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Pippa Garner, Backwards Car. Performance documentation, San Francisco, 1973-74. Photography Jeff Cohen. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.
Previous spread: Un(tit)led (The New You), 1981. Courtesy of the artist.
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Pippa Garner, Backwards Car. Performance documentation, San Francisco, 1973-74. Photography Jeff Cohen. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.
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Pippa Garner, Notes, 1995. Courtesy of the artist.
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Pippa Garner’s apartment with Kar-Mann Car in 1969. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.

40



Pippa Garner, Manette, 1992. Polaroid photograph. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.
Opposite: Future Man! (series), 1987. Photography Tim Street-Porter. Courtesy of the artist.
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Pippa Garner, TIME AND MONEY, 1995. Pencil on paper. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.
Previous spread and opposite: Future Man! (series), 1987. Photography Tim Street-Porter. Courtesy of the artist.



Future Man! (series), 1987. Photography Tim Street-Porter. Courtesy of the artist.
Opposite: Pippa Garner, $ELL YOUR $ELF, 1996. Pencil on paper. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.



“ ‘Books about 
artists are 
already a hard 
sell,’ she said. 
‘She’s not Andy 
Warhol.’ ”

• Interview by
FIONA ALISON
DUNCAN
• Photography 
by BEN TAYLOR
• Fashion by  
SPENCER SINGER

PIPPA
GARNER

ABOUT a 
year and 

a half ago, I 
tried to sell 
a literary 
b i o g r a p h y 
of the artist 

PIPPA GARNER. I was 
feeling confident, having 
just returned from France, 

where I’d opened my 
third stop in a touring 
retrospective of Garner’s 
groundbreaking work. She 
had three art books coming 
out, two exhibitions 
planned in New York, 
more shows elsewhere, 
and was getting great 
press, from Artforum to 
Vogue to Texte zur Kunst. 

After decades 
of relative silence, 
Operation Make 
Pippa Famous 
was working. I 
wanted to take it 
the distance.

My first book, 
a small novel, 
was a cult hit. 
This biography 
was to be my 
second. After 
sending my pitch 
out to agents, I 
was disappointed 
by the responses 
I got. ‘I wouldn’t 
know what to do 
with this material’. 
‘This isn’t in my 
w h e e l h o u s e ’ . 
One agent was 
gracious enough 
to get on the 
phone with me. 
She suggested 
that Pippa was, 
‘not famous or 
dead enough 
yet to merit a 
biography’.

‘Books about 
artists are already 
a hard sell,’ she 
said. ‘She’s not 
Andy Warhol.’

Is Not Is Not 
Famous Famous 
Or Dead Or Dead 
Enough YetEnough Yet
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BORN FOURTEEN 
years after 

Warhol and two years before his 
‘Superstar’, the trans icon Candy 
Darling, Pippa Garner is a Vietnam 
veteran — an early draftee who 
served as a combat artist — who 
came to believe that we should 
half-castrate all men as a peace 
tactic or, alternatively, ‘Spray the 
White House with estrogen! Bomb 
the Kremlin with estrogen!’ Pippa’s 
own gender transition, undertaken 
slowly and documented step-
by-step, beginning in 1986, was 
motivated in part by her wish for 
world peace and her belief that 
men are the problem. Living as a 
man, Pippa (then Phil) had risen to 
micro-fame in the early 1980s, a 
repeat guest on The Tonight Show 
with Johnny Carson, in the same 
circles as artist Ed Ruscha, whose 
net worth is now over a billion US 
dollars. Pippa, by contrast, is dirt 
poor. Like a modern-day saint, 
she has denied worldly power 
and effaced her influence. Gender 
hacking when and how she first 
did was a rebuke of male privilege 
that bombed ‘Phil Garner’s’ career, 
proving how fickle fame is and 
how close-minded the culture was 
around gender. She lost powerful 
friends and allies but was happy 
to retreat on her own terms, 
believing that the best art is made 
by outsiders. Recently, exact 
replicas of two of Pippa’s 1980s 
designs showed up on back-
to-back Schiaparelli runways, 
appropriated without credit until 
called out online. Where another 
artist would sue, Pippa said it was 
flattering and didn’t ask for a dime 
or even a credit line. ‘So of course 
she’s not more famous than Andy 
Warhol!’ I told the agent. ‘And why 
not tells us everything about our 
world.’

At once deeply rooted in history 
and from a future that’s yet to come, 
Pippa’s work straddles worlds, from 
fashion to art to politics. Through 

her story, we can time travel: witness 
the mishandling of Agent Orange 
in Vietnam, which gave Pippa the 
cancer she’s dying from; sleep with 
countless women through the so-
called Sexual Revolution; source 
black market 
h o r m o n e s 
from the same 
Hollywood block 
where Edward 
would pick up 
Vivian four years 
later in Pretty 
Woman; turn a 
boat into a car 
on the noughties 
reality show 
Monster Garage, 
b e f r i e n d i n g 
the host’s then-
girlfriend Sandra 
‘Sandy’ Bullock. 
As for the future, 
if we don’t heed 
Pippa’s calls, 
there might 
not be one for 
humans.  

At first, 
I was determined 
to publish my book 
about Pippa before 
she died to prove to 
the world — and to 
her — how important 
her ideas are. But 
since so much is 
happening for her 
now (with shows 
on shows, she’s 
in every magazine 
and newspaper), 
my book can cook. 
The agents did me 
a service. Pippa 
needs a present 
friend, not a busy 
biographer, and my 
book will be better 
for the time we’ve 
spent together. 

I’m dying, 
Pippa texts often. 
This might really 
be the end. When 
she first started 
saying this, I’d 
book a flight 
from my home 

in New York to her in California. 
Three years later, I’ve gotten used 
to the near-death scares. But this 
year, I have started to hear, if not 
death, then a sharp turn towards 
it. Where I used to be the one to 
end our weekly calls — exhausted 
by Pippa’s long, informational 
monologues — she ends all our 
calls now. Then she naps. She 
sleeps as many hours as an elderly 
cat. Her voice has become weary. 
She’s forgetful. She’s also more at 
peace. Last year, death terrified 
her. Now she’s playing with it. 

Hat Hat 
PIPPA PIPPA 
GARNERGARNER
        Blazer         Blazer 
vintage vintage 
Comme Des Comme Des 
Garçons Garçons and shirt and shirt 
vintage Giorgio Armani, both vintage Giorgio Armani, both 
stylist’s ownstylist’s own
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Top 
vintage Vivienne 

Westwood from REPLIKA   
  VINTAGE

Pippa Garner, Classified Ads series, ca. 1995. Newsprint. Courtesy of the artist and STARS, Los Angeles.
The classified section of San Francisco weeklies offered space to describe desired scenarios in just a few characters  
and meet others who might fulfill your fantasies. Garner’s ads were roving, placed in whichever section was free that 
week. She and another trans woman — Garner’s housemate, friend, and sometimes lover — would often meet those who 
responded to the ads together, an intimate performance.
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Fiona: 
T h e y 
w a n t 
to take 
pictures. 

Pippa: No, 
what’s it 
called? 

Fiona: Oh, 
Buffalo Zine. 
It’s a really 
thick art and 
fashion magazine 
out of London. 
How do you feel 
about photos?

Pippa: Yeah, 
you know, it’s 
interesting, one of 
the things I did in 
my random approach to 
tampering with my gender 
identity was — back in 
the nineties, there was 
no middle ground. If you 
were transsexual then 
you were meant to go jump 
over the fence. If you were 
male, you’d go to female. 
If you were female, you’d 
go to male. There wasn’t any 
dabbling in the middle. Or 
dawdling? Dabbling? Is that 
right? 

Fiona: Must be dabbling. You 
don’t dawdle, you move fast.

Pippa: Dabbling. There were 
therapies in the Bay Area for 
changing your voice and all this 

stuff and I just didn’t 
care, I didn’t really 
want to look or act like 
a woman. What I saw when I 
looked in the mirror was an 
object and what attracted me 
were the amazing things that 
plastic surgeons can do. Among 
the first surgeries I got, in my 
late forties or early fifties, 
was a really good facelift by 
this top notch surgeon in the 
Bay. Now everybody says, ‘Oh, you 
look good, you sound alright.’

Fiona: You look beautiful. You look 
really good. 

Pippa: It’s almost a disadvantage 
at times though, when I’m trying to 
convince somebody that I’m really 
sick and they don’t believe it. 

Fiona: You have an invisible 
disability. 

Pippa: Everybody should get a 
facelift in their fifties, it works 
perfectly. But I would definitely 
like to do photos. 

Fiona: Okay, great. 

Pippa: Another reason to stay alive. 
What was I gonna ask? Oh, damn 
it. The headache that I have is so 
distracting, I’ll be talking and then 
all of a sudden it’ll sort of zap me 
and I lose my train of thought. Or 
maybe I’m trying to make excuses for 
my age. Today is the debate, isn’t 
it?

Fiona: Is it?

Pippa: It’s so ironic that the 
President [Joe Biden] is only a year 
younger than I am. Hopefully, the two 
of them — who is the woman that was a 
candidate for a while? 

Fiona: Marianne Williamson? 

Pippa: Yeah, she called Biden and 
Trump two grumpy old men. And that’s 
true, but the great advantage to 
Biden is the fact that he has a female 
Vice President. If anything happens 
to him, she’s President. 

Fiona: Yeah, but she’s kind of bad. 
She’s like a cop. 

Pippa: Is she? Well, I don’t care. 
She still has an onboard reproductive 
system. 

[Fiona sort of scoff-sighs, knowing 
what’s coming…]

It’s true, her genitals are not formed 
into a weapon like mine were. I don’t 
think anybody takes this seriously but 

the only smart thing I’ve 
learned in my experiments 
with gender is that all the trouble 
comes from having an absolute dominant 
male leadership in politics, business, 
sports, everything. And that’s because 
of all the testosterone. Men have ten 
times the testosterone that women have 
on average. The combination of that 
and the fact that you are capable of 
producing a human life within your 
own body causes a huge difference in 
the way you view the world around 
you. With all the wars that are going 
on, they’re using this term gunmen. 
There isn’t any female term comparable 
to that. It’s all gun-men. We can’t 
allow that to continue or the human 

race won’t survive. We’ve got to 
get the women in their power. 

Fiona: I agree with that. 
But with people like 
Kamala Harris, they 
often overcompensate, 
trying to compete in a 
man’s world, enacting 
violence, trying to 
prove themselves. 

Pippa: Well, it’s 
possible. On the 
other hand, maybe 
it still sets an 
example that needs 
to be followed. 
I don’t know, 
that’s a good 
point. 

Fiona: In the 
long arc of 
history, maybe it 
sets a precedent, 
even if she enacts 
terrible violence. 
Maybe the next 
woman in power will 
have more freedom… 
It’s still just a 
mess, all of it, and 
way too little, way 
too late. 

Pippa: I’ll stick with 
my feelings because I 

know the way I felt prior 
to flying to Brussels and 

leaving my old genitals there 
— I was aggressive. I wasn’t 

mean or anything. But before the 
sex change, I couldn’t have any 

relationship with a woman without 
thinking about having sex with her. 
And if I wasn’t attracted to her 
sexually, I would move on. I really 
did have in my mind — with all the 
gender hacking rhetoric — the idea of 
eliminating that and being able to 
have an absolute equal relationship 
with women. It worked wonders. Using 
myself as an example may be absurd 
but…

June 27, 
2024  
On the 
phone 

Fiona Alison 
Duncan: This 

magazine wants to 
do a conversation 
between us, 
Buffalo Zine, they 
also want to take 
pictures. 

Pippa Garner: 
What?

“Everybody should 
get a facelift 
in their fifties, 
it works perfectly.”

T-shirt T-shirt 
PIPPA GARNERPIPPA GARNER
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Fiona: It’s first-
hand research. I 

think of you as a scientist, 
experimenting with your own 
body and consciousness. 

Pippa: It’s something I know 
from experience. 

Fiona: There was a recent 
study that suggested that 
testosterone doesn’t 
necessarily make people 
more aggressive, it makes 
people more opportunistic 
and self-interested. So 
in a different culture, 
testosterone might 
be optimised towards 
generosity but we’re 
in a violent culture, 
dominator culture, 
white supremacy, where 
participation in that is 
rewarded. 

Pippa: I read somewhere 
a while back that 
the groups that had 
the highest level of 
testosterone were 
politicians, athletes, 
and trial lawyers. 

Fiona: I have higher 
than average levels 
of male hormones. 

Pippa: You do? 

Fiona: I do, yeah, 
I guess. But again, 
what is quote-
unquote normal? I’m 
just on the higher 
end for someone 
with a pussy. 

Pippa: Well, 
that’s good. 
You’re enjoying 
it in your 
productivity. 

Fiona: I am very 
productive. 

Pippa: I was 
going to say one 
simple answer 
would be to 
half-castrate 
all men. Why 
are there two 
t e s t i c l e s ? 
Half the 
testosterone 
would still 
be plenty for 
b r e e d i n g . 
And it would 
cut down the 
aggression. 

Maybe that’s why nature put 
two instead of one because 
eventually men would wake up 
and realize that that could be 
done. In the early ages, when 
a ship from some other country 
would accidentally get into 
Chinese-controlled water and 
capture it, the first thing 
the dynasties in China would 
do is castrate all the crew and 
make them into slaves. 

Fiona: Yikes! [Fiona pretends 
she hasn’t heard this many 
times before] A war tactic. 

Pippa: There’s something 
potential that we don’t want 
to think about. But with that—

Fiona: We can’t change the 
world from tonight.

Pippa: Yeah. Anyway, I’m glad 
to have you as a friend. I 
should go now, I think I need 
to have a bit of a nap. Where’s 
Noo [Fiona’s cat]? Is she in 
bed waiting for you?

Fiona: She’s beside me right 
now. She likes it when I talk 
on the phone. 

Pippa: She might feel the 
vibration. I think a cat would 
sense a vibration from somebody 
talking softly. That would be 
soothing.

Blazer Blazer 
vintage Yohji vintage Yohji 

Yamamoto and trousers vintage Yamamoto and trousers vintage 
Rick Owens, both Rick Owens, both 

  from WILD WEST SOCIAL HOUSE  from WILD WEST SOCIAL HOUSE
 Shirt vintage Giorgio Armani, stylist’s own Shirt vintage Giorgio Armani, stylist’s own
Tie vintage Vivienne Tie vintage Vivienne 
Westwood from REPLIKA VINTAGEWestwood from REPLIKA VINTAGE

Shoes Shoes 
Pippa’s ownPippa’s own

“All the 
t r o u b l e 
comes from 
having an 
a b s o l u t e 
d o m i n a n t 
m a l e 
l eadersh ip 
in politics, 
b u s i n e s s , 
s p o r t s , 
everything. 
And that’s 
b e c a u s e 
of all the 
testosterone. 
We can’t 
allow that to 
continue or 
the human 
race won’t 
s u r v i v e . 
We’ve got 
to get the 
women in 
their power.”
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“This may be the 
way I end my life, 
unable to clean 
this mess up. I’m 
just sort of saying 
goodbye with a little 
bit of a smile.”Coat  

 BOTTEGA 
VENETA
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Fiona 
wears a PIPPA 

GARNER t-shirt, 
shorts and shoes her own

Pippa wears Blazer vintage Yohji Yamamoto 
and  trousers vintage Rick Owens, both  

   from WILD WEST 
SOCIAL HOUSE
 Shirt vintage Giorgio Armani, stylist’s own, Tie JONATHAN JAMES  
     WILLIAM
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July 22, 2024  
On the phone
Fiona: So I just spoke with the 
photographer. He’s really excited by 
your idea for this shoot. He fielded 
it with the magazine and they’re 
excited as well. I think it’s an 
amazing idea. How did it come to you?

Pippa: I thought, this place is just a 
complete wreck. The back room where my 
computer is has a floor that’s covered 
with socks, leg warmers, underwear, 
and T-shirts, just strewn everywhere. 

I put things down and I can’t find 
them. I was going to get somebody to 
help me put these things away and 
then I thought, ‘Wait a minute, that 
may be a great background’. If I lie 
in this big mess, we can play with it 
and I can sort of portray a ‘dead or 
alive’ kind of image. This may be the 
way I end my life, unable to clean 
this mess up. I’m just sort of saying 
goodbye with a little bit of a smile. 

Fiona: Speaking of smiles, I wanted 
to ask you why you hate emojis. 

Pippa: The word itself, I don’t care 
about, it doesn’t mean anything. 
But these dumb little emojis — a 

heart, a laughing thing — they also 
have no real meaning. It’s totally 
impersonal. Rather than describe a 
contemplated response, you just hit 
the button and put this stupid 
symbol out. It’s a poison, 
a communication toxin. 

Fiona: Many artists I know love 
emojis because they think 
visually.

Pippa: Emojis sort of started 
with the smiley face, which 
e v e r y b o d y thought was obnoxious 
at first. And it kept morphing 
until it got to be a whole array of 
things with no more meaning than 
a smile face has, all saying, ‘Have 
a nice day. Have a nice day’. 

F i o n a : [Laughs] This kind of 
connects to my next question. You 
made a T-shirt once that said, ‘Hire 
an asshole, they get things 
done’. Do you remember that one? 

Pippa: No. 

Fiona: I love it. Do you 
think it’s possible t o 
be successful and not a n 
asshole? 

Pippa: I found a little bit of that 
when I thought I was going to win 
$100,000. [Pippa was up for the 
Trellis Art Fund award. She made it 
to the last round but didn’t get it 
in the end.] From what I was told, I 
pretty much had it. And just knowing 
that might happen, it was impossible 
not to contemplate what I might do 
with it. I started to plan extravagant 
things for myself that gave me higher 
status. The ego came in and said, 
‘You’re special. You’re not the same 
as everybody else. You’re a big notch 
above’. Certainly that right there 
can be a pre-asshole conditioning. 

On the other hand, I always thought 
of all the experiences I had living 
in foreign countries and in different 
social situations, whether it be 
the army, going to ArtCenter, or 
living in Spain, London, or in North 
Africa, and my conclusion was that 
a segment of the population is just 
born assholic and the percentage 
is always the same. Regardless of 
culture or economic status, there’s 
always going to be something like ten 
percent of assholes. 

Fiona: I relate to that. What do 
you think are some of the greatest 
failures of mankind? 

Pippa: I think a lot of people must 
die in a state of misery, which is 
too bad. I think it goes back to the 
existence of man in the first place, 

Trousers Trousers 
JONATHAN JAMES JONATHAN JAMES 

WILLIAMWILLIAM
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F iona: What do you think are some of 
the greatest failures of mankind? 

P ippa: I think a lot of people must die 
in a state of misery, which is too bad.  

I think it goes back to the existence  
of man in the first place, which is along 
with everything else, snails, gophers, the 
mice in my kitchen, elephants, anything.  
We all end up at the end of it, like I am 
now.We’re not trained in this culture to 
expect or accept the end of life. It could be  
that in earlier cultures, they were more prepared, 
because everybody was always together. You 
couldn’t be isolated. Everybody had to take care of 
everybody else.

Fiona 
wears top and 

skirt MARC JACOBS and 
her own shoes

Pippa wears a vintage  
  Comme des Garçons top from REPLIKA 

VINTAGE and her own socks
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which is along 
with everything 

else, snails, gophers, 
the mice in my kitchen, 
elephants, anything. We 
all end up at the end of it, 
like I am now. We’re not 
trained in this culture 
to expect or accept the 
end of life. It could be 
that in earlier cultures, 
they were more prepared, 
because everybody was 
always together. You 
couldn’t be isolated. 
Everybody had to take 
care of everybody else. 

Fiona: I wish life was 
like a meal. Old age 
should be dessert, it 
should be sweet. But 
now, we’ve got this 
weird combination 
of life extension 
through science and 
medicine with extreme 
i n d i v i d u a l i s m . 
People are living 
longer and dying 
alone. 

Pippa: Well, a part of it is 
capitalism, I guess, which 
is extremely limited. It’s 
just trying to get what you 
can get for yourself. I’m 
not dead yet and I wonder 
if, when you get to the 
final stage, you just relax 
and slip away… There’s a 
difference between that 
and being shot in the army 
— speaking of assholes in 
charge, Trump’s thing about 
that suicide attempt [sic. 
assassination attempt]. He 
was making a big, glorious 
thing out of almost getting 
shot, saying: ‘You could 
hear the whistle of the 
bullet go past and then the 
bang.’ Well, I heard that 
a number of times when I 
was in Vietnam. When I was 
out as a combat artist with 
some unit, the infantry 
would go on what they’d call 
a sweep, where everybody 
spreads out about ten yards 
apart with a weapon and you 
just move across these 
rice paddy areas. 
I’m not sure what the 
point of it was but 
there’d be snipers in 

the tree line. I 
stood out because I was 

doing something different 
as a combat artist. So I 
had that experience of the 
bullet going past my head 
and then the bang of the gun 
afterwards several times. 

Fiona: You’re a survivor. 

Pippa: Yeah, I’m sorry, I’m 
running out of—

Fiona: We can stop and 
start again another day. I 
was about to say ‘keep me 
posted’ but like emojis, you 
hate that phrase. Whenever 
I use clichéd phrases, 
you’re always like, ‘Not 
that.’

Pippa: That’s just being an 
asshole as well.

Fiona: True. Okay, well, 
I’ll see you in LA. Take 
care. Oops, that’s a cliché. 
Sorry! Bye! 

Pippa: Goodnight dear.

August 2, 2024 
In person in 
Long Beach, 
two days before 
the photoshoot
Fiona: I was thinking of our 
earlier conversations. You 
know, the term ‘hormone’ 
was only coined in the 
early 20th century 
and that they only 
discovered the sex 
hormones estrogen 
and testosterone 
in the 1920s? 

Pippa: The 
h o r r o r s w e r e 
moaning. 

Fiona: Huh?

Pippa: The horrors 
were mooning? 

Fiona: Oh. The horror, the 
horror. 

Pippa: Yeah, I didn’t know 
that that was so recent. 

Fiona: I wonder what we’ll 
learn about the hormone and 
endocrine system in the 
future. It’s such a new 
field of research and still 
such a mystery. 

Pippa: I was lucky to hook 
up with an endocrinologist 
in Berkeley back when I 
was getting qualified to 
have the labiaplasty and 
vaginoplasty [in the early 
1990s]. I’ve kept in touch 
with her for years. 

Fiona: She’s the one who 
gives you the anti-anxiety 
meds, right? 

Pippa: Yeah, I still rely on 
her. She also prescribed, 
you know, testosterone. I 
still get it. 

Fiona: Do you shoot it?

Pippa: Yeah, which isn’t 
easy now. 

Fiona: Where do you put it? 

Pippa: Put it in my butt.

Fiona: Is that hard? You 
don’t have much flesh on 
your butt anymore. 

P i p p a : I know, not 
on the one side 
where the implant 
w a s r e m o v e d . 

About a year 
ago, the left 
side started 
swelling. I was 
hoping they could 
save the implant 
but it had to go. 
So I just have one 
implant now on my 

right side. When they 
removed the left implant 

at the VA [Veterans 
Affairs hospital], I told 
the doctors and nurses, 
‘Well, this is the first 
time I’ve ever complimented 
anybody on a half-assed 
job.’

Fiona: Oh, that’s funny. 

Pippa: They all laughed in 
spite of themselves.

Fiona: Do you still want 
your implants sold on eBay 
after you die?

Pippa: Oh, sure, I forgot 
about that. They’ve been 
such a part of me, I’ve a 
lot of built-in eroticism. 

Fiona: What do you think 
about me writing a book 
about you? How do you feel 
about it lately? 

Pippa: Crazy. But I want to 
help.

Fiona: What kind of book 
would you like it to be? 
Funny? Romantic?

Pippa: That’s a good 
question. A historical book… 

The week of the photoshoot 
and the one after that, 
Pippa hosted several sets of 
visitors in her home and made 
a few trips out. She tested 
positive for Covid-19 soon 
after and ended up in the 
Veterans Affairs hospital 
for three nights of recovery. 
Pippa’s very nonchalant about 
Covid; she refuses to let 
people wear masks around her 
unless it’s for their safety. 
Until very recently, she was 
also bicycling regularly, 
even though she can hardly 
see and eats so sparingly. 
I was afraid she might die, 
willfully. Although Pippa’s 
death drives are hyperactive, 
so is her will to live. When 
she calls from the hospital, 
I’m relieved. It means she’s 
still alive and letting 
someone take care of her.

“A segment of the 
population is just 
born assholic and 
the percentage is 
always the same. 
Regardless of culture 
or economic status, 
there’s always going 
to be something 
like ten percent of 
assholes.”Jumper 

BURBERRY
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August 19, 2024 
On the phone,  
Pippa’s in the hospital
Fiona: In one of our earlier 
conversations, you were saying that 
Biden’s good because he has a female 
Vice President, Kamala [Harris], 
who’s now running for President. Will 
you be voting for her in November if 
you’re still alive?

Pippa: With both hands. You know, it’s 
a theory and again, I think sometimes 
— oh, I’m a little bit out of breath 
because they have this—

Fiona: Take your time. 

Pippa: It’s the Covid, which I’m no 
longer contagious with, but I’m going 
to have the symptoms for a while. 
I just think, with what’s going on 
right now, a female leader would be 
significant in terms of what she would 
do and also the symbolism of it. 

Fiona: Do you think America is ready 
to elect a woman of color as President? 

Pippa: I don’t know what America is 
at this point. It’ll be a surprise to 
me what happens. I’d love to think 
that people would set aside their 
individual prejudices — I mean, you 
vote alone. You don’t have to tell 
anybody else what you’re doing. 

Fiona: I just remembered this piece 
you made. It’s a voting booth and 
maybe there was a toilet in it…Let me 
find the image and describe it to you. 
Okay, here. The Votary was made in 
1988. It’s a voting booth with red and 
white stripes, gold stars, and little 
American flags on it. Inside, there’s 
a toilet and all these other little 
things like palm trees and pictures 
of eight different faces with buttons 
beside them. You vote based on face. 
There’s a dog water bowl outside and 
a place to print souvenirs. It’s very 
funny. 

Pippa: I’m trying to picture that. 
What’s your opinion? What does it 
seem to say to you? 

Fiona: I like the idea that you can 
take a shit in there. It makes me think 
about how the voting system is shit. 
It’s interesting that you have eight 
different options of people to vote 
for in this booth, which, in America, 
there’s really only two options and 
they’re so similar, which is one of 
the biggest problems with the US 

Pippa: I very much agree with that. 
I think the whole two-party system is 
ridiculous. It comes from the founding 

fathers. What the hell? Are they 
s t i l l running the country? 200 
y e a r s later? 

F i o n a : Speaking of fathers, 
I wanted to ask you what your 
f a t h e r ’ s idea of success was. 

P i p p a : Certainly corporate, 
and he expected me to 
follow that. The idea of me 
being an artist working 
privately was unacceptable to 
him. 

Fiona: Do you think that’s 
why you ended up parodying a 
strict masculine businessman 
in some of your first big 
artistic gestures? The inventor 
character you p l a y e d 
had that throwback 1 9 5 0 s 
masculinity. 

Pippa: Yeah, that was o n e 
of my themes early on. There 
was a style to the way 
businessmen spoke and I was 
really good at imitating 
that.

Fiona: What success did your mom 
experience in her lifetime? 

Pippa: She had her ups and downs with 
my father and with the two of us as 
children. It was not a happy family. 
But she went back to school and ended 
up getting her master’s in English. I 
don’t think she got any support from 
my father at all. She did it on her 
own.

Fiona: DIY, like mother, like spawn. 
You’ve been doing so much press lately 
— this comes after a long career 
working with magazines. What’s the 
value of magazines and newspapers to 
you? 

Pippa: Extreme. I got into car 
magazines really young, in the 
fifties. The pictures of things that 
were current and the descriptions of 
things that were happening and the 
whole idea of being able to get that 
information vicariously, rather than 
having to actually have the experience 
of something — you could compress it 
into this little 8x10 thing. It was 
great. 

Fiona: Magazines let your imagination 
travel. 

Pippa: Exactly. They were really cheap 
too, 25 cents or something. I saved 
them all. My favorite was a hot rod 
magazine called Hot Rods. 

Fiona: Didn’t you used to order muscle 
man magazines? 

Pippa: I never bought any 
but I’d look through them 
sometimes. It was very kinky and 
associated with being gay, which was 
completely unacceptable back then. 
That was back when it was thought 
that gyms were kinky, nobody went to 
gyms. That changed in about 1970. 

Fiona: Gyms are still kinky, I know a 
lot of guys who fuck at the gym.

Pippa: Did we go? 

Fiona: Yeah, we went to the gym 
together. 

Pippa: That’s right. 

Fiona: You taught me some tricks. Why 
do you think I’m so interested in you 
and your work?

Pippa: You’re a seeker. 

Fiona: I am a seeker. 

Pippa: But I don’t know, I have a 
superficial attitude about my impact 
on culture or anything else. Those 
who have the best response to my early 
work weren’t even born yet when I 
did it. It was something like out 
of another era, out of another 

world almost. And it was just 
pure luck that I happened 

t o hit it right like that. 
If I’d been a decade off…

Fiona: Hayden [Dunham] 
says you’re like a 
time traveler and that 
you’re actually from a future that’s 
yet to come. There’s still things 
about your practice that the culture 
hasn’t fully grasped. 

Pippa: Well, then I probably haven’t 
grasped them either. This is hard 
[Pippa is out of breath].

Fiona: We can stop. 

Pippa: But I have to tell you, I 
really did enjoy our time together 
when you were here. 

Fiona: Me too.

Pippa: It was the first time in a 
while that I’ve had that really 
refreshing, satisfying feeling of 
having a friend, you know. 

Fiona: We got to play at the shoot. 
It was fun. 

Pippa: The photographer, Ben, texted 
me to say how happy Spencer and him 
were with the photos and how young 
I look. I guess if that’s the last 
thing I do then that was a successful 
thing.

“I don’t know 
what America is at 
this point. It’ll be 
a surprise to me 
what happens.”

Dress 
MARC JACOBS

71



Coat  
BOTTEGA VENETA

Photography 
BEN TAYLOR
Fashion 
SPENCER SINGER
Fashion Asst 
DARLENE PARK

72


