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Exploring Digital Collections Lesson Plan

Lesson Summary: Students will use the State Historical Society of Missouri’s Digital Collections website to find a primary source of their choosing. They will summarize the primary sources and analyze how an individual or organization’s perspective may impact an artifact.  

Grade Level: 9-12

Duration: 1 hour

Common Core Objectives, History/Social Studies:

Grade 9-10

Key Ideas and Details:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

Grades 11-12

Key Ideas and Details:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

Missouri Social Studies Standards: 

 Grades 9-12 American History

5.1.A. 
Using a United States’ historical lens, describe how peoples’ perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they created.

Activities
1. Journal (5 minutes) Students will write one paragraph (5-7 sentences) about a current event they’ve been interested in. They should list all of the primary sources that could have been created around that event. Note- begin the journal with a definition of Primary sources if that has not already been established. 
2. Think-Pair-Share (5 minutes) Students will turn to a partner and share the different sorts of primary sources they listed. Once they’ve shared with a partner, the teacher may ask a handful of students what kinds of sources they listed and write a list of potential sources on the board. 
3. Exploring Digital Collections (20 minutes) Using the Exploring Digital Collections Handout, students will navigate to SHSMO’s Digital Collections website and select a photograph and a document from any of the digital collections for their assignment. They do not need to be related.
4. Primary Source Summary (15 minutes) Students will summarize the resources they selected. They will also choose one quote from their chosen document to analyze. 
5. Exit Ticket (5 minutes) Students will fill out the exit ticket identifying the primary sources they chose and evaluating their understanding of central ideas. 

Scaffolding: For more advanced students, have the students select two related resources on the same subject. Have students write an additional paragraph comparing and contrasting the two sources they chose using text evidence. 




Exploring Digital Collections
Name: 
Class period: 
Teacher: 

Instructions: 

Follow this link to view SHSMO’s Digitized Collections: Link


Please Note: Historical materials are products of their time, and some of these materials contain offensive language or negative stereotypes. The State Historical Society of Missouri does not endorse any views expressed in these collections.
 

Choose one image and one document from any of the digitized collections. Paste the links below. 

	Image Link:
	

	Document Link:
	




Summarize each of your chosen materials on the next page. 


Summary: What kind of primary source is this? What is the image or document telling you? Use the item descriptions to identify the time period and context of the source. For the document summary, also select a quote and analyze/explain what that quote tells you about the person or organization that created it. 


Note- If you have a difficult time reading the text, there is a transcript button with a typed version of the text. Click on it to read the transcript.

	Image Summary:
	

	Document Summary:
	








Exit Ticket: 						Name:
What kinds of primary sources did you select today? 

On a scale of 1-5, how confident are you that you can find the central idea of a primary source?
1		2		3		4		5
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1		2		3		4		5

	
image1.jpg
Open Access Lesson Resources

Lessons for grades K-12 highlighting Missouri’s cultural heritage, history,
and place in the American story.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI




