422408 Good Friday Service
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Today, we walk the path of the one who was despised
and rejected. We remember the one who bore our
burdens in silence, who, like a lamb led to the
slaughter, suffered without a word. By his wounds, we

are given peace.

Today, there are no cheers, no miracles—only the
crucified Lord, who loved to the very end. His

vulnerable love still calls us today.

So now, let us come to this place of silence. Let us stand
before his wounds and enter into the deep mystery of

his love.

HYMN
“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”
(United Methodist Hymnal, 288)

THE PASSION ON THE CROSS

Seven candles are placed in a line beneath the cross at
the front. Readers are chosen to match each role and

read aloud accordingly.

PartI - The Arrest (John 18:1-11)

Leader: That night, he prayed.

Even as the disciples slept, he held us close in
unceasing love. In the shadows, with swords and
torches and fury, they came to seize him.

Quietly, yet boldly, the Lord met them.

Reader 1 (Jesus):

“Iam he. If you are looking for me, then let these men

»

go.

Reader 2 (Soldier): “They bound Jesus and led him

away.”
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(After the reading, extinguish the first candle. A short
moment of silence follows with quiet instrumental
music or song.)

Part II — Silence of Peter (John 18:15-27)

Leader: By the fire’s glow that night, the first to
collapse was the promise of loyalty.

Peter, who had vowed to follow, whose lips once
confessed love, now crumbles in silence.

Reader 1 (Peter): “I... I do not know the man.”

Leader: At that moment, the rooster crowed.

(Extinguish the second candle. Silence and soft

instrumental music follow.)

Part III — Truth in Silence (John 18:28-40)

Leader: In the courtroom of dawn, the world tried to

judge Truth. But Truth made no reply.

Reader 1 (Pilate): “What is truth?”

Leader: He asked but had no heart to hear.

He left only the question and turned away.

(Extinguish the third candle. Silence and quiet music

follow.)

Part IV - The King Mocked (John 19:1-16)

Leader: He was beaten. Blood spilled, flesh torn, and

the crowds mocked him.

Reader 1 (Soldier):
“Hail, King of the Jews!” (They strip hHim and press a

crown of thorns on his head.)
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Leader: But he said nothing. His silence shook the

universe.

(Extinguish the fourth candle. Silence and quiet music

follow.)

Part V — Bearing the Cross (John 19:17-27)

Leader: He bore the cross. No longer with words, but

with his body, he spoke love.

Reader 1 (Jesus): “Woman, behold your son... Behold,

your mother.”

Leader: Even facing death, he connected hearts and

shared love.

(Extinguish the fifth candle. Silence and quiet music

follow.)

Part VI - Silence of Death (John 19:28-30)

Leader: Denied even a final sip of water, he spoke.

Reader 1 (Jesus): “It is finished.” (Pause briefly)
And he bowed his head.

Leader: His stillness covered the world. Now... He is

silent.

(Extinguish the sixth candle. Silence and quiet music

follow.)

Part VII — The Sealed Tomb (John 19:31-42)

Leader: They laid him in a tomb, a stone tomb, cold,
heavy, sealed. But his love would not be stopped, not

even by the stone.

(Extinguish the final candle. Silence and quiet music

follow.)
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“On a Hill Far Away” (New Korean Hymnal, 150)
WORD FOR MEDITATION
SENDING FORTH IN SILENCE

This is a night of silent departure.

Let us return with hearts of repentance,
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The congregation departs in silence.
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Hyok In Kwon wrote this order of Good Friday Service for a bilingual Korean-English congregation. This service
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can be used when the Korean-speaking and the English-speaking members worship together, and it can also be

used when each worships separately.

Rev. Hyok In Kwon is the senior pastor of Korean United Methodist Church of Santa Clara Valley in San Jose,
California. He completed his doctoral coursework in sociology, taught sociology and ethics at colleges, and
worked as a visiting researcher at the Korean Broadcasting Institute. He has also served as a campus pastor at the

Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California.



