At the Turning of the Y ear
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1. At the turn - ing of the  year we re - tun to con - tem - plate
2. At the turn - ing of the  year wax - ing nights an - nun - c¢ - ae
3. At the turn - ing of the year we look back and spe - cu - lae
4. At the turn - ing of the  year we look for - ward as we  wait
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sea- sons, cy - cles, signs and times, sa - cred ground to cu - ti - vae
war - mer days that pro - mise Spring, e - ven as the sun mi - grates.
on the ebb and flow  of life, ask - ing what it in - di - cates
for the grace of God in time nev - er ear - ly, nev - er late,
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In - sight of - ten grows more clear a the turn - ing of the vyear.
Hope deeps in the husk  of fear at the turn - ing of the vyear.
Wis - dom speaks and  some will hear a the turn - ing of the year.
a - ways dis - tant, a - ways here a the turn - ing of the year.
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WORDS: Michael Hudson, 2005 RATISBON
MUSIC: J. G. Werner's Choralbuch, 1815; harm. by Willliam H. Havergal, 1861 717177

Words copyright © 2005 Michael Hudson. Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003,
Nashville TN 37203-0003. Telephone 877-899-2780, ext. 7070. Web site http://www.umcworship.org.

This hymn may be reproduced and used in congregational worship with the inclusion of the copyright citation with the added words "Used by
permission” on each copy. It may not be used for profit, sold, republished, altered, or placed on aweb site.

Michael Hudson is an Episcopoal priest and author living in the mountains of western North Carolina. His book of 153 hymn texts, Songs for the
Cycle, is published by Church Publishing. This text was originally published in the November/December 2005 issue of Alive Now, a publication of
The Upper Room. The hymn is especially appropriate for Advent (the beginning of the church year), Watch Night, and New Y ear Sunday.



