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Welcome to the Bull City
Perhaps you’ve heard about Durham’s celebrated food scene, top-notch universities, or start up culture. Maybe you’ve 
heard that we’re a mid-sized southern city with a cosmopolitan streak – cool, cultured, but a little rough around the 
edges. We are that and more. 

But things look a little different in the COVID landscape. We wear fabric face coverings in public, practice social 
distancing and wash our hands regularly. We helped create and abide by the Durham Recovery & Renewal Task Force’s 
Back on the Bull campaign and hold ourselves accountable. We’re ready when you are to come discover Durham. 

Durham’s History
Fresh life has been breathed into the bones of this old 
tobacco have that celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2019, 
helping make what’s old new again. The red brick warehouses 
and rustic tobacco factories that once housed the world’s 
largest tobacco company now form the historic American 
Tobacco Campus, creating a live-work-play destination 
brimming with energy and entertainment. Architectural 
landmarks have been repurposed downtown, such as the 
eclectic Brightleaf District and American Underground. 

Durham is the only county in North Carolina with three state 
historic sites. The Duke Homestead State Historic Site, home 
of the self-made tobacco tycoon Washington Duke, features a 
restored mid-1800s home, tobacco barns, an original tobacco 
factory, and a museum. Historic Stagville was one of the 
largest plantations in the South, with 900 enslaved people and 
30,000 acres. Now the site is devoted to the preservation and 
study of African American culture with free tours available 
daily. Bennett Place provides a look back in time at restored 
historic structures and living history events at the site of the 
largest troop surrender and effective end of the Civil War.

Boutique Hotels
Unscripted Durham is the latest boutique hotel to open 
in the heart of Durham located in a renovated mid-century 
motor lodge. The hotel also has 74 rooms, a pool deck, bar, 
ground-floor taproom, and diner.

Located just across the street, The Durham is an independent 
hotel inhabiting a resurrected mid-century Home Savings 
Bank building. The 53-room hotel is a cultural hub for our 
vibrant and engaged downtown community.

21c Museum Hotel has restored the historic Hill Building, into 
a 125-room boutique hotel. The hotel features a restaurant 
and lounge called Counting House and a museum with 
curated, rotating exhibits of contemporary art.

Accolades 
We are “the Tastiest Town in the South,” per Southern 
Living, the “Foodie Capital of the South,” as told by the 
New York Post and “One of the country’s most vibrant 
– and most walkable – dining, drinking, and shopping 
destinations,” per Bon Appétit. After one bite, you’ll see 
why.  

Other accolades:
#1 Best City for Millennials in the U.S. – Growella 
#10 Best Places to Live – U.S. News & World Report 
#1 Smallest Gender Wage Gap in the Nation – Adobo 
#3 City Where a Paycheck Stretches the Farthest – Forbes 
#1 America’s Leading Creative Class Metro – The Atlantic 
#1 Top College in the South – Forbes
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Black-Owned Businesses
We believe that Black Lives Matter. From the post-
Civil War development of Black Wall Street and Hayti 
(residential and business districts that received national 
acclaim) Durham’s African American community is and 
has been indescribable in its impact. Today Durham is 
home to 170+ Black-owned businesses, ranging from 
Beyoncé-endorsed and female-led Bright Black candles 
to fair-trade tea house, Jeddah’s Tea, and NorthStar 
Church of the Arts, where spirituality and the arts 
commingle, and so much more.

Morgan Siegel, Jeddah’s Tea



M Sushi is an ambitious omakase, or 
“chef’s choice” restaurant from Chef 
Michael Lee. Fresh fish is flown in daily 
from Japan and Korea. Check out M 
Kokko, Lee’s tiny chicken comfort food 
spot next door. M Tempura is one of 
only three true tempura restaurants 

New Additions
Durham Food Hall
A casual, modern space designed for 
community destination dining and unique 
culinary experiences. 
 
Sweets by Shayda 
Le Cordon Bleu Paris graduate and owner, 
Shayda Williams brings a taste of France 
to downtown 

Plum Southern Kitchen & Bar 
Southern-American fare and gracious 
hospitality at this restaurant and bar 
from siblings, Lisa and Chef Kevin 
Callaghan.

Rockwood Dairy Bar  
A one-stop shop for locally made, freshly 
spun ice cream, ice cream sodas, ice 
cream sandwiches and baked treats.

Corpse Reviver 
A craft cocktail bar located in a former 
coffin shop, by the duo behind the award-
winning Durham Distillery showcasing 
Conniption Gin cocktails.

Da Kine’s Café and Kava Bar 
An alternative bar concept featuring non-
alcoholic kava beverages that provide 
hangover-free stress-relief, mental and 
physical relaxation.

Coming Soon
Boxyard RTP
Industrial meets inventive in this shipping 
container community where guests can 
meet, eat, connect and unwind.

BB’s Crispy Chicken  
James Beard Award-winning chef Ashley 
Christensen brings her fast-casual concept 
to University Hills. 

Rofhiwa Book Café  
A Black-owned book café and community 
hub offering Black and African literature 
from across the globe with a wide selection 
of coffee brews. 

Press Coffee + Crepes  
A European inspired coffeehouse offering 
quality coffee and a variety of  crepes in 
the American Tobacco District.

Durham Has Earned its Reputation 
as a Southern Foodie Epicenter
Durham delivers on the foodie experience. Relish fresh fish from the NC coast fried 
to perfection by James Beard -nominated, Chef Ricky at Saltbox Seafood Joint, 
sweet potato beer at Fullsteam Brewery, award-winning gin at Durham Distillery, 
and Southern favorites like biscuits and whole hog barbeque at Picnic.

on the East Coast, while M Pocha is 
a Korean tapas restaurant. Lee plans 
to expand his M-pire with four new 
restaurants soon.

Don’t miss any of Matthew Kelly’s 
restaurants. Savor Spanish tapas at 
Mateo bar de tapas, enjoy house-cured 
meats at Alimentari, enjoy house-
made Italian pasta at Mother & Sons, 
and indulge at the moules frites at Vin 
Rouge, while Jimmy’s Dockside to-go 
is keeping Saint James Seafood afloat 
while capacity regulations are in place.

The Durham has established itself as 
a locally focused mid-century modern 
boutique hotel. Don’t miss The Roof, a 
rooftop bar with sweeping views of the 
city, and The Restaurant at the Durham 
from James Beard award-winning chef 
Andrea Reusing. 

Durham is home to Durham Distillery, the No. 
1 craft gin distillery in the U.S., Mystic Farm & 
Distillery, the largest solar-powered bourbon 
distillery in the world, and Bedlam Vodka 
of Graybeard Distillery, the only rice vodka 
distilled on the East Coast. Honeygirl Meadery 
(the Triangle’s first meadery) celebrates nature 
and the work of honeybees by making meads 
(honey wines) with seasonal fruits, flowers, 
herbs, and honey. Brothers Vilgalys gained 
notoriety as the first distillery to produce 
Krupnikas in the U.S. Finally, no cocktail bar is 
complete without a top-shelf tonic syrup, which 
Durham’s own Alley Twenty Six creates using 
cinchona tree bark, lemongrass, limes, and sugar 
before distributing throughout the country.

You’ll Love Our Craft Breweries...
And Our Distilleries
Durham is no stranger to great craft breweries, with the award-winning Fullsteam 
Brewery and Ponysaurus Brewing Company, Hi-Wire Brewing taproom at 
Golden Belt, and not to mention the delicious array of locally-sourced ciders 
produced by Bull City Ciderworks. The Bull City is also home to some of the best 
micro-distilleries in North Carolina, too.  

GLOBE-AMERICAS  discoverdurham.com     Facebook-square  DiscoverDurhamNC     TWITTER  @DurhamNC     instagram  durhamnc     YOUTUBE  DiscoverDurham

Contact: VEDA GILBERT | Public Relations Manager | 919.680.8304 | veda@discoverdurham.com

M Sushi

Durham Distillery


