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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION for STATE and LOCAL HISTORY

Timeline of Recent Major Developments (continued)

The history field is facing multiple challenges, including increased government censorship, cancelled
grants and services from federal agencies, and efforts by the White House to promote a triumphalist vision
of the U.S. 250th anniversary. This page highlights the relevant major developments from January
through July 2025.

o July 25: Federal judge grants a preliminary junction halting termination of thousands of NEH grants
to members of the Authors Guild; in same order, judge declines to issue preliminary injunction in
lawsuit brought by the American Historical Association (AHA) and fellow associations.

¢ June 16: U.S. Government Accountability Office, Congress’s nonpartisan watchdog agency, finds
that White House broke the law in IMLS funding for grants and contracts; White House lays off 100

employees from the National Archives.
e June 9: U.S. Department of Interior requires all NPS sites to post signage encouraging visitors to

report any information they feel depicts past or living Americans or landscapes in a “negative” light.
e June 6: Federaljudge declines to issue a preliminary injunction stopping the White House from
dismantling IMLS in a case brought by Democracy Forward on behalf of the American Library
Association (ALA) and AFSCME.
¢ May 15: Federation of State Humanities Councils and Oregon Humanities file joint lawsuit

challenging executive actions against NEH.

e May13:Judge issues preliminary injunction requested by 21 state attorneys general in lawsuit filed
to defend IMLS; injunction requires Trump administration to undo steps taken to dismantle IMLS
and prohibits further action against agency.

e May 12: Authors Guild and group of scholars file class action lawsuit contesting cancelled NEH

grants; federal judge soon issues order tentatively consolidating this lawsuit with similar suit
brought by AHA et al.

e May 8: President Trump dismisses Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden.

e May 2: White House releases its FY26 budget recommendations, which eliminate funding for NEH
and IMLS, as well as reduce support for NPS.

¢ May 1: AHA and partner associations file lawsuit to defend the NEH.

e April 29: Mellon Foundation makes one-time, stop-gap emergency funding commitment of $15
million for all 56 state and territory humanities councils.
e April 10: Portion of cancelled NEH grants announced reallocated to White House’s “Garden of

Heroes” project.
e April 7: Democracy Forward files lawsuit on behalf of ALA and AFSCME in support of IMLS.
e April 4: Twenty-one state attorneys general file lawsuit to defend IMLS.
o Weeks of April 3, 8, and 15: Thousands of NEH and IMLS grants suddenly cancelled.
e Week of April 3: Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) places approximately 80% of NEH

staff on administrative leave.
e March 31: DOGE places entire IMLS staff on 90-day administrative leave.
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https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/judge-issues-temporary-injunction-trump-administration-cancellation-humanities-124091140
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70243086/116/the-authors-guild-v-national-endowment-for-the-humanities/
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/imls-funding-gao
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/imls-funding-gao
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/agency-oversight/2025/06/gao-finds-trump-administrations-second-violation-of-federal-spending-law/
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/06/trump-administration-resumes-layoffs-targeting-national-archives-staff/406112/
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/06/trump-administration-resumes-layoffs-targeting-national-archives-staff/406112/
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/10/nx-s1-5429773/national-park-service-signs
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/10/nx-s1-5429773/national-park-service-signs
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69856318/49/american-library-association-v-sonderling/
https://www.statehumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05-15-Complaint.pdf
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/doge-sued-oregon-neh-1234742473/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69844582/60/state-of-rhode-island-v-trump/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97766-federal-judge-in-rhode-island-orders-halt-to-imls-dismantling.html
https://authorsguild.org/app/uploads/2025/05/ECF-001-Complaint-in-AG-v.-NEH.pdf
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/the-authors-guild-sues-neh-doge-1234742016/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/the-authors-guild-sues-neh-doge-1234742016/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70035052/52/american-council-of-learned-societies-v-mcdonald/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/09/nx-s1-5393737/carla-hayden-fired-library-of-congress-trump
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Fiscal-Year-2026-Discretionary-Budget-Request.pdf
https://www.acls.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/1-Complaint.pdf
https://www.mellon.org/news/americas-humanities-councils-get-a-lifeline
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/10/arts/trump-garden-heroes-humanities.html
https://democracyforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/001.-2025.04.07-ALA-v.-Sonderling-Complaint.pdf
https://www.njoag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-0404_IMLS-Filing.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/style/2025/04/07/neh-grants-canceled-cuts/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97563-imls-staffers-cry-foul-as-new-leadership-continues-to-slash-and-burn.html
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5352422/neh-staff-administrative-leave
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5352422/neh-staff-administrative-leave
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services

e March 27: Trump signs executive order attempting to replace evidence-based history with

deceptive, exclusionary narrative at Smithsonian Institution and NPS sites.

e March 14: Trump signs executive order aimed at dismantling IMLS.

e February 14: DOGE lays off approximately 1,000 NPS staffers.

o February 7: President Trump dismisses Archivist of the United States Colleen Shogan.

e January 29: Trump signs executive orders promoting narrow, incomplete view of history and
commemoration: one undermining effective and accurate K-12 history education and one

promoting an exclusively celebratory observance of the U.S. 250th.
e January 20: Trump signs executive order ending diversity, equity, and inclusion programs
throughout the federal government.

AASLH'’s efforts to champion the history field are made possible by the generous support of the history
community. Become a member of AASLH or donate today.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
https://aaslh.org/defending-our-full-shared-history-at-the-smithsonian-and-national-park-service/
https://aaslh.org/defending-our-full-shared-history-at-the-smithsonian-and-national-park-service/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/continuing-the-reduction-of-the-federal-bureaucracy/
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/26/nx-s1-5307908/national-parks-layoffs-visitors-disruptions
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/07/politics/colleen-shogan-trump-dismisses-national-archivist/index.html
https://aaslh.org/the-250th-anniversary-and-the-road-ahead/
https://aaslh.org/the-250th-anniversary-and-the-road-ahead/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/celebrating-americas-250th-birthday/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-and-wasteful-government-dei-programs-and-preferencing/
https://aaslh.org/membership/
https://aaslh.org/about/donate/

