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Conflicts of interest for government lawyers with prior private clients

Opinion 1030 (10/30/2014) .....oouiiiiiiiiiiieeieieee e

Trust account; letterhead

Opinion 1031 (10/30/2014) ..eonriiieeieeeeeeee ettt ettt
Specialization; use of term “specialist” in the title of a job held by a lawyer that a
nonlawyer may lawfully perform

Opinion 1032 (10/30/2014) ...eiriiiiieiieeeeet ettt sttt ettt sttt sbe e
Responding to a former client’s critical commentary on a website

Opinion 1033 (T1/0T/20T4) ..ottt ettt ettt st e et e b e saeeens
Conduct involving misrepresentation

Opinion 1034 (11/T0/2014) ..ottt ettt sttt
Executor as lawyer’s client; confidential information — disclosure of suspicion of misconduct
by executor; withdrawal from representation of executor

Opinion 1035 (T1/1472014) oo

Taking over practice of retiring attorney; obligations as to original wills

Opinion 1036 (11/25/2014) .eueiiiiieeieeeeet ettt sttt sttt sttt st sae s
Law firm; legal assistance organization

Opinion 1037 (12/06/2014) ettt ettt sttt ettt st et e et eebeesaeeens
Limiting means used to pursue client’s objectives; conduct prejudicial to administration of
justice; status hearing

Opinion 1038 (12/06/2014) ...oueiiiieeeee ettt ettt ettt e s bt e beesabeebeesaeeens
Legal fees — sharing with nonlawyer, partnership with nonlawyer
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Opinion 1039 (12/08/2014) ..coeuvieiieeieeieeeee ettt ettt ettt e te et sbe e bt e sbeesaesaseesseesssesnseenssenns
Advertising; solicitation

Opinion 1040 (12/09/2014) ..coueieieee ettt ettt st e et e st e et esabeebeesseesnbeesaeenns
Judge (lawyer responding to unfair criticism), prejudicing client

Opinion 1041 (12/T0/2014) .eeieuiieieeie ettt ettt ete ettt e e be e teesbeebeessseesaesaseesseesssesssaenssens
Foreign jurisdiction (practice in); choice of law, partnership with non-lawyer

Opinion 1042 (12/1172014) weocuiiiiiiiieieeee et

Choice of law, firm name, letterhead, business cards, website
2015
Opinion 1043 (01/08/2015) c.nneeieiieeee ettt ettt et e s ab e e s bae e sebeeesabeessaneeenns

Lawyer’s receipt of referral fee from a real estate broker

Opinion 1044 (01/08/2015) .eoueerierieieeteett ettt sttt sttt ettt
Attorney payment of expense of litigation

Opinion 1045 (01/08/2015) .eneeeieieeee ettt ettt ettt e s e
Lawyer as witness

Opinion 1046 (01/08/2015) .ecviriiriiiiiiieiieieeeee e s

Representing incapacitated client; conflict of interest

Opinion 1047 (02/17/2015) oottt ettt sttt
Government lawyer; no contact rule

Opinion 1048 (03/03/2015) ..eeuiieiieeie ettt ettt sttt st be e sttt e st e sbeesaeeeas
Waiver of appeal on grounds of ineffective assistance of counsel as part of plea bargain

Opinion 1049 (03/02/2015) .eocuiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeee et

Solicitation

Opinion 1050 (03/25/2015) weeuuerieiieieeteeeetee ettt ettt st
Legal expenses; credit card processing fees

Opinion 1051 (03/25/2015) ettt ettt sttt et et e st e sbeenaee e
Attorney’s fees, amending fee agreement, litigation funding

Opinion 1052 (03/25/2015) wecviiiiiiiieieeeeee et

Compensating clients to rate lawyer on Internet website

Opinion 1053 (047T10/2015) weeeuieiiieieeeeete ettt ettt
Attorney-client privilege; sign language interpreters, communication; competence

Opinion 1054 (04710/2015) ..ot ettt st ettt e st e et et e ebeesaee e
Choice of law, virtual law office

Opinion 1055 (05/27/2015) weeuiriiriiieeieeeee ettt s s

Municipal employee, business transaction with client, personal conflict of interest

Opinion 1056 (06/02/2015) ..cuueriiriiieeteteeeet ettt sttt ettt sae et s sae e
County clerk; law practice; conflict of interest
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Opinion 1057 (06/05/2015) .eueerueiiieiieieeeetete ettt ettt sttt sttt sttt e b enees 1205
Withdrawal from representation; confidential information; disclosure to court

Opinion 1058 (06/T10/2015) ..eerurieiieiieeeeeeee ettt ettt 1210
Choice of law,; immigration practice

Opinion 1059 (06/12/2015) ..eeoureiiieeeeeee ettt ettt sttt 1214
Disclosure of confidential information, consent by minor clients

Opinion 1060 (06/T12/2015) ..eeruieiiieeieeieeete ettt ettt et st saneens 1219
Escrow account; attorney special account; delegation to nonlawyer employee

Opinion 1061 (06/15/2015) ..eeruiiiiieeieeeeeeee ettt 1223

Duty of confidentiality; informed consent; client payment history; law firm reporting client’s
payment history to database with client’s informed consent

Opinion 1062 (06/29/2015) ..eoeurieiieeieeeeeeee ettt 1230
Financing a law practice; crowdfunding websites

Opinion 1063 (06/29/2015) ..eeueeeiieeeee ettt ettt ettt st e s abeebeeeaeeens 1233
Conflicts; fees paid by third-party payors

Opinion 1064 (07/T0/2015) weeeoueeeiieeeeeeeet ettt ettt st 1236
Former judge; conflicts

Opinion 1065 (07/T0/2015) weeeruieiieeieeeee ettt ettt 1242
Imputed conflicts of interest; part-time prosecutor

Opinion 1066 (07/13/2015) .eeeeueeeieeeee ettt ettt ettt st e st beesaeeens 1245
Loan to client (making or guaranteeing); legal fees

Opinion 1067 (07/27/2015) .eeeouieiieeeeeeeeet ettt ettt sttt 1248
Prospective clients; confidentiality; duty to inform client of material developments

Opinion 1068 (08/T0/2015) ..eeeurieiieeieeeeeeee ettt sttt 1254
Aiding unauthorized practice of law; accepting referrals from nonlawyers, fee-splitting

Opinion 1069 (08/T19/2015) ..ttt ettt ettt e et e b e st ens 1262
Conflict of interest; simultaneous representation

Opinion 1070 (1070972015) ..eeoueiiiieiieeeeeee ettt ettt et 1270
Confidentiality, joint clients; client’s file

Opinion 1071 (10/0972015) ..eeuiiiiieeieeeeeeet ettt st 1274

Partisan political activities by municipal attorney charged with investigating police
misconduct

Opinion 1072 (11/13/2015) weueeiieeeeeeee ettt sttt sttt et 1277
Partnership, multi-jurisdiction
Opinion 1073 (T1/13/2015) oottt ettt ettt ettt e st bee st ens 1282

Conflict of interest; defense attorneys serving on a District Attorney’s conviction integrity
committee

Opinion 1074 (11/13/2015) ettt ettt ettt sttt e st bee st ens 1284
Conflict of interest; part-time lawyers working for a Department of Social Services
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Opinion 1075 (12/01/2015) coneeiiie ettt ettt et e et e et e e s bte e sebeeesabeeesaseeenns 1287
Firm name; trade name

Opinion 1076 (12/08/2015) ..eeeuiieiieeieeieeee ettt ettt sttt e st e et esateebeesseesnbeenaeenns 1289
Email; blind copy of correspondence; communication with client

Opinion 1077 (12/09/2015) ..eeuieeieieeee ettt ettt sttt e e saee e 1292
Record retention and electronic storage

Opinion 1078 (12/T6/2015) ..eeeueieiieeieeieeete ettt ettt e ettt et e e bt e s aeebaesabeesbeesssesnseensnanns 1294
Confidentiality

Opinion 1079 (12/T6/2015) ..eeuiieieee ettt ettt sttt ettt e st eebeesseeenbeenaeeeas 1296
Paralegal; legal assistant; billing

Opinion 1080 (12/22/2015) ..ottt ettt sttt e st et e et e sbeesaeeeas 1299
Communication with public officials

2016

Opinion 1081 (01/08/2016) ..ccueiemiieiiieiieete ettt sttt et ettt et et eebeesaee e 1303
Unauthorized practice of law, professional independence; fee splitting

Opinion 1082 (01/08/20160) ...ccuvieuieeiieiieeieeiteeie et ete ettt e e te et e sbeebeessbeesaesaseesseesssesnseenssenns 1308
Unauthorized practice of law

Opinion 1083 (01/21/2016) ..ceoueieiieieeieee ettt ettt ettt e ee et e sieeebeesseeenseesaeeeas 1310
Conflict of interest; differing interests

Opinion 1084 (01/22/2016) ..coueieiieiieeee ettt ettt sttt ettt e st e et e e e e saee e 1317

Confidential information, defense attorney’s knowledge of co-defendant’s innocence; consent
to disclose confidential information of deceased former client; implied authorization to
disclose

Opinion 1085 (02/T6/2016) ...cueeeuiiiiiiiieeeieeteee ettt sttt 1320
Conflict checks

Opinion 1086 (03/07/2016) ..coueeemiieieeieeee ettt ettt et s e et e et e ebeesaeeeas 1325
Referral fee from investment advisor

Opinion 1087 (03/23/2016) ..ccueeeiiiiiiiieeeiteee ettt ettt sttt sneesaee e 1329
Charge for cancelling meeting with lawyer

Opinion 1088 (03/31/2016) ..ccouviiiiiiiiiieeeieee ettt sttt et e e 1332
Confidentiality, identifying clients

Opinion 1089 (03/31/2016) ..conueieiieiieeiieete ettt ettt et e st e st e et e saeeeas 1335
Retired lawyer’s use of “Esq.”

Opinion 1090 (03/31/2016) ..coueiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee ettt sttt e e 1338
Billing client for work performed by an unpaid student-intern

Opinion 1091 (04718/2016) ..coueiemiieiiiiieeeteee ettt sttt 1340

Misconduct — duty to report
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Opinion 1092 (05/11720160) .eueeuiiiieiieieeieeiteteete ettt sttt sttt sttt st e b 1345
Duty to disclose malpractice of co-counsel

Opinion 1093 (05/20/2016) ...ccueeeuieeiieiie ettt et ettt ettt e bt e sseesbe e beesnbeeseesneeens 1350
Foreign jurisdiction practice; separate partnership with non-lawyer

Opinion 1094 (05/06/2016) ...c.eeeiiiiiiiieeeete ettt ettt ettt et e e ens 1355
Client file — access by lawyer to file of former client

Opinion 1095 (05/06/20160) ...ccuvieuiieiieiieeieeete ettt ettt ete et e steebeestbeebeessbessaeseessseeseesnseens 1357
Advertising; firm name

Opinion 1096 (05/20/2016) ...ocuvieeieeiieiieetteeiee ettt ettt ettt et et e bt e seesbe e seesnbeeseesnseens 1360
Lawyer declining attorney fees awarded to client

Opinion 1097 (05/26/2016) ...cueeeiieiieiiee ettt ettt ettt ettt st e e sbe e b e saeeens 1363
Non-legal employment; misrepresentation of lawyer’s professional status

Opinion 1098 (06/10/20160) ...ccuvieuieeiieiieeieeite ettt ettt ete et e steebeessteebeessaesseeseeasseeseesnseens 1365

Criminal law, prosecutor conditioning plea bargain on defendant’s waiver of ineffective
assistance of counsel claims

Opinion 1099 (07/T2/2016) ..coouveeiieiieiiieeeet ettt ettt st 1370
Obligation to report judicial misconduct
Opinion 1100 (07/T12/2016) ..cooureeiiieieiieeeee ettt ettt st 1373

Specialization; use of the designation “Accredited Estate Planner®” on an attorney’s website
and business cards

Opinion 1101 (07/T12/2016) ..coureeiiieieeeeeeet ettt ettt s 1376
Advertising; dual practice; link from law firm’s website to real estate brokerage information
Opinion 1102 (07/T15/2016) ..coueeenieeieeeee ettt ettt sttt e et e st ens 1379
Insurance counsel; sharing office space with nonlawyers

Opinion 1103 (07/T15/2016) ..coueeeiiiiieiiieeeee ettt ettt st 1382
Conflicting interests; representation of competing enterprises; substantial relationship

Opinion 1104 (10/05/2016) ...couvieiiiiieiieeieee ettt sttt et 1386

Legal fees, lien; mortgage; securing legal fees by having client sign promissory note secured
by a mortgage against the client’s property

Opinion 1105 (10/05/2016) ...cuveemiiiiieiiieeieee ettt ettt s 1389
Imputed conflict of interest

Opinion 1106 (107T4/2016) ..coueieiieiieeie ettt ettt ettt st et e b e saeeens 1393
Advice on non-legal issues; allocation of authority

Opinion 1107 (10/21/2016) ..coureiiiiiieiieeeeee ettt st s 1399
Law firm name; use of “legal services” in firm name

Opinion 1108 (11/15/2016) ..ceouviiiiieiieieeeeet ettt 1401

Financing legal fees in litigation, third-party funding
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Opinion 1109 (11/15/20160) .eueeruieiieieeiieieeeeeste ettt sttt ettt sttt st 1406
Use of pre-paid debit cards to transmit funds to clients

Opinion 1110 (11723/2016) .ecueirmiiiieieeiieieeeet ettt st 1409
Advertising; solicitation; educating lay persons

2017

Opinion 1111 (O1/07/2017) weeueeieieeieeeeee ettt sttt et st 1417
Client representation; discrimination

Opinion 1112 (01/07/2017) oottt sttt sttt e st e st eebeesaee e 1419
Attorneys’ fees: credit card payments

Opinion 1113 (O1/10/2017) weeeerieieeieeteee ettt ettt ettt sae e 1421
Per diem lawyers; online legal directories

Opinion 1114 (02/09/2017) weeueriereeieeeeeeeteet ettt ettt ettt st sae e 1429
Trust or special accounts; IOLA; authorized signature on special account checks

OpinioN 1115 (02/TT/2017) eeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt et e sbeesaeeeas 1432
Public defender; part-time judge; conflict of interest

Opinion 1116 (03/2972017) weeueerieieieeeeeeee ettt ettt sttt ettt sttt st nae e 1436

Nonlegal services, fee-sharing with nonlawyers, payment for referrals, billing practices,
disclosing use of nonlawyer assistants, multidisciplinary practice

Opinion 1117 (0470472017) weeemeeeiieeeeee ettt ettt st e e 1445
Conflict of interest; serving as lawyer and broker in same real estate transaction

Opinion 1118 (04/0472017) weeeueeeieeieeeee ettt sttt et sne e 1448
Confidential information; disclosure to collect a fee

Opinion 1119 (04707/2017) oottt sttt et e st e b e et e st e saee e 1451
Former partner or associate of district attorney, criminal law; conflict of interest

Opinion 1120 (047T12/2017) weeeouieeeeeeeeeet ettt sttt sttt e sneesiee e 1454
Reporting misconduct

Opinion 1121 (05/03/2017) weeeeuieeieieeeee ettt ettt et 1459
Fee sharing between lawyers and nonlawyers; aiding the unauthorized practice of law

Opinion 1122 (05/03/2017) oottt ettt sttt sttt e st e e beesaeesbeesaeeans 1462
Personal conflict of interest

Opinion 1123 (05/T5/20177) wevemieeieeeeeeee ettt sttt e e 1465
False evidence; remedial measures

Opinion 1124 (05/31/2017) weeeruieeieeeieeeee ettt st e 1470
Communication with opposing counsel; communication with opposing party

Opinion 1125 (06/02/2017) weeeueeeieeee ettt ettt et e sttt e st e bt e st esbeesaeeeas 1472
Confidential client information

Opinion 1126 (06/T972017) ..eeueeeieeeee ettt ettt ettt ettt e e e 1474

Confidential information; prospective client
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Opinion 1127 (O7/0T/2007T) ettt ettt e st e e st e et eeabeesaaneesans
Attorney escrow account; attorney special account; attorney trust account

Opinion 1128 (07/10/2017) weueeriiiiieiieteeet ettt sttt sttt st et s
Referral fees, division of fees with estate and with other attorneys

Opinion 1129 (07/T1/2007) ettt ettt et e et e e et e e s aee e snbeeesnbeeensreesnaneennnns
Attorney newsletters

Opinion 1130 (07/12/72017) wecuveiiiiiiieiieieeeie e

Conflicts; town attorney

Opinion 11371 (08/08/2017) .eueeruiiiieiieieeieeitetee sttt ettt sttt ettt sttt e e b ees
Lead generation; lawyer paying for-profit company for leads

Opinion 1132 (08/08/2017) ..ottt ettt ettt et ettt e beeeabe b e saeeens
Paying nonlawyers for a recommendation or referral

Opinion 1133 (10/03/2017) .ecuvioiiiiiiiiiieieeeecee et

Client files: lawyer’s right to contact prospective clients

Opinion 1134 (10/06/20177) .ecueeruiiiieiieeieeieeiteteete ettt sttt st sttt s sbe s
Attorneys’ fees: use of credit card to secure payment in domestic relations matter

Opinion 1135 (TO7T0/2017) ettt ettt ettt et sttt e st e e b e saeeens
Limitations on solicitation by solo practitioner who is both a lawyer and certified public
accountant

Opinion 1136 (10713/2017) weeeeeeeieeeee ettt ettt ettt sttt e et e e b e saeeens
Law firm marketing: sponsorship of events

Opinion 1137 (10/23/20177) wecuviiuiiiiiiiiieieee et

Law firm name; “of counsel” lawyers

Opinion 1138 (11/08/2017) weueiueiieeiieieeeett ettt ettt sttt st ettt st
Use of English language translation of lawyer’s surname in law firm name

OPpinIoN 1139 (12/T1/2017) ettt ettt ettt sttt e et e b e saeeens
Attorneys’ fees; securing fees and expenses by confessions of judgment

Opinion 1140 (12/T1/2017) ettt et ettt st e e e e e e e e ssaneesnne

Conflicts; representation of testifying expert witness

OpINioN 1141 (12/15/20177) weueeiieieeeeeeeet ettt sttt st ettt st
Conflicts of interest; imputation of conflicts to co-counsel

2018

Opinion 1142 (01/05/2018) ...ueeuiiieriieieeeeit ettt ettt sttt ettt sbe et e b enees
Delivering client file to client, maintenance of client files in electronic form

Opinion 1143 (01/18/2018) ..eeueeeiieeieeie ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e e beesaeeens
IOLA accounts; court appointed referee; deposit of third-party funds

Opinion 1144 (01/29/2018) ..eeureeieeieete ettt ettt et sttt e sane e
Communications with client; withdrawal from representation of difficult client
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Opinion 1145 (03/07/2018) ..eeueeeiieiieeeeeet ettt ettt st esaee e 1549
Litigation financing, conflicts of interest

Opinion 1146 (03/20/2018) ...uveruiiriiieeiteie ettt ettt sttt ettt et s sae e 1554
Contingency fees: paying fees in a criminal matter from personal injury settlement

Opinion 1147 (03/23/2018) .eueeeuieiieieeieeeee ettt ettt ettt et et e st teseee bt ebesneesaeenes 1557
Advertising: use of “Esq.” by a lawyer not admitted in New York

Opinion 1148 (04/02/2018) .ueeruierieieeiieeieete ettt ettt sttt ettt sbe et st e bbb e nae e 1560

Conflicts of interest: former government lawyer in private practice in matters involving former
government employer

Opinion 1149 (047T10/2018) ..eenieeiieiieeieeeteee ettt sttt ettt e sneesaee e 1564
Conflicts of interest: agency shop lawyer who represents the government against union
members

Opinion 1150 (04/30/2018) ..eenieeiieiieeieeeit ettt sttt ettt e sneesaee e 1567
Solicitations and referrals: spouses in related businesses

Opinion 1151 (05/01/2018) ..eerureiiieiieeieee ettt ettt et 1570
Restrictive covenants on lawyers

Opinion 1152 (05/TT/2018) ..enueeeiieeiie ettt ettt ettt sttt e st e esaeeebeesaeeaas 1572
Law firm name: use of lawyer’s first name as firm name

Opinion 1153 (05/2472018) ..comiiiiieiiieieeet ettt ettt ettt esaee e 1575

Conflicts of interest: county attorney’s service on the board of a county-sponsored community
college

Opinion 1154 (06/05/2018) ..ceueeiiiiiiiiieeeiteet ettt ettt ettt esaee e 1582
Third-party payor: duty to communicate with client of insurance-assigned counsel

Opinion 1155 (08/27/2018) ..ottt sttt 1586
Dual practice as lawyer and financial planner

Opinion 1156 (T1/0T/2018) ..eueieiieie ettt ettt ettt et e e enaee e 1595
Securing fee obligation with mortgage against divorce client’s property

Opinion 1157 (T1/27/2018) ettt ettt sttt e s 1599
Legal and non-legal services offered by a single entity

Opinion 1158 (12/T1/2018) w.eeuieiiiiieeeeet ettt sttt sttt e 1603
Conflicts, lawyer seeking new employment

Opinion 1159 (12/T4/2018) ..ottt ettt sttt et e st e b e et e eabeesaeeeas 1606

Sharing legal fees with the estate of a deceased lawyer
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2019

Opinion 1160 (01/02/2019) ..coneieieeeeeee ettt sttt 1609
Affiliation and fee-sharing with a New York resident attorney not admitted in New York,
although admitted out-of-state, and licensed to practice in New York federal courts

Opinion 1161 (01/0472019) ..eeeieeieeeeeeeee ettt et e et e e e e e st e e e e e e sabeeersaeesnaneeennes 1613
Confidential information: lawyer’s duty to preserve and to make adequate disclosure in
seeking client consent to disclosure

Opinion 1162 (01/1T7/2019) ..eeneeeeeeeee ettt ettt sttt esaeeens 1615
Referral fees

Opinion 1163 (03/T1/2019) ..eomieeieeeeeeee ettt ettt s 1620
Missing client: lawyer’s duty when unable to locate client

Opinion 1164 (03/21/2019) ..eeniieieeeeeeee ettt 1623
Returning client files without keeping a copy; conditions on compliance

Opinion 1165 (05/07/2019) ..ttt ettt ettt sttt e et bee st ens 1626
Unpaid client fees

Opinion 1166 (05/07/2019) ..couriiieeieeeeeet ettt ettt st et 1628

Non-legal business owned by lawyer in intellectual property: choice of law, fee-sharing, and
supervisory duties

Opinion 1167 (05/09/2019) ..couriiiieeeeeeee ettt sttt 1636
Law firm name: use of multiple surnames

Opinion 1168 (05/13/2019) ..corniiiiieieeeee ettt s 1638
Sale of law practice; use of firm name after sale

Opinion 1169 (07/08/2019) ...ttt ettt sttt e st ens 1642
Town supervisor; law practice; conflict of interest

Opinion 1170 (07/09/2019) ..coureiiieeeeee ettt st 1646
Conflict of interest; village attorney

Opinion 1171 (08/26/2019) ...ouriiieieeeee ettt s 1650

Deceptive conduct — assisting foreign clients to make investments that are subject to foreign
currency controls

Opinion 1172 (10/03/2019) ..eoniieieeeee ettt ettt ettt ettt e sbe e beesabeeseesnteens 1653
Referral fees; retired lawyer

Opinion 1173 (T0/T1/2019) ..ottt ettt sttt e st 1656
Advertising and letterhead: listing of N.Y. admission on out-of-state letterhead

Opinion 1174 (10/15/2019) ..oiuiieieeieeeee ettt ettt ettt et e e e e saesbe e seeesbeeseeenseens 1658

Conflicts of interest; lawyer advocating as amicus for one side of litigation while other
lawyers in same firm advocate as amicus for other side

Opinion 1175 (10729/2019) ..ottt et sttt 1660
Withdrawal of guilty plea; allocation of authority between lawyer and client
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Opinion 1176 (10/2972019) c..eeeiiiie ettt ettt s e st ae e sebee e sabeeesaseeeans
Escrow account

Opinion 1177 (11/08/2019) ...ueermiiiiiieeteteeee ettt ettt st
Counseling clients in illegal conduct; medical marijuana law

Opinion 1178 (12/13/2019) cnneeieiie ettt ettt e et e et e e e abe e s baeessaeeeenseeeenseeenns
Lawyer as third-party neutral

2020

Opinion 1179 (01/17/2020) ..eeueeeiieee ettt sttt et e sttt e e beesaeeeas
Conducting law practice under a trade name

Opinion 1180 (01/17/2020) ....coriiiiiiiiiiiiieiie et s

Professional letterheads and emails

Opinion 1181 (O1/17/2020) ..ceoueeeiiiiieeieeeie ettt e e e
Charging interest on expenses

Opinion 1182 (01/23/2020) ..coueeeiieeiieeite ettt ettt sttt e sttt e st e et e aeeebeesaeenas
Disposition of wills

Opinion 1183 (03/10/2020) ..ccuveemiieiieiieeeiteee ettt sttt ettt e sneesaee e
Designated counsel in financing transactions; payment of fees by a third party, exercise of
independent judgment; conflicts of interest

Opinion 1184 (03/10/2020) ...ouveeiiiiieeieeeteee ettt ettt ettt sttt sbeesneesaee e
Freelance or per diem attorney; trade names; maintenance of bank accounts and records
conflicts

Opinion 1185 (04/22/2020) ...ooueeeiieeiiieieeeteet ettt ettt sttt sneesaee e
Conflicts of interest in defending multiple clients in prosecutions

Opinion 1186 (04/22/2020) ...couveeiieieiieeete ettt ettt et e
Legal Aid Society; conflicts of interest; screening; definition of law firm

Opinion 1187 (05/06/2020) ....ueieiieiieeiieeee ettt ettt sttt et e b e sate bt e saeesbeesaeeeas
Police officer representing traffic court defendants

Opinion 1188 (05/06/2020) .....ccviruiiiiiiiiiiiiiieitete ettt s

Attorney trust accounts, deposit of estate funds in attorney trust accounts

Opinion 1189 (05/22/2020) ....eermiiriiiieeiieeieeieetese ettt sttt ettt s sae et st sae e
Obtaining and using alternate client contact information

Opinion 1190 (05/22/2020) ..eoueeeiieeieeeeee ettt ettt sttt e sttt e st e e bt e st e ebeesaeeens
Professional limited liability company to provide legal services with non-lawyer members

Opinion 1191 (05/26/2020) .....ooviriiiiiiiiiieieieeeeeeee et s

Duty to municipal organization; conflicts of interest

Opinion 1192 (06/09/2020) .....ooeiriirieeieieeieeiterte ettt sttt st se et et s e e eae
Retention and disposition of lawyer’s closed files
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Opinion 1193 (06/08/2020) ....c..eeeiierieiiieeeeteee ettt ettt ettt s e e ens
Law firm name

Opinion 1194 (06/11/2020) ....eevuiiriiriieiieieeieeteeest ettt sttt st ettt e e ennes
Confidentiality of information; conduct before a tribunal; withdrawal

Opinion 1195 (06/11/2020) ...eveeeiiieeiieeeiie ettt ettt e et e e eaeesaeeessseeesaseeessseesnanesennes
Attorney’s obligation to accept client files from prior law firm

Opinion 1196 (06/12/2020) ...cuveeiieiieiiieeieee ettt ettt sttt saeesaneens
Litigation financing, conflicts of interest

Opinion 1197 (06/22/2020) ...cuveeiieiieiieeeeeeeete ettt sttt esaneens
Pro bono, conflicts; fees paid by third-party payors

Opinion 1198 (06/22/2020) ...ueeeiieeieeiteee ettt ettt st ettt et e sbe et e ssbeebeesaeeens
Former government lawyer disclosure of confidential government information

Opinion 1199 (07/15/2020) ....ooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiecietet et

Attorney website to assist pro se litigants; marketing of legal services

Opinion 1200 (07/2172020) .c..eerueiieritereeieee ettt sttt ettt sbe et e b enees
Dual practice as a lawyer and wealth management provider; conflicts of interest

Opinion 1201 (08/31/2020) ...cueeeiieiieete ettt et ettt et e st e e e b e saneens
Retired lawyers; referral fees

Opinion 1202 (10/01/2020) ...coueeeiieiieeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt et e e ens
Legal fees

Opinion 1203 (10/08/2020) .....ovueiiirieieiieeiteteetestt ettt ettt sttt ettt st sbe e e b enees
Withdrawal from representation based on attorney health concerns

Opinion 1204 (107T1472020) ...oueeeiieeeee ettt ettt st e sttt e esabe e bt e s abeebeesaneens
Law firm letterhead

Opinion 1205 (10/26/2020) .....couiiiiiiiiiiiieiieiictetee et

Government employee negotiating for private employment

Opinion 1206 (11/02/2020) ...couveeiieiieeieeeeee ettt sttt
Litigation financing

Opinion 1207 (11/09/2020) ...cueeeiieeieeiee ettt et ettt e bee sttt e s abeebeesaeeens

Firm names; trade names

Opinion 1208 (11/16/2020) ...oouveeiiiiieiiieeteee ettt ettt ettt saneens
Solicitation and referral of real estate matters by real estate broker employed by lawyer as
paralegal

Opinion 1209 (12/0172020) ....coouiiiiiiiiiiieeieieetectee et

Retention of former appellate judge with respect to easement on which judge previously ruled
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Opinion 1210 (12/02/2020) ....eeruierieeieeeeieeeeeste ettt ettt sttt sae et st e et e be b e naeeaee 1776
Conflicts of interest; definition of law firm; public defender; part-time justice

Opinion 12171 (12/09/2020) ....eormiirieieeteieeeet ettt sttt sttt sbe e s nae e 1780
Fees vs. disbursements, charges of contract lawyer or co-counsel

2021

Opinion 1212 (01/0472021) .eoeermieriiieeeeeieeeet ettt sttt sttt 1785

Public defender’s obligation as to closed files and transfer of files upon de-funding of
program

Opinion 1213 (O1/T1/2021) weeeriiiieeie ettt 1789
Lawyer paying for recommendation

Opinion 1214 (O1/T1/2021) oottt ettt ettt e st e saeeeae 1793
Frivolous arguments to a court; withdrawal

Opinion 1215 (O1/T15/2021) weeeuiiiieeeeeee ettt ettt e e 1796
Limited scope representation in criminal cases

Opinion 1216 (O1/15/2021) weeeuieeiieieeeee ettt et 1801
Government lawyer doing consulting work for private company

Opinion 1217 (O1/15/2021) oottt ettt st ettt et e st e s beesaee e 1806
Law firm name after a partner leaves

Opinion 1218 (02/22/2021) .eeeuieeiieeiieeeeet ettt sttt sttt s e e 1808
Sharing legal fees with former associate

Opinion 1219 (03/T7/2021) weeeuieiieieieeeee ettt 1810
Part-time county attorney, parole violation hearings, conflicts

Opinion 1220 (03/31/2021) ..ottt ettt sttt et e be e st e ebeesaee e 1814
Falsely advertising a partnership among law firms

Opinion 1221 (03/31/2021) weeeuieeieeeieeeee ettt sttt st e e 1817
Lawyer reaching out to former clients

Opinion 1222 (04712/2021) .eeeruieeiieieeeeee ettt sttt sttt 1820
Non-legal services; mediation; unauthorized practice of law

Opinion 1223 (05/T12/2021) .eeeueieieeeeeee ettt sttt sttt e st e st e sbeesaeeeas 1826
Dual practice; rental of office space

Opinion 1224 (06/03/2021) ..eoouieiiieiieeeeet ettt sttt ettt e e 1830
Conflicts of interest; diminished capacity

Opinion 1225 (07/08/2021) ..eoureeiieieeeeee ettt sttt 1832

Counseling clients engaged in recreational marijuana business; accepting partial ownership
of recreational marijuana business in lieu of fee; personal use of recreational marijuana

Opinion 1226 (08/10/2021) ..ueeruiiriiieeiteeieeeet ettt sttt ettt s 1838
Use of domain name different from name of law firm
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Opinion 1227 (08/26/2021) ..ueevueiiieiieieeeeitete ettt ettt sttt sttt sttt e b enees 1840
Advertising, solicitation, targeted email to prospective clients

Opinion 1228 (08/30/2021) ...eeruiiiiriieieeieeiteteete sttt sttt ettt sbe et sbe s 1843
Submitting draft complaint with demand letter

Opinion 1229 (09721/2021) .eeeeureeiieeieeeeeeee ettt sttt st 1846
Lawyer’s rights and duties after death of a client

Opinion 1230 (10706/2021) ..eoueeeiieeeeee ettt ettt ettt ettt e st e be e st e e beesaeeens 1848
Firm names; trade names

Opinion 1231 (10/06/2021) ..eeureeiieeieeieeeeee ettt ettt ettt et e e ens 1850
Estate-planning lawyer’s financial interest in a company that manages trust assets

Opinion 1232 (11/0972021) ..eeureiiieeieeeeeee ettt ettt 1856
Attorney advertising

Opinion 1233 (12/07/2021) ..eeeeeeiieeeee ettt ettt ettt e s abeebeeeaeeens 1858
Law firm associates and the phrase “and Associates” in law firm name

Opinion 1234 (12/07/2021) .eeeeueeeiieeieeeeee ettt ettt sttt e ens 1860
Ownership of New York law firm by nonlawyers

2022

Opinion 1235 (01/03/2022) ..coueeeiieeieeeeeeeet ettt ettt ettt et saneens 1867
Firm name; trade names; assumed names

Opinion 1236 (01/13/2022) ..eooureeiieeieeeeeee ettt sttt e 1869
Divorce mediation, limited scope legal services, non-resident lawyers, ghostwriting

Opinion 1237 (02/01/2022) ..ottt ettt ettt ettt st bt e et e b e saeeens 1875

Conflict of interest and referral fees; serving as lawyer on a real estate transaction referred
by real estate broker associated with lawyer’s real estate agency

Opinion 1238 (03/T14/2022) ..ttt ettt et ettt et e st beesabeebeesaeeens 1879
Conflict of interest; full-time attorney in county attorney’s office with part-time outside
practice

Opinion 1239 (03/22/2022) ..ottt ettt ettt et sttt e st aee st en 1884
An attorney’s ethical obligation when a court orders forensic analysis of hard drive containing
client confidential information

Opinion 1240 (04708/2022) ....neeeieeieeeee ettt ettt et e sttt et e st e et eeabe e b e saneens 1888
Duty to protect client information stored on a lawyer’s smartphone

Opinion 1241 (05/3172022) ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt et e ettt e et e e s e e st e esabeeeabeesnaneesanes 1891
New York attorney with out-of-state office; attorney advertising and letterhead

Opinion 1242 (07/07/2022) ..ueeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt sttt e e et e e esaee e 1895

Conflicts; town attorney

xxxiii



Opinion 1243 (07/07/2022) .ecueeeeereeieeteeieete ettt ettt sttt et sbe et st e bt be s e naeeaee 1899
Public defender; part-time judge; conflict of interest

Opinion 1244 (10/06/2022) ..coueeeiieeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt st e bt e te e bt e saeeebeesseesnbeenaeenns 1903
Referral fees paid to retired lawyers

OpinioN 1245 (T1/16/2022) c..eeeieiieeeee ettt ettt te et e e te e et eeestbeeeabeessaeessseaessseesnnseennns 1906
Legal fees, minimum fees, nonrefundable fees

OpinioN 1246 (11/16/2022) ..eocueieieeeieeiee ettt ettt e et e et sbeebeessbe e baesaseesseesssesnseenssenns 1909

Partnership with non-U.S. lawyer; partner who is also a member of a firm with non-lawyer
ownership or management; whether business management and strategy may be the practice
of law; affiliation of law firms; co-naming of law firms; billing for services of another law
firm

Opinion 1247 (T1/21/2022) .eeeneeeieee ettt ettt ettt e st e et e st e ebeesseesnbeenane e 1916
Conflict of interest in representing county and serving subpoenas on county departments

Opinion 1248 (11/23/2022) ..ottt sttt e st e st e b e aeesbeesaeeans 1919
Dispute over credit card payment for legal services

2023

Opinion 1249 (01/05/2023) ..ottt ettt et e sttt e st e et e bt e ebeesaeeeas 1923
Confidentiality; joint clients; return of clients’ files when there has been joint representation
Opinion 1250 (01/06/2023) ..oecuvieiieeiieeiteeie ettt ettt ettt e e te e e st e ebeesbeetaesaseesseessseenseensnenns 1926

Multi-jurisdictional practice; partnership with non-United States lawyers; imputation of
conflicts

Opinion 1251 (01/09/2023) ..conneieiieieeeeet ettt ettt st e e 1929
YouTube channel; general legal information; advertising

Opinion 1252 (01/T1/2023) ..eonieeieeeeeee ettt ettt 1932
Referral fees

Opinion 1253 (02/23/2023) ..ottt sttt et e st et e st e et et eas 1934
Conflicts of interest among family members

Opinion 1254 (03/03/2023) ..comeeeiieiieeeeet ettt sttt sttt et e e 1939
Affiliation with a lawyer not admitted in New York

Opinion 1255 (05/26/2023) ..couveeiieieeeeete ettt sttt et 1941
Romantic relationship between criminal defense attorney and county deputy sheriff

Opinion 1256 (05/26/2023) ..ttt sttt et e st e abe et et eae 1947

Lawyer purchasing claims from clients of his law firm through a company he owns and then
prosecuting those claims by retaining the law firm, or by retaining another law firm with
which the lawyer has no affiliation

Opinion 1257 (05/26/2023) ....eormiiriieieeteeieeee ettt ettt sttt ettt st sb et 1949
Conflicts of interest; former District Attorney in Public Defender’s Office
Opinion 1258 (06/05/2023) (Withdrawn by Opinion 1258A)......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienieeeeeeiee 1953

Credit card fees as an “expense”
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Opinion 1258 A (0471972024 ....c..eouiiieieieeeeeee ettt ettt sttt sttt sttt
Credit card fees as an “expense”

Opinion 1259 (06/06/2023) .....coueeiiriiiieeieeiteteete sttt ettt sttt sttt st sbe et e b nees
Collaboration between lawyer and paralegal

Opinion 1260 (07/10/2023) ...eveeeeieeeeieeeeee ettt et e et e et e e staeeesaeesbeeessseessnseeensseesnsneennnes
Responsibilities of a lawyer in a non-legal position

Opinion 1261 (07/27/2023) ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt e ettt e s e e sabeessabeeeaseesnaneesanes
Conflicts of interest

Opinion 1262 (12/1472023) ...eeeieeieeeteeeeeet ettt sttt et sttt et aes
Recognition of lawyer on not-for-profit organization’s website

2024

Opinion 1263 (02/05/2024) .....ooueiiieieieeeetete ettt sttt et sttt et
Part-time town attorney’s representation of criminal defendants in centralized arraignment
part

Opinion 1264 (03/0172024) ....ooouiiiiiieieeeet ettt sttt ettt sttt sbe s
Listing of degrees by attorney working in nonlegal capacity

Opinion 1265 (04726/2024) ....neeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt e sttt e et bee st ens
Conflicts of interest, former clients

Opinion 1266 (06/T4/2024) ...cuveeiieeieeeeeeet ettt ettt et sttt esaneens
Disclosing confidential information to government agency that is funding a client’s
representation

Opinion 1267 (06/1472024) .....cc.oioiiiiiiiiiiiieiieietee et

Paying for a recommendation or referral

Opinion 1268 (07/03/2024) .....ooueiieiieieeeet ettt ettt sttt sttt sttt e e b eanes
Confidential information; publication of article about issues arising in a case handled by the
lawyer

Opinion 1269 (07/16/2024) .....ooueiiiriiiieeieet ettt sttt sttt sttt st
Part-time judge; part-time public defender; conflict of interest;

Opinion 1270 (08/06/2024) ......oeemiieieeieeeeeeeee ettt et

Engagement letters; recording attorney-client communications,; withdrawing from employment;

advance consent to withdrawal

Opinion 1271 (08/20/2024) ...ttt ettt st ettt et e st et esabeebeesaneens
Sharing of legal fees with non-lawyer; impermissible referral fees; non-refundable retainer
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