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December 2nd, 2019 Florence Area Transportation Study (FLATS) Policy Committee Meeting 

FLORENCE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (FLATS) 

POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

January 24th, 2022 

 

 

Committee Members Present: Mayor Ashby Gregg, Mayor Teresa Myers Ervin, Commissioner 

Tony Cox, Council Chairman Willard Dorriety, Jr. and Council Member Waymon Mumford. 

 

Non-Voting Members Present:  Shawn Brashear, Randall Osterman, K.G. Rusty Smith, Jr., and 

Don Strickland.  

 

Study Team Members Present: Brian Dix (SCDOT), Clint Moore (City of Florence), Edwin 

Sharpe (SCDOT), Jerry Dudley (City of Florence), Yolanda Morris (FHWA), Leah Quattlebaum 

(SCDOT),  

 

Staff Present:  Ethan Brown  

Guest Speakers: None 

 

Others Present: Betsy McCall (SCDOT), Erin Porter (SCDOT), and Christina Lewis (SCDOT) 

 

 

 

Vice Chairman Mumford called the meeting to order. A roll call was taken and a quorum was 

confirmed. 

 

The next item on the agenda was election of officers. Mr. Brashear called for a motion to nominate 

a Chairman. Councilman Dorriety nominated Councilman Mumford. The motion was then seconded 

by Mayor Ervin. There were no other nominations. The vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Brashear 

then called for a motion to nominate a Vice Chairman. Mayor Gregg nominated Councilman 

Dorriety. Councilman Dorriety then declined the nomination due to the Chairman also being a 

Florence County Councilman. Councilman Dorriety then nominated Mayor Gregg for Vice 

Chairman. There were no other nominations. Mayor Gregg was then elected to Vice Chairman 

unanimously.   

 

The next item on the agenda was approval of the April 24th, 2021 Policy Committee meeting minutes. 

Vice Chairman Gregg made a motion to approve the minutes and Councilman Dorriety seconded the 

motion. There was no discussion.  A vote was then taken and the minutes were approved.  

 

The next agenda item was an amendment to the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan to include a 

System performance Report. Mr. Brown explained that this was a required amendment and that the 

Study Team had reviewed this and voted to send it to the Policy Committee. Mr. Brown then asked 

Ms. Porter of SCDOT to please briefly explain this report to the committee. Ms. Porter explained 

that this was the part of the performance measure reporting required by FHWA. Mrs. Porter then 

reviewed the document with the Committee. The Chairman then called for a motion to approve the 

amendment. A motion was made by Councilman Dorriety and seconded by Commissioner Cox. The 

vote then carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Brown explained that the next item on the agenda was an additional amendment to the 2040 

Long Range Transportation plan to adopt the annual target goals, Mr. Brown explained that this  
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had been reviewed by the Study Team and they had approved for it to be sent to the Policy 

Committee. He then went on to explain that this amendment address the following three target goals: 

Highway Safety, Transit Safety, and Transit Asset Management. Mr. Brown stated that historically 

the MPO has chosen to adopt the targets that are provided to them by SCDOT and PDRTA, and that 

staff was once again recommending this course of action. He then went over each target goal. At the 

conclusion of his presentation, Chairman Mumford called for a motion to approve the amendment. 

A motion was made by Mayor Gregg and seconded by Tony Cox. The vote carried unanimously.  

 

Mr. Brown explained that the next agenda item was for information only and was an update on the 

feasibility reports that the committee had previously reported. Ms. McCall from SCDOT was present 

and gave the report.  

 

Mr. Brown introduced the next item on the agenda which was an amendment to the 2021-2027 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Mr. Brown explained that staff was requesting 

funding for this project even though it was the fourth ranked project. This was due to it being 

the most financially feasible project at present time and because SCDOT already had enough 

available information to start the project without the MPO having to pay for a feasibility 

report.  He went on to explain that SCDOT also recommended that the project be handled as 

an intersection improvement project versus the original plan to proceed with it as a widening 

project. This was due to the short length of the road. If the project was solely funded as a 

widening project, it would not meet necessary criteria for funding. By moving forward with 

it as an intersection improvement project it would meet enough criteria to be funded while 

also accomplishing what the original widening project intended to do. The requested 

allocation was $600,000 for Preliminary Engineering, $900,000 for Right of Way 

Acquisition and $3,000,000 for Construction. The total estimated cost of the project was 

estimated to be at $4.5 million. The Chairman then asked if it was feasible to have the project 

completed by 2027. Mr. Dix from SCDOT explained that the project was estimated to be 

concluded in late 2026 to early 2027. Vice Chairman Gregg then asked if these numbers 

were any different than the previous estimate that came before the committee for Holly 

Circle. Mr. Dix explained that they had reviewed the numbers and do to the project being in 

an urban corridor, and the impacts that they expected it could have on surrounding 

properties, they felt comfortable the numbers would need to stay where they were to 

complete the project.  The chairman then called for a motion to approve the amendment. A 

motion was made by Commissioner Cox and seconded by Mayor Ervin. The vote carried 

unanimously.  

 

Mr. Brown introduced the next agenda item as an amendment to the 2040 Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP).  He explained that this amendment was to officially change the 

Holly Circle project from a widening project to an intersection improvement project. 

Mr.Brown went on to explain that for this to be put into the TIP as an intersection 

improvement project, it must also be listed in the LRTP as an intersection improvement 

project. The Chairman called for a motion to approve the amendment. A motion was made 

by Mayor Ervin and seconded by Councilman Dorriety. The vote carried unanimously.  

 

Mr. Brown introduced the next item as an amendment to the MPO’s bylaws. He then 

explained that this amendment was to add three new public safety positions to the Study 

Team. These three positions were the Florence County EMS Director, West Florence Fire 
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Chief, and the South Carolina Highway Patrol Troop 5 Commander. This was being done to 

ensure there was a focus on having a safer transportation system. The Chairman then called 

for a motion to approve the amendment. Councilman Dorriety made the motion and it was 

seconded by Mayor Gregg. The vote then carried unanimously.    

 

A 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan was then provided by Kristina Whitfield of Kimley-

Horn. 

  

A transit update was next on the agenda and was presented by Don Strickland.   

 

Mr. Shaw was present from the Pee Dee Council of Governments to provide a transportation 

update on their behalf.  

 

The next item was a project status report for the FLATS MPO area. Brian Dix of SCDOT gave 

the report.  

 

The next item on the agenda was other business. There was no other business presented.  

 

The next item on the agenda was public comments. There was no public comments.  
 

The Chainman then called for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Dorriety made the motion. The 

motion was seconded by Mayor Gregg. The vote carried unanimously.  

  


