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Secondary vs. Primary Sources Lesson Plan
Lesson Summary: Students will compare a secondary source to the primary sources that it utilizes and analyze how secondary sources can influence the interpretation of an event. 
Grade Level: 9-12
Duration: 1 hour
Common Core Objectives, History/Social Studies: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6
Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
Missouri State Standards, Social Studies, Grades 9-12: 
1.5.C.
Trace changes in military strategies and technologies as a response to the challenges of the Cold War.


Activities
	1. Journal (5 minutes) Students will write one paragraph (5-7 sentences) telling a story about something that happened to them in the last year. Would someone else tell the story differently? 
2. Think-Pair-Share (5 minutes) Have students talk to a seat partner about what they think the difference is between primary and secondary sources. End with providing a definition of primary and secondary sources for the class for review. 
3. Annotation (15 minutes) Pass out the Primary vs. Secondary Source Worksheet and Handout A. Handout A is an excerpt of a secondary source on the papers of Missouri Congressman, William J. Randall. Students will annotate the excerpt. 
4. Comparison and Analysis (30 minutes) Pass out Handout B. This is one of the primary sources referenced in Handout A. Once they’ve read this primary source, they will write a paragraph analyzing the two sources and how a secondary source can influence a primary source.
a. NOTE- Handout B is a PDF and must be downloaded separately. You will find the file below the link for “Compare and Contrast Primary vs. Secondary Sources” 





Name: 
Class Period: 
Teacher:
Primary vs. Secondary Sources
Annotate: 
· Read Handout A and Annotate. 
· Underline the main points the author is trying to make. 
· Circle the quotes used from primary sources. 
· Highlight sentences where the author is interpreting or explaining the quotes
· Write 1-2 sentences at the bottom of the excerpt summarizing it.

Compare and Analyze:
Read Handout B. This is one of the primary sources used for the excerpt you just annotated. After reading this source, write 5-7 sentences on why you think the author of Handout A chose that quote and how you think authors of secondary sources can influence how people view historical events.  What was excluded from the speech in Handout B? What was included? Use 1-2 quotes from the text in your response. 
	


Handout A
Excerpt from “From the Stacks: The Congressional Papers of William J. “Bill” Randall by Syd Stoll, Summer 2025

As a congressman, Randall considered the needs and desires of his constituents to be his highest priority. He was well known for his personal attention to the voters of the Fourth District. His many personal letters, notes of congratulation, and birthday wishes to constituents make up a significant portion of his papers. Randall was not taken to using form letters either. The vast majority of the correspondence shows comments tailored to the constituent’s situation and meant to make them feel personally valued by their congressman. The letters they wrote back to him touched on this, and some noted rereading correspondence from him again and again. In one such letter to a constituent he wrote, “Dear Mr. Heid: We heard from our mutual friend Mrs. Hilda Hendrickson that you recently celebrated your 85th birthday.”[endnoteRef:1] It was remarked that Randall seemed to be on a first-name basis with many of his voters. But of course his legacy was not simply that he was friendly with his constituents; he also was expected to fight on their behalf.  [1: . William R. Randall to Mr. Heid, 1966, William J. Randall Papers (K0791), State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center–Kansas City.
 ] 

	Agricultural issues became one of Randall’s chief concerns while in office. For his rural constituents especially, agricultural action at the federal level was crucial. In one of his early speeches, Randall noted, “Since being in Washington, I find that the real trouble is that most farmers aren’t getting their money’s worth . . . The federal program is lagging at least 10–15 years behind what’s really going on in agriculture.”[endnoteRef:2] In his first year in office, he worked to improve how the federal government’s resources were directed to meet the needs of Missouri’s Fourth District. Bills he sponsored while in Congress were focused on agricultural measures that affected his district.    [2: . “Your Money’s Worth” Farm Speech, 1959, Randall Papers. 
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Open Access Lesson Resources

Lessons for grades K-12 highlighting Missouri’s cultural heritage, history,
and place in the American story.
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