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Introduction

Corinne Maclntire
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS, AACRAO

There are many flags that might alert an admissions officer to the possi-
bility of fraudulent, altered, or misleading documents. However, evaluat-
ing educational programs and documents is fraught with difficulties and
complexities that ultimately leave it to the reader’s discretion to determine
whether a school is a degree mill, an innovative educational institution,
or something in between. The world of fraud is a dynamic one, populated
by entities and individuals who adapt like chameleons and constantly
reinvent themselves to do whatever is necessary to make a fast buck. Offi-
cials are urged to exercise informed judgment in making decisions about
accepting degrees and/or credits for admission purposes so that fake cre-
dentials are not honored.

AACRAO presents this volume as a guidebook to give readers the
information and tools needed in order to face and fight the complex bat-
tle against this type of fraud. This book informs readers about the issues
related to fraud, helps teach techniques to detect bogus institutions and
documents, offers guidelines in handling cases of fraud, and helps prevent
institutions and organizations from becoming victims of fraud. Readers
will leave with the ability to confidently discuss all of these issues with col-
leagues and superiors.

The material in this book offers perspectives from the sectors of higher
education, security, consumer protection, government, and law enforce-
ment. Advice ranges from general considerations of academic fraud, with
working definitions that provide a practical basis for further investigation,
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to specific problems and cases covering a spectrum of the types of fraud
found in higher education today. Some of these writings have appeared
in AACRAO resources such as AACRAO Transcript and AACRAO’s quarterly
journal College and University, while other works are original. AACRAO
wishes to thank the colleagues who have contributed to this compilation,
whose invaluable and generous support of AACRAO’s work on the issue of
higher education fraud includes presenting at AACRAO conferences and
workshops, as well as sharing information, research, and writing.
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