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This resource guide is designed to help pastors and church leaders combine All Saints Day with 
a Bequest Giving Invitation. Data shows that when people leave a bequest to a charitable 
organization, their annual giving and volunteer hours increase. People who create this special 
planned gift become more engaged and committed to the work of God’s church, strengthening 
their own faith connection to the Almighty. 
 
We hope that this will inspire your congregations to be “ALL IN”, honoring the work of the saints 
who came before by leaving their own legacies and going on to saint-hood. 

   

http://www.mountainskyumf.org/
mailto:info@MountainSkyUMF.org
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How to use this guide:   
 
All Saints Day could become one of your congregation’s favorite Sundays, as it was for John Wesley. With proper 
planning, and engaging the congregation in the process, you will build new and stronger cornerstones for your 
church, creating an annual tradition that your members will look forward to. Here are some tips to help get you 
started, with links to the relevant places in this reference guide such as sample letters, prayers, and other worship 
materials. See Table of Contents.  
 
First, identify all those saints of your congregation who died this past year and send letters to their families.  
 
Second, recruit members of the committees responsible for annual fundraising and endowments to study these 
materials and be involved in planning the service.  

• Those responsible for the Annual Giving campaign will need to add two lines to the annual giving card; 
this will plant seeds for end of life gifts through estate plans (bequests). 

• The Endowment Committee, (or if you don’t have one, then members of finance or trustees), will want 
to select and order brochures and planned giving reference materials to have available for those inspired 
to create planned gifts.  

 
Third, plan the day: Think of approaching this day as you would a memorial service.  

• Create a bulletin insert such as the sample in this guide. 
• The welcome committee or greeters will want to create a space where worshipers can go to privately 

and personally honor the saints.   
• The music leaders will need to plan special music and play a part in selecting hymns.  The worship 

committee will need to plan for the honoring of saints during the service, and assist in The Great 
Thanksgiving, if you choose to do this.  

• Pastors will need to plan the scripture readings (from the Lectionary or pastors can choose any text they 
find appropriate for the day), sermon (some ideas provided) and choose prayers, or responsive readings, 
children’s sermon, and the other personal touches to be included.  

• After the service, plan to have a small reception, a second “Communion,” for strengthening connection 
and relationship, to process the grief, and to talk the saints who were remembered. 
 

Lastly, plan to follow-up! This is important in creating closure for those affected by grief and loss, and for those 
who felt moved to leave a legacy through an estate gift.  

• For family members who could not attend, send a letter about the service along with the bulletin, and a 
link to the service (if available).  

• Acknowledge those who indicated on their pledge card that they have left a gift in their estate plans (a 
bequest) with a thank you note AND a personal contact, a phone call at the least, or coffee.  

• Have the endowment committee follow up with those who requested more information about leaving 
a bequest on their pledge card.  

• Shortly after Thanksgiving, send a pastoral letter to those family members honored in the service.  
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Introduction 
 
When you tell your members you intend to celebrate All Saints Day, and honor saints, you may get the question, 
“Saints? We aren’t Catholic? What do you mean?”  
 
All Saints Day is a celebration Sunday that is not necessarily on the highlights reel of important Sundays for the 
average United Methodist. Most church goers do not mark it on their calendar or start planning for the special 
day. In fact, most worshipers will show up and be surprised when singing the familiar opening hymn, “For all the 
Saints, who from their labors rest.”  However, don’t be surprised if they already know what November 1st is 
about. Thanks to popular culture, and movies like The Book of Life, and Coco, along with other faith traditions, 
United Methodists are beginning to have a deeper awareness, and perhaps even a yearning to strengthen the 
United Methodist traditions surrounding All Saints Day.  
 
On November 1st, or the Sunday closest to it, United Methodists place importance on honoring the saints of our 
past. Our Wesleyan faith tradition does not canonize saints by electing people to the realm of sainthood, nor do 
we worship those whom we recognize as saints.  So why celebrate All Saints Day?  
 
All Saints Day is a time to remember and honor those who came before us and helped us come to know the good 
news of Jesus Christ. This includes those who first documented their witness of the life of Jesus (as Matthew, 
Paul, John, Luke), the disciples, and the first worshipers who started the Christian church. We honor those who 
have shaped our faith traditions, like John Wesley, along with those who planted our churches. We pay reverence 
to those who helped grow and sustain the churches and faith communities through their gifts, time, talents, faith 
and witness. And most personally, we honor those who were closest to us, planting the seeds of faith in our own 
hearts, nurturing, and encouraging us on our faith journeys. This may have been a relative who told Bible stories, 
a youth pastor, a camp counselor, or a friend from Sunday School. Maybe it was a stranger who shared our first 
witness, giving us the divine gift to know and experience God. These are the saints of our lives.  
 
As worshipers remember the saints of their own lives, they will be deeply moved with gratitude. This day is an 
opportunity to extend ministry in three important ways: through pastoral, educational, and stewardship 
ministries.  
 
NOTE:  The curriculum provided was originally developed by the Central Christian Church Foundation and the 
Rev. Richard Hull. The Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation has expanded it to include United Methodist 
references and texts. At the end of the guide, there is a reference with all contributors of this work.   
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Pastoral Ministry:  
 
Care for those who grieve the Saints 

 
Each year All Saints Day provides an opportunity to reach out to persons who grieve the death 
of a loved one. A letter sent in October can express concern for those who grieve and invite 
them to attend an upcoming worship service at which time the deceased will be remembered. 
Information on the grieving process can be included. Those to whom a letter has been sent can 
then be contacted by phone or in person by a pastor, Elder, or Deacon to reinforce the invitation 
and to inquire as to the person’s well-being. A short training session on listening and grieving 
could be provided by the pastor for those making contact. 

 
Educational Ministry:  

 
Remembering the Saints 

 
In addition to naming those who have died during the past year, a congregation can use this 
special service as an opportunity to honor Saints from the history of the church, congregation 
or denomination. Information can be included in bulletins, newsletters and websites. In the 
sermon, the pastor can remember those who influenced the congregation’s life. Examples: the 
story of an organizing pastor or an active lay leader who influenced the direction of the 
congregation, or a person who served the congregation in the denomination or community. 

 
Financial Stewardship Ministry:  

 
Gifts by and for the Saints 

 
All Saints Day provides a congregation the opportunity to recognize special financial resources 
made possible by the Saints. Most congregations have Memorial Funds to which gifts are given 
at the time of a person’s death. Many congregations have Endowment Funds (also called 
permanent funds or a foundation).  On All Saints Day, a congregation can give thanks for these 
financial resources and the specific contributions to ministry provided by them, verbally and/or 
in a bulletin insert. This is an ideal time to offer an invitation for a bequest to the church and 
raise the topic of planned giving. Giving to God financially in these ways is a powerful act of 
worship and commitment to God. Pastors must offer this opportunity to worship God through 
offerings of financial gifts, including bequests and planned gifts.  
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History 
 
All Saints Day grew out of the early church’s practice of remembering the martyrs of the church. Special days to 
recognize Saints developed over time. By the late 300s general observance of a day to honor all Saints was in 
place. In the 400s such a day was often held on the Sunday after Pentecost. By the mid-700s, All Saints Day 
became connected with November 1. In time All Souls Day was celebrated on November 2nd in order to recognize 
the faithful who had died but did not have the distinctive title, “Saint”. 
 
With the coming of the Protestant Reformation, many reformers had grown uncomfortable, not so much with 
All Saints Day but with their perception of the way Saints were venerated. It seemed to many that the Saints 
were worshipped in place of God. Lutherans and Anglicans held on to the celebration of All Saints Day; seeking 
to refocus the worship toward God. 
 
Halloween and All Saints Day have a confused connection. Suffice it to say that the end of October was a special 
time in pre-Christian religious understanding. Halloween literally is The Evening before All Hollows Day or All 
Saints Day; the day on which all the Saints are hollowed. In some Christian traditions, a vigil of prayer is conducted 
on All Hollow’s Eve to prepare for All Saints Day. Thus, the Christian who is focused on God can enjoy Halloween’s 
fall fun as an occasion to celebrate that in Christ the “devil” is ultimately defeated. 
 
The Bible and Saints 
In general, the Biblical terms translated as saint or saints do not refer to superior examples of faithful individuals 
as much as they do to those who are the people of God. In the Hebrew Scriptures the word generally refers to 
the covenant people of Israel. In the New Testament, the reference is to the followers of Jesus, the church. 

The Hebrew and Greek words translated “Saints” have to do with those who are set apart. Set apart not by the 
individual’s goodness but by God’s calling and goodness. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures the word “saint/saints” appears in the KJV 61 times. In the NRSV it is the chosen word 
for translation only once, Psalm 31:23. In the Old Testament the NRSV uses the words Holy Ones or Faithful in 
place of saints. 

In the Greek Scriptures the word “saint/saints” appears in the KJV 61 times, and equally in the NRSV. See Saints 
Word Study.  

Other translations use, instead of saints, the words: the set apart, the church (Peterson-The Message); faithful 
people, God’s people (Today’s English Version) 

The English word “Saint” according the Merriam-Webster is from the Middle English, from Anglo-French seint, 
saint, from Late Latin sanctus, from Latin, sacred, from past participle of sancire to make sacred. See Merriam-
Webster information.  

The Harper Bible Dictionary (cc 1985) identifies two different Hebrew terms which are often translated as saints: 
One is from the word for “covenant faithfulness” and refers to those who are bound closely to God in love. Psalm 
32:23 “Love the Lord all you his saints. The Lord preserves the faithful... (NRSV)” The second is from the word for 
“holy” and refers to those set apart and dedicated to the service of God. Daniel 7:27 “And the Kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the most high…” (KJV) 
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In the New Testament, the word “saints” translates the Greek term for “holy ones” where it distinguishes 
Christians from non-Christians. A good example is, “Do you not know that all the saints will judge the world?” (I 
Corinthians 6:2-NRSV) 

The word “saints” appears only once in the Gospels: 

“The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.” Matthew 27:52 

In Acts and Paul’s letters the word usually speaks of Christians in a particular place such as “in Rome who are 
called to be saints” Romans 1:7; or “to the saints who are in Ephesus”. Ephesians 11:1. It is essentially a reference 
to the “church folks.” 

Romans 16:1-2 is an example of the word being used to refer to the whole church, not just a particular 
“congregation”. “I commend to you our sister Phoebe…; that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for 
the saints…” 

This broader use of the term is reflected in the non-Pauline writings for example: “For God is not unjust; he will 
not overlook your work and love that you showed for his sake in serving the saints, as you still do.” or…”I find it 
necessary to write and appeal to you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” (Jude 
3) 

The book of Revelation uses the term to refer to those who have been martyrs, which ties in with the history of 
the church that evolved from days honoring martyrs to special days honoring saints. “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every 
tribe and language and people and nation.” Revelation 5:9 In this verse four living creatures sing to the Lamb a 
song praising the Lamb’s martyrdom for those ransomed or set apart from among all peoples; that is the “saints”. 

And I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the witnesses to them. 
(Revelation 17:6) Here the saints are identified as martyrs. However, it is not martyrdom that makes them saints 
but being saints, part of the church, or followers of Christ that called forth their suffering. 

In the Bible to be called a “Saint” refers not to a special Christian; rather it identifies those who refer to Jesus as 
special; that is, those who call Jesus the Christ, are called saints. Those who claim Jesus as God’s way for the 
world are those who are set apart to live the Jesus way. We become saints not because of our goodness but 
because of God’s goodness. We are set apart as followers of Christ because of God’s action seen and understood 
and claimed in Christ. 

On All Saints Day in a local congregation we may well name as a Saint someone who is widely known to have 
been less than an exemplary Christian. But don’t we all fall short of the glory of God? Paul called the church in 
Corinth Saints. He also calls them sexually immoral and lots of other negative things. They were not Saints 
because they lived holy lives but because Jesus gave his whole life for them. 

A good article on the word saints and its application was written by Skip Moen. It can be found in the Sermon 
Sample section of this guide.  
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John Wesley 
 
John Wesley was never shy about expressing his opinion. “Most of the holy days were at present answering no 
value end,” said John Wesley about the Church of England’s focus on Saints’ Day. Regardless, John Wesley 
believed we have much to learn from the saints but strongly cautioned against the practice of worshiping the 
saints.1 

Nevertheless, All Saints’ Day service was John Wesley's favorite of the Christian Year. However, when he revised 
the calendar and lectionary for Methodists in North America, he did not include it. That explains in part why some 
United Methodists may find All Saints celebrations more strange than familiar. 

2The following are excerpts from an article by Joe Iovino, titled All Saints Day: A Holy Day John Wesley Loved.  

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, enjoyed and celebrated All Saints Day. In a journal entry from 
November 1, 1767, Wesley calls it “a festival I truly love.” On the same day in 1788, he writes, “I always find this 
a comfortable day.” The following year he calls it “a day that I peculiarly love.” 

This may sound odd. United Methodists don’t believe in saints. Right? Well, yes… and no. 

Wesley cautioned against holding saints in too high regard. The Articles of Religion that he sent to the Methodists 
in America in 1784, include a statement against “invocation of saints” (Article XIV—Of Purgatory, Book of 
Discipline ¶104). Wesley did not see biblical evidence for the practice and discouraged Methodists from 
participating. 

However, he also advised against disregarding the saints altogether. 

John Wesley, founder of Methodist movement, celebrated All Saints Day, calling it a “festival I truly love.”  

In studying John Wesley’s theological method, scholars have found four, inter-related theological guidelines: 
Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason. These are the sources of our understanding of our faith. 

By tradition we mean all that has gone before us in the Christian church. We are part of a long history that goes 
back through John Wesley, to the early days of the Church, and the apostles of Jesus. When we think theologically 
we need to keep in mind the creeds, prayers, sermons, books, music, and all other ways Christians have 
understood the work of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

In an All Saints Day journal entry dated Monday, November 1, 1756, Wesley writes, “How superstitious are they 
who scruple giving God solemn thanks for the lives and deaths of his saints!” If your 18th century English is as 
rusty as mine, it might help to know that the word scruple means, “to be unwilling to do something because you 
think it is improper, morally wrong, etc.” (Merriam-Webster.com). 

  

 
1 “Do United Methodists believe in saints?” umc.org 
2“All Saints Day: A Holy Day John Wesley Loved” by Joe Iovino, umc.org 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ask-the-umc-do-united-methodists-believe-in-saints
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-beliefs-saints
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-articles-of-religion-of-the-methodist-church
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/theological-guidelines-sources-and-criteria
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/theological-guidelines-tradition
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/scruple
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Charles Wesley3 
 

Charles Wesley, John’s brother, picks up on this theme in his hymn that appears in our United 
Methodist Hymnal as “Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above,” #709. In the first verse, he offers a 
wonderful image of the Church through the ages: 

Let saints on earth unite to sing,  
with those to glory gone, 

for all the servants of our King  
in earth and heaven, are one. 

On All Saints Day we remember all those—famous or obscure—who are part of the “communion of 
saints” we confess whenever we recite The Apostles’ Creed. We tell the stories of the saints “to glory 
gone.” 

Alongside the likes of Paul from the New Testament, Augustine, Martin Luther, and John and Charles 
Wesley, we tell stories of the grandmother who took us to church every Sunday. We remember the 
pastor who prayed with us in the hospital, and the neighbor who changed the oil in the family car. We 
give thanks for the youth leader who told us Jesus loved us, the kindergarten Sunday school teacher 
who showered us with that love, and the woman in the church who bought us groceries when we were 
out of work. 

Retelling these stories grounds us in our history. These memories teach us how God has provided for us 
through the generosity and sacrifice of those who have come before us. The stories of the saints 
encourage us to be all God has created us to be. 

Saints on earth:  Charles Wesley’s hymn tells us those “to glory gone” are joined by the “saints on 
earth,” whom we also celebrate on All Saints Day. We think of the inspirational people with whom we 
worship on Sunday, and those across the world we will never meet. We celebrate fellow United 
Methodists who inspire us, and those of other denominations whose lives encourage us. We give 
thanks for those with whom we agree, as well as those whose views we do not share. 

Additionally, we remember and pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ who faithfully follow Jesus 
in places where being labeled a Christian puts them in harm’s way. 

On All Saints Day, we recognize that we are part of a giant choir singing the same song. It is the song 
Jesus taught his disciples; a tune that has resonated for more than 2,000 years; a melody sung in glory 
and on the earth. Our great privilege is to add our voices to this chorus. 

The last verse of “Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above” encourages us to sing faithfully while on earth, 
so we might join the heavenly chorus one day. 

Our spirits too shall quickly join, like theirs with glory crowned, 
and shout to see our Captain's sign, to hear His trumpet sound. 

O that we now might grasp our Guide! O that the word were given! 
Come, Lord of Hosts, the waves divide, and land us all in heaven. 

 
3 “All Saints Day: A Holy Day John Wesley Loved” by Joe Iovino, umc.org 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/apostles-creed-traditional-ecumenical


   
 

11 
©2019 Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation, Inc. 

MountainSkyUMF.org 

Those to glory gone 
All Saints Day is an opportunity to give thanks for all those who have gone before us in the faith. It is a time to 
celebrate our history, what United Methodists call the tradition of the church. 

From the early days of Christianity, there is a sense that the Church consists of not only all living believers, but 
also all who have gone before us. For example, in Hebrews 12 the author encourages Christians to remember 
that a “great cloud of witnesses” surrounds us encouraging us, cheering us on. 

On All Saints Day, let us give thanks for both the saints in glory and those on earth, who have led us to 
Jesus. As they have shared the gospel with us, may we add our voices so someone else may hear about 
the grace and love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/theological-guidelines-tradition
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Letters & Printed Materials 
Advance Letter 
Two weeks prior, to All Saints Day, send a letter to families of those who will recognized: family members of those 
who have died in the past year; family members of those who have been honored with Memorial Gifts, family 
members who have been part of creating the congregation’s permanent Endowment Funds 
 
 

Advance letter example 
date 
name  
address 
city, state, zip 
Dear  , 
 
On Sunday,  date  , during both our 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services, we will be celebrating All Saints 
Day. This Sunday closest to November 1 is an occasion to remember those in the Christian faith who have died 
in the Lord. 
 
During worship we will be remembering those of our congregation who have died since All Saints Day 20_ . We 
will also recognize those honored with memorial gifts in the last year. 
 
Name                     will be named and honored in prayer. We thought you would want to know of this part of our 
congregational life. When names are read, family members will be asked to stand. We would be pleased if you 
or someone in your family is able to be present. Please contact the church office, Phone Number or email 
address to let us know if someone will be able to represent your family. 
 
We hope that you will be able to be with us on  date  . (We also will be dedicating gifts made possible 
through Memorial Gifts.) Please invite other members of your family to this special day. 
 
In Christian Service,  

Memorial Chairperson or Pastor 
 
 
Letter to family not present 
The week after the service, send a letter to family members not present with a copy of the worship bulletin and 
a Memorial Fund giving envelope. Follow-up by traditional mail may be expensive but it provides a more personal 
touch in this day and age. 
 

Follow-up letter example 
 
Dear_____, 
 
It was good to remember the Saints of our congregation last week. When names of loved ones were read a 
moment of silence followed. 
 
A copy of the Sunday Worship Bulletin and insert is enclosed. We also included a Memorial Fund envelope and 
a copy of our Endowment Fund policy for your consideration. 
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Please know that our pastors and Stephens ministers remain available to you in these continued days of 
grieving.  
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor 
 

Holiday Season Letter 
The Monday after Thanksgiving, send this letter to families of persons who died in the past year. 
 

Holiday Season Letter Example 
Dear _____, 
 
I am writing to you as one who has experienced the death of a loved one during the past year. The first holiday 
season since that death can be especially difficult. If you find yourself feeling renewed sadness at this time of year, 
then you are normal. Grieving is a long-term process. Each holiday tradition may trigger memories of your loved 
one. These memories can be both sad and a source of strength. 
 
Sometimes the temptation exists to withdraw into one’s sadness and memories. Some people avoid family 
gatherings, sleep more, and find it difficult to make decisions. Sometimes people react in an opposite way. They 
become more active, try to function on less sleep and are always on the go. This may be a sign of avoiding the 
feelings. 
 
If you are experiencing renewed grief this season, there are several things you can do:  
 

First, acknowledge the feelings and accept them as normal. Once you accept the feelings, you 
can move on from there. 
Secondly, sit down and feel the emotions for awhile. Don’t fight the tears; they are a gift from 
God that help to wash away sadness. 
Thirdly, you might find it helpful to share these feelings with another person. Don’t be afraid to 
open up and talk. 
A fourth help is prayer. Not just praying to God to give you strength, but also prayer that waits 
for God’s strength. Perhaps sit down with a favorite Psalm or other Scripture, and read it slowly 
allowing God to speak to you. 
 

I do not think that you can avoid sadness in this season, but I do think that with God’s help you will become 
stronger. A woman who had recently lost her husband wrote one year in a Christmas card: “My friends say to 
me, ‘This Christmas is going to be hard for you,’ probably it will be, but without Christmas (God coming to us) my 
life would be impossible.” 
 
I pray “Emmanuel, God with us” for you this Christmas. If I or one of our Stephens ministers can be of any pastoral 
assistance to you, please call upon us. 
 
Sincerely,  

Pastor 
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Bulletin Insert 
Sample materials for inclusion in bulletin for All Saints Day identifying saints and related programs such as Memorial 
Funds and Endowment Funds. 
 

Side 1

 
 

For All the Saints 
 

Church Name and Date 
 

Remembering members of our congregation who have died since All Saints Day last year and loved ones honored  
with Memorial and Endowment Legacy Gifts this year. 

 
(List Names) 
(List Names) 
(List Names) 
(List Names) 

(List Names) 
(List Names) 
(List Names) 
 

(List Names) 
(List Names) 
(List Names) 

 

 
“For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,  
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!”
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Bulletin Insert 

Side 2 
 

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 
 
In church tradition, November 1 has been called “All Saints Day.” On the first Sunday of November this 
congregation honors its Saints who have died in the past year, and those honored with memorial gifts. We also 
celebrate the congregation’s Memorial Fund and Perpetual Funds and dedicate the projects made possible by 
these resources. 
 
The Memorial Fund is a way in which persons can honor friends and family at the time of death. Many choose 
the Memorial Fund in lieu of flowers. Such gifts are added to “The Memorial Fund” and used for special 
congregational projects as needs arise. Gifts received are acknowledged to the donor and the names of those 
who donate are reported to the family of the person honored. 
 
In the past year the Memorial fund held with three important improvements:  

1. Solar lighting on our street sign directing visitor to the parking lot.  
2. New tires for the church bus that brings many of us here on Sunday mornings and to other events 

throughout the year. 
3. The Blue Spruce tree in garden between the parking lot and the door that you entered. 

 
The Endowment Fund is a growing resource that enhances and extends the ministry of our congregation. Funds 
received for the Endowment Fund are invested and every year, we get to spend up to 5% of the money that has 
accumulated. The funds are invested through Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation. In the past year the 
perpetual funds were increased through a bequest from the estate of Jane Doe. 
 
The spending from the Endowment has four categories:  

• The Building Fund defrayed costs to improvements in Fellowship Hall. 
• The Scholarship Fund provided aid to four college students. 
• The Outreach Fund made gifts to a local Senior Adult Ministry, a food bank and a global mission project 

in India upon the recommendation of The Outreach Ministry Team. 
• The Mission and Ministry Fund was established this past year with a designated gift in honor of Jane and 

John Doe. Annual income will be used to expand our congregation’s ministry upon approval of the Board. 
 

Most of these funds were given at the passing of our members. They are a testament to what was important to the 
saints of our faith community. Even though they have passed from this world, we continue to experience their love by 
the way their permanent gifts continue to impact our work. Will you consider leaving a gift to the church in your estate 
plan? If you have questions about these ministries, please speak to (Name) , chair of the Endowment Fund Committee 
or our pastor, or you can call or visit with the Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation, our free resource for planned 
giving., info@MountainSkyUMF.org, or 303-778-6370, www.MountainSkyUMF.org. 
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Annual Giving Pledge Card 
 
For many churches, All Saints Day will coincide with the annual giving campaign, or stewardship drive. Some 
churches collect pledges, or commitments from their members. This is important for two reasons. First, it helps 
the church plan for the coming year’s budget. Second, and most important, it is an annual ritual that helps 
members get their priorities in order. When church members establish or renew a written commitment to give 
to God through the work of the church, they are, in faith, aligning their whole selves to following Jesus Christ and 
opening their hearts to God’s purpose in their lives. Giving is a spiritual practice, and a written commitment to 
give helps affirm that part of everyone’s life.  
 
The annual commitment card is an excellent tool for helping plant seeds for bequests. See sample card, and note 
the invitation at the bottom of the commitment.  
 

 
Brochures and other information 
These additional tools and brochures are in the Supplementary Information section. The Mountain Sky United 
Methodist Foundation will pay for printing and shipping of these to your church, as requested.  
Sample Bequest Language 
Brochure 
Brochure 
Brochure 
 
 

  

This is my 2020 commitment to give to God through the work of our church.  
 
Name        
 
Address             
 
I will give $    Please check one:      weekly       bi-weekly      monthly  

     annually on                         (date)        other                                
 
The church will receive my gift (check one)    offering plate       e-giving on church website   
      Bill-pay from my bank      IRA Rollover from my custodian         stock donation        other, or don’t know  
 
 
      I have left a gift to the church in my estate plan.  
      I would like more information about leaving a gift to the church in my estate plan 
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Announcements 
 
On All Saints Day, include in worship: 
 
Pastor: Today during worship we remember the Saints of this congregation in several ways. One way the Saints 
continue to serve us is through Memorial Funds and Endowment Funds. The Administrative Council Chair, Jane 
Doe, comes now to acknowledge these important gifts. 
 
Trustee, or Ad Council Chair: The Memorial Fund exists as a way for people to honor friends and family through 
a financial gift. Often at the time of a death gifts are received. The congregation acknowledges the gift to the 
donor and informs the family that a gift has been made. These gifts are used in a variety of ways to enhance the 
ministry of this congregation at the discretion of the Memorial Funds Committee. This year the Memorial Fund 
enhanced our ministry in the following way. (list projects accomplished.) 
 
Endowment Chair or Finance Chair:  Endowment Funds also serve as tributes to the Saints. Endowment Funds 
are invested and the income distributed according to the guidelines of the congregation’s Endowment Funds 
Policy. Endowment Funds ordinarily are received by bequests and other planned giving opportunities. Our funds 
are invested through the Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation, an organization that is independent of the 
Annual Conference. If you would like to learn more about this form of giving, please speak to me or the pastor. 
We give God thanks for the many ways in which the Saints of this congregation have blessed us. 
 
Pastor: Will you join me now as we begin our worship service.   
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WORSHIP RESOURCES 
NOTE: Following are resources for use in worship. They have been gathered from a variety of places. If the creator 
of these resources is not acknowledged it is due to lack of information. Some have been adapted in various ways 
from original resources. If you think you are one of the original authors of these materials then please give thanks 
to God for your contribution to enabling others to worship well. 
 
In preparation for worship, consider a place where people can remember their own saints either before, during, 
or after the service. 
 

• Candle lighting station in a private area aside from the sanctuary, or near the altar. Plan on two small 
candles per worshiper. Not all candles will be lit, but you want to be sure you have enough. (SAFETY 
NOTE: Be sure that fire extinguishers are nearby and visible.) 

• Paper and pens for people to write the names of saints, and a place to collect them and place them on 
the altar. 

 
There are at least three places during the service that you may choose to offer a commemoration of the saints 
today.  

• a response to the sermon, perhaps after affirming a historic creed.  
• within the prayers of the people. Or, if you are simply listing names (so this does not become 

distracting),  
• you may do so in the Great Thanksgiving, and there is a place in the text for this purpose:  

Renew our communion with all your saints, 
especially those whom we name before you 
Name(s) —(in our hearts). 

 
Consider reading the names of each church member or saint. In so doing, you may:  

• light a candle for each saint, inviting family members and/or friends to participate in candle lighting as 
the names of the departed are spoken. 
 

• Ring a bell after the reading of each name 
 

• Say the name, and have a second person respond, “Present” 
 

• Give space for reflection of other saints not intentionally named. Invite people to say the name during 
this “silent/popcorn” prayer time to say the names, out loud, of those saints remembered. 
 

• Consider using a brief refrain, spoken or sung, such as "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord" or 
"Into your hands we commend their spirits."  
 

• If you have the ability to project images, you may want to create a slide for each person that may 
include a picture (either from a church photo directory or chosen by the family) with the person’s 
name, dates of birth, baptism, and death, and perhaps a brief notation of the ministries each engaged 
in the church and the world.  
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Lectionary 
Year A (2019-2020) 
Revelation 7:9-17 Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
I John 3:1-3 Matthew 5:1-12 
The Year A lectionary texts minister to a congregation by confronting the reality of suffering even the suffering 
of the saints. 

The Book of Revelation tells of “these are they who have come out of the great ordeal” and assures that “God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The Psalmist speaks: “This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble.” 

I John encourages saying, “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.” 

Matthew celebrates saying “Blessed are …” even those “who are persecuted” on account of Jesus. 

Year B (2020-2021) 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 or Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 24 Revelation 21:1-6a John 11:32-44 
The Year B lectionary encourages congregations to be faithful saints as it provides hope for the eventual 
vindication of God for the saints. 

The Wisdom of Solomon says: “the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his 
elect, and he watches over his holy ones.” 

Isaiah says: “Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 
take away from all the earth.” 

The Psalmist proclaims: “They will receive blessing from the LORD, and vindication from the God of their 
salvation.” 

Revelation echoing Isaiah declares: “he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

John’s story of the raising of Lazarus assures us: “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?” 

Year C (2018-2019) 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 Psalm 149 
Ephesians 1:11-23 Luke 6:20-31 
In Year C the lectionary tells a congregation that the life of being a saint is a blessing in itself: 

Daniel says: “the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever and 
ever.” 

The Psalmist assures that: “the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory.” 

The letter to Ephesus proclaims: “with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.” 

Luke describes the counterinitiative blessing: “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you…do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
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MUSIC and Hymns 
 

Music is a visceral, essential component of your worship service. Do not ignore it, and if this isn’t one of your 
spiritual gifts, delegate it to the music leaders in your congregation.  

For special music, preludes, and offerings, invite the music leaders to select music that was formative in their 
spiritual connection with God.  Ask if they would be willing to share something in writing about the music they 
have selected for this special Sunday, or perhaps they would be willing to say a few words about the music before 
they play it.  

The hymns we have listed are all from the United Methodist Hymnal. Some people may find these to be a bit old-
fashioned, but we are honoring saints today, so old-fashioned is appropriate. For those who have contemporary 
worship musicians, invite them to adapt, and modernize one or two of these hymns. I am sure they would be 
delighted to have permission to employ their creativity. 

 

Click the links for the text, a musical sample, and bulletin notes 

 

o 711 For all the Saints,  

Text by William Walsham How (1864), Music composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1906) 

o 707  Hymn of Promise  Music and text by Natalie Sleeth (1986) 

o 723  Shall we gather at the river    Text by Robert Lowry (1864)  

o 557 Blest be the tie that binds    Text John Fawcett (1782), music by Dennis (Nageli) 

o 480 O Love that wilt not let me go 

Text by George Matheson (1882), Music by St. Margaret 

o 526 What a friend we have in Jesus 

Text by Josesph Medlicott Scriven (1855), Music by Converse 

o 57 Oh for a thousand tongues  by Charles Wesley 

 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot    Reference https://www.pbs.org/video/underground-railroad-william-still-story-
coded-spirituals/ for insight on this “coded spiritual” and the hidden meaning in the lyrics. 

This African American spiritual affirms that there are times when we are up and times when we are down but 
that our soul is still “heavenly bound”. 

 

Postlude suggestion - When the Saints Go Marching In 

 

  

https://www.pbs.org/video/underground-railroad-william-still-story-coded-spirituals/
https://www.pbs.org/video/underground-railroad-william-still-story-coded-spirituals/
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Call To Worship  
UM Book of Worship 
Grace to you and peace from God 
 Who is, and was, and is to come Amen 
And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness,  
 Firstborn of the dead, and ruler of kings on earth. Amen 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen 
 
Gathering welcome 

God’s people are gathered, we join with the Saints of all the ages in giving glory to our God. Let us join 
our hearts, souls, strength and minds as one as we give praise to the God of all creation, the God we 
have come to know in Jesus Christ. 

 
Responsive Readings 

Gratitude and invitation4 
L: Come, saints of God, to a new heaven and earth,  
To the holy city, God’s new Jerusalem, 
R: The dwelling place of God is with humanity:  
God wipes away the tears from our eyes. 
L: The earth is God’s and the fullness thereof,  
The words and all who dwell therein. 
R: Who shall ascend the hill of God, 
And who shall stand in God’s holy place? 
L: All whose hands are clean and hearts pure  
Shall know God’s vindication and blessing. 
R: We give thanks to God, who has qualified us  
To share the inheritance of the saints. 
 

Based on All Saints Day Lectionary Psalms 

Year A Based on Psalm 34:1-8, 22 
L: I will bless the HOLY ONE at all times; 
God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
The HOLY ONE redeems the life of the faithful servants; none of those who take refuge in God will be 
condemned. 
R: My soul makes its boast in the HOLY ONE; let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt God’s name together. 
L: I sought the HOLY ONE who answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
Look to God, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
R: My soul makes its boast in the HOLY ONE; let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt God’s name together. 

 
4West Street Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ) Tipton, IN, Nov. 7, 1993 
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L: O taste and see that the HOLY ONE is good; happy are those who take refuge in God. 
O fear the HOLY ONE, you God’s holy ones, for those who fear God have no want. 
R: My soul makes its boast in the HOLY ONE; let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt God’s name together. 

Year B Based on Psalm 24 
L: Who shall ascend the hill of the HOLY ONE? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. 
R: The earth is the HOLY ONE’S and all that is in it, the world, and those who dwell therein; 
for God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. Glory to God. 
L: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is the Sovereign of glory? The HOLY ONE, strong and mighty, 
R: The earth is the HOLY ONE’S and all that is in it, the world, and those who dwell therein; 
for God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. Glory to God. 

Year C Based On Psalm 149 
L: Let God’s people be glad in their Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
Let us praise God with dancing, 
and making melody to the HOLY ONE with tambourine and lyre. 
R: We praise the HOLY ONE! We sing to HOLY ONE a new song, We Give God praise in the assembly of 
the faithful. 
L: HOLY BEING takes pleasure in the people; God adorns the humble with victory. 
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy from their seats of honor. 
R: We praise the HOLY ONE! We sing to HOLY ONE a new song, We give God praise in the assembly of 
the faithful. 
L: Let the high praises of God be in our throats. 
This is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Praise the LORD! 
R: We Praise the HOLY ONE! We Sing to HOLY ONE a new song, We Give God praise in the assembly of 
the faithful. 
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Prayers 
Opening5 

Holy Being, we gather in your presence to celebrate your goodness,  
the goodness we have seen in the dawning of a new day,  
the goodness we trust in One who faced death with the dawn of a resurrected life,  
the goodness we remember in those who live in the eternal dawn of your presence.  
So we open our lives to a new day of life with you  
and lift all our prayers to celebrate  
your eternal goodness this day and evermore. Amen. 

 
Pastoral  

Pastoral Prayer Biblical Saints Reflection6 
Holy Being, who called all us into life, from the first Adam and Eve to the babies born around the 
world this morning, you have labored, and we have been born; holy is your name in all the earth. We 
thank you this day for all who have shown us your way. 
 
Abraham and Sarah heard your call and ventured new places, even when they were old. We listen for 
your call today. (Pause) 
 
Miriam and Moses danced and led your people from suffering toward a new promise. We await a 
vision of your burning fire today. (Pause) 
 
Deborah fought, Samuel prayed, and they led in different ways. We are preparing to lead this day. 
(Pause) 
 
David and Bathsheba sinned and were forgiven. We confess our sin and long for your grace today. 
(Pause) 
 
Amos spoke and Esther stood tall for the sake of justice. We open ourselves to your strength today. 
(Pause) 
 
Mother Mary and Christ Jesus accepted your call. We attend to your word this day. (Pause) Peter and 
Paul, Magdalene and Lydia, and saints through the ages picked up their cross. 
We pray that we might faithfully follow today. (Pause) 
 
Holy Being, who called us to into life through the saints in our lives, be born anew to us, that we 
might serve all your saints; the hungry and thirsty, the sick and imprisoned, the naked and forgotten 
to honor to your holy name in all the earth. Amen. 

  

 
5 Hull 
6 Hull 
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Anniversary of a Death7 
Everliving God, 
   this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are no more. 
What happiness we shared when they walked among us.  
What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together.  
Their memory is a blessing for ever. 
 
Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them.  
Our hearts yearn for them. 
Though the bitter grief has softened, a duller pain abides;  
   for the place where once they stood is empty now.  
The links of life are broken, but the links of love and longing cannot break.  
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
 
We see them now with the eye of memory,  
   their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. 
So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight. 
We remember them with gratitude and bless their names.  
Their memory is a blessing for ever. 
 
And we remember as well the members  
   who but yesterday were part of our congregation and community. 
To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute. 
May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith, 
   for now the task is ours.  
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
 
We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you. 
As a great crowd of witnesses,  
   they surround us with their blessings,  
   and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
They are alive for ever more. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
7 United Methodist Book of Worship, 548, Based on Jewish Memorial Prayer, USA, 20th Century 
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Pastoral Prayer Biblical & contemporary saints 8 
O Creator, 
Like a cloud of witnesses, saints of every shape and hue 
have warmed us with your grace and all it means. 
We can call many of them by name. 
Miriam dances by spreading the job of small victories. 
Isaiah inspires our hope for a new and different future. 
Jeremiah revives our soul by writing on our hearts once more. 
Ruth and Naomi show us how to dig deeper In our commitments to love. 
Paul gently whispers again, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” 
There is Luther standing firm; John Wesley warming our hearts; 
Bonhoeffer reminding us of the cost of discipleship. 
They never leave us and by your grace, O God, 
You give us eyes of faith to see others in that great cloud of witnesses. 
There are some alive and among us, even now,  
weaving themselves in and out of our lives when grace needs replenishing 
and love is the only way it can come. 
Some of them even call us by name; and whether deserved or not, 
enable us to feel that these bones can live again. 
In the name of All the Saints, Amen 
 

Aldersgate Prayer9 
Almighty God, in a time of great need 
   you raised up your servants John and Charles Wesley, 
and by your Spirit inspired them to kindle a flame of sacred love 
   which leaped and ran, an inextinguishable blaze. 
Grant that all those whose hearts have been warmed at these altar fires, 
   being continually refreshed by your grace, may be so devoted 
      to the increase of scriptural holiness throughout the land 
that in this our time of great need, 
   your will may fully and effectively be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

 
8 Winn, John, “All Saints Day Prayer, p 99 
9 UM Book of Worship, 439 
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Memorial10 
 
Almighty God, before whom stand the living and the dead,  
 we your children, whose mortal life is but a hand’s breadth,  
 give thanks to you: 
 
For all those through whom you have blessed our pilgrimage,  
 whose lives that have empowered us,  
 whose influence is a healing grace…  
We lift up thankful hearts. 
 
For the dear friends and family members  
 whose faces we see no more, but whose love is with us for ever…  
We lift up thankful hearts. 
 
For the teachers and companions of our childhood and youth,  
 and for the members of our household of faith  
  who worship you now in heaven…  
We lift up thankful hearts. 
 
For those who sacrificed themselves,  
 our brothers and sisters who have given their lives  
  for the sake of others…  
We lift up thankful hearts. 
 
That we may hold them all in continual remembrance,  
 and ever think of them as with you  
in that city whose gates are not shut by day  
 and where there is no night …  
We lift up thankful hearts. 
 
That we may now be dedicated to working for a world  
 where labor is rewarded, fear dispelled, and the nations made one,  
O Lord, save your people and bless your heritage.  
 
Day by day we magnify you, 
 and worship your name, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
  

 
10 Adapted from Memorial Day Prayer, UM Book of Worship, 440 
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Responsive Readings 

Praise for the God of The Saints  
 
Gracious God, you are to be praised for the women and men whose faithful witness to your love inspires each 
generation of your people. 

R: Mindful of all those who have gone on ahead of us, teach us to follow their example:  

L: To feed the poor; to support and comfort those who mourn; 

R: to cherish and learn from the merciful; to be humbled by, and stand with, the peacemakers. 

L: Let us clearly recognize what it means to be called the children of God, and may we know we are to be your 
saints. 

R: Neither by our own choosing nor in our own strength, but simply by the call of Christ Jesus our Savior. 

L: Loving God, the generations rise and pass away before you. 

R: You are the strength of those who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of 
your saints. 

L: We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and especially those most dear to us 
who rest in you, whose names we remember before you now. 

(reading of names; family members are asked to stand as names are read) 

Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to do your holy will. 

R: We bless you for their lives and love, and rejoice for them that “all is well, and all manner of things will be 
well.” Amen. 
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For the Saints  
(Biblical, historical, denominational, congregational names can be changed) 
 
Leader: Gracious God, you are to be praised for the women and men whose faithful witness to your love inspires 
each generation of your people: 

ALL: Abraham and Sarah, who believed your promise even when they were old and barren; 

Men: Isaiah of Jerusalem, who in a time marked by terror, proclaimed that the lion would lie down with the 
lamb; 

Women: Ruth, whose loyalty to Naomi became a model for people of every time and place; 

ALL: Esther, who risked her life before the king to save her people; 

Men: Paul of Tarsus, who was beaten and shipwrecked while carrying the Gospel to us, the Gentiles; 

Women: Mary Magdalene, who ran from the tomb crying out that Jesus was alive; 

ALL: John Wesley, who spoke afresh of salvation by grace alone through faith; 

Men: Thomas Campbell, Barton Stone, and Alexander Campbell, who yearned for a church with the vitality of the 
New Testament church; 

Women: Caroline Neville Pearre and Matilda Hart Younkin who created missions throughout the world and 
benevolence throughout the nation. 

Leader: All the saints of this congregation whom we name before you today: (reading of names, family members 
are asked to stand as names are read). Let us pray. 

ALL: God of all people, we recall the names of these witnesses, we pray they will inspire us with their 
extravagance: excessive love, flagrant mercy, radical affection, exorbitant charity, immoderate faith, and 
intemperate hope as in the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Offering Prayer11 
We pray that God may increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity. 
 
Cultivating in us the Holy Habits of prayer, study, being part of a worshipping community, and 
generous giving can be important steps on the path of our daily journey to grow nearer to God.  
 
Who are the saints now on the “Godward” side of your life who encourage you to give thanks, not 
only for their lives by your examples of loving discipleship, but also by your willingness to be ever 
grateful for all they know (and you know) God has given you?  
 
This is our particular day to remember all the blessed saints – especially those who have gone before 
us here, having served God faithfully in this parish. They were good and diligent stewards – quietly 
and continually supporting His work in many ways while living lives of integrity and courage.  
 
May it be yet another of God’s gifts for us to join them at the banquet when our days here are done. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  

 
 
Benedictions 

Communion, grace, joy12 
Almighty God,  
you have knit together your elect 
   in one communion and fellowship,  
   in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord. 
Grant us grace 
   so to follow your holy saints in all virtuous and godly living, 
   that we may come to those unspeakable joys,  
   which you have prepared for those who sincerely love you;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

For service13 
Eternal God, from whose love neither death nor life can separate us; Grant that we may serve you 
faithfully here on earth, 
And in heaven rejoice with all your saints who ceaselessly proclaim your glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
11 Rev. Richard Hull 
12 United Methodist Hymnal, All Saints 713 
13 Central Christian Church, November 4, 2001 
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For all the saints 
God’s people have celebrated all that God has done, from creation, 
to the cross, 
to the saints who have lived among us. 
Now we go from this place to the workplace, 
the home place, the marketplace; 
every place living as God’s own people. 
For all the saints, who from their labors rest, let us go and labor for the rest of our lives!  
O when the saints, O when the saints; O when the saints go marching out, 
Let us go to be part of that number; let us be saints when we march out. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Introduction 
This is a special day of remembering. We have remembered those Saints who died in the Lord in the last year. 
We remember at his table every week in worship the one who made us all Saints, the Special One Jesus Christ. 
He invited his followers to do this in remembrance of him. All are invited to bring memories to this table and 
present them to the present one. 

Many of the Saints whom we honored today were people with whom we shared meals, family meals at the 
dinette table, holiday feasts in the dining room, picnic table barbecues, or church family meals at a carry-in 
dinner. Jesus ate meals with saints and sinners. So powerful was his presence in life that even in death those 
who had shared meals with him sensed he was still present when they broke bread and shared cup. The love 
feast of the early church is repeated here today when we share the meal at this communion table and sense his 
continued love in our lives. 

From Book of Worship 
for All Saints Day and Memorial Occasions14 
This text is used by the pastor while the congregation uses A Service of Word and Table II (UMH 13–15) or 
III (UMH 15–16) or one of the musical settings (UMH 17–25). 
 
The pastor stands behind the Lord's table.   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. The pastor may lift hands and keep them raised. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty (almighty God), 
Creator of heaven and earth: 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 
God of Miriam and Moses, 
God of Joshua and Deborah, 
God of Ruth and David, 
God of the priests and the prophets, 
God of Mary and Joseph, 
God of the apostles and the martyrs, 
God of our mothers and our fathers, 
God of our children to all generations. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 

 
14 (The Great Thanksgiving for All Saints Day and Memorial Occasions) 
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 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
The pastor may lower hands. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The pastor may raise hands. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your Church, 
 delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
The pastor may hold hands, palms down, over the bread, or touch the bread, or lift the bread. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
The pastor may hold hands, palms down, over the cup, or touch the cup, or lift the cup. 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
The pastor may raise hands. 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
The pastor may hold hands, palms down, over the bread and cup. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
The pastor may raise hands. 
Renew our communion with all your saints, 
 especially those whom we name before you— 
 Name(s) —(in our hearts). 
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Silence may be kept for the remembrance of names. 
 
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
 strengthen us to run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
 looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
 until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
 all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
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Sermon & message ideas 
The Church is of God – bequest invitation15 
If I leave money to the church in my will, what will happen to that money if my church closes?  

What will happen to our endowment if our church closes?  

Dearly beloved, the Church is of God and will be preserved until the end of time.  

We heard these words when we stood at the chancel and welcomed new members into the household of 
faith. For many years, these were also read at every baptism, maybe even yours! 

 A beautiful three-panel stained-glass window in the fellowship hall of a church depicts Jesus with a staff in 
one hand and a lamb in the other. At the bottom of one stained-glass panel are these words: “Your Works 
Still Live.” Below the inscription is a woman’s name. This woman and all our ancestors in faith made 
investments in our churches. They preserved the Word, shared the stories, built and rebuilt church 
buildings. They donated land, supported clergy, started missions, baptized children, and anointed 
leaders. They spread love and hope that became vital in their communities.   

In the early years, the church was always on the frontier in our nation, striving for its place in the 
future. Certainly, the frontiers of today call for us to be committed to the Church that “will be preserved to 
the end of time.”  

Our ancestors, for the past fifty years as United Methodists and many prior years in our precedent 
denominations, have brought essential, life-giving energy to our communities.  They also provided 
sacrificial gifts of time and money to start new faith communities.  Perhaps the buildings have changed, or 
the money has been repurposed, but there is no question that God’s 
love has endured through this kingdom building work.   

We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God. We have faith that, although God’s church 
may transform and take many shapes, the gifts we provide and the churches we plant will grow, transform, 
and continue to provide resource and energy to share God’s love in our communities.   

On its best days, a church reveals the true colors of God’s kingdom in an otherwise dim and gray world. We 
do this by putting God first, letting God guide our relationships and sharing all God has given us to lovingly 
restore every person, family, and way of life back to God. This impacts the community (and beyond). Every 
church, every denomination, every faith tradition, has good days and bad days, as well as best days and 
worst days. But for some strange reason, God chose us, imperfect people, to form the church, knowing we 
would stumble and falter along the way, yet entrusting us to carry it forward. 

 We invite you to add to the church and have an impact on a future that is certain – the Church is of God 
and will be preserved until the end of time.  

Would you consider leaving a gift to God’s church in your estate plan?  

This text was used in a video created for Annual Conference – you could personalize this by using pictures 

from your church. 
The Church is of God.mp4

  

 
15 Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation 
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I Believe the Sinner Can Be A Saint 
(Matthew 23:1-12) Richard J. Hull II 
 

I believe the sinner can be a saint. Let’s talk about what I mean by saint. 

In the New Testament the word saint refers not so much to the superior Christian as much as it refers to those 
who are the church. Paul addresses the “saints” in various cities. He is speaking to the local church not the 
accomplished practitioner. 

To be saintly is to be different, it is to be set apart but set apart and different from those who are separated from 
God. Those who do not believe. 

To be a saint in the New Testament is to be in the church. 

So, I believe the one who has been separated from God, that is, a sinner, can be brought to God. 

I don’t believe that the sinner will become perfect, although that is direction we head, 

Nor do I believe that every sinner can be canonized as the Catholic Church canonizes special Christians who live 
exemplary, miracle doing lives. 

I believe a sinner can be brought to God and into a community of people who seek to live out life with God and 
in the inclusion, sinners become saints. 

I believe a sinner can be a saint because it is what Jesus believed. Read Matthew 23:1-12 

In this passage Jesus seems to understand that many of his listeners found that the Pharisees made religion more 
difficult for them. These religious leaders were so devout, they prayed so hard, they wore special clothes, carried out 
special routines, and even their simplest worship aids were fancy. 

I think of the Pharisees when I see the fancy Bible covers some of us use to protect our Bibles. I think sometimes 
we are more concerned about showing off our piety than we are about protecting our Bibles. 

In this passage it seems that Jesus is trying to overcome the tendency that exists in us as people to think we 
aren’t good enough. 

Jesus seems to be saying, “Now just because you don’t have the kind of prayer shawls the Pharisees have. Or the 
fancy arm band, (phylacteries they were called), doesn’t mean you can’t belong to God.” 

To the humble people hearing Jesus that day, it must have been most encouraging to hear: all who humble 
themselves will be exalted. 

I think Jesus was saying: “I believe you who see yourselves as sinners can be Saints.” 

This message of Jesus was a word of hope to people who believed they were doomed to life without God because 
they had no possibility of being like the Pharisees. Have you ever been without hope? 

Ever thought that you were beyond saving, beyond redemption? 

Have you ever thought that in this world you had no worth? 
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We live in a world that wants us to believe that. 

And it undermines our hope by dangling unending material desires before us. A newer bigger car, a larger house, 
finer clothes, a more exotic vacation. 

We all know people who have more than we do, and the world uses that to undermine our sense of self-worth, 
and we begin to think we have no hope. 

Jesus was telling the people life is not about what the Pharisees have. It’s about the truth they teach. Jesus 
believed his audience, those “sinners,” could be saints. Jesus was speaking a word of hope 

This was also a word of grace. You know about grace, don’t you? 

Grace is God’s undeserved kindness offered to those who deserve nothing. 

The Pharisees seemed to forget that God’s grace was offered to them not because they were such good 
worshipers but because they worshipped One who is so good. 

Sometimes we forget that our relationship with God is not dependent on how good we are, or on how hard we 
work at it, or whether we have done right or wrong. 

Sometimes we forget that our relationship with God is dependent entirely upon God’s grace, love. 

We all know people who are far better at living the Christian life than we are, and we are tempted to look at 
them the way these people looked at the Pharisees and think to that by comparison, “We are doomed”. 

Jesus is telling the people it’s not about how good others are but about how good God is. I believe sinners can 
be Saints because Jesus believed that sinners could be saints. 

I also believe that sinners can be Saints because I know Gus’ Story 

Gus was born into what we sometimes called a mixed marriage. 

His mother was a devout Christian. His father didn’t go to church. 

Gus’ mother raised him in church, but he was not baptized. She believed that baptism washed away sins 
committed before the act of baptism and so she wanted to wait until the passions of youth and its many mistakes 
had passed. 

Sometimes you get what you expect, and Gus didn’t prove his mother wrong. 

A bright boy; he was young when he went off to study and as is common at the phase in life, he did things that 
weren’t the best. 

He took up with a woman considered by many to be beneath his station in life. 

He had a child but wouldn’t marry the mother, yet they lived as family for many years. 

His sharp mind led him to study and then serve as a professor. 

He explored many philosophical ideas. 
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Ancient philosophers attracted him but not the philosophies of Jesus that his mother loved. 

For a while he went off on an idea that all matter, all physical reality was evil. So extreme were his thoughts that 
he thought sex was wrong because it led to creating new children in which a soul was trapped inside a body. In 
some ways, this was a reaction to the mistakes of his life. 

As a youth he had stolen from his family from his neighbors, had loved the titillation of the theater and of course 
was attracted to the ladies. 

He knew that all this was wrong, so he liked a theory that blamed it on matter. 

He claimed that the physical trap of the human soul kept him from taking personal responsibility. 

This theory worked for a while. But after extended thought and practice the calling of all physical reality evil 
didn’t work. 

He went on in his thinking. 

He tried to apply ancient Greek philosophy like that of Plato 

Then for a while grew disenchanted with finding any explanation for how life worked 

Although Gus later said he never quit believing in God. 

Re-enter mom. 

She moved from their hometown to the university town where Gus now was teaching 

Bother A. M. Rose was the most highly regarded and influential Christian preacher in that university town. 

Gus, who taught speech communication as well as philosophy, went to hear Bro. Rose. 

What most impressed Gus was that Brother Rose was a thinker, a man of intellectual rigor, as well as a follower 
of Christ. 

Gus’ life entered a period of complete turmoil. 

He abandoned the woman with whom he had lived and borne a child. 

He took up with another woman, and was being pressured to marry a third by his family 

He learned about illiterate monks who lived a celibate life, a feat he could now hardly imagine despite his great 
education. 

And at just that time he discovered that his mentor in philosophy had joined the church through a public 
confession of faith. 

Now his heart and mind were in utter turmoil. 

He was unable to make sense of body, mind or spirit. 

At a party he abandoned the house for the peace of a backyard garden where 
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He heard children playing nearby. 

He heard a refrain that sounds like, “Take up and read, take up and read, take up and read.” 

A Bible was close at hand and 

Gus opened to the New Testament where he had of late been reading 

His eyes fell on these words, “Not in reveling, and not in drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarreling and in jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision of the flesh, and at that 
moment, in that year, the year 386 the man we know as St. Augustine was converted to Christ. 

Soon, he was baptized by Bro. Rose, whom we know as Ambrose the bishop of Milan. 

Yes, your see, a sinner became a saint. 

I believe sinners can be saints not only because Jesus said it, and not only because it happened to St. “Gus”. I 
believe it because I see it happening to you and to me. 

We are sinners. We are becoming saints. 

Sin is that which separates us from God. 

Our loved ones whom we honored today on this All Saints Day were also sinners, I knew enough of them well 
enough, to say today what I might have said the day of their funeral, “They were sinners.” 

We are like Christians portrayed in stained glass windows. 

People from the Bible and from history 

They were sinners and became saints through faith 

We may never be portrayed in a church window, but we are those windows 

We are becoming saints by grace alone. 

The only cure for our sin Augustine said was the miracle of God’s grace demonstrated to us through Christ and 
making possible: forgiveness, reconciliation and healing. 

It is a miracle act which is never completed. 

Sin remains until the grave 

Perfection is impossible. 

We can never be perfect only perfected by God’s grace in all eternity. 

We are sinners but we are becoming saints. 

In the Catholic Church a saint can’t be canonized unless a miracle is proven 

I believe every time a sinner becomes a saint there is a miracle. 
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Every time someone who feels worthless discovers his or her worth a miracle happens, a saint is made 

Every time someone who is unlovable discovers that God loves them a miracle happens, and saint is made. 

Grace defies all logic. It is unnatural. It is the divine at work in our lives. 

I believe you and I are sinners and we can be saints by the grace of God. 
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For All the Saints 
(John 11:32 – 44; Revelation 21:1-6; Isaiah 25:6-9) Rev. Lee Hull Moses 
 
We changed our clocks this weekend, falling back to end daylight savings time. Daylight savings is funny, isn’t it? 
It’s sort of like our ultimate attempt to control time – which is ultimately uncontrollable 

– and it’s actually sort of impressive that we manage to pull it off, that we all manage to get to church at the right 
time the next day. I don’t think I’ve ever actually stayed up until 2 in the morning to watch the time jump ahead 
to 3 or fall back to 1. That must be the closest we get to some kind of time warp. 

I guess it’s a little like staying up until midnight on New Year’s Eve, when one year turns into the next; when 
December turns into January, when today turns into tomorrow. 

The funny thing about tomorrow, though, is that as soon as you get there, it’s today again, right? I ran across a 
silly song – maybe you know it, I think it was featured on a Muppet Show many years ago – about a small town 
in southwest Ohio called Morrow (M-O-R-R-O-W), which as you can imagine, leads to all kinds of confusion and 
lends itself well to all kinds of jokes. The song is about someone who is trying to catch a train to Morrow but 
missed the train going today and so would have to wait and go tomorrow. The song goes on and on, but at one 
point, the clerk at the train station sings: 

“For the train today to Morrow if the schedule is right, Today it gets to Morrow and returns tomorrow night. [1]” 

[1] Quoted in Homiletics, November – December 2009; pg. 10-11 

Tomorrow seems to be one of those elusive places we’re always looking ahead to but can’t ever seem to get 
there. 

Annie - remember the musical Annie? – Annie sits at her window in the orphanage and looks toward tomorrow 
– only a day away – whenever she’s feeling hopeless, because she knows that there’s always hope, tomorrow. 

Isaiah – remember the prophet Isaiah? – Isaiah looks at his people driven out of their homes and sent into exile, 
their temple and their cities destroyed, and looks toward tomorrow – the God-promised to- morrow – and sees 
a mountain on which “the Lord of hosts will make for all the people a feast of rich food and well-aged wines.” 

And John – remember John of Patmos? – John sat on the island of Patmos where he was sent in exile, where he 
wrote the book or Revelation. He looked out to the destruction in the world around him and looked toward 
tomorrow – the God-promised tomorrow – and sees a new heaven and a new earth, and hears a voice saying, 
“God will wipe every tear from their eyes; death will be no more, mourning and crying will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away… I am making all things new…” Tomorrow… 

It’s getting from today to tomorrow that seems to be the hard part. 

Sometimes, doesn’t it feel like we can’t get to tomorrow? We’re like that guy trying to Morrow but he can’t 
because the train has already left. We’re like Annie, sitting in her orphanage window night after night, dreaming 
about tomorrow. We’re like Isaiah, believing in God’s promise of a new future. We’re like John, seeing a vision in 
which death is no more… But we’re here, in today, in the real struggles of the world, and sometimes tomorrow 
seems awfully far away. 

And then, there’s this story about Lazarus. Lazarus is dying, and his sisters call Jesus but he doesn’t come right 
away, so that when he does arrive, Lazarus has already been dead for the better part of a week. Mary is weeping 
when Jesus comes to her, and Jesus weeps, too, and everyone wonders the obvious question: Couldn’t Jesus 
have kept him from dying? 

But Jesus does better than that: he goes to the tomb where Lazarus was buried and tells them to move the stone 
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from the door, and then he calls into the tomb, “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus does, bound with strips of cloth 
from head to toe. 

It’s a strange and sometimes troubling story, one that simultaneously gives us hope and raises more questions than it 
answers: Did this really happen? Could it happen? Why doesn’t happen again? 

Is eternal life something that happens in some far off “tomorrow,” or something that happens now? Where are 
we? Today, or tomorrow? Are we looking forward to what God has promised us, or celebrating what God has 
already done? 

Well, both, of course. That’s the great tension of our tradition, everything we celebrate is based on just that: God 
has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. And: God will do great things for us. 

It’s like standing at a turning point in history, with the past behind us and the future ahead of us. Think about the 
folks we’ve met he last few weeks: Blind Bartimaeus who came running up to Jesus, knowing that his life would 
be changed; the rich young man who wasn’t ready for his life to be changed; Job, with the tragedy of his past 
which would always be his present, but still looking forward to the future. 

We’re in the midst of our stewardship campaign right now. Every year, as a congregation and individually, we 
look to the past and celebrate what God has done, and we look forward to the future, making plans and building 
dreams. 

It’s fitting, I think, that we’re concluding our stewardship campaign this year on All Saints Day. After all, we are 
here doing ministry today because of the generosity of those who came before us. They endowed us with a 
building and a spirit. Today we honor those people we’ve lost in the last year, and isn’t it for them that we look 
forward? Isn’t it for all the saints who’ve gone before us that we make plans for the future? 

Let’s take a look back at the past year, a year in which some of the saints of this congregation died. While we 
were grieved by their death, this has still been a good year, wouldn’t you say? Though we are still missing those 
we’ve lost, we can also say, The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced! 

Let’s remember; With God’s help, 

We’ve served people all over the community in all kinds of ways. We’ve donated food and back packs and bicycles 
to people who need them. We’ve started a garden that is still producing incredible bounty. This is the way the 
saints have set before us. 

With God’s help, 

We’ve continued a strong and vibrant youth ministry and ministry for children, even without a youth director on 
staff. This is the way the saints have set before us. 

With God’s help, 

We’ve done behind-the-scenes work on everything from fixing drainpipes and air conditioners to revising 
administrative policies – all that not-very-exciting stuff that is so important for the rebuilding that we are doing. 
This is the way of the saints. 

With God’s help, 

We’ve gathered for worship in creative and meaningful ways. We’ve cared for each other when times have been 
rough, we’ve helped each other grieve, we’ve celebrated together. We’ve welcomed new friends. This is the way 
of the saints. 

We can say with the saints: “The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced!” However,…However…. 
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Tomorrow is a hard place to get to, and we aren’t there yet. 

There are dreams God has for us that we haven’t gotten to yet. And maybe we thought we’d be there by now. 
Maybe we’re starting to feel a little discouraged. Maybe we are anxious about going forward with- out the 
presence of some of the saints. 

Can we just be honest about this? 

Maybe we look around and we’re about the same size we were a year ago, and we look around at each other 
and think about all the dreams we have for the congregation – all that we really truly feel God is calling us to do 
– and we kind of wonder where all those new people are who were going to come and do it all. Better yet – if 
we’re really being honest – where are all those new people who were going to come and pay for it all? 

That’s the kicker, isn’t it? 

A year ago, we might be thinking, we were looking ahead to tomorrow and all that God had promised us, and 
now it is tomorrow, or really today, and we’re looking ahead to the next tomorrow and wondering how all that 
is going to happen. 

So, yes. We’ve got some work to do. We’ve got to do be intentional about inviting people in; if we think we have 
something important to share here, nobody is going to know that unless we tell them. We’ve got to be on the 
lookout for ways to serve our community, and we’ve got to be ready to respond, and give in new ways. We’ve 
got to think about how we use the gifts of our leaders so that we all don’t get so burned out running the 
organization of the church that we don’t have time to be the church. We’ve got to commit to each other that we 
are going to live into the future of this church, and we’ve got to do it in part for all the saints who did it for us. 

The hope God promises us is not just the future hope of banquet feasts of rich food on holy mountains with well-
aged wines. It is that, but it is also a promise that there is a little bit of tomorrow – our God- promised tomorrow 
– in our every day. It’s a promise that every day, in every moment, God is rolling away that stone that keeps us 
inside wrapped up in whatever cloths are binding us, and every moment, that tomb is opened and God is peering 
in and saying in a loud voice – if only we could hear – “Come out!” 

Because something happens there. We do not know what and we need not fully understand, but some- thing 
happens there at the edge of that tomb when the stone is pushed away (and we are right to think of another 
tomb, another stone rolled away…) Today we are have stood near the edge of the tomb of the saints whom we 
loved and honored. We can hear some of their voices calling to us today. The saints call us not only to some 
heavenly reality but to a faithful tomorrow. Something happens there that moves us from yesterday to 
tomorrow, and we stand here today, changed by what happens there, because we know, now, that the promise 
is true. That there is hope, not just for tomorrow, but for today. 

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoice! 
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You Must Be Kidding!  By Skip Moen  
June 27, 2011 

“To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.” 
 1 Corinthians 1:2 NASB 

Saints – How is it possible, how is it even conceivable that Paul would call the motley crew of Corinth 
saints? These people are a mess. Incest, perversion, quarrels, illness, heresies, rancor – you name it, 
they exhibit it. These people are about as far from being holy ones as we could imagine. Paul must be 
crazy, right? 

Perhaps we can make some headway by noticing that the words “sanctified” and “saints” are 
connected. “Saints” is hagios. “Sanctified” is from the verb hagiazo. Both are part of the Alpha- 
Gamma family of Greek words, all connected to the idea of holiness. Procksch makes the important 
point that “in the usage in the Bible we must everywhere recognize the Semitic background”[1] of 
these Greek terms, that is, the Hebrew word kodesh. What does it mean to be “holy” in Hebrew? Our 
usual Greek explanation is “set aside, separated.” But the Hebrew idea is richer. Kodesh is not merely 
about moral or ethical behavior. It is about God taking possession of us. It is about surrender, 
dedication and consecration. In Heschel’s terms, it is about awe and wonder in the presence of God. 
We are mistaken if we think that holiness is a synonym for morality. It is not. In fact, in Hebrew kodesh 
has no Hebrew synonyms. It is a cultic term for total abandonment to God based on actions initiated 
by God for God. Moral and ethical behaviors are by-products of kodesh, not the purpose of kodesh. This 
is why it is possible to be a “good” person and still not be hagios-kodesh. And this is why it is possible to 
be a mess and still be hagios-kodesh. 

Now let’s look at the assembly in Corinth (the word “church” causes some problems too, but we will 
ignore them). Were these people brought into the presence of the Holy God? Yes. Did God call them 
to Himself? Yes. Did God take possession (ownership) of them? Yes.  Does “sanctified” mean that they 
are morally upright and pure now? No. Does it mean that this will be the natural by-product of God’s 
purposes? Yes. It is important to realize that kodesh is atypical Hebrew. It is not about actions. It is 
about a state of being. In other words, Paul’s statement is proleptic. He writes to the assembly of 
Corinth from the perspective of what they will eventually become behaviorally, not because they will 
work to achieve that end but because God will faithfully produce that end. From this perspective, they 
are saints in progress. Their task is consecration. God will do all the rest. But from God’s perspective, 
they are already His possession and therefore, they are right now kodesh. 

Distinguishing the Hebraic senses of hagios-kodesh is crucial for interpretation of this text. Without 
this background, we might wrongly conclude that behavior doesn’t matter when it comes to being 
called saints. Obviously, it matters a great deal, but it is not a matter of earning sainthood but rather 
responding to the God who owns us. 

As far as I can tell, Paul might as well have been writing to the assembly in Montverde, Dayton, Phoenix, 
Seattle, Taipei, Singapore, Melbourne or Kroonstad. We who have been drawn out by the power of 
the Lord are experiencing kodesh, the presence of the One who calls. We know awe, not because we 
have achieved it but because it has overwhelmed us. We are nevertheless a mess. But God only works 
with garbage. Garbage in – hagios out. It’s a miracle. 

It seems rather pointless to proclaim that Paul excuses our mess simply because he sees us as we will 
become. That ignores everything we know about obedience. But God always starts what He finishes 
and in this case, He has started the finished work of you and me – and the motley crew in Corinth. 
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God’s Living Will 
(Ephesians 1, Luke 6) 
Richard J. Hull II 
 
In the spring of 1969 during my junior year in college I served as a student interim pastor of a rural church. One 
Sunday I made some comment about accepting that death is part of life. A nursing student in that congregation 
called me the next week and asked me to participate on a panel of experts to talk about what we now call “the 
right to die”. 

There I was, twenty years old, on stage with a compassionate nun, an experienced priest and a medical doctor 
talking about medical matters and matters of life and death as if I had some idea of what I was talking about. I 
didn’t. 

I would no more today speak on such a panel in public than I would discuss rocket science. It isn’t that I know 
less than I did then. I now know how much I don’t know. 

The issue back then was sustaining life on a respirator; to turn it off or not to turn it off; that was the question. 
Over the years that issue has been fairly well resolved. Respirators are used well to bridge a person from illness 
to health but most of us have come to accept that sometimes life should be allowed to take its course even if 
that course is death. 

This whole issue has created a new legal document that is commonly called a “Living Will”. They read something 
like this: 

“I Willfully and voluntarily make known my desire that my dying not be artificially pronged under the 
circumstances set forth and if my attending or treating physician and another consulting physician have 
determined that there is no reasonable medical probability of my recovery from such condition I direct life 
prolonging procedures be withheld or withdrawn when the application of such procedures would serve only to 
prolong artificially the process of dying…..” 

Many of us who are gathered here today, remembering loved ones, faced these issues in the past year or two. 
Coming here today brings us joy as we rejoice in memories of that loved one and hope as we celebrate Christ’s 
victory over death. But let’s be honest, a tear of sadness returns also. We are to be commended for the days and 
months even years of grieving that we have endured. We have cast our burden upon the Lord, and he has 
sustained us. Tears and sadness are part of God’s care. They are ex- pressions of love. 

Perhaps the death that you faced was a difficult one. If you were aided in any of your decisions by a pastor, a 
friend a doctor a, tell someone about it. And if your loved one had a living will, legally signed or discussed 
intimately with you, tell people about that also. 

A will, any will, is a device to describe how we want things to go in the future. 

In addition to “living wills” that strive to direct our “end of life” future we also have a “property” wills which tell 
how we want our resources distributed among our heirs in the future. If you don’t have a “property” will, get 
one! In this age of anti-government sentiment, the fact is that if you don’t have 

a will and you leave assets the government will decide how they are distributed. And I urge you to consider the 
church in your will. We have celebrated the endowment funds of this congregation today, funds created by saints 
of this congregation. Thanks to the saints our church’s mission has prospered through those funds. 
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But, in addition to living and property wills then there is what I would call our “personal” will. A personal will is 
an attempt to control things in the future over which we have no real control. You often hear sports casters talk 
about an athlete’s “will to win.” Bobby Knight the infamous Indiana Basketball coach used to say, “everyone has 
a will to win, what most people lack is a will to practice”. 

In the book of Ephesians, we hear Paul describe a way of understanding what could be called “God’s Living Will”. 
God has a will; an intent, a desire. And that will is made known according to chapter 1, “In Christ”. Some dozen 
times in one chapter, the author uses the phrase, “In Christ”. 

Before we look at that passage let me quickly summarize: 

Leslie Weatherhead made three distinctions about the will of God 

God’s Intentional Will -- God’s desire and dream for all creation 

God’s Circumstantial Will -- God’s adaptations when circumstances change 

God’s Ultimate Will -- toward which God moves in all circumstances 

Read Ephesians 1 and Comment begin with v. 5 

God destined us for adoption as God’s children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of God’s 
will. 

God’s will, (because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ I call it God’s living will). was that we be God’s children,  

The people in Ephesus and also, you and me. 

When my children were born my wife and I created a will that said if something happened to us Linda’s sister 
would be their guardian. If that had happened a judge would have made sure our will was carried out. So, God’s 
will that we be God’s children was carried out by Jesus; Jesus is in a sense the trustee of God’s will. 

To the praise of God’s glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the beloved. God’s will that we be God’s 
children was by grace. 

We don’t earn our inheritance, it is given by God’s kindness, grace 

This is the way it is all wills. What we inherit is by the grace of the benefactor. 

The means of grace, the way God’s will was carried out was through Christ. By Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection. 

Next Ephesians provides several references now to what has happened in Christ. 

In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses. Redemption and forgiveness, 
similar but not the same. 

Redemption: Set free, a slave granted freedom, was redeemed, slave could be bought and declared to no longer be a 
slave. We could say that we have been slaves to sin and have been bought by blood. 

Forgiveness: One can be a free person yet bound by past. A prisoner set free still has a record that can be used 
against him. Forgiveness overcomes the past. 
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Let me explain it in terms of inheriting stocks that have a growth in value. 

Bought Company: ABC for $100, and it is now worth $1,000 

If you were to sell that stock, it would be a redemption, so it had usable worth. 

However, under current tax laws you would owe on the $900 of profit or capital gain. 

However, if you die and your child inherits the stock, they receive at what is called the stepped-up value or at 
$1,000. 

No one owes tax on the $900. Your death forgives the tax that is due if the stock is redeemed. 

By the way this is a good way to make gifts to the church 

Christianity talks about the will of God this way. Jesus is the expression of the will 

Jesus both redeemed us and made us useful 

And forgave us, responsibility for our “past taxes” is overcome. 

9. Jesus has made known to us the mystery of God’s will, …set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time: 
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

God has shown us God’s will, intention, in Christ 

In Christ we have a plan for all time, and it is to gather up all things to God 

Author understands that we might think Christ is all about me. I’m saved, I’m redeemed, I’m forgiven 

We need to remember we are but one of the heirs of the living will of God. 

God’s plan is to include all things. We are to be In Christ… 

Don’t forget Luke 6: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you 

Give to everyone who begs from you 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

We see that it’s not about me it is about God. 

10 In Christ we have obtained an inheritance 

The passage continues the metaphor of adoption as children. 

One thing we get when we become a child is an inheritance. 

I’m an only child. I got it all. My parents were gracious. 

But my inheritance was distributed long before my parent’s death. 

Because of Christ’s death, by which we become God’s children we are already receiving the inheritance. A 
difference is being made now. 
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I always understood that my inheritance from my parents was already paying dividends before they died. 

When my kids were small and I was earning a modest starting pastor’s salary, I had a sense that my inheritance 
was already in place. 

If something would have happened to me, my parents would have seen to it that my kids were taken care of, 
they would have had a home, and food and money for college. 

The inheritance had value long before I received it. 

We have been adopted as Children of Christ and we are already receiving the benefit of our inheritance. 

In verse 14 it is called the pledge of our inheritance. 

Knowing that we inherit the promise of life eternal makes a difference in our life here and now. 

I spend no time worrying about what happens to me when I die. 

God’s living will experience in the resurrection of Jesus has provided me an eternal hope. 

And that hope keeps me from anxiety today and frees me to live in the way of Christ. I am already receiving my 
inheritance 

13. In Christ we have received the word of truth and been marked by the Holy Spirit. When somebody dies their 
will has to be handled properly. 

A process is followed to confirm that the document is in good order, 

Uncontested, that it is true then it is properly sealed or recorded, 

Filed in the office of the clerk. 

Ephesians declares the Will of God is authenticated by the word of truth. Sealed or marked by the Holy Spirit. 

God’s will is God’s destiny for us. God has made a living will. Like every will it needed a witness. 

That witness is the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit affirms God has signed a living will for us. 

The Holy Spirit sees that the will has been signed properly and that God’s mark is on God’s will and it is clear 

And God’s mark is the mark of a cross. The Cross becomes the signature on God’s Living Will 
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Children’s Sermons 
Video: All Saints Day for Kids16   
 
This mp4 movie file is imbedded in this document. There is no need for internet access to play it. Your computer 
must have the ability to play mp4 files.  
 

 
 
Or, click the picture to link, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcPXns6gilk 

 
  

 
16 Defining Grace YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcPXns6gilk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcPXns6gilk
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Saint Children  
(Matthew 18:3) Richard J. Hull II 
 
Good morning. I am glad again that we have some time together. Today is a special day in our church. Of course, 
every day is special when we can be together. But some days are more special than others. 

Christmas is a special day at church. Easter is a special day at church. Today is called All Saints Day. Can you say 
that with me? All Saints Day. 

Did you know that you are a saint? A saint, in the Bible is what people in the church called each other. “I am a 
saint, you are a saint, we are all saints together.” Saints in the Bible are those who seek to follow Jesus. So, you 
see, I think you must be a saint because I know you try to follow Jesus: loving God, neighbor and even your 
enemies. 

But sometimes you will hear somebody called “Saint So and So.” Like the city near us, St. Augustine, it is named 
after one the saints in the church who lived a long time ago and he provided us a lot of help in talking about God 
and Jesus and church. Or maybe you have friends who go the St. Matthew’s Church. It is named after one of 
Jesus’ disciples named Matthew. Sometimes famous people who did wonderful things get called saints. 

And sometimes at church you might hear someone talk about someone who died. They might say, “He was a real 
saint”; or “She was such a saint.” This is a way of remembering someone that we really liked who followed Jesus. 

Today we are remembering some saints in our church. We are remembering people who died in the last year. 
Do you ever know anyone who has died? Maybe a grandparent, or a neighbor? Some you may remember (name) 
who died a few months ago. I know (name) always liked to see the children. (name) thought you were saints. 

When someone dies, we usually feel sad. Sometimes we cry. Maybe you have seen your parents cry when 
someone died. We cry because we loved those who died. And because they were saints, because they tried to 
follow Jesus and helped us to follow Jesus, we do things to honor them. We have a special worship service called 
a funeral or memorial service. Sometimes we give special gifts in their honor to the church or some other 
program. And today, we will remember them by reading their names in worship. See this paper, from the 
bulletin? Their names are listed there. 

When I remember the saints, I remember the ways they showed me how to follow Jesus and I give thanks. And I 
give thanks every week for the ways you show me how to follow Jesus. You are Jesus saints, yes children are 
Jesus saints, and Jesus knew you would be and he told adults, “become like children to enter God’s kingdom.” 

Saint Children, please pray with me. 
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Supplementary information 
Saints Word Study  by Church Restoration  

 
Hebrew: chasid = kind, pious 
godosh = set apart, separate, holy gaddish = set apart, separate, holy godesh = separation, holiness 
Greek: hagios = set apart, separate, holy 
 
OLD TESTAMENT: 

1. Deuteronomy 33:2,3“The Lord came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for 
them. Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand:  and they sat down at thy feet; everyone shall 
receive of thy words.”  
I Samuel 2:9 “He will keep the feet of his saints.” 

2. II Chronicles 6:41 “Let thy saints rejoice in goodness.” 
3. Psalms 16:3 “But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.” 
4. Psalms 30:4 “Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.” 
5. Psalms 31:23 “O love the Lord, all ye his saints: for the Lord preserveth the faithful.” 
6. Psalms 34:9 “O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is not want to them that fear him.” 
7. Psalms 37:28 “For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever:” 
8. Psalms 50:5 “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” 
9. Psalms 52:9 “I will praise thee forever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good 

before thy saints.” 
10. Psalms 85:8 “I will hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his 

saints: but let them not turn again to folly.” 
11. Psalms 89:5,7 “And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Lord: thy faithfulness also in the congregation 

of the saints. God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all 
them that are about him.” 

12. Psalms 97:10 “Ye that love the Lord, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints: he delivereth them out 
of the hand of the wicked.” 

13. Psalms 106:16 “They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the Lord.” 
14. Psalms 116:15 “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
15. Psalms 132:9,16 “Let thy saints shout for joy. Her saints shall shout aloud for joy.” 
16. Psalms 145:10 “All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee.” 
17. Psalms 148:14 “He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of 

Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the Lord.” 
18. Psalms 149:1,5-9 “Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise in the congregation of 

saints. Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praise of God be in 
their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and 
punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron. To 
execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord.” 

19. Proverbs 2:8 “He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.” 
20. Daniel 7:18,21-22,25,27 “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 

for ever, even for ever and ever. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed 
against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and 
the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. And he shall speak great words against the most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose 
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kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” 
21. Daniel 8:13 “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, 

How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?” 

22. Hosea 11:12 “But Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.” 
23. Zechariah 14:5 “And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” 

 
NEW TESTAMENT: 

1. Matthew 27:52 “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came 
out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.” 

2. Acts 9:13 “Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done 
to thy saints at Jerusalem:” 

3. Acts 9:32,41 “And it came to pass, as Peter passed througho0ut all quarters, he came down also to the 
saints which dwelt at Lydda. And he gave her his hand, and lifted her  up, and when he had called the saints 
and widows, presented her alive.” 

4. Acts 26:10 “And many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; 
and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.” 

5. Romans 1:7 “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.” 
6. Romans 8:27 “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 

intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” 
7. Romans 12:13 “Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.” 
8. Romans 15:25,26,31 “But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased them of 

Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. That I 
may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem 
may be accepted of the saints;” 

9. Romans 16:2 “That ye receive Phebe in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever 
business she hath need of you: for she hath been succour of many, and of myself also.” 

10. Romans 16:15 “Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints which 
are with them.” 

11. I Corinthians 1:2 “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours.” 

12. I Corinthians 6:1-2 “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not 
before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?” 

13. I Corinthians 14:33 “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 
14. I Corinthians 16:1 “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 

Galatia, even so do ye.” 
15. I Corinthians 16:15 “I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of 

Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.)” 
16. II Corinthians 1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the 

church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:” 
17. II Corinthians 8:4 “Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive thy gift, and take upon us the 

fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” 
18. II Corinthians 9:1,12 “For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: 

For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God;” 

19. II Corinthians 13:13 “All the saints salute you.” 
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20. Ephesians 1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to 
the faithful in Christ Jesus:” 

21. Ephesians 1:15-16 “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;” 

22. Ephesians 1:18 “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” 

23. Ephesians 2:19 “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God.” 

24. Ephesians 3:8,18 “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; May  be able  to comprehend with all saints what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

25. Ephesians 4:11-12 “ And he gave some apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ:” 

26. Ephesians 5:3 “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints;” 

27. Ephesians 6:18 “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance and supplication for all saints;” 

28. Philippians 1:1 “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are 
at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:” 

29. Philippians 4:21-22 “Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you. All the 
saints salute you.” 

30. Colossians 1:2,4,12,26 “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints. Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Even the mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:” 

31. I Thessalonians 3:13 “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even 
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 

32. II Thessalonians 1:10 “When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe.” 

33. I Timothy 5:10 “Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged 
strangers, if she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently 
followed every good work.” 

34. Philemon 5,7 “Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints. 
For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, 
brother.” 

35. Hebrews 6:10 “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed 
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

36. Hebrews 13:24 “Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you.” 
37. Jude 3,14 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for 

me to write unto you, exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints.” 

38. Revelation 5:8 “And when he had taken the book, and four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 
saints.” 
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39. Revelations 8:3-4 “And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was 
given unto him much incense, and he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, 
ascended up before god out of the angel’s hand.” 

40. Revelation 11:18 “The nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shoudest destroy them which destroy the earth.” 

41. Revelation 13:7,10 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and 
power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 

42. Revelations 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus.” 

43. Revelations 15:3 “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of god, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” 

44. Revelations 16:6 “For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to 
drink; for they are worthy.” 

45. Revelations 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” 

46. Revelations 18:24 “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain 
upon the earth.” 

47. Revelations 19:8 “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the 
fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

48. Revelation 20:9 “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 
about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” 
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Merriam-Webster 
saint 
noun 
\ ˈsānt , before a name (ˌ)sānt or sənt\ 
1: one officially recognized especially through canonization as preeminent for holiness —abbreviation 
St. 
2 a: one of the spirits of the departed in heaven, b : angel sense 1a 
3 a: one of God's chosen and usually Christian people, b capitalized: a member of any of various 
Christian bodies specifically : latter-day saint  
4: one eminent for piety or virtue 
5: an illustrious predecessor saint 
 
verb 
\ ˈsānt \ 
sainted; sainting; saints  
transitive verb: to recognize or designate as a saint specifically: canonize 
 
Other Words from saint 
Noun  saintdom \ ˈsānt-dəm \ noun saintlike \ ˈsānt-ˌlīk \ adjective 
 
Examples of saint in a Sentence 
Noun: He was declared a saint in the fifth century. The salesperson was a saint for putting up with 
them.  
 
First Known Use of saint 
Noun: 13th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1  
Verb: 13th century, in the meaning defined above 
 
English Language Learners Definition of saint 
: a person who is officially recognized by the Christian church as being very holy because of the way he 
or she lived 
: a person who is very good, kind, or patient 
 
History and Etymology for saint 
Noun: Middle English, from Anglo-French seint, saint, from Late Latin sanctus, from Latin, sacred, from 
past participle of sancire to make sacred 
 
Phrases Related to saint 
have the patience of a saint 
 
Kids Definition of saint 
: a good and holy person and especially one who in the Christian church is declared to be worthy of 
special honor 
: a person who is very good, helpful, or patient. You were a saint for helping me all day.  
  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/angel
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/canonize
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HYMNS 

711 For all the Saints 
Text by William Walsham How (1864), Music composed by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams (1906)  

 
711 For All the Saints.mid

 
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
who to the world by faith their Lord confessed, 
your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
you, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight, 
and in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 May all your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 
fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
and win with them the victor's crown of gold. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one within your great design. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
5 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
far off we hear the distant triumph song; 
and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
  

Bulletin Blurb: After the great “Hall of 
Faith” passage in Hebrews 11, the 
writer to the Hebrews calls the saints 
who are still on earth to emulate 
those who have gone before: 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set 
before us …” (Hebrews 12:1, ESV). 
What were the accomplishments of 
this “great cloud of witnesses?” They 
“… conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, obtained promises, … 
quenched the power of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, were made 
strong out of weakness …” (Hebrews 
11:33-34, ESV). That sounds rather 
glamorous! But “Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were 
killed with the sword” (Hebrews 
11:36-37, ESV). What a contrast! 
 
The stanzas of the hymn “For All the 
Saints” describe the common life of all 
the saints: the credit due to Jesus 
Christ for drawing us all to Him, the 
strength and guidance we continue to 
draw from Him, our joint communion 
in Christ, the continuing struggle 
against evil, and the coming day when 
the dead shall rise and we shall all 
worship together before God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. No matter 
what path each of us travels, we all 
will enjoy the same glorious eternal 
life. 
 
Hymnary.org 
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707 Hymn of Promise 
Music and text by Natalie Sleeth (1986) 

707.mid
 

1 In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
2 There's a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there's a dawn in every darkness 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
3 In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

 
  

Bulletin Blurb:1  “In the bulb there is a 
flower” was written in 1985 as Natalie 
Thomas pondered life and death, 
spring and winter, Good Friday and 
Easter. A dinner guest shared a work 
by TS Eliot that contained the phrase 
“In our end is our beginning,” inspiring 
the Thomas to create the composition.  

 
There are many biblical references 
throughout the text. The seeds and 
flowers refer to creation in Genesis 1 
and the parables of the sower and the 
mustard see in the Gospels. Songs of 
Moses and Miriam, David and Hannah, 
Mary and Simeon mix with waiting in 
silence for God (Psalm 62: 1,5). 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 points us to the God 
who has “put a sense of past and 
future” into our minds. The mystery of 
Jesus Christ and of God’s involvement 
in our mere mortal lives echoes Psalm 
8 and 1 Timothy 3:16. Stanza three 
takes its beginning from the last book 
of the Bible, Revelation 21:6: “I am the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end.” Like the father in Mark 9 and 
Thomas the disciple (John 20), we are 
called to have belief in the midst of our 
doubt. United with Christ in death, we 
are also united with him in the 
resurrection (Romans 6:5). The Greek 
term mysterion, used in the early 
church in regard to baptism and 
Eucharist, suggests some of the 
meaning of the refrain: that which is 
now unrevealed, of which we only 
catch a glimpse, that which “now we 
see in a mirror dimly.” We know that 
something is there to be understood 
and grasped, yet the self-revealing of 
God, know as mysterion, happens in 
God’s time, at the right season 
(Ecclesiastes 3 and 1 Corinthians 13). 
 
Wallace 
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723  Shall we gather at the river 
Music and text by Robert Lowry (1864)  

723 Shall we gather at the river.mid
 

 
1 Shall we gather at the river, 
Where bright angel feet have trod; 
With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain: 
Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river; 
Gather with the saints at the river 
That flows by the throne of God. 
 
2 On the margin of the river, 
Washing up its silver spray, 
We will walk and worship ever, 
All the happy golden day. [Refrain] 
 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, 
Lay we ev'ry burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, 
And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain] 
 
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
With the melody of peace. [Refrain] 
 
  

Bulletin Blurb: Robert Lowry wrote this 
hymn after meditating on a picture of 
heaven in Revelation 22:1-2a, “Then 
the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb through the middle of the street 
of the city” (ESV). After contemplating 
the question “Shall we gather at the 
river?” the answer came to him in 
faith, “Yes, we'll gather at the river.” 
 
Hymnary.org 
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557 Blest be the tie that binds 
Text John Fawcett (1782), music by Dennis (Nageli) 

 

557 Blest be the tie that binds.mid
 

 
1 Blest be the tie that binds  
our hearts in Christian love;  
the fellowship of kindred minds  
is like to that above.  
 
2 Before our Father's throne  
we pour our ardent prayers;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,  
our comforts and our cares.  
 
3 We share our mutual woes,  
our mutual burdens bear,  
and often for each other flows  
the sympathizing tear.  
 
4 When we are called to part,  
it gives us inward pain;  
but we shall still be joined in heart,  
and hope to meet again.  
 
5 This glorious hope revives  
our courage by the way;  
while each in expectation lives  
and waits to see the day.  
 
6 From sorrow, toil, and pain,  
and sin, we shall be free;  
and perfect love and friendship reign  
through all eternity.  

  

1Bulletin Blurb: This hymn begins by 
stating that the body of Christ is bound 
together by love. The second and third 
stanzas of this hymn elaborate on the 
idea of suffering and rejoicing together, 
and the hymn concludes with the hope 
that this unity will not be permanently 
broken by death or parting. These 
themes are found in a lengthy passage in 
one of Paul's letters. He closed a short 
section on the unity and diversity of the 
body of Christ with this thought: “If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice 
together. Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually members of it” (1 
Cor. 12:26-27 ESV). A few verses later, 
he began the great chapter on love (1 
Cor. 13). 
 
Hymnary.org 
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480  O Love that wilt not let me go 
Text by George Matheson (1882), Music by St. Margaret 

480 O Love that wilt not let me go.mid
 

 
1 O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 
2 O Light that follow'st all my way, 
I yield my flick'ring torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 
may brighter, fairer be. 
 
3 O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow thro' the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain 
that morn shall tearless be. 
 
4 O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms red, 
life that shall endless be. 
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526 What a friend we have in Jesus 
Text by Josesph Medlicott Scriven (1855), Music by Converse 
 

526 What a friend we have in Jesus.mid
 

 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 
 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 
 
 
  

Bulletin Blurb:  The life of Joseph M. 
Scriven, the author of this text, was 
hard and filled with tragedy. At a young 
age he had to give up his military 
ambitions due to poor health. Things 
were looking up as he prepared to be 
married, but on the eve before his 
wedding, his fiancée died tragically in a 
drowning accident. Scriven moved to 
Rice Lake, Ontario, and was soon to be 
wed again. His second fiancée, 
however, also died suddenly from an 
illness shortly before the wedding. 
With no job in a hard economy, Scriven 
had to live with friends and 
acquaintances. His volunteer work 
with the impoverished and sickly as he 
tried to live as closely to the Sermon on 
the Mount as possible was frowned 
upon by those friends, however, and 
they quickly disassociated themselves 
from him. Penniless and alone, Scriven 
was later found drowned in Rice Lake. 

It’s a tragic story and, like all 
tragedies, hard to make sense of. And 
yet, God still works in and through our 
stories and losses to fulfill His 
purposes. Shortly after Scriven moved 
to Ontario, it’s said he wrote the text 
“What a Friend” to send back to his 
mother in Ireland to comfort her in a 
time of sorrow. After its publication, a 
neighbor asked if Scriven really did 
write it, and he replied, “The Lord and 
I did it between us” (Lutheran Hymnal 
Handbook). As one of the best-known 
hymns of comfort, it is certain that 
the Lord used Scriven to bless many in 
their own times of sorrow. 

Hymnary.org 
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57  Oh for a thousand tongues 
By Charles Wesley 
 

57 Oh for a thousand tongues.mid
 

 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread thro' all the earth abroad 
the honors of your name. 
 
3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease, 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life and health and peace. 
 
4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean; 
his blood availed for me. 
 
5 To God all glory, praise, and love 
be now and ever given 
by saints below and saints above, 
the Church in earth and heaven. 
 

  

Bulletin Blurb:  “If I had a thousand 
tongues, I would praise Christ with 
them all.” So said Peter Böhler to 
Charles Wesley, inspiring the first line 
of the classic hymn, “Oh, for a 
thousand tongues to sing, my great 
Redeemer’s praise” (Psalter Hymnal 
Handbook.) Written to celebrate the 
one-year anniversary of Charles’ 
conversion to Christianity, this 
declaration of Christ’s power and 
victory in his own life, rich in Biblical 
imagery of the Kingdom of God, 
becomes our own hymn of praise. We 
stand with the angels before the 
throne of God, lifting our voices as one 
church to glorify the one who “bids our 
sorrows cease.” 

And yet, we also sing in the 
knowledge that the Kingdom of God is 
not yet fully realized. We proclaim 
Christ’s victory as a declaration of 
hope that we will see Christ reign over 
all. We stand with the voiceless, the 
lame, the prisoner, and the sorrowing, 
and lift our song of expectation. 

Hymnary.org 
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Brochures and other Handouts 
 

Sample Bequest Language 
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Year End Giving 2018 
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Year End Giving 2019  
Coming soon 
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The Future is What You Make It 
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Will your Will be Known? 

 

 
  



   
 

68 
©2019 Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation, Inc. 

MountainSkyUMF.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for using this All Saints Day & Bequest Giving Invitation Reference Guide. 
 
 

We are open to your suggestions, especially additions of sermon materials or other topics that will help 
enhance this information. 

 
 

May you be blessed with the wisdom of the saints that came before you, 
stood in your shoes, 

and carried the good news of Jesus Christ for all. 
 

 
 

Mountain Sky United Methodist Foundation 
7350 E. Progress Place, Suite 205 

Greenwood Village, Colorado 80111 
 

Phone 303-778-6370 
Fax 303-777-6292 

info@MountainSkyUMF.org  
www.MountainSkyUMF.org 

 
 

Our mission is to help churches fund and support ministry and mission in this generation and the next.  
We do this through cultivation and conservation of endowments, socially responsible investing,  

planned giving facilitation, and loans. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mountainskyumf.org/
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