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Westward Expansion Lesson Plan
Lesson Summary: Students will learn about the wagon trains and westward expansion and analyze a series of letters from a man writing home from the wagon trains in 1849 using the HIPP(Y) method. 
Grade Level: 9-12
Duration: 1 hour
Common Core Objectives, History/Social Studies: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
Missouri State Standards, Social Studies, Grades 9-12: 
3.2.B.
Describe the purpose challenges, and economic incentives that impacted expansion and Westward movement.


Materials: 
Samuel S. Wilson Letters, 1849-1852
https://digital.shsmo.org/digital/collection/frontier/id/45/rec/1
Note- these can be viewed online or printed, although the online version has a typed transcript for students who struggle to read cursive. 
Oregon Trail Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMMpHRHM0Ac

Activities: 
	Warmup (5 minutes) Have students write a list of items that they would take along with them if they had to uproot their entire lives and move. The items would have to fit in an SUV and they must also consider food. For an extended warm up, you can have students share these items with a seat partner or ask students to share with the class. 
Video (15 minutes) Have students watch video on the Oregon Trail. 
Read Correspondence (15 minutes) Students will read letters written by a man who traveled by wagon train to California to find work during the gold rush. (Link Above). 
Would recommend they read the first and last set of letters, May 19th, 1849 pg 1-3 and June 18th, 1850 pg 1-4. Additional reading at the discretion of the teacher. 
HIPP(Y) Analysis (25 minutes) Using the letters and information in the Object description, students will complete the HIPPY Analysis Worksheet that goes along with the letters. 





HIPP(Y) Document Analysis
Read through the documents you’ve been provided. These are authentic letters from a man who traveled along the Oregon Trail and worked in California during the gold rush. Answer the following questions. 

Historical Context: What was happening at the time these letters were created? How do these events affect the content? 


Intended Audience: Who was this document created for? How might the audience affect the message or the reliability of these letters? 



Purpose: Why were these letters created? What was the author’s goal, message, or intent?


Point of View: Who is the author and how does their background (gender, race, class, occupation, etc.) shape their perspective?


Why is this document important? 
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