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When you go to court, you will give
information (called “evidence”) to

a judge who will decide your case.
This evidence may include information
you or someone else tells to the judge
(“testimony”) as well as items like email
and text messages, documents, photos,
and objects (“exhibits”).

If you don’t have an attorney, you

will need to gather and present your
evidence in the proper way. Courts have
rules about evidence so that judges

will make decisions based on good
information, not gossip and guesswork.
Although the rules can be confusing,
they are designed to protect your rights,
and you can use them to help you plan
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for your court appearance.

Even though courts work differently, this
publication will introduce you to the nuts
and bolts of presenting evidence at a
hearing. As you read it, please consider
the kind of help you might want as you
prepare and present your case. Please
feel free to contact the Resource Center
on Domestic Violence: Child Protection
and Custody at 800-527-3223 or visit
the website at www.rcdvepc.org for
information and referrals. The Resource
Center staff cannot represent you or
give you legal advice, but they can help
answer questions and connect you with
nearby help.
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Learn what help is
available.

You can locate different
kinds of assistance as

you prepare. You may be
able to find an attorney to
represent you or give you advice about
how to represent yourself. Many courts
provide instructions and forms on their
websites as well as information on the
services available through the court’s
self-help center. The office of the clerk
of court can answer questions and give
you information on court procedures.
Your local domestic violence advocacy
program will help you locate these and
other resources. In addition, an advocate
may be available to go with you to court
and help with safety planning.

You may also want to call The Resource
Center on Domestic Violence at 1-800-
527-3223 for information and referrals
or visit the Resource Center’s website
at http://www.rcdvcpc.org. For more
ideas and tips on where to find help,
please see the Resource Center’s guide
on “10 Ways to Find Help with Your
Case” available on the website.

Decide what you
want from the
court and what you
need to show.

The information you present
to the judge depends on
what you want from the court
and the law of your state.
For example, if you want a protective
order, a state law (“statute”) will explain
what a judge can order and what you
would need to show. If you want custody
of your child, you should check state
law to find the factors the judge will
consider and whether any special laws
(called “presumptions”) apply to cases
involving domestic abuse.

As noted above, your court may have

a self-help center or a website with
information and forms that will help you
understand the law that applies to your
case. The Domestic Violence Resource
Center has charts that explain what
your state law says on certain issues.
To locate the charts, please visit the
website at http://www.rcdvepec.org or
call 1-800-527-3223. You can also find
state-specific legal information on the
WomensLaw.org website sponsored by
the National Network to End Domestic
Violence at http://www.womenslaw.
org/index.php. Once you understand
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what you have to show the judge, you
can start to prepare your case.

Identify potential
evidence.

Because you know the most
about your situation, you

are in the best position to
identify evidence that you
already have or that might be available.
The information you provide to the court
can come from a variety of sources. You
and other people may talk to the judge
in court (“testify”) or you might show
the judge things like objects, messages,
photos, and documents (“exhibits”).

Below are a few examples of evidence:

Testimony from people including you,
individuals who witnessed events, police
officers, teachers, child care providers,
neighbors, relatives, friends, nurses,
doctors, your children

Exhibits including:

[0 Photographs (such as pictures of
injuries or damaged property)

[J Voicemail and video recordings (such
as threatening messages)

O Communications (such as email, text
messages, letters, Facebook posts)

[0 Objects (such as broken furniture,
weapons)

O Public and business records (such
as school and medical records,
police reports)

Select the
evidence that
proves what you
need to show.

Review the information you
identified and pick out the
evidence that will convince
the judge of the points

you need to explain. Choose evidence
that relates directly (is “relevant”) to
what you need to show (“prove”). For
example, if you are explaining how you
were abused, information about your
injuries will be more important than how
many years of school you completed.

You can use more than one piece of
evidence to prove the same point.

For example, if you are showing that
your partner physically harmed you,

you could prove this through your
testimony, testimony of witnesses who
saw or heard the abuse, pictures of your
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injuries, pictures of broken furniture, You may find it useful to prepare a chart

medical records, and/or police reports. like the one below. A blank chart is
Your testimony alone may be enough available in Appendix A, near the end of
to prove your point, but if you use this publication.

additional evidence your case will be
even more convincing.

What you want the court Legal requirements/

Relevant evidence

to order factors
Order for child to live Impact of domestic abuse |Your testimony
with you on child (one of the “best |Testimony of witnesses
interests” custody factors |Pictures of injuries
in many states) Testimony of child’s
therapist

Medical records

Police reports

No-contact order Fear of further abuse Your testimony

Testimony of neighbor
who heard threats

Email message with threat
Proof of past incidents

of abuse
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Select the
evidence that a
judge can rely on.

Some evidence is better
than other evidence. As you
review your list of potential
evidence, select the
information that is the most trustworthy
(“reliable”).

Judges want to hear testimony from
people with first-hand knowledge -
witnesses who actually saw and heard
important events. For example, if you are
proving that you were abused, testimony
from someone who saw the abuse
happen will be more convincing than
stories from someone who wasn’t there
and only heard about the abuse later.
Witnesses (including you) should explain
that they saw, heard, and experienced
what you are trying to show. (Note that
if you plan to ask a child to testify, you
should check on the special rules that
may apply to their testimony.)

Judges also need to know that papers
and objects (called “exhibits”) are
genuine - that they are what they appear
to be and are not made up. Courts have
special procedures for this that are
discussed in the next section.

Review how to
present exhibits in
court.

Before a judge allows
(“admits”) your exhibits into
the court record, you will
have to explain why they are
reliable and worth considering. Courts
have rules designed to help you do
this, and if you follow them, the judge is
more likely to look at and believe your
information. (If you don’t follow the steps
for an exhibit, the judge will not use it
when deciding your case.)

Appendix B contains some examples

of how to show that your exhibits

are reliable. It includes instructions

for presenting photographs, email
messages, text messages, websites or
social media, voicemail recordings,
video recordings, handwritten notes or
letters, objects, and records. Courts have
different rules about how exhibits are
presented and you should check on the
way it’s done in your court.

Planning ahead is key, and that’s why
you need to understand how to handle
exhibits before you select and gather
them. You may have to spend time
and money obtaining exhibits in the
right form, and this could influence
your decisions about which ones to
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use at your hearing. For example,

for some exhibits (like photos and
objects) you can provide the required
explanations when you testify. Other
exhibits (like text messages, voice mail
messages, and webpages) may need
to be put on electronic storage devices
or transcribed. Some documents and
papers may have to be stamped as
authentic and trustworthy (“certified”) by
an official person.

Gather the
evidence you will
present.

You already have some
evidence you need and you
may be able to gather more.
For example, you can testify
during the hearing, and you may also
ask witnesses to come to court with
you and testify. You may have photos,
email messages, and text messages. If
you need certified copies of papers like
medical records or police reports, you
can contact the offices that keep them
and ask how to obtain certified copies
and how much it will cost.

07

If witnesses won’t come to court or
people won’t give you the exhibits
you need, the court can make them

do so using special papers (called
“subpoenas”). The clerk’s office at

your court can tell you how to have
subpoenas issued. Be sure to ask about
how long it takes, what parts of the
process you are responsible for, and
what fees you might have to pay.

Prepare the
exhibits you will
submit.

Appendix B shows how

to prepare and present
photographs, email
messages, text messages,
websites or social media, voicemail
recordings, video recordings, handwritten
notes or letters, objects, and records.

If you plan to use exhibits, you should
carefully review the steps and ask
yourself the following questions:

O Is the exhibit in the proper form
(print, transcription, screenshot, on
storage device, certified copy)?

0 Do you need to provide it to the other
party ahead of time?

[0 Have you made enough copies?

[0 Does someone other than you need
to testify?
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The other party will have an opportunity
to point out concerns (make an
“objection”) about admitting your exhibits
into the court record. If that happens,

you should ask why the objection is
being made. You will probably have

an opportunity to respond before the
judge rules. If the judge doesn’t admit
the exhibit, you may be able to fix the
problem with additional testimony.

Organize your
presentation.

Being prepared and
organized will help you feel
confident in the courtroom.
You may want to prepare a
notebook or file containing the following:

[0 What you want the court to order
[0 What you need to prove to obtain it
[ Your list of witnesses

[ The points that each witness
(including you) will testify about

O A list of exhibits

[J The procedures to have each exhibit
admitted into evidence

O The exhibits

0 A summary of your major points

Organize your materials in a way that
makes sense to you. You should practice
presenting your case so that you will be
more comfortable answering questions
and talking with the judge.

Try to watch a
hearing.

Before you have your hearing
you may be able to watch

a hearing at your court.
Attending a hearing will

help you feel more at ease with court
procedures and language. Below are
some things to watch for:

[0 Where you and the other party will sit
(at separate tables near the front of
the courtroom)

O Instructions you will be given by court
staff about when to stand up and
sit down (such as “all rise” when the
judge enters the courtroom)

0 How to address the judge (“Your
Honor”)

[0 Whether to stand up when talking to
the judge (stand unless the judge
tells you not to)

[0 How to invite your witnesses to testify
(“Your Honor, | call XXXX as my next
witness”)
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[0 When you and other witnesses will be
sworn to tell the truth (a court staff
person will administer the “oath”
before a witness starts to testify)

[0 How to make eye contact with the
judge while you testify

[0 When and how to ask questions of
the other party and the other party’s
witnesses (“cross-examination”)

[0 When and how the other party can
ask you and your witnesses questions
(“cross-examination”)

[0 How to offer your exhibits as evidence
(see Appendix B)

[0 When and how you and the other
party can object to evidence (“Your
Honor, | object because...”)

Watching a hearing will give you an idea
of how you will feel in the courtroom. You
can imagine yourself testifying in front

of your partner and answering questions
that your partner may ask you on cross-
examination. If you are troubled by facing
your partner or appearing in court, you
should arrange for a domestic violence
advocate or support person to attend
your hearing with you. (Please refer back
to the first page of this publication for
resources on finding help.)

Although you may not have much
experience in court, you know your
situation better than anyone else. You
will be a knowledgeable and persuasive
witness for yourself and your children.
Planning ahead puts you in the best
position to explain what you want to the
judge and use evidence to prove why you
need it.

We wish the best for you
and your children.

This document was supported by Grant Number 90EV0415 from the Administration of Children, Family
and Youth Services, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Its contents are the
responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official view of DHHS.
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Appendix A
Identifying Possible Evidence

What you want the Legal requirements/

court to order
Example:
Order for child to live
with you

factors
Example:
Impact of domestic
abuse on child (one
of the “best interests”
custody factors in
many states)

Relevant evidence

Your testimony

Testimony of witnesses
Pictures of injuries
Testimony of child’s therapist
Medical records

Police reports

Example:
No-contact order

Example:
Fear of further abuse

Your testimony

Testimony of neighbor who heard
threats

Email message with threat

Proof of past incidents of abuse
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Appendix B
Exhibits

Below are a few examples of the questions and procedures to follow so that a judge
will allow your exhibits to be admitted into the court record. The instructions assume
that you will be the witness introducing a photo, e-mail message, text message,
website or social media, voicemail, video recording, handwritten note or letter, and/or
object. (Note that for public and business records, you may need a witness other than
you, or a certified copy.)

Exhibit: photograph (printed)

Witness: you

1. Ask the court clerk to mark the printed photo with an exhibit number (the clerk
will know how to do this).

2. Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and show it to the judge.

3. Explain that the exhibit is a photo and what it is in the photo (person,
scene, etc.).

4. Explain that you were familiar with what is in the photo at the time of the
relevant event.

5. Explain that the photo is a fair and accurate representation of the scene,
person, etc., at the time of the event.

6. Ask the judge to admit the photo into evidence.

7. If admitted, explain how the photo supports what you are showing.
Tips:

[ Print the photo you will bring to court.

[J You may want to print three copies of the photo - one to give to the other party,
one to admit into evidence, and one for you to keep.

[J You do not need to be the person who took the photo.

10
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Exhibit: email message (printed)

Witness: you

1. Ask the court clerk to mark a printed copy of the email message with an
exhibit number.

Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and show it to the judge.
Explain that the exhibit is an email message.

Identify the date, the address it was sent from, and the address it was sent to.
Explain that you recognize the email message and that you sent or received it.
Explain that it is a complete and accurate copy of the email message.
Ask the judge to admit the email message into evidence.
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If admitted, explain how the email message supports what you are showing.
Tips:
[ Print the email message you will bring to court.

[J You may want to print three copies of the message - one to give to the other
party, one to admit into evidence, and one for you to keep.

11
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Exhibit: text message (printed, photographed, or transcribed)

Witness: you

1. Ask the court clerk to mark a printed copy, photograph, or transcript of the text
message with an exhibit number.

2. Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and show it to the judge.
3. Explain that the exhibit is a text message.

4. Explain whether you sent or received the text and identify the phone
number the text was sent from and the phone number where it was
received.

Explain how you printed, photographed, or transcribed the text.
Explain that it is a complete and accurate copy of the text message.
Ask the judge to admit the text message into evidence.

If admitted, explain how the text message supports what you are showing.
Tips:

[ You should decide ahead of time whether to print the text messages,
photograph them, or transcribe them (type or write exactly what they say). You
will not be able to show them on your phone.

[J You may want to bring three copies of the text message - one to give to the
other party, one to admit into evidence, and one for you to keep.
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Exhibit: handwritten note or letter

Witness: you
1. Ask the court clerk to mark the document with an exhibit number.

2. Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and to the judge.
3. Explain that the exhibit is a handwritten note or letter.
4

. Explain that you are familiar with the handwriting of the alleged writer and
how you became familiar with the person’s writing.

5. Explain that you believe that the exhibit contains the person’s handwriting.
6. Ask the judge to admit the handwritten document into evidence.

7. If admitted, explain how the note or letter supports what you are showing.
Tips:

[J You can bring three copies of the note or letter - one to give to the other party,
one to admit into evidence (the original), and one for you to keep.

12
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Exhibit: website or social media (printed screenshot)

Witness: you

1. Ask the court clerk to mark a printed copy of the screenshot with an exhibit
number.

Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and show it to the judge.
Explain that the exhibit is a printed screenshot of a website.

Explain when and how you visited the website.

Describe the website and how you recognized it.

Explain that you took the screenshot, including the date and time.
Explain that it is a true and accurate copy of what you saw on the screen.
Ask the judge to admit the printed screenshot into evidence.
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If admitted, explain how the screenshot supports what you are showing.
Tips:

[ You should print the screenshot to bring to court. You cannot show the website
or social media on your phone or computer.

[J You may want to print three copies of the screenshot - one to give to the other
party, one to admit into evidence, and one for you to keep.

13
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Exhibit: voicemail recording (on storage device or transcript)

Witness: you

1. Provide a copy of the recording on a storage device (and the transcript if you
intend to use one) to the other party (or his or her attorney) in advance of the
court date.

2. Ask the court clerk to mark the storage device and/or transcript with an exhibit
number.

3. Tell the judge how and when the other party (or his or her attorney) received a
copy of the recording (and transcript if you use one) and show it to the judge.

4. Explain that you are familiar with the voice of the person who was allegedly
recorded.

5. Explain that you listened to the recording and whose voice you heard.
6. If transcribed, explain how you made the transcription.

7. If transcribed, explain that it is a complete and accurate transcription of
the recording.

8. Ask the judge to admit the recording or transcript into evidence.

9. If admitted, explain how the voice mail recording supports what you are
showing.
Tips:

[J You will need to transfer the recording to a storage device such as a memory
stick or CD that you can give to the other party and leave at the court. If you
use a transcript, you will need to prepare and print it.

I Provide a copy of the recording (and transcript if you create one) to the other
party as far ahead of the hearing as possible.

14
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Exhibit: video recording (on storage device)

Witness: you

1. Provide the other party (or his or her attorney) with a copy of the video
recording in advance of the court date.

2. Ask the court clerk to mark the storage device containing the video with an
exhibit number.

3. Tell the judge when and how a copy was provided to the other party (or his or
her attorney).

Explain that you observed the relevant event(s).

Explain that you have seen the video.

Explain that the events are accurately and completely recorded on the video.
Ask the judge to admit the video recording into evidence.
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If admitted, explain how the video supports what you are showing.
Tips:

I You will need to transfer the video to a storage device such as a memory stick
or CD that you can give to the other party and leave at the court.

[ Provide a copy of the video to the other party as far ahead of the hearing as
possible.

[J You do not need to be the person who recorded the video.

Exhibit: physical objects (clothing, weapons, household items, etc.)

Witness: you
1. Ask the court clerk to mark the object with an exhibit number.

2. Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and show it to the judge.
3. Identify the object and explain how you recognize it.

4. Explain that you know what the object looked like on the relevant date.
5

. Explain that the object is in the same or substantially same condition as at
the relevant time.

6. Ask the judge to admit the object into evidence.
7. If admitted, explain how the object supports what you are showing.
Tips:

[ If the object is not unusual in any way, you may need to explain that it has been
in your possession since the events in question.

15
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Exhibit: public and business records (medical, school, police reports, etc.)

Witness: a person who keeps the records or is otherwise familiar with them
. Ask the court clerk to mark the record with an exhibit number.

. Show it to the other party (or his or her attorney) and to the judge.
. Hand it to the witness and ask the witness to identify the record.

1

2

3

4. Ask if the witness is familiar with or keeps such records.

5. Ask the witness if the record was made at or near the relevant time.
6

. Ask if the record was made from information provided by someone with
first-hand knowledge.

7. Ask the witness if the record was made in the regular practice of the
business activity.

8. Ask the witness if the record was kept in the course of a regularly
conducted business activity.

9. Ask the judge to admit the record into evidence.

10. If admitted, proceed with the questions you want to ask about it.

Tip:

[0 Some public records may be admitted without testimony if a certified copy is

presented to the judge. If your court allows this, you would need to obtain and
possibly pay for the certified copy.
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PLAINTIFF / DEFENDANT EXHIBIT LIST — CIVIL COURT

Plaintiff

Plaintiff’s Attorney

Plaintiff Attorney’s Address

VS

Defendant

Defendant’s Attorney

Defendant Attorney’s Address

Judge:

Case Number:

Division:

Bar #:

Trial Date(s):

Verdict Date:

Deputy Clerk:

Court Reporter:

Bar #:

EXHIBIT # DESCRIPTION OF EXHIBITS

MARKED | ADMITTED

W/ OR W/O
OBJECTION

LOCATION

Inventoried By:

Date:
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Exhibit List Instructions

In order to expedite your trial, and pursuant to the pre trial conference order. All exhibits
must be marked with ADHESIVE LABELS prior to trial. Please do not staple or
paperclip the labels to the exhibits. All adhesive labels must be affixed on the back of
the last page of the exhibit in the bottom left hand corner. In addition, an Exhibit List of
all exhibits must be completed. The Clerk’s office is providing all civil attorneys with a
format to use when labeling and describing exhibits.

LABEL — AVERY #5963

STYLE VS.
CASE# DIVISION
I.D. EVIDENCE

NAME OF PLTF/DEF

EXHIBIT# DEPUTY CLERK

The Exhibit List is attached as page two.

List exhibits numerically not alphabetically.

Make sure number on the exhibits match those on the exhibit list.

Please have a copy of the exhibit list for the court and the court clerk.

All exhibits and Exhibit list are to be taken to the courtroom by the attorney
the day of the trial.

. Some Judges may require you to deliver the labeled exhibits to the Clerk’s
office the Friday before the trial.

PLEASE NOTE: Please insure all exhibits are labeled, in order and the exhibit list is
completed prior to the beginning of court. You must prepare an exhibit binder for the
court, clerk and all witnesses. The clerk’s binder must have labels attached.

For further assistance, please call the Circuit Civil Division at (813) 276-2029, ext. 3936.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION

IN AND FOR HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA

CASE NO:
PLAINTIFF DIVISION:
VS TRIAL DATE:
DEFENDANT
EXHIBIT LIST
EXHIBIT# EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION MARKED | ADMITTED




CASE NO:

PLAINTIFF DIVISION:
VS TRIAL DATE:
DEFENDANT
EXHIBIT# EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION MARKED | ADMITTED




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: DIVISION: JUDGE:

UNIFORM TRIAL ORDER
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit

ORDER FOR MANDATORY
CALENDAR CALL

Plaintiff(s) / Petitioner(s),

Defendant(s) / Respondent (s).

UNIFORM TRIAL ORDER

THE UNIFORM TRIAL DATE LISTED HEREIN IS A FIRM TRIAL DATE AND DEADLINES
WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED BY THE COURT. STRICT COMPLIANCE MEANS NO
CONTINUANCES OR EXTENSIONS WILL BE GRANTED WITHOUT COURT ORDER UPON
WRITTEN MOTION SETTING FORTH GOOD CAUSE, PURSUANT TO AOSC20-23,
AMENDMENT 13 (May 6, 2021), AND FLA. R. GEN. PRAC. & JUD. ADMIN. 2.545(e).

FAILURE TO ATTEND CALENDAR CALL MAY RESULT IN EITHER
THIS CASE BEING DISMISSED OR A DEFAULT BEING ENTERED.

TRIAL PERIOD COMMENCING: . Thisis a ( ) week calendar.

CALENDAR CALL:

DAYS JURY NON-JURY



V.

ORDER OF TRIALS:
The order of trials set during this Trial Period will be determined at Calendar Call. Parties are
subject to being called to commence trial during any portion of the above noted Trial Period.

TRIAL DATE:

The Court has determined this case is ready for trial pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil Procedure
1.440. This case is set for trial before the undersigned Judge in Courtroom

,Broward
County Courthouse, 201 S.E. 6th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33301, as stated above. The
trial date is a firm trial date pursuant to AOSC20-23, Amendment 13 (May 6, 2021).
CIVIL TRIAL POOL:
Parties are advised that this case may be placed into the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court’s
“Civil Trial Pool” and is subject to being called for trial before any judge. If placed in the Civil
Trial Pool, parties must be prepared to proceed to trial if called. Only the Division Judge
or the Administrative Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court’s Civil Division may
grant a continuance of any case placed in the Civil Trial Pool.

WITNESS LISTS:

A. NO LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED & TWENTY (120) DAYS PRIOR TO
CALENDAR CALL:
Fact Witnesses: Parties must file and serve a list of names and addresses of all fact
witnesses who are expected to testify at trial. Each party’s fact witness list must include a
brief description of the substance and scope of the testimony to be elicited from such
witness. Both sides must cooperate in the scheduling of such witness depositions.

B. NO LATER THAN NINETY (90) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:
Expert Witnesses:

1. At the time of disclosure of all expert witnesses, the parties shall file and serve
the names and addresses of all expert witnesses to be called at trial, including
their complete and updated curriculum vitae, and all information regarding
expert testimony that is required by Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.28(b)(5). Parties shall
furnish opposing counsel with two (2) alternative dates of availability of all
expert witnesses for the purpose of taking their deposition. Both parties shall
cooperate in the scheduling of expert depositions.

i1. The parties shall also provide answers to standard form expert interrogatories
pursuant to Fla.R.Civ.P. 1.280(b)(5). All reports or other data compiled by each
disclosed expert which is intended to be used by the expert and/or referred to
during his/her deposition testimony shall be provided electronically to the
opposing party at least 72 hours prior to the date of the scheduled deposition.

C. NO LATER THAN SIXTY (60) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:
Rebuttal Witnesses: Parties must file and serve a list of names and addresses of any rebuttal
witnesses within sixty (60) days.

COMPULSORY MEDICAL EVALUATIONS (“CME”):

A. NO LATER THAN NINETY (90) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:
All CME and other examinations pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.360 must
be completed no later than ninety (90) days prior to Calendar Call.




VI.

VII.

VIII.

DISCOVERY DEADLINES:

A.

NO LATER THAN SIXTY-FIVE (65) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

All final discovery must have been initiated at least sixty-five (65) days prior to Calendar
Call.

NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL.:

Parties must complete all discovery, including expert discovery in accordance with Florida
Rule of Civil Procedure 1.280(b)(5), at least thirty (30) days prior to Calendar Call.
Discovery conducted after this time period is strongly disfavored and will only be permitted
by order of the Court under exceptional circumstances.

ELECTRONICALLY STORED INFORMATION (ESI) DISCOVERY: ESI
discovery procedures are governed by Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Administrative Order
2021-20-Gen, a copy of which 1is available on the Circuit’s webpage
(www.17th.flcourts.org).

MOTIONS:

A

NO LATER THAN SEVENTY-FIVE (75) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

1. Motions to add a party or parties or to amend pleadings shall be filed and set for hearing

no later than seventy-five (75) days before Calendar Call absent good cause shown. The

deadline shall not conflict with Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.190(e), and the motion

may be denied if there has been undue delay, bad faith, prejudice to the opposing side,

dilatory motive on the part of the moving party or when the amendment would be futile.

NO LATER THAN FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

1. Dispositive Motions: must be filed and heard no later than forty-five (45) days before
Calendar Call.

2. Deposition Objections: objections raised in depositions expected to be introduced at
trial must be filed and heard no later than forty-five (45) days before Calendar Call.

3. Expert Challenges: motions challenging an expert witness (“Expert Challenges”), must
be filed and heard no later than forty-five (45) days before Calendar Call.

NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

1. Motions in Limine: must be filed and heard no later than thirty (30) days prior to
Calendar Call.

2. All motions, other than motions in limine, not heard before Calendar Call will be
deemed abandoned.

PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

1. Motions for Summary Judgment: must be filed and heard prior to Calendar Call.
Motions for summary judgment will not be heard at Calendar Call.

JOINT PRETRIAL STIPULATION:

A

NO LATER THAN TEN (10) DAYS PRIOR TO CALENDAR CALL:

1. The Joint Pretrial Stipulation contemplates a single document that must be filed and
served, with a courtesy copy served on the undersigned judge, no later than ten (10)
days prior to Calendar Call.

2. The Joint Pretrial Stipulation requires that all agreed matters be fully identified and any
disputed matters be specifically delineated with respect to each party.



3.

At the time of the above noticed Calendar Call, all parties must be prepared to discuss
all items set forth in Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.200(b).

B. The Joint Pretrial Stipulation must contain the following in separately numbered
paragraphs:

1.
2.
3.

4.

10.

11

12.

Statement of the Facts: A concise, impartial statement of the facts of the case.
Stipulated Facts: A list of those facts that can be stipulated and require no proof at trial.
Statement of Disputed Law & Fact: A concise, impartial statement of those issues of
law and fact that are to be tried.

Exhibit Lists: Each party must separately list all exhibits they intend to introduce into
evidence. Each item must be listed by number and description on a separate schedule
attached to the Joint Pretrial Stipulation. Each exhibit must be specifically described.
Generic descriptions of exhibits are subject to being stricken. If any party objects
to the introduction of any such exhibit, such objection must be stated in the Joint
Pretrial Stipulation, setting forth the grounds with specificity. All exhibits must have
been made available to all parties for examination. Parties must initial each other’s
exhibit lists and exhibits. At trial, only those exhibits properly listed and initialed
may be offered into evidence.

Demonstrative Exhibits: all demonstrative exhibits (e.g., charts, graphs, enlargements
of exhibits, etc.) intended to be used at a jury trial must be displayed to all parties at
least ten (10) days before trial.

Witness Lists: Parties must furnish a written list containing the names and addresses of
all witnesses intended to be called at trial in alphabetical order. Such list must designate
the type of witness (“expert,” “rebuttal,” “impeachment,” or otherwise) and must be
attached to the Joint Pretrial Stipulation. All fact witness lists must include a brief
description of the substance and scope of the testimony to be elicited from such
witness. All expert witness lists must designate the expert’s specialties. If any party
objects to any witness, such objection must be stated in the Joint Pretrial Stipulation,
setting forth the grounds with specificity. At trial, only those witnesses properly and
timely disclosed will be permitted to testify.

Jury Instructions: If the trial is a jury trial, the parties must identify all agreed upon
standard instructions and all special instructions. Copies of all agreed upon jury
instructions and disputed jury instructions must be attached to the Joint Pretrial
Stipulation identifying the party that proposed the instruction, along with copies of
supporting statutory citations and/or case law.

Verdict Forms: If the trial is a jury trial, the jury verdict form must be designated as
“agreed to” or “disputed” and must be attached to the Joint Pretrial Stipulation.
Peremptory Challenges: If the trial is a jury trial, the number of peremptory challenges
for each party must be stated and attached to the Joint Pretrial Stipulation.

Pending Motions: Parties must set forth a list of all pending motions with copies
attached to the Joint Pretrial Stipulation.

. Trial Estimate: Each party must provide an estimate of the number of trial days required

for presenting its side of the case.

Expert Challenges: All expert related issues involving any requests for hearings on
related evidence must be noticed and heard—or agreed to by the parties—no later than
forty-five (45) days prior to Calendar Call. FAILURE TO DO SO MAY




XI.

XIl.

CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF ANY EXPERT RELATED EVIDENCE ISSUE(S).
It is within the discretion of the Court to remove any case with pending expert issues.

COURT POLICIES:

A. Parties must do all things reasonable and necessary to assure the availability of witnesses
for the entire Trial Period or to otherwise preserve witness testimony for trial as provided
by the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. See Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.300 & 1.460; see also Fla.
R. Gen. Prac. & Jud. Admin. 2.545.

B. The requirements of this Uniform Trial Order cannot be waived by stipulation absent prior
approval from the Court pursuant to written agreement between the parties.

C. This Uniform Trial Order may be tailored by the assigned Division Judge to conform to
the particular requirements of the residential foreclosure and complex litigation divisions.

D. At trial, there will only be one (1) official record transcribed by one (1) court reporter.
Plaintiff is responsible for arranging for a court reporter unless otherwise agreed. If a
conflict exists, the parties must resolve it among themselves prior to Calendar Call.

CONTINUANCES:
No continuances will be granted without Court Order upon written motion setting forth
good cause pursuant to AOSC20-23, Amendment 13 (May 6, 2021), and Fla. R. Gen.
Prac. & Jud. Admin. 2.545(e). All motions seeking a continuance must comply with Fla.
R. Civ. P. 1.460 and Fla. R. Gen. Prac. & Jud. Adm. 2.545. Continuances requested for
reasons relating to failure to follow this Order will not be granted.
A. CONTINUANCES will only be considered upon written motion filed with the Clerk
of Court and served on the undersigned judge prior to the above noticed Calendar Call.
B. NO CONTINUANCES will be granted for reasons that should have been readily
apparent to the parties when this Uniform Trial Order was issued.
C. NO CONTINUANCES will be granted if expert witnesses are unavailable because
testimony may be preserved by deposition.
D. NO CONTINUANCES will be granted for reasons relating to the failure to follow this
Uniform Trial Order.

MANDATORY MEDIATION:

Mediation must commence no later than sixty (60) days prior to Calendar Call. The parties
must comply with Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 1.700, 1.710, 1.720, and 1.730 as to the
conduct of mediation. Plaintiff’s counsel is appointed lead counsel to facilitate and schedule
the settlement conference with the mediator and all parties. The Court appoints:

as Mediator, unless, within thirty (30) days of this Uniform Trial Order, the parties choose a
different Mediator, and file notice of that choice and the name of the substitute mediator with the
Clerk of Court. Failure to attend mediation may result in sanctions.
SANCTIONS:
A. All parties should be familiar with Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.380 entitled “Failure

to Make Discovery; Sanctions” and section 57.105, Florida Statutes, entitled “Attorney’s




X1,

fee; sanctions for raising unsupported claims or defenses; exceptions; service of motions;
damages for delay of litigation.”

B. FAILURE TO APPEAR, FAILURE TO FOLLOW TIME REQUIREMENTS, OR
FAILURE TO FILE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY THIS COURT MAY RESULT IN
THE DISMISSAL OF THE ACTION OR THE IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS
INCLUDING THE STRIKING OF PLEADINGS.

SETTLEMENT NOTIFICATION:

Parties must immediately notify the Court in the event of settlement and submit a stipulation
for an Order of Dismissal. Parties shall also cancel any and all pending hearings as a result of
the settlement.

Pursuant to Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.516(h)(1),
counsel must file this Uniform Trial Order with the Clerk of Court, serve any self-
represented parties with this Uniform Trial Order, and file a “Certificate of Service” with
the Clerk of Court, in compliance with Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial
Administration 2.516(f), certifying the self-represented party was served with this Uniform
Trial Order.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida on

Circuit Court Judge

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. Please contact the ADA Coordinator, Room
20140, 201 S.E. Sixth Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301, 954-831-7721 at
least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less
Page 2 of 2 than 7 days. If you have a hearing or voice disability you can contact
the court through the Florida Relay Service by calling 711.
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A self-help guide to instruction the public
https://selthelp.courts.ca.gov/how-introduce-exhibits-trial?7utm source=chatgpt.com

Article re Understanding the importance of exhibits at trial
https://www.uslegalsupport.com/blog/how-to-prepare-exhibits-for-
court/?utm source=chatgpt.com

Law Office of Gerald Oginski. Trial Exhibits: Numbered or Alphabetical? Does It Really Make
a Difference? https://www.oginski-law.com/blog/trial-exhibits-numbered-or-alphabetical-whats-
difference-.cfm

One Legal. 6 steps to building your exhibit list and preparing
exhibits. https://www.onelegal.com/blog/building-exhibit-list-and-preparing-exhibits/

Exhibit List — Trial Joint Submission Long Cause (Form LACIV 216): Intended for long
cause trials, this form facilitates a joint submission of exhibits by all parties, promoting
organization and efficiency in complex cases.
https://www.lacourt.org/division/civil/pdf/LongCauseTrialPkgGuidelines.pdf?utm_source=chatg

pt.com

Orange County Superior Court dept instructions
https://www.occourts.org/system/files?file=cx103-exhibit-info.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com

San Diego Superior Court

One example is he San Diego Superior Court is the Advanced Trial Review Order.
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sites/default/files/%20/PAGE/SDCOURT/GENERALINFORMATI
ON/LOCALRULESOFCOURT/ROCDEPARTMENTRULES/DEPARTMENT60/D60%20ATR

O.pdf

Joint Trial Readiness Conference Report format from the San Diego Superior
Court. https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/docs/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/forms/civilf
orms/civ252.pdf

Federal Exhibit and Witness List (example) template
https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-rules/forms/exhibit-and-witness-list

Transforming Challenges Into
Opportunities: The Case for

Durable Skills in 2025

by Sheila Grela

Something fun. Tech and Durable Skills

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/transforming-challenges-into-3320584/



https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/how-introduce-exhibits-trial?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.uslegalsupport.com/blog/how-to-prepare-exhibits-for-court/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.uslegalsupport.com/blog/how-to-prepare-exhibits-for-court/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.oginski-law.com/blog/trial-exhibits-numbered-or-alphabetical-whats-difference-.cfm
https://www.oginski-law.com/blog/trial-exhibits-numbered-or-alphabetical-whats-difference-.cfm
https://www.onelegal.com/blog/building-exhibit-list-and-preparing-exhibits/
https://www.lacourt.org/division/civil/pdf/LongCauseTrialPkgGuidelines.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lacourt.org/division/civil/pdf/LongCauseTrialPkgGuidelines.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.occourts.org/system/files?file=cx103-exhibit-info.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sites/default/files/%20/PAGE/SDCOURT/GENERALINFORMATION/LOCALRULESOFCOURT/ROCDEPARTMENTRULES/DEPARTMENT60/D60%20ATRO.pdf
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sites/default/files/%20/PAGE/SDCOURT/GENERALINFORMATION/LOCALRULESOFCOURT/ROCDEPARTMENTRULES/DEPARTMENT60/D60%20ATRO.pdf
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sites/default/files/%20/PAGE/SDCOURT/GENERALINFORMATION/LOCALRULESOFCOURT/ROCDEPARTMENTRULES/DEPARTMENT60/D60%20ATRO.pdf
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/docs/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/forms/civilforms/civ252.pdf
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/docs/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/forms/civilforms/civ252.pdf
https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-rules/forms/exhibit-and-witness-list
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/transforming-challenges-into-3320584/
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