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Understanding Historic Missourians
Lesson Summary: 
Students will utilize the State Historical Society of Missouri’s Historic Missourians webpage to learn about a historic figure from their area. They will summarize the biography they read and describe the character traits of their chosen figure. 
Grade Level: 3
Duration: 45 minutes
Common Core Objectives: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.2
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
Missouri Social Studies Standards: 
1.3.E. 
Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of influential Missourians.
Activities
	Warm-up (5 minutes) Have students raise their hands and list famous historical people they know. After a few minutes of this, ask them to list any famous people from Missouri. 
Think-Pair-Share (5 minutes) Write the definition for a Biography on the board. Have students talk with a partner about what someone might write in a biography about them. 
Understanding Historic Missourians (35 minutes) Using the “Understanding Historic Missourians” Worksheet, students will navigate to SHSMO’s Historic Missourians webpage and select a Historic Missourian to read about. From there, they will answer a series of questions summarizing the biography and describing the person’s character traits. 
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Understanding Historic Missourians
“Missourians have been making an amazing difference in the human history since the first people or Native Americans populated this region of mighty rivers, trickling creeks, tall grasses, rough cliffs, rolling hills, and wide-open space. Enjoy the lives you’re about to encounter. Think about who these people were as individuals and as members of their communities. What can you learn from each one of them today? How will you make a difference in our world?”
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Go to this link to find the historic Missourians webpage: Historic Missourians

Click the region tab at the top of the page
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If you’re a Missourian, choose the region you live in! Ask your teacher for help if you’re not sure which it is. If you’re not from Missouri, pick any region. 
Pick one of the Historic Missourians from your region and click on their name. 
Read the biography about them and move on to the questions on page 2. 
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Historic Missourians Questions
1. Who is the Historic Missourian you chose?

2. When were they born? When did they die?

3. Write a summary (3-4 sentences) of the biography you just read. Make sure to use your own words!




4. Why did you pick this person to read about? 



5. Write a list of three character traits of theirs. Ex. Brave, Smart, Kind
·  

·  

·   
6. If you were a historic Missourian, what traits would you like to have?
·  


·   

·   
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Open Access Lesson Resources

Lessons for grades K-12 highlighting Missouri’s cultural heritage, history,
and place in the American story.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI




