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2 Third Sunday in Advent

CANDLE LIGHTING
Light the third (pink) candle.

CALL TO WORSHIP

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him
while he is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and
the unrighteous their thoughts.

Let them return to the Lord, and he will have mercy on
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.”
(Isaiah 55:6-7 NIV)

Today we gather here, drawn by the gracious invitation
of our Lord, as we wait in this season of Advent, looking
to the light of Christ. Let us open our hearts to the Lord,
fixing our eyes on the grace of God, who brings light
even in the midst of darkness. With gratitude and joy, let
us worship our holy and glorious God.

OPENING PRAYER

Holy and merciful God, though we are unworthy to be
called your children, you have called us your own. We
give you thanks for the immeasurable grace that sent
your only Son, Jesus Christ, to save us from the shadow
of sin and death.

As we remember the humility of our Lord, who left the
glory of heaven and came to dwell in the lowest places
of this earth, help us, during this season of Advent
waiting, to humble our hearts before you and joyfully
welcome your presence.

Receive this worship we offer with all our hearts, minds,
and strength. Through our songs, our prayers, and the
proclamation of your Word, may you alone be glorified.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Redeemer. Amen.

*HYMN
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (United Methodist
Hymnal, 196)

RESPONSIVE READING
Psalm 126:1-6 (NRSV Adapted)

Leader: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
Congregation: We were like those who dreamed.

Leader: Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
Congregation: And our tongue with shouts of joy.
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Leader: Then it was said among the nations,
Congregation: “The Lord has done great things for
them.”

Leader: The Lord has done great things for us,
Congregation: And we rejoiced.

Leader: Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the streams
in the Negeb.
Congregation: May those who sow in tears reap with
shouts of joy.

Leader: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for
sowing,

Congregation: Shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth;

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.

From there he shall come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*HYMN: GLORIA PATRI
“Glory Be to the Father” (United Methodist Hymnal,
70)

PRAYER

Gracious and Holy God,

Today we light the third candle of Advent, waiting with
hope and longing for the coming of our Lord.

Though our streets are bright with lights, the darkness
within our hearts has not yet lifted.
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In the midst of our busyness and anxiety, our souls
hunger for deep rest.

The world remains cold, and those who weep still find
no comfort.

The loneliness remains unseen,

and we confess that we have failed to care for our
neighbors who suffer through long, sleepless nights.
We admit that we have often ignored the one who came
in weakness and humility—

the Christ who came to dwell among the least of these—
because life felt too hard or we were too distracted.

As you once said, “The Son of Man has no place to lay
his head,”

we pray that, in this world where you still struggle to
find welcome,

we might become your dwelling place.

Let this season of Advent not stop at words,

but move through our lives as living testimony.

May our faith be more than confession—may it become
compassion.

Teach us to follow the love of Christ, who is near to the
brokenhearted,

and make us instruments of peace and bearers of
comfort.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, we pray.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 2:1-12

Suggested Additional Scripture
Psalm 126, Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24, John 1:6-8, 19-28

SPECIAL MUSIC
SERMON

*HYMN
“In the Bleak Midwinter” (United Methodist Hymnal,
221)

*SENNDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, today we have lit
the candle of yoy, proclaiming that the coming of our
Lord is near.

The world may still be filled with darkness and
uncertainty, but true joy 1is not found in our
circumstances— it is found in Jesus Christ alone. Now,
as we open the doors of this sanctuary and go out into



L IZo| Xfz|OjCt 7|&o| 2= MSIH ArOFZHA|LCEH the world, let us carry the light of hope to every place of
CIA| @4l Z=LIS 7|CE|H ©3[o| Ao 2 7|&o| & despair anq the song of joy to every place of SOITOW.
o5 moisAL} As we wait for the Lord who will come again, let our
= o= very lives bear witness to the good news of great joy.
o HH O N
Age 2o gE 7185 FA7] 2o 2Atel & And now, may the boundless grace of our Lord Jesus
2 Y1 Q4 o Ag|Aako| otgls 282F 22|29  Christ, who came in human form to bring us true joy,
200} 7|E2 E0A|T kI 2|2 Ot} [A|E 5 the unfailing love of God the Father, who hears our
LYo DRs}AI AFZHI} CZbE of 7|CHe 20iM 23 longings and prayers and comes to meet us, and the

comforting fellowship of the Holy Spirit, who plants joy
in our hearts during this Advent season and empowers
FA= d8 StLtdel Izt S350l 2= 0|20 us to live as witnesses of joy, be with all who have
M O|HIEZ|D 7|&o| 1S Z 1 MAF 202 Ltojzp  worshiped here today, and now go into the world

= RE NZol IS0 JhMTF AL Qo) O|K|EE o carrying the light of joy into their homes, workplaces,
f their li fi hi forth
o= SHBIAIZ|Z 7HE3| A2 LI0|Ct Of and every part of their lives, from this day forth and

forevermore. Amen.
*HAZF Qe Ro|l= & 5= o A A ojuisict.  *Please stand where indicated.

YR M W FL0H= ot=0{et AN E ABSt= 2ES fIT otB0jHl Xt2= O|4| FALEHO| AMELICE Of
Ot = ot=0] 2Tt O 2|F0| 2 HHIES I Ar8E == UL, 2t 3|F0| Wz HIER M= AMgE = USLIC
Kangwon Lee wrote this order of Third Sunday in Advent for a bilingual Korean-English congregation. This service can be

used when the Korean-speaking and the English-speaking members worship together, and it can also be used when each
worships separately.

Rev. Dr. Kangwon Lee holds a Bachelor of Arts in Theology from Seoul Theological Seminary and a Th.M. from Methodist
Theological Seminary. He earned a Doctor of Ministry from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. He was
ordained as an elder in the California-Nevada Conference and currently serves at Jesus Love United Methodist Church in
Cupertino.

Bible verses marked NIV are from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.




