
Name:  _______________________________       Date: 

The Impact of Trade on Africa 

Directions: Complete this study guide as you move through the lesson. By taking 
notes, you are more likely to remember what you are learning. The completed study 
guide can be used for practice activities and to prepare for quizzes and exams. Be sure 
to save each study guide so you can access it when you need it. 

Essential Vocabulary 

As you encounter these World History terms in the lesson, enter the meaning and 
an example (or two) for each. You can even draw a picture. If there are other 
unfamiliar words you find, enter them in the blank spaces provided. 

Ghana intermediary 

Mali lingua franca 

the Periplus Kilwa 



 
 

outpost 
 

Manyikeni 
 

  

Gold and the Empire of Ghana 

1. Which African empire was the first to base its economy primarily on trade? 

 

2. Who do many historians believe founded the Ghana Empire? 

 

3. What two major goods were traded through the Ghana Empire? 

 

4. When did the Ghana Empire reach its height? 

 



 
 

5. According to legend, what form of gold did the Ghana ruler allow to be traded? 

 

Another Golden Empire 

The Kingdom of Mali 

K – What you Know W – Want to Know L – What you Learn 

   

The Swahili Coast Trade 

1. What was the name of the ancient trade city whose ruins were discovered in 
1871? 

 

2. Which language became the common trade language along Africa’s east 
coast? 

 



 
 

3. What ancient Greek guide describes the trading ports along the east coast of 
Africa? 

 

4. Take notes and fill out the graphic organizer below using the module content: 

The 
“Erythraean” 
Trade 

 

Effects of 
Trade 

 

Great 
Zimbabwe 

 

The Lost City 
of Rhapta 

 

The Great Port of Kilwa 



 
 

3 Facts 

 

2 Questions 

 

1 Comment 

 

The Gold Route 

Match the place or item with is correct description.  

Place/Item  Letter Match : Description 

a. Kilwa   Inland nation where Manyikeni is located 

b. Great Zimbabwe   Trading port is famous for its wealth 

c. Manyikeni   Valuable items found in Manyikeni ruins 

d. Mozambique   Large civilization where gold originated 

e. Gold and glass beads   Outpost located between Great Zimbabwe 
and Kilwa 



 
 

The First Kingdom 

1. What was likely the first great kingdom in southern Africa? 

 

2. Why was gold more affordable for the citizens of Mapungubwe? 

 

Great Zimbabwe 

Main Idea/ 
Big Concept 
Summarize the 
central idea in  
1–2 sentences. 

 

Key Facts/ 
Supporting 
Details  
Use bullet points 
to list important 
facts, dates, 
terms, or 
examples. 

 

Vocabulary/ 
Terms to Know 
Define important 
terms or 
concepts 
mentioned. 
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