy Communion. This should happen
as soon as possible after the conclusion of the service. In this way the
Lord’s Table is extended. Laypersons as well as clergy may take these
elements shared in the congregation to persons unwillingly absent.

A sample service is provided on page 115.
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Act of Thanksgiving

When Holy Communion cannot be celebrated, the pastor or other
leader leads the congregation in substantial acts of thanksgiving for
the God’s savingactionsin creation, redemption, and in the lives of the
congregation. This may include prayers or litanies of thanksgiving,
one or more congregational songs giving thanks to God, and musical
or other artistic expressions. Thanksgiving offered by any means
may be modeled on the pattern of the Great Thanksgiving. However
it is offered, thanksgiving should be comprehensive, covering
personal, local, global, historical and ongoing acts of the Triune God
in creation, redemption, and the promised culmination of all things
in Jesus Christ.

Sending Forth

CONGREGATIONAL ACTS CONFIRMING INTENTIONS OF
THE PEOPLE TO SEEK AND SERVE

CHRIST IN THE WORLD — May include prayers, congregational
song or other responses.

BLESSING AND SENDING — The authorized presider blesses the
congregation in the name of the Holy Trinity. A deacon, or in the
absence of a deacon, an assisting lay leader sends the congregation
forth to love God and serve their neighbors.

GOING FORTH — Dance, singing, instrumental music and talking
are all appropriate as the people leave.
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A Guide to Christian Worship
Using the Basic Pattern

The following order is suggested when the congregation gathers for
Christian worship on Sunday or other times for the principal service of
worship. It shows the variety that is possible within the basic pattern of
worship.

Itis intended as a guide for those who plan worship, not an order that must
be followed verbatim by the congregation. The congregation may be guided
through the service by announcement, bulletin, and/or digital projection.

Local and cultural traditions are encouraged and may be incorporated
into the service at the discretion of the pastor. Dance, instrumental music
and various forms of art may be used to proclaim the Word of God and to
express the congregation’s response.

Entrance

GATHERING
The people come together in the Lord’s name.

While they're gathering, one or more of the following may take place:

e Informal greetings, conversation, and fellowship

* Announcements and welcoming

e Rehearsal of congregational music and other acts of worship
e Informal prayer, singing, testimony

e Quiet meditation and private prayer

e Instrumental or vocal music
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GREETING
Facing the congregation, the leader greets them in the Lord’s name.

Elements of the greeting may include:

o Scripture sentences or responsive acts between leader and
congregation to declare the Lord is present and empowers our
worship

e Pouring of water at the font to recall our common life in the
baptismal covenant

e Asongor hymn of greeting

ACTS OF PRAISE
The people praise God together.

One or more of the following may be spoken or sung:

* A song or hymn of praise.

e Instrumental offering accompanying or interspersed within a
congregational act of praise.

»  Prayer of the day, such as a collect

e Prayer of confession and act of pardon, especially in penitential
seasons such as Lent. If an act of confession and pardon is
offered here, it is not repeated later in the service.

e Litany with repeated congregational responses such as “Lord,
Have Mercy” or “Kyrie, eleison”

e “Glory to God in the Highest” A psalm or other scripture song
The Gloria Patri

* Ananthem

e Other forms of artistic expression that engage the entire
congregation

Proclamation & Response
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

The people prepare their hearts and minds to hear the Word of God.

The pastor, deacon or a lay worship leader leads the congregation in
seeking the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon the reading, preaching,
hearing, and doing of the Word.
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SCRIPTURE
The people hear the scriptures read aloud.

It is customary that laity read the Old Testament and Epistle readings
and lead the praying of the Psalm. The pastor may read the gospel or
the text upon which the sermon will be based.

Two or three Scripture readings should be used. The Revised
Common Lectionary is the recommended source for these readings.
If there are not Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel readings at each
service, care should be taken that over a period of time the people
hear representative readings from each.

The Scripture readings may be interspersed with:

e Apsalm or psalm portions, sung or spoken, after the first reading

e A hymn, song or other artistic expression related to the
Scriptures of the day

* A sung alleluia, before and/or after the final reading, if it is the
gospel

SERMON
The pastor or other authorized leader proclaims the Word of God from the
scriptures read in the hearing of the people.

One or more of the Scripture readings is interpreted and a witness to
the mission of God is proclaimed.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
The pastor and others lead the people to respond to the Word of God read
and proclaimed in their hearing.

Responses may include one or more of the following:

e Invitation to Christian discipleship, followed by a hymn of
invitation or response, or a baptism or confirmation hymn

*  Appropriate portions of the Baptismal Covenant:
— Holy Baptism
— Confirmation
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— Reaffirmation of Faith
— Reception into The (United) Methodist Church
— Reception into the Local Congregation
e Testimony or witness to God’s action in the lives of people
* Acreed, except when already used in the Baptismal Covenant

CONCERNS AND PRAYERS
The people enact their priestly ministry of interceding for the church and
the world.

The pastor or prayer leader may ask people to share particular needs
or thanksgivings to be included in the prayers.

Prayer may take one or more of these forms:

e Briefintercessions, petitions, and thanksgivings by the members
of the congregation led by their leaders (lay or clergy). Each of
these prayers may be followed by a common response, such as
“Lord, hear our prayer,” spoken or sung by all.

e Litany of intercession and petition

e A prayer led by the pastor that prompts, but does not replace,
prayers offered by the people

However the prayers are offered, care should be taken by the prayer
leader to ensure the people have prayed comprehensively for the
church, local and global, and of all denominations, the world and
its leaders, and the earth, and not only for their more immediate

concerns.

Thanksgiving & Communion
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE OR TO THANKSGIVING

The people are invited to prepare themselves to offer the Great Thanksgiving.

The pastor or deacon invite the congregation to prepare themselves to
offer the Great Thanksgiving or other acts of thanksgiving by acts of
confession, pardon, and offering the peace of Christ to one another.
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CONFESSION, PARDON, AND PEACE
The people confess their sins, receive and give God’s pardon, and offer the
peace of Christ to one another.

A prayer of confession and act of pardon are normally used here.
They are not necessary if already used during the Entrance or
on occasions when the baptismal covenant has been reaffirmed
previously in the service.

The congregation shares the peace by offering one another signs of

reconciliation and love.

OFFERING
The people offer their gifts to God.

e The bread and wine, if Holy Communion is to follow
*  Money or other resources to assist persons in need
*  Money or other resources to support the ministry of the Church

e Other appropriate gifts, such as memorial gifts or other items to
be dedicated

As the gifts are received and presented, there may be: A song, hymn,
anthem, doxology or other artistic expression

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The people, led by their authorized presider, offer themselves with their
gifts of bread and wine in praise and thanksgiving to God for all God has
done, is doing, and will do to redeem the whole creation.

The authorized presider (elder, commissioned minister preparing to
become an elder, or appointed local pastor) or deacon prepares the
bread and cup.

The authorized presider and congregation join in the Great
Thanksgiving that includes, generally in this order:
* an opening dialogue,

* thanksgiving for God’s saving actions in history,
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the hymns “Holy, Holy, Holy” and “Blessed is He” (Sanctus/
Benedictus) or another biblical song sung in heaven, as found,
for example, in Revelation (see Revelation 4:8, 11; 5:11, 13; 7:10,
12; 15:3-4; 19:6-8) sung or said together,

thanksgiving for God’s mighty actions in Jesus Christ,
recalling Jesus’ taking bread and cup in “remembrance of me,”
acclaiming the mystery of faith together

invoking the Holy Spirit upon the bread and cup and the
assembly, and giving glory and praise to the Holy Trinity.

The people join in the Great Amen.
All may pray the Lord’s Prayer if not used earlier.

The authorized presider breaks the bread and may lift the bread
and cup (after the Great Amen or Lord’s Prayer, if used).

The bread and cup are given to the people.
The congregation may sing hymns as they receive.

Portions of bread and wine/grape juice may be given to people
who will take it to the sick, imprisoned or others unable to come
to the worship service.

The table is set in order.

The people pray, giving thanks for what they have received and
asking God to send them into the world.

or if Holy Communion is not celebrated,

Acts of Thanksgiving

The people offer thanksgiving to God for all God has done, is doing, and
will do to redeem the whole creation.

Acts of Thanksgiving may include:

Litanies of thanksgiving,
One or more congregational songs giving thanks to God,
Musical or other artistic expressions.

35

“A&stAIth(Sanctus),” “FEo] Q& oth(Benedictus)” 9] &
Et QAN S Yo Mo g RE(QIAANE 4:8, 11
5:11, 13 7:10, 12: 15:3~4: 19:6~8)9] Yol B=

g A= bellA Wetal tbd o] EEhe dofl i A
Wk 2bE ek dlAA M UE Zldstet e 28 34
Alokel AlnlE o A ZheF

Wk 2k 223 slgel tigt Aol A 714

kiAol gt FFat FheF

3% o A dotdl ez shggiet

BE Z7=Ro R 7|=gith (o] AlollA] aHA] ghgkod)
JelAte B v % g Eot (dodl &2 F7=8 o] %)
W & AE=SoA Eatth

g3e Jue WE 5o A4S REG
Wi EEF ARL ool AAT 4 g WAL SRt B
OJEE 913 HHZ AP BeNA A,
BaE B
HESE HHS B Be o) BALT AN 02 RRAES
e
E= Yol AYEHA] gk 4
AL 914
ow

HEES YA HBH shubd o] ABHA L A F= A

BAEE S 1 ol4e] 3% 2k
gofolut thE WAle) )4 BA

36



The thanks offered by any means may be modeled on the Great
Thanksgiving, and should be comprehensive, covering personal,
local, global, historical and ongoing acts of the Triune God in
creation, redemption, and the promised culmination of all things in
Jesus Christ.

Sending Forth

The people are sent forth to live as Christ’s representatives in the world.

HYMN OR SONG AND DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Facing the congregation, the authorized presider declares God’s blessing.
The hymn may precede or follow the blessing.

The pastor, deacon or another leader sends the congregation into
the world.

GOING FORTH
One or more of the following may be included:

e Instrumental music

o Silence before the congregation disperses
* Informal greetings

e Conversation

*  Fellowship
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The Baptismal Covenant I

Rite of Baptism and Profession of Faith
(OF THOSE ABLE TO ANSWER FOR THEMSELVES)

Baptism occurs in the context of a regular principal Sunday service of
Word and Table. Baptism is particularly appropriate on Epiphany or The
Baptism of the Lord, Sundays in Easter, the Day of Pentecost, and All
Saints Day. As noted in the Basic Pattern, rites of the baptismal covenant
should normally appear as one of the acts of Response to the Word after
the sermon. The sermon should include specific references to baptism and
to the baptismal candidates whenever baptism is to occur.

This outline may be followed when there are persons to be baptized who
can make a declaration of faith for themselves, such as youth and adults.

Brackets indicates a section may be used if appropriate to the occasion.

Outline

Introduction of Baptism
Presentation of Candidate(s)
Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
Thanksgiving over the Water
Baptism and the Laying on of Hands
[Profession of Faith or Reaffirmation of Faith]
[Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant]
Reception into the Church and Local Congregation
Welcome
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Introduction to the Rite of Baptism
and Profession of Faith

The pastor or deacon introduces the service using these or similar

words:

1.

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism
we are initiated into Christ’s holy church. We are incorporated
into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through
water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without
price.

[Through profession of faith and through reaffirmation of
our faith, we renew the covenant declared at our baptism,
acknowledge what God is doing for us, and affirm our
commitment to Christ’s holy church.]

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES

3.

A representative of the congregation presents the candidates
with appropriate statements.

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH

4. The pastor addresses candidates, asking them (verbatim—these

words are required by the Book of Discipline):

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil
powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist
evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present
themselves?

I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust
in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union
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with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages,
nations, and races?

I do.

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful
members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ’s
representatives in the world?

I will.

If there are sponsors, the pastor asks the sponsors if they will

support and encourage the candidates in the Christian life.

The pastor asks the congregation if they reaffirm their rejection
of sin and their commitment to Christ, and if they will include
the persons to be baptized in their care

The pastor asks all present to join in affirmation of the Christian
faith. The Apostles’ Creed (for a setting intended for use at
baptism, see pg. 125) is the most appropriate form of affirmation
at baptism, with a history in the wider church going back to at
least the third century and in Methodism to the Sunday Service
provided by John Wesley in 1784. If another affirmation is used,
the Book of Discipline (Para. 217) requires it must declare our
commitment to God the Father Almighty, Jesus Christ God’s
only Son, and the Holy Spirit using that language, verbatim.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

8.

Standing in or near the water, the pastor prays:

recalling ways God has used water in the story of salvation,
remembering Jesus’ baptism and

anointing with the Holy Spirit at the Jordan,

asking the Holy Spirit to bless the water and those who receive
it for union with Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection

and for the washing away of sin, and
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offering praise to the Holy Trinity.

(For a model of this prayer, see page 127)

BAPTISM AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

9. The pastor addresses each candidate by her or his Christian
name (whichever name may have this designation in a particular

cultural setting) and says, verbatim:

[Christian Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The congregation responds: Amen.

Baptism may be administered by immersion, submersion,
pouring or sprinkling.

Immediately after the administration of the water, the authorized
presider first, followed by other worship leaders involved in the
baptism and the family or sponsors, places hands on the head of
each candidate, as the authorized presider says these or similar

words:

[Christian Name], the Holy Spirit work within you, that being
born through water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple
of Jesus Christ.

The congregation responds: Amen.

[PROFESSION OF FAITH OR REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH

10. Used when persons previously baptized are now prepared to
make a first profession of Christian faith, sometimes called
“confirmation,” or to reaffirm their profession.

The pastor invites persons to use the water in the font in ways
that cannot be interpreted as baptism, then says to those making

a profession or renewing it:

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.
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11.

The congregation responds: Amen.

Following this, the pastor, and others if desired, place hands
on the head of each person making a profession of faith or
reaffirming faith. The pastor then says:

[Christian Name], the Holy Spirit work within you, that having
been born through water and the Spirit, you may live as a faithful
disciple of Jesus Christ.

The congregation responds: Amen.]

[When there is a congregational reaffirmation of the baptismal
covenant, the pastor invites persons to use the water in the font
in ways that cannot be interpreted as baptism, then says:

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

The congregation responds: Amen.|

RECEPTION INTO THE CHURCH AND LOCAL CONGREGATION

12. The pastor asks the newly professed and those coming into

membership from other Christian denominations, verbatim:

As members of Christ’s universal Church, will you be loyal to
Christ through The United Methodist Church, and do all in your
power to strengthen its ministries?

I will.

The pastor addresses all those transferring baptized or professing
membership from another United Methodist congregation into
this congregation, together with those who, through baptism or
confirmation, have just professed their own faith, verbatim:

As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate
in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service, and your witness?
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I will.

The pastor addresses the congregation on behalf of those being
received as baptized members from other congregations.

Will you, the people of God in this congregation, receive these
persons, baptized in another part of Christ’s holy church, and
promise to support and prepare them to live as disciples of Jesus
Christ as you have promised to support and prepare those baptized
in your midst?

We will.

WELCOME

13. When all candidates have been baptized, received as baptized
or professing members, or have completed the reaffirmation of
the baptismal covenant, the pastor invites the congregation to
welcome them and to care for them in the future.

One or more lay leaders may join with the pastor in acts of welcome

and peace.

Appropriate thanksgivings and intercessions for those who have
participated in these acts should be included in the concerns and

prayers that follow.

It is most fitting that the service continues with Holy Communion,
in which the union of the new members with the body of Christ is
most fully expressed. The newly baptized and professing members
may receive communion first, and then be among those serving

communion to the congregation that day.
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The Baptismal Covenant 11

Holy Baptism for Children and Others Unable
to Answer for Themselves

This service outline may be followed when there are persons to be baptized
who cannot make a declaration of faith for themselves, such as infants and
young children, when youth or adult baptism, profession, or reaffirmation.

Outline

Introduction of baptism
Presentation of Candidate(s)
Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
Thanksgiving over the Water
Baptism and the Laying on of Hands

Welcome and commendation

This rite is most appropriately placed in the basic pattern service of worship
following the reading(s) of scripture and the sermon, as a Response to the
Word.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE

1. The pastor introduces the service using these or similar words:
Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism
we are initiated into Christ’s holy church. We are incorporated into

God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water
and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.
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PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FHzL9 27

2. A representative of the congregation presents the persons to be 2. 35 "7t Al TS FERAES 270F
baptized.
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 3)7) 9} Aloke] 1wy
3. The pastor addresses parents or other sponsors asking them to 3. FAls FHEALY Bu E= AR Al Y] doFS S| o]FT A
reaffirm their commitment to the baptismal covenant, verbatim: < AgIst7] Hall v 2ol Egdtt
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil Tl ARt 0%3‘1 ’_\1]?‘%3’—} At Ao ofgt AIE ARG
powers of this world, and repent of your sin? W Al HE SR Y
I do. 9, 3

A 7o) ojwet YeiE LehbEA ot B9 a1 og)
o A7) giste] SN FA Af% HEL WolSol7)
FU7A?

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist
evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present

themselves?
d, 2384 sHAsU
I do.
FAL T A= A7t ALY AR ol S A Efskal B Al
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust o} 27} 283 RS L LI W39} ATEle] HAoa g
in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union AE O] e o) FULS A AL k&I 7Y
with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages,
nations, and races? . 294 FAsH.
L do. AL we edE vt aesme] @ale AAE AR 5
ol M4 GolH aejame delloas 4L therl R ok
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful FU7?

members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ’s d. 224 $ASYL.

representatives in the world?

o shpde] ASe w3 QoA of ofolst 222 shpde
& wolSolm #4719 e TWste 2 AEoRA el
AR H2A T o] B & ARUN?

I will.

Will you nurture these children (persons) in Christ’s holy Church,

1 SIAS .
that by your teaching and example they may be guided to accept R S

God’s grace for themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to
lead a Christian life?

I will.
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The pastor asks the congregation: if they reaffirm their rejection
of sin and their commitment to Christ, and if they will include
the persons to be baptized in their care.

The pastor asks the congregation to join in affirmation of the
Christian faith. The Apostles’ Creed (for a setting intended
for use at baptism, see pg. 125) is the most appropriate form
of affirmation at baptism, with a history in the wider church
going back to at least the third century and in Methodism to
the Sunday Service provided by John Wesley in 1784. If another
affirmation is used, the Book of Discipline (Para. 217) requires
it must declare our commitment to God the Father Almighty,
Jesus Christ God’s only Son, and the Holy Spirit using that
language verbatim.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

6.

Standing in or near the water, the pastor prays:

recalling ways God has used water in the story of salvation,

remembering Jesus’s baptism and anointing with the Holy Spirit
at the Jordan,

and asking the Holy Spirit to bless the water and those who
receive it for union with Jesus Christ in his death and
resurrection and the washing away of sin, and

offering praise to the Holy Trinity.

(For a model of this prayer, see page 127)

BAPTISM AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

7.

The pastor addresses the child by the child’s Christian name
and says the non- italicized words, verbatim:

Christian Name, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The congregation responds: Amen.
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Baptism may be administered by immersion, submersion, pouring

or sprinkling.

Immediately after the administration of the water, the pastor
first, followed by other worship leaders involved in the baptism
and the family or sponsors, may place hands on the head of each
candidate, as the pastor says these or similar words:

Christian Name, the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born
through water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of
Jesus Christ.

The congregation responds: Amen.

WELCOME AND COMMENDATION

8. When all candidates have been baptized, the pastor invites the
congregation to welcome them and to care for them in the future.

One or more lay leaders may join with the pastor in acts of welcome

and peace.

Appropriate thanksgivings and intercessions for those who have
participated in these acts should be included in the concerns and

prayers which follow.

It is most fitting that the service continues with Holy Communion,
in which the union of the new members with the body of Christ
is most fully expressed. The newly baptized members may receive
communion first, and then be among those serving communion to
the congregation that day. For infants and others unable to serve,
parents or sponsors who are baptized may serve while the newly
baptized child is present.
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A Service of Christian Marriage

Much of this service reflects European and North American practices
rather than theological mandates. Adapt accordingly. Some portions are
in brackets to indicate they only need to be used if appropriate to the
cultural context and local laws or custom.

This service of Christian marriage is provided for couples who wish to
solemnize their marriage in a service of Christian worship, parallel in its
structure to the Sunday service of Word and Table. Christian marriage
is proclaimed as an extension of the baptismal covenant. Both words
and actions consistently reflect the belief that husband and wife are
equal partners in Christian marriage and that they are entering into the
marriage of their own volition.

The responsible clergyperson (deacon, elder, commissioned minister,
or appointed local pastor) is in charge of the service.

Ethnic and cultural traditions are encouraged and may be incorporated
into the service at the discretion of the responsible clergy (elder, deacon,
commissioned minister, or appointed local pastor), provided they do not
violate our understanding of the nature of Christian marriage, such
as any rite implying the transfer of property, including the giving of a
dowry. If the giving of a dowry is culturally normative, it should be made
part of a ceremony separate from the rite of Christian marriage.

All present are active participants in the service. They give their blessing
to the couple and to the marriage, and they join in prayer and praise.

When Holy Communion is celebrated, all Christians present are invited
to the Lord’s table. When Holy Communion is not celebrated, an
exchange of the peace of Christ should be followed by appropriate acts
of thanksgiving. Because Christian marriage references and serves as
an extension of the baptismal covenant, a confession of sin and act of
pardon are not necessary in this service.
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Outline

ENTRANCE
Gathering

Greeting

[DECLARATION OF INTENTION]*
[Declaration by the man and woman]

[Response of the families and people]

*Note: Laws in some jurisdictions may require marriage services to

include a declaration of intent to be considered legal and valid.

PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE
Scripture lessons
Sermon or other witness to Christian marriage

Intercessory prayer

THE MARRIAGE
Exchange of vows
[Blessing and exchange of tokens (rings, gifts, etc.)]
Declaration of marriage

Blessing of the marriage

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Lord’s Table The Peace
Preparing the Lord’s Table
The Great Thanksgiving (page 99)
The Distribution

Thanksgiving after Communion
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Acts of Thanksgiving

SENDING FORTH
Dismissal with Blessing

Going forth

A Service of Christian Marriage:
An Order and Description

Entrance

GATHERING

While the people gather, instrumental or vocal music may be offered.
During the entrance of the wedding party, there may be instrumental
music, a song a hymn, a psalm, a canticle, an anthem or other artistic

expressions.

GREETING

The responsible clergy (deacon, elder, commissioned minister, or
appointed local pastor) greets the people and introduces the service as
a joining of the couple in a covenant of Christian marriage grounded
in the baptismal covenant.

[Declaration of Intention]

[DECLARATION BY THE MAN AND THE WOMAN]

The responsible clergy asks the man and the woman to declare their
intention to enter into union with one another through the grace of
Christ who has called them into union with himself in baptism.

Note: Though a public declaration of consent in addition to the vows may
be optional, marriage laws in some places may require it and may prescribe
the language to be used. United Methodist clergy are required to perform
the marriage ceremony in accordance with our ritual and the laws of the
jurisdiction where it occurs. See Book of Discipline 2012, 340.1.3.a, page 268.
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RESPONSE OF THE FAMILIES AND PEOPLE

The responsible clergy announces the marriage of the couple unites
two families and creates a new one and asks both of the families
and the congregation if they will bless the marriage. The pastor may
invite both of the families and congregation to express their support
and blessing in ways appropriate to the people and the culture. In
no instance should the actions or words used convey any idea of
transferring ownership of either of the couple to the other, such
as the giving or receiving of a dowry, as if the marriage were a
property transaction.

Proclamation & Response

SCRIPTURE LESSON(S)

Suggested readings include Genesis 1:26-28,31a; Song of Solomon
2:10-14, 16a, 8:6—7; Isaiah 43:1-7; Isaiah 55:10-13; Isaiah 61:10—
62:3, Isaiah 63:7 =9; Romans 12:1 -2, 9-18; 1 Corinthians 13; 2
Corinthians 5:14-17; Ephesians 2:4-10; Ephesians 4:1-6; Ephesians
4:25-5:2; Philippians 2:1-2; Philippians 4:4-9; Colossians 3:12-17;
1 John 3:18-24; 1 John 4:7-16; Revelation 19:1, 5-9a; Matthew 5:1—
10; Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Matthew 22:35—40; Mark 2:18 -22; Mark
10:42—45; John 2:1-11; John 15:9-17

A hymn, psalm, canticle, anthem, instrumental music or other artistic
expressions may be offered before, after or between the readings.

SERMON OR OTHER WITNESS TO CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
The responsible clergy or lay leader may lead all assembled in prayer

for the couple, the church, leaders in the community and the world,
the earth and people who are needy or suffering.
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The Marriage
EXCHANGE OF VOWS

The woman and man face each other, [joining hands,] and declare their
promise of life-long commitment each to the other. The responsible

clergy may prompt their promise using these or similar words:

Man to the woman:
In the name of God,
I, [name], take you, [name], to be my wife,
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
until we are parted by death.
This is my solemn vow.

Woman to the man:
In the name of God,
I, [name], take you, [name], to be my husband,
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
until we are parted by death.
This is my solemn vow.

BLESSING [AND EXCHANGE OF SYMBOLS OF THE PROMISE]

If it is the custom for the man and woman to give symbols of their
promise to each other, the responsible clergy may invite them to
exchange these symbols in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit as signs of their vows.
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DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE

[The wife and husband may join hands.] The responsible clergy
addresses them with these or similar words:

You have declared your consent and vows before God and this congregation.
May God confirm your covenant and fill you both with grace.

Then the responsible clergy announces that the couple, having given
themselves to each other by solemn vows, is husband and wife in the
name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that no one should
separate what God has joined together. The congregation may all
respond with the Amen.

A doxology or other hymn may be sung.

BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE

The responsible clergy blesses the man and woman in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and asks God to enable them to keep

their marriage covenant.

The congregation joins the blessing prayer with the Amen.

Holy Communion

When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues with
the exchange of peace, the preparation of the table, the Great
Thanksgiving, the Lord’s Prayer, breaking the bread and giving to the
people. An authorized presider (commissioned minister preparing to
become an elder, appointed local pastor, or an elder) presides at the
Lord’s table. A deacon or lay leader may assist by preparing the table,
leading intercessions (if not already offered), holding the text of the
liturgy for the presider, and serving the consecrated elements along
with the authorized presider. A sample Great Thanksgiving for a
celebration of marriage may be found beginning on page 99.

When Holy Communion is not to be celebrated, the service continues
with an act of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer.

69

AE Ax

[ohiot e £8 HES BT 7o BAE TeT 2L B HEFT

rr

shibdat ol ol Yol A Algkat AR Fojskn Aokstg o, o)
WA o] Qoke BEFAL LA o] £ ARS AYFANE &

Astut,

oAl AR F& WE AP AT ARok 4Ae o) olgom B
57 9 ee MEFU B2 el Ao 24l o5 Aol 2
ehgoldt o @ AU

289 7=
FA BA A3 ARE R, 4R, 4P oFoE FEs 15
o AE HoFE NAFA AL BT EE T FAGEL Ul
2 ZEd $gat

70



- 0Or -

The Peace and Act of Thanksgiving

When Holy Communion is not celebrated, the responsible clergy
extends the peace of Christ to all. The couple and clergy involved
may greet each other, after which signs of peace may be exchanged
through the congregation. After the peace, the responsible clergy or
lay leader lead the congregation in one or more acts of thanksgiving
to God for God’s mighty acts of salvation in Jesus Christ, for the
gift of love, for the blessing of marriage, and for the newly married
couple. Acts of thanksgiving may include prayer, song, dance,

instrumental or vocal music and other festive arts.

Sending Forth
[HYMN OR SONG]

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Addressing the wife and husband, the responsible clergy reminds
them of their Christian vocation to love each other and to serve God
and neighbor in all that they do, concluding with this or some other
blessing of the couple and all the people:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All respond: Amen.
GOING FORTH

A hymn or song may be sung or instrumental music played as the
couple, the wedding party, and the people leave.
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A Service of Death and Resurrection

Much of this service reflects European and North American practices
rather than theological mandates. Adapt as needed for your particular
context. Some portions are in brackets to indicate they only need to be used
if appropriate to the cultural context and local custom.

Use of the term ‘Service of Death and Resurrection’ expresses clearly the
twofold nature of what is done: the facts of death and bereavement are
honestly faced, and the gospel of resurrection is celebrated in the context of
God’s baptismal covenant with us in Christ. It is a service that celebrates
the resurrection of Christ and the hope of resurrection for his faithful
disciples.

The service should be held at the church building or wherever the church
customarily gathers for worship if at all possible and at a time when
members of the congregation can be present. The responsible clergyperson
(deacon, elder, commissioned minister, or appointed local pastor) is in
charge of the service. Other clergy may participate at the invitation of
the responsible clergy. This service is intended for use with the earthly
remains of the deceased present, but it can be adapted for use at memorial
services or other occasions.

Ethnic and cultural traditions not contrary to the theology of our Church
and this liturgy are encouraged and may be incorporated into the service
at the discretion of the pastor. The person in charge of the music should
be consulted and work with the pastor and the family in all decisions on
music selection.

Plans for the service and all other ministries following a death should be
made in consultation with the family and subject to the approval of the
responsible clergy (elder, deacon, provisional member or appointed local
pastor). If the family requests other religious rites in addition to the Service
of Death and Resurrection, the responsible clergy should plan carefully
the sequence and interrelationship of these so that the Christian service
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is not interrupted with other rites, and its integrity is supported and not
compromised.

The committal may take place immediately following the funeral, or it may

Ael7t Buhe g2 uh2 PetAY o Azht ] @y

be a separate service at another time and place.

Outline AL
ENTRANCE QA+
Gathering mol
Greeting Q1 A}
Act of Praise 2
1o
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE Mz} oot
Scripture lessons A BE
Serm'on A
Naming Q19] ofe 47
[Wltnes§] | [Z%AH
Creed or Affirmation of Faith AHEAIA o Alofo] 3ol
Music or other congregational responses Z7h 24}
COMMENDATION oo 7%
Prayers
COMMITTAL (oH]
[ ] "A oA shte] oz =2 F9
[If part of a single service at the graveside].
e hieiy
B3t s

HOLY COMMUNION
The peace of Christ is exchanged.
The table is prepared.

The Great Thanksgiving is offered. (See page 107)

The consecrated elements are distributed.
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ACTS OF THANKSGIVING A 5}o] U
The peace of Christ is exchanged.
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The people offer acts of thanksgiving for God’s abiding presence
in times of pain and grief and promise of resurrection and
new creation. The Lord’s Prayer may conclude this offering of
thanksgiving.

SENDING FORTH
Dismissal with Blessing

A Service of Death and Resurrection
An Order and Description

Entrance

GATHERING

The responsible clergy (deacon, elder, commissioned minister, or
appointed local pastor) may greet the family. Instrumental music
appropriate for worship or congregational singing may be offered
during the gathering.

CALL TO WORSHIP
The responsible clergy may process into the worship space, with or

following the coffin or urn.

When the coffin or urn is at its resting place for the service, the
responsible clergy faces the coffin or urn and the people and calls
the congregation to worship with these or similar words:

Dying, Christ destroyed our death.

Rising, Christ restored our life.

Christ will come again in glory.

As in baptism Name put on Christ,
so in Christ may Name be clothed with glory.

Here and now, dear friends, we are God’s children.
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What we shall be has not yet been revealed,;

but we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is.

Those who have this hope purify themselves as Christ is pure.

The responsible clergy continues:

Jesus said:
“I am the resurrection and I am life.

Those who believe in me, even though they die, yet shall they live, and
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the
last.

I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I hold the keys of hell
and death.

Because I live, you shall live also.”

[GREETING]
The responsible clergy speaks words of greeting in the name of Christ.

The responsible clergy continues by noting the assembly is gathered
to praise God and to witness to their faith as they give thanks for
the deceased’s life, acknowledge their loss and grief , and confess the
hope of resurrection and new creation found in the gospel.

ACT OF PRAISE
May be a hymn, song, or other artistic expression involving the
entire gathered community.

PRAYER

The responsible clergy may lead the assembly in appropriate songs or
prayers of petition for God’s help, thanksgiving for the communion
of saints, confession of sin, and assurance of pardon. Psalm 130 or
another Psalm of lament may be recited or sung.
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Proclamation and Response

SCRIPTURE LESSON(S)

Suggested readings include Isaiah 40:1-8; Isaiah 40:28-31; Exodus
14:5-14, 19-31; Isaiah 43:1-3a, 5-7, 13, 15, 18-19, 25; 44:6, 8a; Isaiah
55:1-3, 6-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-2a, 12, 16-18, 20, 35-38a , 42b-44,
54-55, 57; Revelation 21:1-7; Romans 8:1-2, 11, 14, 17-18, 28, 31-32,
35-39; 2 Corinthians 4:5-18; Ephesians 1:15-23; 2:1-10; 1 Peter 1:3-
9, 13, 21-25; Revelation 7:2-3, 9-17; John 14:1-4, 18-19, 25-27; Luke
24:13-35; John 11:1-4, 20-27, 32-35, 38-44

A hymn, psalm, or other music may be offered before, after or
between the readings. Psalms 23, 42, 43, 46, 90, 91, 103, 116, and
121 are especially appropriate.

SERMON
A sermon may be preached, proclaiming the gospel in the face of
death. It may include acts of naming and witness listed below.

NAMING
The responsible clergy and others may share in story or stories the
life and death of the deceased.

[CREED OR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH] [WITNESS]

The responsible clergy, family, friends, and members of the
congregation may briefly share stories that express their thankfulness
to God for the grace they have received in the life of the deceased
and their Christian faith and joy.

Signs of faith, hope, and love may be exchanged.

[HYMN OR SONG]

COMMENDATION

The responsible clergy with others may lay hands on the coffin or

urn or raise hands in prayer and commend the deceased to God in
the hope of the resurrection.
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COMMITTAL
Ifthe entire service is held at the graveside, the committal immediately
follows the commendation. See page 87 for a rite of committal.

PRAYERS

One or more prayers may be offered. These may include prayers
for the family, prayers of thanksgiving for the life of the deceased,
and prayers of thanksgiving for the hope of resurrection and new
creation. A deacon may lead these prayers.

Holy Communion

When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues with
the peace, the preparation of the table, the Great Thanksgiving over
the elements and the Lord’s Prayer, breaking the bread and giving
to the people. The presider is an elder, a commissioned minister
preparing to become an elder, or appointed local pastor. A deacon or
lay leader may assist by preparing the table, holding the text of the
liturgy for the presider, leading intercessions (if not already included
in the service) and serving the consecrated elements along with the
authorized presider. For a sample Great Thanksgiving for a Service
of Death and Resurrection, see p. 107.

While the bread and cup are given, the congregation may sing hymns
or songs that express the people’s loving communion with God and
one another. Familiar hymns the people can sing from memory are

particularly effective.

When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order and responsible
clergy and people offer a concluding prayer of thanksgiving.

-0‘,/‘-

Acts of Thanksgiving

If Holy Communion is not celebrated, the peace is exchanged and
acts of thanksgiving may follow. These may include prayer, song,
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dance, instrumental or vocal music and other artistic expressions
giving voice to the people’s thanksgiving for the gifts of life, health
and strength, God’s power to comfort us and call to comfort one
another in times of pain and grief, and the promise of resurrection
and new creation. These may be concluded by all praying or singing

the Lord’s Prayer.

Dismissal with Blessing

The responsible clergy, facing the people, may dismiss and bless the
people with these or similar words, from Hebrews 12:20-21:

May the God of peace, who, by the blood of the eternal covenant, has
brought back from the dead the Great Shepherd of the sheep, our Lord
Jesus, purify you in all goodness, that you may do his will, and so
make you pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever. Amen.
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A Rite of Committal

If the Service of Death and Resurrection was held in the church and the
burial will be somewhere else, a Rite of Committal may follow at the final
resting-place. If the entire service is held at the graveside, the Committal
immediately follows the commendation.

This order is intended primarily for burial in the ground. However, it
can be adapted for cremation or the interment of ashes, for burial above
ground or at sea, or for donation of the body for medical purposes.

The responsible clergyperson is in charge and makes all final decisions
about the contents of this service. If the family requests other rites in
addition to the Service of Committal, the responsible clergy (deacon, elder,
appointed local pastor, or commissioned minister) must approve such rites
and plan carefully their sequence and interrelationship so the purposes of
this service are best served.

Songs, music or other arts may be included as deemed appropriate by the
responsible clergy.

GATHERING
When the people have gathered, the responsible clergy says one or
more of the following:

Psalm 124:8
1 Corinthians 15:51, 53, 54b-55, 57
Psalm 16:9, 11

PRAYER

The responsible clergy may pray for the church to commit itself and
those they love to God.
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SCRIPTURE
John 12:24-26 or another appropriate scripture may be read.

ACT OF COMMITTAL

The responsible clergy stands at the head of the coffin, faces it and
the congregation, and may cast earth upon it as it is lowered into the
grave she or he commends the remains of the deceased to the earth
in these or similar words:

This body/these earthly remains we commit to the ground (to the
elements, to this resting place), earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust. (TRADITIONAL)

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Yes, says the Spirit, they will
rest from their labors for their deeds follow them. (REVELATION
14:13, ALT)

PRAYER FOR THE LIVING
The responsible clergy may offer a prayer for God’s care for those who
grieve and our mutual care of each other, in these or similar words:

Eternal God, you have shared with us the life of Name.
Before he/she was ours, he/she is yours.

For all that Name has given us to make us what we are, for that of
him/her which lives and grows in each of us, and for his/her life that
in your love will never end, we give you thanks.

As now we offer Name back into your arms, comfort us in our
loneliness, strengthen us in our weakness, and give us courage to face
the future unafraid.

Draw those of us who remain in this life closer to one another, make us
faithful to serve one another, and give us to know that peace and joy
which is eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (All pray together)
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DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
The responsible clergy dismisses the people, adapting Jude 24-25

or another blessing.

Now to the One who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you
stand without blemish in the presence of God’s glory with rejoicing,
to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, powet, and authority, before all time and now and forever.

Amen.
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Model Prayers & Resources:
A Great Thanksgiving for General Use

This text can be used as a model for the prayer over the bread and cup.
It may be used by the authorized presider (elder, appointed local pastor,
or commissioned minister preparing to become an elder) either in a
congregational service or with the sick and home bound.

The authorized presider and people may begin by using this ancient
dialogue that reminds all that the Great Thanksgiving is the action
of the whole assembly:

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

The authorized presider may raise hands, prompting the people to

do likewise.
Presider: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The authorized presider continues, praying to God:

Blessed are you, O Father/Almighty God, who with your Word and
Holy Spirit has created all things and called them good.

Blessed are you, O God, for ever and ever.
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Worthy are you, O God, who delivers your people from bondage and Auti} ZZo] A WS FUsHA L, S EY] o] HEg ofL
death, and covenants to make us a light to the nations. sHAl shud 2 FE-E wY) o skl

Worthy are you, O God, for ever and ever.

Holy are you, O God, who has shown unfailing compassion on all et sk RE HAReL Aol Axstay, BE §4ld Magle
flesh, forgiving our sins, and restoring us to the paths of righteousness TES HolMAM & FHolA SABHA L, oot Fojof A= I=s)
and justice, as saints and angels and all the company of heaven Al shdS ASSHAITH
continually proclaim:
A= &5 W
The presider may lower hands.
Holy Holy Holy, Lord God Almighty, heaven and earth are filled AZ AR, AS, A F 3hid, st Bel FH 9%e=
-0 I S = = \) H
with your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes ZESRYE 7P w3 XelH SA T olg o2 od a2
o I =
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. A Fol A= 7P w2 XA SAY
The presider may raise hands. AL 22 28}
Blessed, worthy and holy are you, made known to us in Jesus Christ, apo] GAlo] Hlo] 1E| A% d<s okol A Salof| 7] UEFL Ho| A1
== == — T Y 0
Word made flesh who came and dwelt among us. oa] hod @AM B SAL SIY S BT 93 ukslo] gohat
He proclaimed the good news of your kingdom come and coming still Al AFSHL 2ol AT
by healing the sick, feeding the hungry, eating with sinners, cleansing 2uo WE 42 1A T, 22 42 Ho| A, 2ol A FoA]
THEHT ovw e - o T
the unclean, and delivering people from bondage to evil, brokenness T BAS RS A A, _44 4w} 9l Tgw 2eozHE ©
g2d A= R = =—=T 5 T
and dedth. g AAFHeEN S delsh 9 Aolzhe Bee Azl
The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the bread, or touch sy
the bread, or lift the bread.
HHAE &5 S0 WS FoAY &2 ol dhAY ol W2 AH =
On the night before he was crucified, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to o] &&w waic}h
you, broke the bread, gave it to the disciples, and said:
AN F2E Al Al HAFAIE & Aol & =X, &

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance A Sejn] o] ARIS oA EATA TESHSUT

of me.”
"ol AZ WobA Hojzh o] A2 HIE Y3l F& Ul Folt. °lAe
@t UE 71dstet”

The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the cup, or touch

the cup, or lift the cup.

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave WAAE &5 501 s FAY F2 ol diAY oty ™ & A =
o] gajn Tt

it to the disciples, and said:
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“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The presider may raise hands.

In his suffering and death you took upon yourself our sin and death
and destroyed their power forever.

You raised from the dead this same Jesus, ascended and reigning with
you in glory, and poured upon us your Holy Spirit, to empower and
feed us to be your people for the life of the world.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of
bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may
be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we
feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now
and forever. Amen.
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A Great Thankgiving for Use at
a Service of Marriage

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The authorized presider (elder, commissioned minister preparing to
become an elder, or appointed local pastor) may lift hands and keep
them raised

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty (almighty God), Creator of heaven
and earth.

You formed us in your image, male and female you created us. You
gave us the gift of marriage, that we might fulfill each other.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The presider may lower hands.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

The presider may raise hands.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth
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to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit, from which flows the
covenant love of husband and wife.

The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the bread, or touch

the bread, or lift the bread.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the cup, or touch

the cup, or lift the cup.

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave
it to his disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The presider may raise hands.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the bread and cup.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of
bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
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[If the presider has not already offered a prayer of blessing for the
new couple before the Great Thanksgiving, the presider may do so
here, extending hands over the husband and wife.]

[By the same Spirit bless Name and Name, that their love for each
other may reflect the love of Christ for us and grow from strength to
strength as they faithfully serve you in the world.

Defend them from every enemy.
Lead them into all peace.

Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle
about their shoulders, and a crown upon their heads.

Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping
and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their lives
and in their deaths.

Finally, by your grace, bring them and all of us to that table where
your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home.]

The presider may raise hands.

For with all your Church, in earth and in heaven, and with all creation
across all time and space, we give all honor and all glory to you,
seated upon the throne, and to Christ the Lamb, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit One God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
The pastor’s hands may be extended in open invitation.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:
The presider may raise hands.

All pray the Lord’s Prayer.
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BREAKING THE BREAD
The presider, still standing behind the Lord’s table facing the people,
breaks the bread and then lifts the cup, in silence or with appropriate

words.

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
The bread and wine are given to the people, with these or other
words being exchanged. The husband and wife may assist in the

distribution.

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

While the bread and cup are given, the congregation may sing hymns,

or there may be vocal or instrumental music.
When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order.

The presider may then offer the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give you thanks that you have brought Name and
Name [and their families and friends] together at the table of your
family.

Help them grow in love and unity, that they may rejoice together all
the days of their lives and in the wedding feast of heaven.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Great Thanksgiving for a Service S &9 A& A% giA 94
of Death and Resurrection

The Lord be with you. FEAA o & 2R} §A st U

And also with you. E3 ZAY 3 3 st YT
The authorized presider (elder, commissioned minister preparing to Y EAl= 22 E37 O AE oA T3} o] Adstt)
become an elder, or appointed local pastor) may lift hands and keep
them raised. FAA vt 28 E-AT

Lift up your hearts e W9 $29 whee =Y,

We lift them up to the Lord.

2 F shdEA FAE- AT
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. x
o

o2 98 F shipdA A FFE =Y
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AA AG AL FEA FAE ‘:Elh Zol oyt HA9 F=

It is right, that we should always and everywhere give thanks to you, Zo)Al ALatal PIUA A ZLoA 2aetA T Bestal Sa =
Father Almighty (almighty God), Creator of heaven and earth; through o2 2B AEE Edlo] QYst }\gcﬂ‘,] 2y agpog ogl=2 9=35
Jesus Christ our Lord, who rose victorious from the dead and comforts AUt}

us with the blessed hope of everlasting life.

oz 9 s ELEE= =9 AAES A Fde
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we LB 2R $e7h _] _04 T S e AAEH WA FH
. o . , ol5< ¥4 F¥3s Angdyrt,
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
The presider may lower hands. FHAE &5 Wt
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth A2, A=, A=, Se3 AN Y, stsT} Fo] 2] JgFo
are full of your glory. 2 =gy
Hosanna in the highest! 7V 'L XA BA
=4 = =R LR
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. FHe lFeR 24 AR £ol dEd.
7V w2 oA A
Hosanna in the highest!
The presider may raise hands. HelAs &5 &9 o5 Zo] Tttt
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Shtd2 A AL, AL TP AE AN & EHA o4yt
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By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth
to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always in
the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.

The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the bread, or touch
the bread, or lift the bread.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the cup, or touch
the cup, or lift the cup.

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave
it to his disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The presider may raise hands.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
The presider may hold hands, palms down, over the bread and cup.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here, and on these gifts of
bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for
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the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
The presider may raise hands.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one
in communion with all your saints, especially Name and all those most
dear to us, whom we now remember in the silence of our hearts.

A time of silence for remembrance.

Finally, by your grace, bring them and all of us to that table where your
saints feast for ever in your heavenly home.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

The presider may extend hands in open invitation.
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

The presider may raise hands. All pray the Lord’s Prayer.

BREAKING THE BREAD

The presider, still standing behind the Lord’s table facing the people,
breaks the bread and then lifts the cup, in silence or with appropriate
words.

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
The bread and wine are given to the people, with these or other
words being exchanged:

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

While the bread and cup are given, the congregation may sing

hymns, or there may be vocal or instrumental music. In addition
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to hymns suggested and under Eternal Life and Funerals and
Memorial Services in UMH, many other hymns in UMH are effective
in expressing the people’s loving communion with God and with
one another. It is particularly effective if the people can sing from

memory during communion.

When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order. The

responsible clergy leads the congregation to pray:

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you
have given yourself to us, and united us with you, with each other and
with all who have believed, but we no longer see.

Send us forth in the strength of your Spirit, to comfort one another in
our grief, and to be witnesses of the hope of resurrection through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of all in earth
and in heaven.

Amen.
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A Service of Word and Table with Persons
Who Are Sick or Homebound

Since the earliest Christian times, communion has been brought as an
extension of the congregation’s worship to sick or homebound persons
unable to attend congregational worship.

The following service is very flexible, depending upon the circumstances
of the pastoral visit. “The people” may be simply the pastor and one other
person. The service may be very informal and conversational. There should
be every possible sensitivity to the particular needs of the person(s) receiving
communion. When possible, other representatives from the congregation
are encouraged to be present.

The pastor, a deacon, commissioned ministers or laypersons at the direction
of the pastor, may distribute the consecrated bread and cup to sick or
homebound persons as soon as feasible following a service of Word and
Table as an extension of that service. When consecrated bread and cup are
used, the Great Thanksgiving is omitted. Thanks should always be given
after the bread and cup are received.

Those receiving communion are invited to participate in any ways they
are able. Sometimes this may simply be gestures and expression. Familiar
acts of worship persons may know by memory— the Lord’s Prayer, the
Apostles” Creed, or the Twenty-third Psalm, for instance— may be used.
Sometimes it is possible to sing one or more hymns. In cases where allergy
or swallowing difficulties make it impossible for the person to receive in one
or either kind, the bread may be dipped into the wine and presented for the
person to see or touch rather than consume.

Those distributing communion should also be sensitive to the power of acts
such as calling the person by name, touching the person, encouraging the
remembrance of significant experiences, and allowing sick or homebound
persons to minister to the visitors.
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ENTRANCE
The people come together and exchange greetings in the Lord’s name.

THE WORD OF GOD
Scriptures are read and interpreted, and prayer and praise are
offered.

INVITATION
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him and seek to grow
into his likeness.

Let us draw near with faith, make our humble confession, and prepare
to receive this Holy Sacrament.

CONFESSION & PARDON
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own goodness, but in your unfailing mercy.

We are not worthy that you should receive us.

Only give your word, and we shall be healed; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news:

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, proving God’s love
toward us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

THE PEACE
Signs and words of God’s peace are exchanged.

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
The bread and wine are prepared.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
An authorized presider (elder, commissioned minister preparing to
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become an elder, or appointed local pastor) prays as follows if the
bread and cup are to be consecrated.

If the bread and cup have already been consecrated in a regular
worship service, this prayer is omitted and the pastor or layperson
may proceed directly to the Lord’s Prayer and the words of
distribution which follow this prayer.

The authorized presider begins:
Lift up your heart(s) and give thanks to the Lord our God.

Those present may offer their thanks to God for gifts of life and
salvation. The authorized presider proceeds to pray:

Holy One, Full of Compassion, Creator of heaven and earth, you
made us in your image, to love and to be loved.

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained
steadfast.

By the suffering, death, and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you
delivered us from slavery to sin and death and made with us a new
covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us he took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave
it to his disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
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we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we
feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

BREAKING THE BREAD
In silence or with appropriate words.

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
With these or other words being exchanged:

Name, the body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
Name, the blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order, and all give
thanks for the body and blood of Christ given in this holy mystery.
This prayer is suggested:

Most bountiful God, we give you thanks for the world you have
created, for the gift of life, and for giving yourself to us in Jesus Christ,
whose holy life, suffering and death, and glorious resurrection have
delivered us from slavery to sin and death.
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We thank you that in the power of your Holy Spirit you have fed us 27t oAl FHE A7t HAoY, oA =R E FL7HA] & & 5
in this Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of Ut g o i o,

your heavenly banquet.

HAY 7)1 & ZEEFolug A7 &2 S FE 4 o
We are your children, and yours is the glory, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

zx
N Wl WAIE OlEAlt 2Eer AC DA “og"m b g
After giving thanks, a hymn, song, or chorus may be sung. E} gl QA Swd Ae THAlE T Pl 7] 58t
2 3

BLESSING
If a layperson offers the blessing, she or he substitutes “us” for “you”

F o4 aeAm eaeh shbd ol Aeratalnt o) wESHol
o8 ($2) BES} PAHAZIE FUFUTH obd,

in the following prayer:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you [all]. Amen.
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The Apostles’ Creed for Use at Baptism

This setting of the Apostles’ Creed is appropriate for use at #8 in Baptismal
Covenant I (page 39) and #5 in Baptismal Covenant II (page 51).

Leader: Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father?

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

ALL: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

ALL: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.
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Thanksgiving Over The Water

This prayer may be used as a model for the prayer over the water
prior to baptism at no. 8 in Baptismal Covenant Service I (page 43)

and at no. 5 in Baptismal Covenant Service Il (page 55).
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.
Eternal Father/Almighty God:

When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters
and brought forth light.

In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water.
After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow.

When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to
freedom through the sea.

Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which
you promised.

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb.
He was baptized by John and anointed by your spirit.

He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and
resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who
receive it, to wash away their sin and clothe them in righteousness
throughout their lives, that, dying and being raised with Christ, they
may share in his final victory.

All praise to you, Eternal Father / Almighty God, through
your Son / our Savior Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns forever. Amen.
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This publication is based on resources for
worship in The United Methodist Book of
Worship and The United Methodist Hymnal
and has been prepared by staff of The
General Board of Discipleship of The United
Methodist Church in cooperation with The
United Methodist Publishing House.
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